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Departure from the simplicity of the Christian profession in 
the primitive churches took place by slow degrees. Through 
succeeding generations — through one long century after another, 
the darkncs.s deepened, and corru])tion became more corrupt. 
At length, by the close of the twelfth century, the outward form 
of things properly Christian had wholly disappeared, and the 
inward spirit proper to such things had ceased to be, or was to 
be found only as studious of concealment — as a dweller in 
secret. The Man of Sin was then fully revealed. The seeds 
had become fruit, after their kind. Principles had attained 
to (lcveloj)ment, according to their nature. Hitherto, the struggle 
had been for progress. Henceforth, its object is to retain what it 
ha«; realized. The reaction called forth by the full-blown evils 
of this apostasy is wide, varied, resolute, but, through a long 
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interval, is unsuccessful. Machiavclli lived, when the Protestant 
Reformation was about to burst on the states of Europe — but 
even his, far-sighted intellect saw not, suspected not, the change 
at hand, the judge who was even then at the door. 

Now we have many Christian people among us wlio need to 
be reminded, that as it is with the growth of corrujuion, so is it 
with its extrusion. It does not come at once, it docs not go at once. 
If long ages be necessary to bring it to maturity, long ages may 
be necessary to bring it to destruction. When nations become 
corrupt, that is the work of lime; and if they arc ever rege- 
nerated, that also is the work of time. Hence, it will only be in 
accordance with the laws of nature and providence generally, if 
the time occupied in giving maturity to the middle-age corrup- 
tion of Christianity, should be the time occupied in bringing 
Christianity back to its primitive purity. In all such cases, 
there is some relativcness, as regards space and labour, between 
doing and undoing. Heavy blows may come upon abuses, and 
each blow, at the time, may seem to be fatal — but religious evils, 
like social evils, arc tenacious of life, and commonly die hard. 

Let it not be supposed, then, that the three centuries since 
tlie age of Luther can have sufficed to undo all that was done 
amiss during the fifteen centuries which preceded his appearance. 
*lb expect that would be to ex|>cct a miracle. Christianity, as 
we believe, takes with it a supernatural influence; but it is 
manifest, both from its own rccord.s and from history, that it 
docs not take the divine influence along with it in such form or 
measure fis to supersede natural laws. It works by means of 
the.se laws. It does not displace them. It does not act indepen- 
dently of them; Art, science, learning, polity — all, in the hi.story 
of nations, make their way by slow degrees ; and the history of 
the church deiiionstratc.s, that so it is in substance with regard 
to religion — and that, whether the change in relation to it be for 
the better or the worse. 

It is not a matter of conjecture, therefore — it may be taken as 
a matter of certainty, that the eflbrts of our Protestant fore- 
fathers to cast oil' the entanglements of a Romanized Christianity 
have not been more than partially successful, and that the same 
may be said of our own efforts. In this view, it behoves us to 
hold to the notion of progress, Wc have much yet to learuy 
which the middle-age church had lost Much to unlearn^ 
which that church had acquired. Great, accordingly, is the work 
still to be done, if we would succeed in extruding from the 
Gospel whatever is not properly of it, and if we would see in 
the Gospel all that properly belongs to it. The progress 
needed — the progress really to come, is not a progress to place 
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US in advance of the Gospel, but simply a progress which shall 
place us abreast with it. Wc owe much to the Reformers, to 
the entire succession of them, from WyclifFe to Calvin. We 
owe much, also, to the enlightened and devout ones who have 
entered into the labours of the Reformers in our own history, 
whethc^r Episcopalians, Puritans, or Nonconformists. In so far 
as the great doctrines of revelation are concerned, we have no 
doubt that these labourers have discovered the truth, and have 
se]>aratcd the ore considerably from the many baser substances 
which had fastened for ages upon it. But we are far from 
tliinking that this work of purification has been conducted with 
sucli success as to have left nothing to be done by ourselves, or 
by those who shall come after us. Jeremy Taylor and Isaac 
Barrow, Owen and Baxter, Watts and Doddridge, and other 
men of their class, have done much, not only towards clearing 
the ground, but towards laying the foundation, and constructing 
the edifice. It becomes us to avail ourselves gratefully of the 
assistance of such men. But it does not become us to suppose 
that they have discovered all truth, or that their truth has come 
to us without any mixture of error. So to estimate their labours 
would be to sin against all probability, and to overlook the dfe- 
tinction between llie use of authority and the abuse of it. » ^ 

But if tile authority of our English Protestantism is to be 
admitted only within these limits, the Protestantism of the con- 
tinent is still less entitled to our deference. French Protes- 
tantism was much too limited, iiuctuating, and, wc may almost 
say, evanescent, to supply an3' fixed standard for itself or others. 
German Protestantism soon degenerated into the bigot’s broil. 
The ‘mint and cumin’ element, in respect both td doctrines and 
institutions, too soon became its great element. In place, 
accordingly, of becoming an attractive centre to men of intelli- 
gent and independent tliinking, it became, in their view, a 
wretched scarecrow^ and disposed them to every sort of excess in 
an opposite direction. In this manner, a dead, fossilated Pro- 
testantism, prepared the way for those manifold antichristian 
speculations, which, if they had not life of the right kind, had 
life of some kind to recommend them. 

If wc descend from what has gone before us in the history of 
Protestantism on the Continent and in this country, to the 
history of Methodism, wc scarcely need say that this movemeni: 
had no mission to settle any of the theological or ecclesiastical 
questions it found unsettled. It was in no sense a mission of 
erudition or inquiry. It was a mission of pious feeling. It did 
not concern itself with learned arguments, or with learned men. 
In its whole form and essence it was popular. Its great aim was 
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to send forth a more vital influence along with admitted truths. 
In its pious earnestness there is much we should do well to 
imitate. In nearly all other respects, it has not only left 
religious opinions where it found them, hut has overlaid them 
ivith a mannerism of its own, in which there is much we should 
be concerned to avoid, and little we should care to adopt. 

Now what are the inferences fairly d(?duciblc from this brief 
retrospect? Clearly we ought to accept with gratitude and 
reverence all that has resulted from the labours of the past, in so 
far as it is found to take satisfactory evidence along with it. 
But this is the extent of our obligation in that quarter. We owe 
it to ourselves, and to truth, not to erect the past into another 
papacy — an infallible tribunal. Truth is one, and the manifold 
differences of opinion among our forefathers, on nearly all 
subjects, demonstrates that it was not their privilege to attain to 
truth more than in part. 

I^ooking to the sacred WTilings as they are now before us ; to 
the means of testing and interpreting these records, which have 
long been at the service of the church ; and to the common and 
settled capabilities of the human mind in respect to the use of 
such means of knowledge — the presumption is, tliat the great 
lipdy of the men professing themselves Cliristians in these later 
and Protestant centuries, have not erred, in the main, with 
regard to the great substance of the Christian revelation. The 
disease? affecting the present condition of liiimanity is loo palpable 
to he denied; and even the church of Home is in error, not so 
much by rcjtcthig the remedy provided in the Gospel, as by 
attempting to convert it into a rnonopaji/^ for the benefit of a 
priesthooiL Bat supposing the great outline of the Gospel, in its 
7'emvdial as])cct, to be a nialtcr ‘ concluded,’ this schenur eonsisL- 
of something more than outline: and has, moreover, many 
adjuncls connected with it, about which our w'ortliy ])iedc- 
ccssors may have needed further light, and to which we niay 
possibly be able ourselves to bring soinctbiug of the retjuired 
illumination. 

Enough, w'c think, has l)ecn said, to show', that if to adopt the 
new, merely because it is new', must be folly ; so, to cleave to 
the old, simply because it is old, must be folly. ]Men should not 
need to be admonished that truth is not identical witli novelty. 
As little should they need to be reminded, that among the 
oldest things in the world we may find some of its greatest follies 
and falsehoods. The scepticisms of our age are indeed rife 
enough ; and for ourselves, where we see these to be hollow, we 
shall do our best thoroughly to unmask them. Little, however, 
will be gained, now-a-days, by a disposition to detect heresy in 
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every shade of opinion, even on important topics, which does 
not happen to be our own. In the case of the young and 
inquiring, if the difficulty expressed be that of ingenuousness and 
modesty, much forbearance may be due. 

In attempting to determine, as far as we may, what the Chris- 
tian ministry to come must be, it is expedient that we should 
look to it briefly as it has been, and as it is at present. It is 
only by so doing that we can bring the light of experience to our 
subject. What has been tried, gives us the results of trial. It 
is well to be able to see where preaching has been successful, 
and why ; where it has failed, and why. The ascertained truth 
and wisdom of the ])ast, it will of course behove us to retain, 
discarding the untrue and the unwise, always making the reason- 
able dednotions for difference of circumstances. 

In looking for this f)urposc to the ministry of the past, we need 
. :'t say nuicli about the old orthodox school of churchmen — the 
';ent'emen whom our Tractariaus have not inaptly designated as 
i.' • high-and-dry.’ With that class of persons the Christian 
j 'lislry has been, for the most ])art, a ministry of mere ethics; 
'i, '1* orthodox doctrine has been insisted on, it has been more 
i . .use such doctrine has happened to he orthodox, than with* a 
xow to any devout or spiritual end that should be subserved 
it. With such men, the great lesson to the flocks committed to 
tlieir care has been su])mission to authority in church and state. 
According to these learned divines, attention to social order in 
this world must be the best preparation for the next. But these 
. xcclleni judges of good port and good dinners have greatly 
air*inished since the eonnncnceinent of the present century. 
1 he Evangelical party and the Traetarians hav6 caused them 
•ro trouble, and left them little standing-room. 

Methodism was eminently a reaction against the influence and 
authority of the high-and-dry people in tne Established Church. 
It seized on the orthodox doctrines, but it did so that they might 
be made to produce their proper spiritual fruit. The nation had 
seen enough of a barren orthodoxy ; the time in which its uses 
and value should be made evident had now arrived. These 
doctrines are the truth, said our orthodox churchman; be ye 
therefore christened, confirmed, come to the communion, and, 
above all, be ye obedient to magistrates and ministers, or it will 
not be well with you. These doctrines are the truth, said our 
orthodox Methodist, therefore ye must be born again. Our 
Methodist friend is right; and far be it from us to take exception 
to the warm-hearted energy with which he insists on being so 
regarded. Given the orthodoxy avowed by both, the consequent 
teaching of the Methodist is immensely the more rational. It 
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sets forth a result befitting the expenditure — an end worthy of 
the means. If orthodoxy be true, the religion of orthodoxy 
should be a grave matter. It may be allied with ritualism, it 
may give its sanction to everj'thing favourable to social order, 
but its purpose must embrace results of a much higher import — 
results eminently spiritual, or there is no wise relation between 
the cost which it incurs for the sake of the religious, and the 
religious as realized. 

Our praise of Methodism, however, must have its limitations. 
We honour it most sincerely, as compared with its unmeaning, 
proud, and heartless antagonism in the condition of our Established 
Church at that time. But Methodism, in its turn, errs in many 
respects, both in the way of excess and of defect. We admire 
its spiritual purpose, its zeal, its courage, its many labours, its 
frequent spirit of self-sacrifice. With the siil)stancc of its teaching, 
moreover, we arc in cordial agreement. But, in our judgment, 
that substance wants discrimination, wants (‘nlargenient, and 
wants, not unfrequently, something very different as regards the 
mode of presentation. It seizes on truth, but it is on truth in its 
strong characteristics, not in any of its finer moililications. it is 
irf too much haste to do its work, to allow of its being detained 
by inquiry about the points in which the tilings that differ may 
still be alike, or about the degree in whicli rules may bo 
softened by exceptions, or one tnitli by another. What it does 
it must do as at a stroke, or not at all. 

The natural consequences follow. Truth is stated in a lone 
of exaggeration which mixes something ol* the false with the 
true ; and these narrow or extreme conceptions are given forth in 
a manner which shows that more is expected to result from 
iteration and earnestness, than from means belter adapted to 
produce conviction. Much reliance is placed on a ceaseless 
proclamation of truth, little on any formal reasoning in sujiport 
of it. lienee a marked ascendancy of the emotional. Every- 
thing converges on the movement of the passions, and, as may 
be supposed, these often become so excited as to bear little 
control. This aim of the preacher naturally affects his manner : 
and in his attempts to adapt his instruction to the popular taste, 
he often descends to very bad taste. The great schism which 
soon took place, separating the Calvinists from the Arminians, 
may seem to indicate that there was really more tendency to 
speculate on theological questions among the early Methodists 
than we have appeared to cede to them. But it is not so. In 
respect to these antagonist opinions, the same one-sided and 
exag^rated tone obtained with both parties. The one insisted, 
that Calvinism could not be distinguished from Antinomiaiiism ; 
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the Other, that Arrninianism could not be distinguished from 
Popery. We can give these good men credit for strong religious 
feeling, but not for great perspicacity in judging of religious 
doctrine, nor lor a largeness of religious charity. Their history, 
however, shows what may be done b}^ religious earnestness, 
though working uj)on a very narrow, and, it may be, a very 
faulty basis. 

The Methodist element, with all its good and its not good, 
soon did used itself freely through other religious bodies. The 
pulpits both of the Established Church and of the Noncon- 
formists came very perceptibly under its influence. The preach- 
ing of dissenters needed this new impulse scarcely less than the 
preaching of churclimeti. But in neither of these connexions did 
the gain come witljout evil. The imperfections and aberrations 
of Methodism came along with its better qualities. Clergymen 
from the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, and Nonconibrmist 
ministers from the academies of Dissent, went largely with the 
stream, and the danger came to be, lest the more instructive 
kind of preaching, wliich had been sadly wanting in life, should 
give place to a kind of preaching which, while possessing life, 
would bo sadly wanting in instruction. We feel bound to say 
also, that the evil to be feared in this form, did in great part 
come. 

Even worse came — for the iteration of common-places re- 
mained, when tlic lire wliich had given to them emphasis and 
eftbet had in great jiart ceased to burn. Things came very much 
into this state during the iirst quarter of the present century. 
But considerable efl'urt was made by intelligent men, both among 
churchmen and dissenters, to check this dangerous tendency, 
and to bring a greater degree of thought and culture into coii- 
ncxitm w'ith the ministry of Evangelical truth. Effort of this 
description in connexion with the church of England is associated 
witii the names of Mrs. Hannah More, Wilberforce, Macaulay, 
Stephen, Rider, Venn, Simeon, Biddiilph, Scott, Wilson, Cun- 
ningham, Pearson, and of others in similar positions. Of this 
more thoughtful portion of the Evangelical party, the Christian 
Observer was the accredited organ. During many years, at the 
time under review, that monthly journal was conducted with 
much abilit}’. In general, its review department consisted of 
one article only, but that article was of considerable length, 
and carefully written. Subsequently, a more ambitious attempt 
was made by this party, in starting a quarterly, of the same 
dimensions and cost with the Edinimrgh^ under the title of 
the British Review* But this was to begin to build without 
first counting the costs. The work al\vays bore upon it the 
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marks of comparative failure; and after struggling for existence 
through a few years, it ceased to appear. The difficulties of the 
publication did not arise wholly from the want of a sufficient 
number of competent writers, but in a great degree also from the 
want of readers. For the narrow — we ma}" almost say the ascetic 
spiritualism which had taken possession of the majority of Evan- 
gelical churph-people at that time, disposed them to look witli not 
a little misgiving on the current science and literature, as agencies 
much more likeN to be turned against religion, than to be used 
in its favour. With these ]:)ersons the Christian Guardian was 
the great favourite, because, to use their own j)hrasc, it was ‘ so 
much more spiritual in its tone’ than the publications above 
named. The British Review y accordingly, ceased to be. Its 
history resembled that of a plant doomed to grow up in an atmo- 
sphere where nothing of the kind could live. Hannah More 
sorrowed over this disgrace, did what slie could to prevent it, 
but without effect. It is true, Lord Byron did a good deal 
towards bringing about this catastrophe, by describing the journal 
as ‘my grandmother’s Revievr.’ But had there been anything 
really British in the publication, its conductors would have hailed 
the onslaught as an occasion on which it would have been 
possible to give a distinguished iissailant his own with usury. 
• Richly did he deserve the lash, and it would have been a most 
Christian thing to have made him writhe beneath it. 

Nonconformist preachers, sj>eaking of them generally, had 
received something more like a theological training than llic 
clergy. Greater care hrid also been exercised to qualify tlicm for 
their work as preachers-— everything being dependent in their 
case on their •acceptance in that capacity. But the essay of 
John Foster, on The Aversion of Men of Taste to Evanffelical 
Religiony shows clearly enough the state of things in this respect 
at that time, as present generally to men of observation and saga- 
city. We are far from thinking that all the deference to the 
prepossessions of these ‘ men of taste’ which the essayist recom- 
mends should be ceded to them. But the strength of the pro- 
posed remedy, suggests much as to the nature of the disease. 
Methodist common-places, and a Methodist style of setting forth 
those coinnion-place.s, had become much too prevalent. By this 
means, a great gulf bad come to have place between the mind 
found ill our Evangelical pulpits, and the mind of the educated 
portion of the community. To such persons. Evangelical religion 
bore the appearance of a cabalistic science. Its terminobgy 
seemed strange and difhcult Its substance, moreover, so far as 
that was indicated, did not seem to promise a sufficient return 
for the labour necessary to a right understanding of it Excep- 
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lions there were, no doubt, to this course of things. Such men 
as Robert Hall and William Jay, as M‘A11 and Fletcher, 
supplied examples of a better sort; and even among the Metho- 
dists, such men as Watson and Bunting became models of a much 
higher order as preachers than had hitherto appeared in the 
history of Methodism. 

In the meanwhile, the Nonconformist institutions for the edu- 
cation of the ministry began to show signs of improvement; and 
the Nonconformist press bespoke a steady aspiration towards some- 
thing higher. The origin and j)rogress of i\\e Eclectic Review was 
one of the most observable signs of this nature. For many years 
that journal was conducted in a manner which Evangelical dis- 
senters should have felt to he gr(*atly to their credit as a party* 
But, like the British Review among churchmen, the Eclectic 
among dissenters had too much reason to complain of being left 
to labour in the cause of a party, which, sis such, was scarcely 
w’orthy of such effort in its favour. When the Eclectic passed 
into liew haruls, some sixteen years since, its circulation had 
fallen so low’, that its death w^as almost to be desired rather than 
its life. 

Ill Scotland, the work of Methodism was much more limitihd 
than in Etigland. The secession and relief churches— living 
offshoots from the Established church in the course of the laS 
century — did mucli to preclude the agency of Methodism by 
supplying its place. The genius of the people, moreover, was 
much less favouralilc than that of our own countrymen, to a 
reception of this influence, even in its Calvinist form — while the 
distance was very wide between the theological creed of most 
earnest Scotchmen and the creed of Arminius.* At the same 
time, one only needs read Witherspoon’s Ecclesiastical Cha^ 
racieristics, to become (juite aware that less than a century since, 
the high-and-dry school in the Church of England had its strict 
counterpart in the Church of Scotland. But the men who 
coveted spiritual life for Scotland wished to see it there in alliance 
with their favourite polity. The call was for a presbyterianism 
that should give signs of vitality, not for something else that should 
supersede it. Nor w’as this call made altogether in vain. Never- 
theless, in the early part of the present century, it was manifest 
that a schism, fraught apparently with much evil, had grown up 
between the theological mind of Scotland, and the more educated 
and scientific mind among the laity in that country. Scotch ortho- 
doxy was no more to be moved by the new impulses which had 
come into play about it, than the old hills beneath whose shadow 
it had taken the shape in which it had long since settled. It was 
much more hard and systematic than Methodism, and every 
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whit as positive — only with this difference, that it attempted to 
justify the air of infallibility which it assumed by some show of 
reasoning. The sort of mind of which the Edmhtirgh Review 
may be taken as the type, and the sort of mind which found its 
utterance in the theological publications, and from the pulpits, of 
Scotland, came not unnaturally into strong antagonism. 

But at length a man appeared capable of doing much towards 
bridging over this chasm, and of combining in hiniself the main 
elements of the literary and scientific mind of Scotland on the 
one side, and of its theological and religions mind on tlic other. 
We scarcely need say, that the man to whom we refer was Dr. 
Chalmers. During some thirty years did the spirit of this last 
of the fathers in ecclesiastical history, conn* as a power, at once 
blending and elevating, on the thinking and feeling of the ii]iud 
of Scotland with regard to religion. In his hands. Evangelical 
doctrine became reasonable, beautiful, th(‘ only doctrincj sntlicing 
to meet tlie sense of want in humanity. It was his work to fill 
the mind of the Scottish clergy witli that religious earnestness, 
and that passion for spiritual independence, whicli have issued in 
the disruption, and in tlie founding of the Free Church. But 
this great man has ascended to his place, and on no second man 
does his mantle appear to have fallen. We much fear that the 
tendencies of the Free Church since liis decease are to retrograde, 
rather than to advance — to look to the ‘standards’ of the past, in 
a manner hardly consistent with what is due from (’liristian men 
to the present and the future. 

However this may be, the feeling is prevalent in Scotland, as 
in England, and, in fact, as in every part of JVotestant Christen- 
dom, that the twisting ministry, greatly in advance as it isof lliat 
which has lor some time preceded it, is not the ministry that 
W’ill suffice to meet the demand now' made upon the church, and 
that will be made still more imperatively by the future. It is 
admitted that great improvement has taken })iace, and is .still in 
progress: but the impression seems to be ])rclty general, that in 
realizing this measure of advancement, the Christian ministry, 
in all our ProtcslaiU churches, has done little more than conform 
to that impulse in the onward direction which has come upon 
everything about them. Whereas, if Christianity be from heaven, 
this is far from being the position natural to its teachers. Men 
so commissioned, should assuredly bowmen to act, more than to 
be acted upon — men to lead, more than to be led. Whether 
endowed by the state, or sustained by the people, the proper place 
of such men is in the van of all human improvement. If they 
cannot take that position, and retain it, their pretence to be pre- 
eminently the lights of the world must be a mockery. It is not 
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sufficient for them that they should be classed with the common 
herd of priests, as these are before us in the histories of nations. 
Indeed, the feeling seems to be widely spread, that the vocation 
of the Christian ministry is nearly at its close, if it is not speedily 
to become a vocation of a higher purpose, and of a much greater 
efficiency. 

We are aware that there are not a few in this ministry, who, 
wdiile they cannot be insensiblcto the existence of this feeling of dis- 
satisfaction, restlessness, and foreboding, fail to interpret it aright. 
In tlicir view, this is nothing more than the inquietude natural to 
man, as a being opposed to spiritual religion, and to religious 
truth. The common-places of religious doctrine, given forth in 
very common-place fashion, is all, in the judgment of these 
parties, that the preaching of the gospel should be, and it is only 
a vitiated and carnal appetite that can dispose a man to ask 
after fare in any respect different. Appeal is made to the fact, 
that such }>rcaching, especially when the preacher has the ad- 
vantage of a ready and earnest manner, is found to bring the 
popular mind under religious influences, as the preaching regarded 
as of a higher cliaracter docs not, and the apparent quantity of 
the result in such cases, is allowed to outweigh all thought of •its 
quality. On this ground, the slightest attempt to look at our re- 
ceived doctrines or principles, as being in any degree open to re- 
consideration, and possibly to wiser conception and statement, is 
scowled upon as betraying a tendency towards every sort of error 
and mischief. These good men do not either read or think so 
as at all to understand the difficulties by which other minds are 
often involuntarily j)erplexed, and, it may be, greatly distressed; 
and, as the consccjuence, they lake the ground of parties in whose 
case everything is so settled, that the idea of change of any 
kind becomes identical with that of the beginning of a departure 
from all truth and wisdom. We might bear with this wilful or 
stolid ignorance, if its mischiefs rested wholly with the pereons 
theiiiscfves; but the case is different when we find this utter 
incapacity to see danger disposing them to cast injurious impu- 
tations and ill names upon men who cannot but sec it, and seeing 
it, must feel bound to do something towards guarding against it. 
No doubt there is a considerable layer or stratum of society 
w'bich may be reached, and brought under wholesome infiuence, 
by the ministry of the class of men adverted to. But besides 
this stratum there arc others of greater substance and richness, 
which are to an alarming extent untouched by such agency, and 
shifting away from all contact with it more and more every day. 
We say not of an agency of this description that is not good — it 
is good of its kind. But this kind is one, while the wants of 
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the public mind^ as resulting from the cross currents of specula- 
tion everywhere at work about us, are manifold. 

It may be true enough, that attempts made to improve upon 
the ministry as it has been, or as it is, are not always wisely 
made. It would be strange if some amusing instances of conceit 
and folly did not come up, in the shape of attempts to do the new 
thing demanded in these new circumstances. It is in the nature 
of experiment that many forms of failure, and it may be of very 
absurd failure, should prccecle a large measure of success. In 
the space left to us in this paper, our first object will be to glance 
at some of the attempts made to meet this generally felt need of 
improvement w’liich cannot be regarded as being more than par- 
tially, if at all successful; — indicating as wc proceed, and before 
we close, what we regard as the characteristics that must distinguish 
the ministry to come, if it is to possess adaptation to the times 
opening upon us. 

Age is naturally conservative. We expect, accordingly, that 
the old will be disposed to adhere to the old. Such is the rule, 
but it has its cxcc])tions. There arc minds which, while rich in 
e:?perience, arc open to new impressions. Though they have 
lyng ceased to be classed with the young, they retain much of 
*the freshness and hopefulness of youth. It is well for youth 
when it falls under such guidance — guidance in which age in- 
cludes enough in common with youth to ensure sympathy, and 
enough in advance of it to inspire confidence. Our young men 
are not left without aid from minds of this order; and, in 
general, they are not, we think, insensible to its value. 

But as age i^ naturally conservative, so the tendency towards 
innovation generally manifests itself in the young, or in the com- 
])aratively young. The o[»eration of this tendency is sometimes 
amusing, sometimes mischievous. Frivolous conceits are some- 
times mistaken for profound wisdom ; and error, because it is 
new', is allow'cd to come into the place of truth, because it is old. 
But it is not aUvays thus. Youth, for the most part, is ingenuous 
and natural. It is in a great degree wuth youth as with w^oruan 
— it is often more right from impulse or intuition, than some 
graver authorities are found to be by means of processes of greater 
promise. The ca.ses are not rare, in wdiich young and strong 
hearts, do much more for the world, than old and calculating 
lieads. Many heads of that sort were in Oxford when young 
Whitfield and young Wesley had their home there ; but on which 
side lay the real wisdom — the feeling which became as a prophecy 
of the future ? We see, then, that the tendencies natural to youth 
and age have their evil and their good ; and a wise man will 
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endeavour to distinguish between the good and the evil in the 
ease of each. 

With a large class of writers and their admirers, just now, the 
received doctrine is, that the Christian ministry is about to be 
superseded altogether by tlie teachers of philosophy. These 
parties differ somewhat in their notion as to the place which 
should bo assigned to the Christian religion, as compared wuth 
other religions ; but they are agreed in their judgment that no 
religion is to be accounted as having more of a divine origin 
than another, except as it is found to include, and that purely as 
a matter of natural history, more of divine truth than another. 
This is in substance the judgment of some who still linger within 
the pale of modern Unitarianisin, and is the avowed and settled 
doctrine of many who, with more consistency and honour, have 
ceased to desire a place among professed Christian sects of any 
description. 

As we have intimated, one of the characteristics of this school 
is, that it aims to put an end to the special claims of Christianity 
by snpersediny it. The days of this ancient religion must be 
nunibcrcd, because these new teachers are prepared to give us 
something better in its stead. They profess themselves com- 
petent to derive all the religious knowledge necessary for man^, 
and all the religious knowledge to be reasonably expected by man, 
from the primal laws of man s nature, and from the relations of 
Ids nature to his fellows, and to the universe. Their mission is 
not simply to destroy, but to fill up the void they would create 
with something more worthy. In their theosophy, there is, as 
thev conceive, a positive grandeur, to which it behoves them to 
do worship — a relinemcnt and a beauty, with which they profess 
lo be much enamoured. They sometimes rise, accordingly, into 
strain.s of eloquence and poetry in the exposition and defence 
of iheir conceptions. 

It must be confessed tliat the trial to which Christianity is 
cx])osed from this quarter is new in its recent history. Its 
modern assailants have been for the greater part simply destruc- 
tives — they have shrunk from the difficulty of attempting to 
di.splace it by such elaborate schemes, of a philosophical or 
})octical complexion, as are now in vogue. But if we look to the 
history of Christianity more largely, we shall find that this is not 
the first time it has had to cope with this kind of antagonism. 
In fact, it may be described as a revival, with a singular degree 
of exactness, of the struggle conspicuous in the history of the 
church in her earlier centuries. The philosophy allied with 
classical Paganism arrayed itself against Christianity precisely 
after this manner. Alexandria and Athens were for many gene- 
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rations the centres of a conflict in which all the modes of assailing 
the religion of the cross now resorted to, were placed in skilful 
and zealous requisition, and in which nearly all that is now said 
in praise of philosophy, as being something far nobler, was said, 
and with no mean power. In the philosophical schools of those 
cities, and in the same schools everywhere, the exceptions taken 
both to the' external and intenial evidences of Christianity, 
embraced every material exception now urged from our own 
press. Many of the discoursings in those schools in favour of the 
divine philosophy of the ancient world, would only need be given 
in our modern speech, to pass for the productions of some of our 
modern illurninati. The works of Plotinus, and the fragments 
which have descended to us from Celsus and Porphyry, are 
sufficient to furnish us with the means of judging as to the nature 
of that great controversy between heathen speculation and the 
Christian doctrine which reached its culminating point in the age 
of Julian the Apostate. 

The weapons on which the persecutors of the early Christian 
church naturally placed their chief dependence, were those of 
authority and coercion. But side by side with these were the 
forces of the old philosophy, and of the old literature of the 
^umpire. These forces, however, had never been called out 
against Christianity, as in the time of Julian, partly because until 
then it had been hoped that the power of the state would 
ultimately suffice to crush this new faith, and partly because 
until then no chief had arisen to ally the imperial influence and 
authority with the use of such means as tvas done by Julian. He 
had been educated'as a Christian, by relatives professing Chris- 
tianity. But Ke suffered wrong in his youth from these relatives; 
and he listened to men who were careful to insinuate, that such 
deeds were the fruit to be expected from such a creed. From 
this cause and others, Julian conceived a violent hatred of the 
Christian religion. For awhile he dissembled, but once in a con- 
dition to throw off the mask, he cast it from him, and left no 
means unemployed that could be safely used to bring discredit 
on Christianity, and to restore the old worship. 

Persecution having failed, the church had now to meet anta- 
gonism in a shape less noisy and less violent, but more subtle 
and more formidable. Platonic piety now becomes exceedingly 
pious. It has its visions, its commerce with the unseen, its 
ecstasies after an extraordinary fashion. Philosophers are 
encouraged to write most pious books — books breathing a 
religious spirit so like that of the Christians, that it is marvellous 
to see how unblushingly men can pilfer material from the religion 
of the Gospel, vrberewith to conduct their onslaught upon that 
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religion. For in this manner do these writers study to show 
that men may be quite as spiritually-minded without the Gospel 
as with it. The doctrine in the schools where such works are 
produced is, that there is one Supreme, infinitely perfect Being; 
that the gods of the Empire have been delegated by that Being 
to their place in the history of the ancient nations; that the 
anthropomorphic fables of the ancient mythologies are not to be 
interpreted literally, but to be regarded as rich in all allegoric 
wisdom ; that the human mind itself is the grand interpreter of 
all history and of all phenomena, and sufficient of itself, if rightly 
exercised, to distinguish everywhere between wisdom and folly, 
truth and error, the noble and the mean. It is true, the 
people who still adhere to the ancient worship do so with little 
faith, and the priests who conduct that worship are often narrow 
and depraved men, while in the general conduct of priests or 
worshippers you see little of the earnestness, energy, and self- 
sacrifice, by wliich tlie (^liristians are characterized. This is felt 
to be mortifying — is bitterly deplored. But the fault, it is said, is 
not cither in the philosophy, or in the religion, but in men, 
who disgrace the profession they make, in place of acting in 
accordance with it. 

!So spoke the emperor, and so echoed the new school of«, 
apostles about him. In the plenitude of his authority as the 
Tontifex Maximus, Julian addressed pastoral letters to priests 
and archpriests, exhorting them to the practice of virtue, 
especially of such virtues as might enable them to outvie the 
(Jhristian clergy in the eyes of the people. They Vere never to 
be seen in theatres, or in places of popular amusement of any 
kind. In manners and habits they were to be simple and unos- 
tentatious, and given tt) reading and study; and they were to be 
cs[)ecially zealous and self-denying in their attention to the poor, 
and most decorous and exact in the performance of all the 
prescribed ceremonies of religion. In a word, they were to do 
their best to extrude Christianity from among the people, by 
showing that there was nothing which it could pretend to achieve, 
to which the religion that preceded it would not be found 
equal. 

But while the mythology of the old nations was to be construed 
on a principle so considerate and friendly, and to be placed 
before the mind of the people as so much inspired wisdom, 
though under a garb of earthly folly, and as a setting forth of 
high virtue, though under the appearance of something veiy 
different, no such exercise of ingenuity was to be brought to the 
interpretation of the Hebrew or Christian Scriptures. In this 
connexion, everything must be taken literally, at least in all 
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cases in which to do so maj suffice to fix the charge of the 
absurd, the untrue, or of the exceptionable in any way, on the 
sacred records. In all matters where the ancient faith is con- 
cerned, the credulity of the emperor and of his coadjutors is found 
to be exceedingly flexible. Julian prays to be guided by dreams 
and omens, and lie assures us that they come to him in his 
exigencies, ‘and he professes to be guided by them. But in 
dealing with the supernatural in the Hebrew Scriptures and in 
the New Testament, the credulous man becomes sceptical. 
Whatever those records contain which may by any process be 
turned against their pretensions — anthropomorpliisms, discrepan- 
cies, incredibilities, all arc brought under scrutiny w*ith a most 
hostile purpose. 

As it is with the Christian Scriptures, so is it with Christian 
character. This is estimated from the side of its real or sup]>osed 
faults, and from that side only. The man who, in his endeavours 
to stimulate his priests to decency, is obliged to do homage to 
the general worth of the Christian clergy, has no such concession 
to make in their favour at other times. In the literature of his men 
of letters, in the discourses of his philosophers, iu the harangues 
6f his priests, and in his own published orations, we see little of 
^ jthc virtues of the Christi ms, by reason of the prominence care- 
fully assi^rned to their faults. Much is said about their coarse- 
ness, their ignorance, their formalities, their superstitions, tiieir 
inconsistencies, their insincerities, their sins of the temper, if not 
of the flesh, their endless disputings, and their bitter intolerance; 
but with these exaggerations of the evil, we find no willing or 
honourable mention of the good. If, as we liave said, the good be 
at all admitted, it is, that their rivals may be \jrged to surpass 
them in the reputation founded upon it. And if Christianity 
itself be ever recognised as pure and noble, it is, that point may 
be given to the censure pronounced on the men who, wdiilc pro- 
fessing it, are said to show themselves unworthy of it. 

Now it is scarcely necessary that we should attempt to give the 
many points of parallelism between the controversy — Philosophy 
versus Christianity, as it stormed its way along in ecclesiastical 
history for some four centuries after the age of the apostles, and as 
it is in action at this day among ourselves. Clear enough it is, 
that the old thing has come round. The age of Julianisin is 
revived, but liappily without a royal ])ropagandist to be the leader 
in the crusade. The opponents of Christianity now found 
everywhere through Christendom, constitute a great sect, resting 
very much upon the Julian basis. They are prepared to 
accept of Christianity as a religion, but not as the religion. It 
has its good — but there is much and higher good beyond it. Its 
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recognition of one supreme divinity is to its praise, not so its 
antagonism to hero-worship, which is the worship that should 
now come into the place of the same kind of worship as prevalent 
in the ancient world. Man brings an inner light with him into 
the world, which is in all respects sufficient for his guidance, 
lie needs no external authority beyond what nature supplies. 
This is said, though it is at tfic same time felt that this inner 
light leaves our existence environed by awful darkness, and 
though this light, feeble as it is, is a light stolen from the 
Christian altar, rather than kindled from within. But philo- 
sophy, poetry, oratory, science — taste in every way, all are made 
to do homage to this supposed power within, and to the forms of 
the j)urc, the great, and the worshipful, which are regarded as 
proceeding from it. The credulities exercised in favour of the 
religious dreamings which proceed from this source are enormous; 
while the incredulities which come into play wherever the claims 
of the Bible are concerned, are not less remarkable. In the one 
case, the camel disappears as a gnat — in the other, the gnat 
becomes as a camel. Time was, when men of this class heaped 
great scorn on all those mental exercises and fluctuations of spirit 
to which devout men have given the name of Christian exp^ 
rience: — but we now have wTitcrs among us exhibiting these^ 
secrets of the soul to the public gaze and scrutiny, as being as ' 
mucli the fruit of philosophy as of the gospel. Nor is it enough 
that the very spiritualism of Christianity, and something even 
purer and loftier than it, should be thus assumed as available to 
man from his own nature, quite independently «f the system 
from which, in fact, it has been borrowed — but great pains are 
taken to denude the Christian communities of our time of the repu- 
tation which their many virtues have naturally secured to them, by 
contbimding those virtues with every base motive or adjunct that 
may be allied to them ; w hile the admitted imperfl^tions of such 
communities — imperfections inseparable from our nature, are 
fastened upon with eagerness, and proclaimed to all passers-by as 
from the house-top.* 

VVe have seen that the assaults made upon Christianity in the 
early ages of the church were precisely of the nature above 
described. The manner in which the Christians of those times 
met these assaults w»as not uniform. Through a considerable 
interval, the civil power had been their persecutor, but in the 

* For an admirable exposure of some of the errors and foibles of this .Tnlianist 
school among us, we would earnestly direct the attention of our readers to a volume 
recently published under the title, ‘ The Eclipse of Faith.’ From the temper of 
the notice bestowed on this publication in the quarters of the enemy, we infer that 
it is destined to do some service. The sooner all truce is at an end, and the war 
.shall wax hot, the better. 

NO. XXXI. C 



18 


THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY TO COME. 


age of Julian, some time had passed since the professors of 
Christianity had been taken into favour by the state. Tlic hate 
of those who adhered to the old religion was, as we may suppose, 
dee[)encd, rather than removc^d, by this change in favour of the 
Christians. Passion was strong on both sides, and often broke 
forth into acts of violence, little creditable to either j)art v. The 
great majority of the Christians had worked their way, especially 
by reason of their recent controversies with the Arians, and with 
many forms of heresy, into a sharply adjusted, and a most reso- 
lute orthodoxy. With a lai^c party — we may, no doubt, say 
with a large majority, the maxim was — no concession. Pagan 
refinements were, in their view, the blandishments which had 
ever been in the service of error — of error most dishonourable to 
God, and ruinous to the souls of men. Heathen philosophy, 
heathen literature, and heathen science, could, as a matter of 
course, only lead to heathenism. Men given to such tastes 
were men given to the world, and must share in the fiery con- 
demnation awaiting the worldly. 

But while men of intelligence often descended to wield this 
mass of indiscriminating and passionate orthodoxy to their own 
€nds, among the more thoughtful a different course of ])rocceding 
^appeared to be the more reasonable. Some of these, while 
moving in an opposite direction, knew pretty well where to stop; 
but others showed themselves wanting in such w'isdom. Men 
^ there were, even then, who saw with some degree of clearness the 
difference between the elevation possible to humanity apart from 
the gospel, and the truth and feeling to be derived only from tliat 
source. Such men were disposed to accept of triitli, whether as 
falling from the lips of heathen or C'hristian. But others, in a 
more ambitious temper, ventured much farther. They would 
fain slay the enemy with his own weapons. W’ith this view, they 
applied those|principlcs of interpretation to the Scrijitures which 
had been applied to the mythology of heathenism. By so doing, 
they gave a character of obscurity and uncertainty to the sacred 
text; and ceding, at the same time, more than was expedient to 
the doctrine of the enemy, prepared the way for the corruption 
of Christian truth in many forms. Origen was a leader of great 
renown in this last connexion. Tlie apostles of heathenism did 
their utmost to foster these divisions among Christians, and to 
inflame party against party, on the maxim — divide and conquer. 

Again, as w’e fear, the likeness between the past and the pre- 
sent returns with only too much exactness. With the majority of 
our orthodox Christians, the orthodoxy is precise, passionate, and 
unyielding. But with a considerable portion of the minority, 
this tendency towards extremes on the one hand, is generating a 
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disposition towards extremes of a contrary nature. Because some 
men will cede nothing, others arc inclined to cede too much, so 
that truth becomes impaired and obscured, if it be not, in effect, 
given up. Men, however, are still left, who bring a riper 
thinking to the task of endeavouring to determine, what is, in 
fact, the great question of the age — the line which connects the 
province of Reason with that of Revelation. 

Concerning the first of these parties — our resolute orthodox 
majority — we may observe, that as it is likely to be with these in 
the future, so will it be, to a large extent, with the ministry of the 
future ; in fact, so must it be, if the ministry of the coming time 
is to he a ministry for them* Now we must confess, that with all 
our sense of the good qualities of our evangelical friends, there 
are asjKcts of character sometimes observable among them wiiich 
we could wish to see somewhat changed. In our judgment, the 
truth they hold is, in its substance, the truth; but we sometimes 
feel bound to lament that it is not allied with a larger thinking, 
and with a more expansive feeling; with less worship of the lettei*, 
and a richer inhaling of the spirit; and with a much higher 
admiration of the pure, the generous, and the noble, as these arc 
apprehended by the better class of minds even among men df 
the world. The virtues of this class of professors of Christianity^ 
we rejoice to think arc great; but wc regret that they are so often * 
conventional, sometimes ascetic, vciging often, as the consequence, 
upon the pharisaical delusion w'hich is ever ready to suggest that 
orthodoxy is in itself so virtuous a thing that it cannot fail to 
cover a multitude of sins. Manifest it is, that a man may have 
his fixed ecclesiastical relationship, may be most orthodox as to 
the rate of his contributions towards religious objeets, may stand 
high by reason of the figure he makes at religious meetings, and 
especially on account of the edifying zeal with which he denounces 
all the known or reported heresies of the times — and, neverthe- 
less, be pitiably deficient in respect to any habit of inquiry that 
might give him a right to be a man of positive opinions, and in re- 
spect to many of those moral qualities which even the schools of 
heathenism might have sufficed to teach him, and in which many 
of his worldly neighbours arc allowed to surpass him. There 
was too much of this sort of orthodoxy in the age of Julian. There 
is too much of it among ourselves. In that age it was dissected 
to the core, and exposed on all hands; and let those whom it 
concerns remember, that it is taken to pieces, and proclaimed 
abroad, quite as freely now. And if this be only faithfully done, 
there is nothing in it either to justify complaint, or that should 
occasion surprise. 

The ministry to come has a difficult work to achieve in this 

c 2 
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direction. To meet the demand made upon it, the doctrines of 
the frospcl must be presented prominently and earnestly. But to 
acquit itself faithfully, more than this must be done. While care 
is taken to shield the Christian profession against the shafts of 
calumny, the nature of the frauds which not a few within the 
pale of our Evangelical churches are constantly practising upon 
themselves must be laid bare. Religion must be expounded as 
something more than a creed or a worship — as something more 
even than the possession of spiritual affections. It must be so 
presented as to give the Christian a fitness of his own for exer- 
cising the virtues of this world, no less than for enjoying the 
pleasures of the next. Judging from the thought and temper of 
society as it is now rising up, and forming on either hand, we 
iT3^y be assured that the Christian ministry will become daily 
more and more powerless, if it docs not take with it a moral 
breadth, and a manifest reasonableness of tliis description. 

But if orthodoxy may be much too rigid, there is something 
else that may be much too lax. It may be in the nature of 
bigotry that it should fail to do justice to an adversary’s truth ; 
but it is in the nature of latitudinarianism that it should fail to 
do justice even to its own truth. There is a maudlin candour, 
^in comparison with which a stout-hearted conviction, though it 
should lead to .some intolerance, is manly and brave. 

Far be it from us not to cede even to the assailants of revela- 
tion, whatever praise may be due to them on the ground of their 
truth, their virtue, or their ability. But bold men are not 
always wise. » Innovation is fully as likely to be on the side of 
error as on the side of truth. As we have said, if to cleave to 
the old may ‘be anile, to run after the new may be childish. In 
our recent pulpit literature wc have some indications, especially 
in the case of a fe>v of our younger men, of a tendency to look 
for models as religious teachers in quarters where it is hardly 
likely the best models will be found. One of the symptoms of 
such a tendency meets us in a certain mannerism of style, which 
sufficiently betrays its origin. Another effect of such evil com- 
niiinication is observable in a verbose and cloudy method 
of dealing with the distinctive doctrines of the gospel — so much 
so, that if the nature of these doctrines be not leanit from other 
sources, there is nothing in this new style of exposition to afford 
you the least assistance in attaining to a just conception of them. 
Kor is this all — where such tastes are perceptible, it is commonly 
found that the preacher is much more disposed to dwell on what 
is collateral to the gospel, than upon what is properly of its sub- 
stance ; the sympathy of the preacher being, it would seem, not so 
much with what is really Christian, as with that ethical, or border 
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truth, which is common to Theist and Christian. Men to whose 
public instructions, and to whose utterances from the press, this 
description will apply, should not be surprised if they find the 
impression concerning them to be, that they are seriously the 
worse for their visits to the schools of the Jiilifinists. The facts, 
in this case, warrant the inference, that not only the taste of the 
preacher, but that his Christian convictions, and his Christian 
sympathies, have suffered greatly from such intercourse. It was 
not a good day for Christianity when its professed teachers began 
to discourse about it in the pulpits of Alexandria more after the 
manner of the Platonists, than after the manner of the apostles. 

We have admitted that the style which has obtained very 
largely in our pulpits greatly needs amending, but we wish to see 
it amended by a larger infusion of nature, not by the substitution 
of one mannerism in the place of another, and least of all do we 
wish to see a style, the worst fault of which is a too close 
adherence to the language of scripture, superseded by one, the 
cliaracteristic of whiciv is a not less servile adoption of language 
j)ut into vogtie by the enemies of the Scriptures. We are pain- 
fully sensible, moreover, that the doctrines of the gospel are often 
presented from the pulpit, by professed Evangelical teachers, id 
a manner so bald, exaggerated, and coarse, as to produce im-,^ 
pressions of the most undesirable complexion, not only on culti- 
vated minds, but on all minds possessed of correct natural 
feeling. It is one thing, however, to feel that these lines of the 
picture need a chaste softening, and another to require that they 
should be washed wholly away — or, at least, be so^)bscu^ed that 
no satisfactory tracing of them may be any longer possible. In 
like manner, we admit that the distinctive doctrineS of the gospel 
are not the whole gospel. It has its many related truths which 
demand attention, but if not to Jissign these related truths their 
just ])Iace be an error, to thrust them beyond their true ]>lace 
must be not less an error. These truths have value in their 

J dace — they become mischievous when made to take the place of 
ligher truth. 

It may be well to adduce an illustration or two of our meaning 
on these points. These will be taken from writers whom we 
hold in much esteem, not merely from the promise of their 
talents, but on higher grounds. The following is an extract from 
a sermon, in which the preacher has been led by circumstances 
to speak concerning the origin and design of government, and he 
is here especially insisting that the necessity for a government of 
some kind among men should be taken as proof that the insti- 
tution of government has been a matter ‘of Divine Will and 
E oresight.’ * 
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‘"We are quite at a loss to understand how the sharpest scientific 
precision may not co-exist with the most reverential faith. Grateful 
for every new induction of facts, we accept it as another syllable spelt 
out and articulated from what is the lesson-book of maq, and, in a 
iigure, may be called the working-phm of God. Material laws and 
cosmical arrangements have a glorious completeness; so has eloquent, 
well-chosen language. Speech, however finished, is the birth and 
utterance of mind; worlds and their conditions of being come out of 
the mind of God. 

‘ Having this faith, the basis of our political belief is the persuasion 
that ‘ God is not the God of confusion, but of ord(?r.* That which an 
Apostle writes, nature echoes, and history reiterates. Not uiscort), 
BUT peace; not confusion, RUT OKOER. Starry heavens bear tliat 
saying on their foreheads; tlie great tidal wave of oceans wears it into 
continents; in the breath of Summer and loud Autumn winds it may 
be heard; and, amid March showers and verdure, Winter beijneaths 
it to tht' Spring. This burden of creation ’.s song — has it no word to 
say of man ? To all else true to a symmetrical and faultless outline, 
and the greatest, the sovereign creature., wholly left to blind conjec- 
ture and fortuity? Or is the plane of human tiature^ indivuhial and 
social, not the level on which the separate scenes and Hcattered parts of 
this terrestrial system are to he combmed, ami put htfore the universe 
i?z one stupendous drama ?" 

VVe presume that the purpo.«e of all this is to say, tliat the 
material universe is manifc.sil3' governed by laws ; tliat these 
laws should be viewed as expressing the mind of the law-maker; 
and that the being who designed that there should be law and 
order in the w orld of matter, inu.st be supposed to have intended 
that there should be the same in the world of mind. The truth 
is weighty — bfit how simple, how obvious, how completely a 
household thought with every man ! Nevertheless, wdiat a forest 
of dark verbiage has the preacher thrown about it I Much less 
labour than has thus served to obscure the idea, might have 
sufficed to give it a clearness at once instructive and beautiful. 
It would be easy to multiply extracts of this nature from various 
quarters, in which this Carlyle taste does its mischiefs, often after 
a manner amounting to a palpable juggle, thoughts the most 
familiar being thus made to pa.ss for something wonderfully novel, 
and conceptions the most simple being dressed up as matters of 
the greatest erudition and jirofundity. But, while some iU'C too 
much disposed to take the Chelsea philosopher as their model, 
others betray a high admiration of the trenchant Theodore Piurker 
style, pouring forth their antitheses and alliterations in bits of 
sentences, which seem to pelt you as thc}^ come with all the 
multitude and mercilessness of a hailstorm. Here is a specimen, 
^hich occurs as the introduction in a discourse recently pub- 
lished : — 
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‘ The divine paragraph which we have selected for exposition has 
been the subject of much controversy. It is an old battle-ground of 
polemic creeds. Hard and long Papist and Protestant have struggled 
here in sectarian disputation. They have laid waste this ‘green 
j)asture’ whibh the Good Shepherd has provided: they have trodden 
down its blooming verdure, and well nigh trampled out of sight its 
living germs. Party feeling is a great hindrance to truthful interpre- 
tation. Every object in its horizon it tinges with the jaundice of its 
own eye. It builds up systems, but buries Scriptures. It cares more 
for grammar than grace. It lives more in the roots of words than in 
tlie reason of things. Verbal criticism is its great instrument — an 
instrument that, though useful in its place, is very dangerous in such 
hands. Tlie measure of man’s words determines not always the 
dimensions of God's ideas. A truth-loving heart is a better interpreter 
than all your lexicons. The unlettered saint often seizes truths which 
elude the grasp of the verbal scholar. The Bible is addressed to the 
man, not to the critic. Thank God! the necessary canons of inter- 
pretation arc the genuine dictates of our common souls.* 

Now such a style of writing may be very clever, but surely to 
go through many pages of it must be to feel that it is very 
monotonous, and anything but natural. To our feeling, it is as 
though a man who might walk with his two legs, and in so doing 
walk with ease and dignity, should resolve to restrict himself to, 
the use of one, and so make his way by a succession of hops. It * 
is ever mucli more costly to be unnatural than to be natural, and 
the result is commonly in the inverse of the extra labour. 

Wc have instances, also, which show that a man may not use 
language to disguise thought, and to put it upon obtaining credit 
under false pretences, after the Chelsea manner ; and that he may 
not use it so as to reduce thought to infinitesinfUl doses, after 
another manner — and his attempts to amend our pulpit style be 
still anything hut successful. He may avoid every trace of our 
pnlpit conventionalism, and the effect only be to express him- 
self in a manner so purel}^ bookish and philosophical, and so 
much tending towards an abstract and generalized view of things, 
as sadly to transcend the perceptions and sympathies of his 
hearers — ^so much so, in fact, as to seem tvholly to overlook the 
difference between a Platonic philosopher addressing his pupils 
from the chair, and a Christian preacher addressing the common 
dwellers in this working-day world from the pulpit. In this case, 
there may be great clearness of its kind, and great earnestness 
too ; but the clearness is only for persons of a certain trained 
vision, and even the earnestness is more that of the rhetorician, 
than that of the steady and simple-minded preacher of the Gospel. 
The aim of the preacher is not towards the range of appre- 
hension which was ever present to Him to whom the common 
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people listened gladl3^ If there really were anything in the 
style of our free-thinking authorship so peculiarly good as to 
render the adoption of it expedient, we should expect the sincere 
Christian to feel in some degree humbled by the necessity of 
having to borrow from such a source ; but for Christian ministers 
to take their place at the feet of such masters, that they may 
there learn how to vitiate their manner as public instructors, in 
place of improving it, is a painful exhibition of weakiicss, if not 
of something worse. Surely the field of our general literature 
has not been so poorly cultivated down to the middle of this 
nineteenth century as to have left us under the pressure of any 
such necessity. The men who pursue such a course have not, 
as every man of education must know, the shadow of an excuse 
for what they do. 

But, as wc have intimated, it is not merely the style, but the 
substance of the teaching, which not unfrequently suffers dete- 
rioration in the case of men who put themselves under such 
influence. We have already hinted that nicn may become 
unfaithful to the essential truth of Christianity in two ways — by 
not presenting it with sufficient promincvcey or by not ]>rescnting 
k with sufficient clearnvsfi. In either case the result is mis- 
chievous. We must be allowed to express it as our conviction, 
that with all men professing to be (Miristians, the writers of the 
New Testament should be taken as authority, not only as to what 
Christian truth really is, but as to the laws of j)roy>ortion and 
of distinctness with which that truth should be presented. Many 
of the allusions and illustrations in the y)ages of the New Testa- 
ment are no doubt of a nature to admit of being described as 
local and temporary'. But the doctrines set forth by the writers 
of those pages as being the truth, the space assigned to this 
special truth in their general teaching, and the explicitness 
with which they deliver themselves concerning the nature of the 
truth thus prominently given — these are all facts which Christians 
are bound to interpret, not as being of a merely transient 
significance, but as meant to operate in the way of a permanent 
authority. But there are men who say strange things on this 
subject, some in direct terms, others by the manner in w^hich they 
acquit themselves as public teachers. While professing to regarcl 
the New Testament as containing a divine revelation, their 
language, either in words, or in their manner of proceeding, is, 
tliat it would be a matter of sincere regret wdth them, if their 
friends should suppose them incapable of seeing the doctrines of 
the Gospel in other lights than those in vrhich they appear to* 
have been present to the mind of the apostles, or of presenting 
those doctrines in a manner much less open to exception than is^ 
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tlic manner observable in the first preachers of the Gospel, both 
as regards the extent in which such themes should be introduced 
in popular discourses, and the kind of language in which they 
should be^clothed. Some men take the extreme ground in this 
respect unblushingly ; others, of better meaning, proceed far in 
this direction without being alive to what they do really say, by 
allowing themselves to be thus influenced. What is done in this 
way is done for the most part insidiously, and the inexperienced 
arc perhaps little sensible to the inroads thus silently made on 
all manly taste and consistenc}', and on the convictions and 
feelings that should distinguish them as Christian ministers. It 
is an old policy of the enemy, to neutralize what may not be 
superseded, to "emasculate what may not be destroyed. We fear 
much less from the open assailants of the Gospel, than from those 
who allow themselves to be used as tools in corrupting it, in re- 
ducing it to a mere name, devoid of its proper substance and effect. 

W'e have a school of theology growing up among us just now, 
which, while distinguished by many excellencies, is open, as we 
think, to a large extent, to the above kind of exception. We 
refer to the class of writers and preachers who may be said to be 
represented by Hare, Maurice, Trench, and Kingslev. These? 
gentlemen, while they do not by any means take their place 
among the evangelical clergy, are very far from showing an\** 
disj)osition to substitute the cold ethical teaching of the high-and- 
dry priesthood in the place of the Gospel. Nothing, indeed, 
could be more repugnant to their thinking and feeling, than the 
notion that the chief design of the Gospel is to teach the poor to 
obey magistrates, to touch their hat to the parson, and to be sure 
never to enter a conventicle. Not that these writers arc un- 
mindful of the bearing of the Gospel on social duties. On the 
contrary, it is one of their characteristics, that they aim to diflusc 
a Christian influence- over everything human. Religion has 
been made to consist too much, in some connexions, in the 
receiving of a certain creed, the performance of certain ceremo- 
nies, and the cultivation of certain religious affections. But 
according to this class of divines, there are lying bej^ond every- 
thing of that nature, the manifold every-day duties of life, all "of 
which should have their relation to Christian motives, and be 
imbued with Christian feeling. The true fruit, it is maintained, 
of a Christian creed,, of Chrikian observances, and of Christian 
affections, will be, that a man’s every doing shall become a part 
of his Christianity — his buying and selling, his marrying and 

§ iving in marriage, his duties as neighbour, patriot, and philan- 
iropist, being all, in themselves, and in the temper in which they 
are performed, a part of his religion. We scarcely need say that 
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we regard this view of the nature of religion as just and scriptural. 
It is at once true and beautiful. This is to deal with religion as 
an inward life, not as a mere outward manner, as a leaven which 
should pervade everything, not as a restricted, conventional 
feeling, aifecting few tiling. 

Among the oriental nations, religion has been connected, after 
this manner, not merely with particular acts of a directly religious 
nature, but with everything domestic and social, by means of a 
complex ritualism instituted for this purpose. These signs, 
when invented, had of course their things signified. Tlie form 
was of a nature to denote what thq spirit should be. Under all 
these symbols there was to be a soul, and that soul was to consist 
in a ceaseless acknowledgment of human dependence and of 
human obligation, in relation to the j)owcr above humanity. 
This ritualism would never have existed, but for this reasonable 
feeling wliich lay at the root. And when the ritualism became 
for the most part a pitiable formalism, it was the reasonableness 
of this feeling, as that wdiich ouffkt ever to go along with it, that 
still upheld it. But while orientalists are content, in this respect, 
to possess the form without the spirit, our countrymen above 
named are aiming to diffuse the spirit without caring much 
about the form. This conspicuous fact, ho'vvevcr, in the history 
«f religions, is enough to show that the conception of religion as 
thus comprehensive, to which these writers give so much 
}>rominence, is far from being an original idea. It is a just 
conception, but there is nothing in it of the nature of a dis- 
covery, Nevertheless, the earnestness with which it is iterated 
by the j)arties adverted to, entitles them to high commendation. 

Of course the teaching of men who would thus connect 
religion with everything, will naturall3' be, in a very marked 
manner, religious teaching. Morality with them will never stand 
alone — after the fashion of die expounders of the principles of 
pure ethics. In their conception, morality will always be as 
a part and form of godliness. They will insist that tlic one should 
ever involve the other. They are only tvro parts of the same 
thing — different aspects of the same condition of mind. Ac- 
cordingly, in this school there is a strong clement of religiousness^ 
even where the subject directly treated is not religion. Take 
the following passage as an illustration on this point: — 

‘The Great Physician healed the blind and the lame in Judea; 
and why? — to show ns who heals the blind and the lame now — to 
show us that the good gift of medicine and surgery, and the physician’s 
art, comes down from Him who cured the panilytic and cleansed the 
lepers in Judea — to whom all power is given in lieaven and earth. 

^ So, again, with skill in farming and agriculture. From whom 
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does that come? The very heathens can tell us that, for it is curious 
that among the heathen, in all ages and countries, those men who 
have found out great improvements in tilling the ground have been 
honoured and often worshipped as divine men — as gods, thereby 
showing that the heathen, among all their idolatries, had a true and 
just notion about man's practical skill and knowledge — that it could 
only come from heaven, that it was by the inspiration and guidance of 
God above that skill in agriculture arose. What says Isaiah of that 
to the very same purpose? ‘ Doth the ploughman plough all day to 
sow? Doth he open and break the clods of his ground? When he 
hath made plain tlie face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the vetches, 
and cast in the principal wheat, and the appointed barley and the rye 
in their place? For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and 
doth teach him. This also,* says Isaiidi, ‘ cometh from the Lord of 
hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.* W’^ould 
to God you would all believe it! 

‘Again, wisdom and prudence, and a clear, powerful mind-r-are 
not they ]»arti of God’s likeiiess? How is God’s spirit described in 
Scripture? Jt is called the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of prudence and might. Therefore, surely, all wisdom and 
understanding, all prudence and strength of mind arc, like that 
Spirit, part of God’s image: and where did we get God’s image? 
we make ourselves like God? If we arc like him. He must have 
formed that likeness, and He alone. * The Spirit of God,’ says the^ 
Scriptui’o, ‘giveth us understanding.’ 

‘Or, again; — good nature and affection, love, generosity, pi t3% — whose 
likeness are tln*y? What is God’s name but love? God is love. 
Has not he revealed Himself as the God of mercy, full of long suffer- 
ing, compassion, and free forgiveness; and must no^ then, all love, 
afiectioJi, all compassion and generosity, be his gift? Yes. As the 
ra3\s come from the sun, and yet arc not the sun, everrso our love and 
pity, tliough they are not God, but merely a pure, weak image and 
rellcction of Him, yet from Him alone they come. If there is mercy 
in our hearts, it comes from the fountain of mercy. If there is the 
liglit of love in us, it is a ray from the full sun of His love. 

* Or houestj", again, and justice, — whose image are they but God’s? 
Is He not Tin: Just One — tlie righteous God? Is not wdiat is just 
for man just for (-ioiP Are not the laws of justice and honesty, by 
which man deals fairly with man, His laws — the laws by which God 
deals with us? Docs not every book — I had almost said every page 
— in the Bible show us that all our justice is but the copy and pattern 
of God’s justice, — the working out of tho.se six latter commandments 
of His winch are summed up in that one command, ‘ Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself ?’ ’ — Kingsley's Village Sermom^ pp. 39 — 42. 

It will be seen from this passage that it is not enough that 
godliness should be made to find its natural expression in every 
form of moral feeling and action, but morality, in this view. 
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inasmuch as the power to realize moral feeling and to do moral 
acts must be from God, is to be accounted as godliness. Men 
who strive to do justice to a neglected truth, are always in danger 
of pushing it to extremes. Of this more presently. 

In harmony with this general idea as to the connexion — we 
may say the identity, between morality and religion, the writers 
under consideration, while they are bound to be quite as moral 
as they are theological in their teaching, so are they bound to be 
quite as theological as they are moral. Theologj’ with this 
school, accordingly, is no slighted science. Its claims arc ad- 
mitted. Its (questions arc often elaborately treated. It connects 
itself, in their hands, with the erudition and with the philosophi- 
cal thought of the times. In their pages it is never presented as 
a cold, angular orthodoxy, but is ever allied w’ith an elevated 
and devout feeling. Tliere is a degree of poetical beauty and 
impressiveness in their mode of dealing with such topics. The 
cultivated power of perception, the chastened imagination, the 
affections refined by the influence of good taste — all arc there. 
In the effect produced we trace much of the better feeling found 
in the better class of Evangelical believers, but feelings partaking 
of more discrimination, of more breadth, of more mcllowncs.s, and 
altogether of a larger style in its relation both to taste and 
^thinking. 

Concerning the great fact of the world’s depravity, these 
writers express themselves with grave emphasis, at the same time 
with care to avoid the blind, undistinguishing style of denunciation 
too common on that subject. With great emphasis, too, do they 
pronounce that the deep need of this world is the need of a 
remedial dispensation of religion of the kind placed before us 
in the Gospel. Men, in their view, are everywhere more or loss 
conscience-smitten, sensible to a state of moral degradation, and 
casting about for some means wherewith to provide against the 
exigencies of their condition, everywhere devising for themselves 
false gospels, when they have not access to the true. Religious 
sentiment is thus at the root of all religions. Religious ideas 
ever come uj) from that source — they are not of priests, nor of 
lawgivers, but from bumauily. Priests and lawgivers may be 
observant of these susceptibilities, and may strive hard to make 
their own uses of them, but th^ do not create them — they cannot 
destroy them. In Trench’s llulscan Lectures on ‘The Uncon- 
scious Prophecies of Heathendom,' and in Maurice’s Lectures on 
‘ The Religions of the World,’ these views are worked out with 
much learning and ability. In the views themselves there is 
nothing of novelty. Orthodox divines, of the more intelligent 
class, have always looked substantially thus on the condition of 
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humanity, and on the religions which that condition has gene- 
rated. feut the class of writers of whom we speak have done 
better than their predecessors in this field, bringing to the culti- 
vation of it much more discrimination than we commonly find in 
our Evangelical pulpits, and, at the same time, more warmth of 
imagination, and more Christian feeling, than will be found in 
the old dry orthodox mode of writing about it. 

As will be supposed, the st 3 *le of these writers is altogether 
devoid of those Methodist conventionalisms, which come upon us 
so monotonously, and so unceasingly, from many quarters. It is 
in the main elevated and scholarlike. The only exception is 
w^hen Archdeacon Hare or Mr. Kingsley attempt to express 
themselves in a manner not natural to them, with a view to the 
edification of the poor. 

But in expressing these opinions, we have said nearly all we 
have to say in hivour of this school. Its excellencies are many, 
but they are subject to some heavy drawbacks; and its incon- 
sistencies, of more than one complexion, are such as must impede, 
and in great part frustrate their great and common object. 

Even their style, though rich and beautiful of its kind, is by 
no means of the best kind for their purpose, whether that purpdfee 
be to affect the popular mind generally, or that portion of tl\e 
more educated classes, who, from their active, alert, independenf 
cast of thinking, are the most likely to go astray on religious 
matters. We have said their style is sdholarlike, but unfortu- 
nately it is so much so as to be fit only for scholars. It is the 
sonorous, length}’, verbose, half light, half dai4t sort of style 
which is sure to be acceptable to clergymen, and to others with 
whom reading is a lounge or an amusement, ratHhr than an out- 
Ia\’ of time and attention, from which an adequate return is 
expected. Every paragraph gives you its gleam of thought, but 
it is as of light traced through daraness. Often, at every avail- 
able halting-place, you feel the need of retracing your steps, that 
you may ascertain what you have learnt or understood from what 
has gone before. But to effect this, you have not unfrequently 
to do something like translate your author, though what has been 
written is in English ; and, when you have so done, your patience 
perhaps is not a little tried on finding how fragmentary and how 
obvious is the thought which this huge, high-sounding vehicle of 
words has been employed to convey to you. This may all be 
very well in drawing-rooms, or in the libraries of ladies in rich 
houses, but it is not easy to conceive of anything less adapted to 
that impatience of the obscure, the tedious, the roundabout — of 
the much talk and little work style, which is so characteristic of 
our age. But a specimen or two will best illustrate our meaning* 
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We select these without search for them, and tlic first is from 
Mr. Trench’s Lectures on ‘The Unconscious Prophecies of Hea- 
thendom.’ 

“ Leaving aside, as not belonging to my argument, wlmt there was 
of positively divinely constituted prei»aration ibr the coming of Christ 
in the Jewish economy, 1 shall make it iny task to trace what, in my 
narrow limits I may, of the implicit expectations which there were in 
the heathen world — to contemplate, at h^ast, under a few leading 
aspects, the yearnings of the nations for a Redeemer, and for all which 
the true Redeemer only could give — for the great facts of his life, for 
the great truths of his teaching. Nor may this be all : for this, liow- 
cver interesting in itself, could scarcely come under the title of Chris- 
tian apology; of which the idea is, that it is jiot merely the truth, but 
the truth assorting itself in the face of error. Jt will, therefore, he 
my endeavour further to rescue these dim prophetic antic;ij)ations of 
the heathen world from the abuse which lias sometimes been made 
of them, to show that these dreams of the world, so far from hedping 
to persuade us that all winch yve hold is a dream likewise, are rather 
exactly that which ought to have preceded the world’s awaking ; that 
these parhelions do not proclaim everything else to be an optical 
illusion, but announce and witness for a sun tliat is travelling into 
light; that these false ancilia of man’s forging, tell of a true which 
has indeed come down from heaven. I would fain show’ that 
Itliere ought to have been these; the transcending worth and dignity 
of the Christian revelation not being diminished by their existence, 
but rather enhanced; for its glory lies, not in its having relation to 
nothing w’hich went before itself, but rather in its having i-clation to 
everything, — in its being the middle point to which all lines, some con- 
sciously, more unconsciously, were tending, and in W’hich all centred 
at last.’ — ^pp. 14;J — 14o. 

The following is from Mr. Maurice’s ‘ Religions of the World:' — 

‘ ITie evidence furnished by the great political revolution at the close 
of the last century seems slowdy to have undermined the w’hole theory 
respecting the invisible world, and men’s connexion with it, which 
possessed the teachers of that century. Men arc beginning to be con- 
vinced that if religion had had only the devices and tricks of states- 
men or priests to rest upon, it could not have stood at all ; for that 
these are very weak things indeed, which, when they are hjft to them- 
selves, a popular tempest must carry utterly aAvay. If they have 
lasted a single day, it must have been because they had something 
better, truer than themselves to sustain them. Tliis better, truer thing, 
it seems to be allowed, must be that very faith in men’s hearts upon 
which 30 many disparaging epithets were cast, and which it was sup- 
posed could produce no fruits that were not evil and hurtful. Faith, 
it is now admitted, has been the most potent instrument of good to the 
world— has given to it nearly all which it can call precious. But then, 
it is asked, is there not ground Tor supposing that all the difierent reli- 
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p^ous systems, and not one only, may be the legitimate products of that 
faith which is so essential a part of man’s constitution V Are not they 
manifestly adapted to peculiar times and localities and races ? Is it 
not probable that the theology of all alike is something merely acci- 
dental — an imperfect theory about our relations to the universe, which 
will in due time give place to some other? Have we not reason to 
suppose that Christianity, instead of being, as we have been taught, a 
revelation, has its root in the heart and intellects of man, as much as 
any other system ? Are there not the closest, the most obvious, rela- 
tions between it and them ? Is it not subject to the same law of decay, 
from the progress of knowledge and society, wdth all the rest? Must 
we not expect that it, too, will lose all its mere theological character- 
istics, and that what at last survives of it will be something of a very 
general charaebT — some gr(‘at idf‘as of what is good and beautiful — 
some excellent maxims of life, which may very well assimilate, if they 
be not actually the same, with the essential principles wdiich are con- 
tained in all other religions, and which will also, it is hoped, abide for 
ever?’ — pp. 8 — 9. 

These extracts maybe taken as indicating the vein of learning, 
and of philosophical thinking, generally found in these writers, 
no Jess than as showing the peculiar style in which instruction is 
very commonly conveyed by them, rhythm of the com- 

position is so continuous, that discourse in it seems at times t<> 
become a song — a something to be sung, rather than a sermon — ' 
or a something to be said. Men employed in preaching are the 
only men who could have been tempted to fall into such a 
mannerism. In the reading of such composition, the song of the 
voice is all but certain to adapt itself to the song- of the words; 
and the cflect in that case, one should think, must be a drowsy 
affair. That the attention of an auditory should be in some 
sense secured by such means we can understand, but it must be, 
wc should imagine, as by a kind of mesmerism, the natural in- 
fluence of such an ever-returning course of notation being, to rock 
the hearer into a sympathy with sound, if with nothing else. It 
is true, the style of Dr. Chalmers partook of the diffuseness, 
verboseness, and monotony observable in these writings ; but in 
his case, these opiate tendencies were counteracted by the lire 
which he always diffiiscd through his composition, and still more 
through his utterance. 

The authors from whom the preceding extracts are taken, 
write evidently under the impression that they have a work to 
do in iheir generation, and wc earnestly wish to see that work 
prosper in their hands. But had Luther spoken in tones so 
softened into music, so much in the smooth, subdued, lullaby 
strain, as we find in the case of these gentlemen, we fear that 
his labours would have tended rather to hush the w^orld into a 
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deeper slumber, than to have called it into wakefulness. The 
demand of the order of mind among us most > needing to be 
brought under the help which these writers are otherwise so 
competent to give, is not for a professional style of writing, how- 
ever good of its kind, but for a style which shall be natural 
— natural to religion as to everything beside. We have, of 
course, in a state of society like ours, man}^ dreamy, poetical, 
sentimental people, who are much more desirous of being soothed 
by melody, than of being startled by force ; who would rather 
see thought glide before them like beautiful figures, all but lost 
in the silvery clouds through which they float, than see it stand 
out as an object defined and settled, ready, as with a trumpet 
tongue, to call the indolent to action. The style required by 
the men who arc doing the work of our gcnenition, is a style 
which shall be characterised by directness, by clearness, by 
vividness, by force — in a word, a style which shall give you 
thought as a mirror gives you back your countenance, in a 
manner which fits you to see it as a reality, wholly forgetful of 
the medium through which it comes. But this style neitlier 
Mr. Maurice nor Mr. Trench has realized. They have simply 
given us the mannerism of an Oxford or Cambridge pulpit, in 
place of the mannerism of our early Methodists, or of our later 
* Evangelicals. The one thing needful — a pul])it-.style which 
shall not be a mannerism of any sort, but nature, is still to come. 
When we say that this is still to come, we of course merely 
intend to say that it is not now to any large extent the style 
of the pulpit; we do not forget the admirable examples of ibis 
description supplied by such men as Arnold and Whateley. 
We should say, also, that the taste of which we complain in the 
writers before named, is mostly observable in the more elaborate 
of their works. In some of Mr, Maurice’s sermons it is less 
perceptible than in his lectures and treatises; and in Trench’s 
volume on the parables, which is occupied almost wholly in 
exposition, we trace nothing of the kind. 

It may be thought that our observations on the style of Mr. 
Trench and Mr. Maurice will not be applicable to Archdeacon 
Hare and Mr. Kingsley. To the arclideacon they are, we 
think, applicable in a considerable degree, though not to the 
same extent ; but to Mr. Kingsley, we admit, they may not be 
applied at all, Mr. Kingsley, when writing after his own 
manner, shows himself to be master of great power of expres- 
sion. To much of the simplicity and directness of Arnold and 
Whateley, he adds a vividness and fire of his own. Should he 
not be found wanting in judgment, he is capable, from his 
literary aptitudes, of doing both religion and the state some 
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service. But we cannot congratulate Mr. Kingsley, still less the 
archdeacon, when they attempt to do the simple as village 
preachers. Both have given themselves to effort in this way, and 
with the most praiseworthy intentions. But as commonly 
happens in such cases, the condescension of the effort, in place of 
being concealed, is so manifest, that even the most obtuse among 
the poor must be painfully alive to it. At every step it is felt, 
that a scholar and a gentleman is trying to make things plain to 
the ignorant and the poor. It can never be pleasing to the 
humbler classes to feel that they arc so dealt with, and this in 
the presence of their rich neighbours — who are not so much 
seeking instruction themselves, as observing how the clergyman 
is endeavouring to instruct minds so much below their own. 
Attempts to do this thing — to preach to the humbler classes as 
a class — degenerate almost uniformly into something overdone. 
It is within our knowledge, that among the poorest i;^o listen to 
eff’orts of this nature in the case of the very preachers now in our 
view, there are those who feel that religion loses dignity, and is 
degraded, by the strain of homely expression and illustration 
resorted to for the purpose of making it intelligible to village 
dulness. The feeling of the poor man, and of the poor woman,* 
too, is often, in such circumsUinces, not so much admiration of 
the good intentions of the minister, as pity for his want of the 
common sense, or of the sort of experience, which he might 
acquire, if he would only travel a little further beyond the 
margins of his books. It is a too frequent mistake among 
j)rcachers, to underrate the popular understanding. JThe common 
people may fail to apprehend wdiat the preacher has overlaid 
with conventional phrases and mannerisms ; but Ifjt language be 
used for the sini])le purpose of giving the utmost clearness to 
thought, and if the thought be worth caring about, the popular 
mind will be sure to see it, and to see the uses that should be 
made of it. 

We should not omit to obsen^, that the discourses of all these 
preachers are distinguished from those usually heard in Evan- 
gelical pulpits, as being without any formal indication of plan. 
The scholastic method of division and subdivision has no doubt 
been often pushed to a ridiculous extent. But we greatly 
distrust the wisdom of the modern fashion, which seems to 
proceed upon the idea that, if you are to convey your instruc- 
tions with method, the art to be exercised by you is not in 
giving that method clear announcement, but in concealing it 
from the auditory as completely as possible. The conclusion 
would appear to have been, that it is not desirable that the 
Iiearcr should be at all assisted by break or halting- place of any 
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kind, and that if he cannot be sufficiently attentive to retain the 
connexion of a discourse without such helps, lu? deserves to lose 
it — a conclusion not exactly in accordance witli ])rofcssi()ns of 
special solicitude for the improvement of tlie class of minds 
v?hich are sure to need assistance in that way and in every 
other. The natural effect of a taste of this sort, where the style 
of composition is itself 11 o win and monotonous, is to add to that 
monotony, and, at the same time, to expose the preaclicr to the 
danger of becoming superficial and rambling. Faults of ibis 
latter description are observable, and in great part, as we think, 
from this cause, even in the case of the gifted nicii whose works 
are now belbre us. 

But the gravest fault in the writings of this class of divines, is 
in their manner of prcsoiiting theological truth. Wc see not on 
what ground they can be charged with deserting the standard of 
orthodoxy. That they hold in substance the doctrines usually so 
designated ^vc do not doubt ; but speaking generally, they do 
not present those doctrines with the requisite clearness, nor do 
tliey always assign them their due prornittonce. 

They cannot be said to reject the doctrine of tlie atonement. 
They speak often of C'hrist as dying for our sins, and of his 
death as a sacrifice — thr sacrifice whicli thc^ old law had so long 
‘prefigured, lint tlicy never present this doctrine witli the 
largeness and thoroughness wherewith I’aul presents it. Its 
relation to the spirituality of the moral law, and to tlie rectitude 
of the divine govornment, are themes but lightly tonehecl. The 
idea of the Iimoccnt One sorrowing and dying th.'it the guilty 
might be j)anloued, is presented in phrases and general expres- 
sions as a great fact, — hut as a fact the depths of which we cannt)t 
hope to comprehend. In their care to avoid some of the exaggera- 
tions of orthodoxy in relation to this doctrine, tiioy tail to give us 
its whole trutli. Alen of cultivated feeling may well he shockcnl by 
the bargain -making, coinnicreial spirit wdiich some theologians 
have brought, in all its arithmcticfd minuteness, to their expo- 
sitions of this tenet. But in rejecting the coarseness t)f the 
fanatic, it behoves us to guard against placing ourselves at issue 
with the example which the apostles themselves have set before 
us. Paul, and Peter, and John speak clearly and fervently in 
regard to this doctrine. In the Epistle to the Romans it is 
given with elaborate development, and given, as we suppose, for 
our learning. 

I?ut if the references to Christ in his relation to the cross^ are 
less frequent, and less distinct and emphatic than they should 
be, in this class of writers, they dwell with much interest on the 
beauty of the Saviour’s character, and from the attractive influ* 
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encc of so much gootluess they expect large results. It is not so 
much the Cross as the Ltcuruation, that makes the gospel to be 
what it is to their feeling. Mention is made of the sacrifice of 
Christ, and of hel}) to our weak nature from the Holy Spirit— 
but it is the beauty of goodness stooping so low, and enduring so 
miicli, and all this as a nianifestation, not simply of the hurnan» 
but of the divine in the human — it is this which calls forth the 
highest admiration of these writers, and is the great instrument 
by which they hope to move the hearts of men towards goodness. 
IJence it happens, that, without being Unitarians, or even Arians, 
there is scarcely anything in the religious feeling of tliese persons 
wdth which a devout Arian, or even a Unitarian of the Charming 
school, might not fully sympathise. The points of belief to which 
siudi persons would object are so softened, and those in which 
th('y feel their chief intei'cst are given in such lights and such 
fulness, that the boundaries between orthodoxy and something 
supjmsed to he very different, almost cease to be perceptible. 

VVe repeat, it would be unjust to charge these gentlemen with 
having surrendered their orthodoxy, but we feel bound to say 
that tlioir miinnor of presenting the doctrines of ^Christianity is 
not Paul's manner; that over some departments of truth, ki 
respect to which he is (dahoratcly explicit, they are as elaborately 
hazy; and that through their whole system, the assimilating’* 
clement of the gosj)el, as resulting from the character of Christ, 
is much more prominent than the redeeming element as resulting 
from his death. For ourselves, we are ready to admit that modern 
orthodoxy was open to some improvement in thi^ direction; but 
we regret that religious truth should have been obscured, in this 
attempt to make it productive of a dce})or religious feeling. We 
covet, most earnestly, all tlic spiritual influences from the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, wliich these writers aim to realise, but w'e wish 
to sec those influences realised after the apostolic maimer, by a 
full, clear, scri])lural inculcation of the facts of the Christian 
redemption, and not by such an artistic treatment of them as shall 
throw any one phase of them into undue shadow, out of deference 
to our motlcrn tastes or philosophies. 

Of the manner in which this may he done, we have already 
given some intimation; and it may he proper to advert for a 
iiu)nicnt to a tendency, proceeding from this same source, to con- 
found the scriptural difference between the natural and revealed, 
and to raise the simply natural virtues of humanity, into the 
place of the Christian virtues. Thus the sermon in Mr. Kingsley’s 
volume from which an extract of some length is given in a preced- 
ing page, is intillcd, * The Work of God's Spirit.’ But the whole 
drift of the discourse so designated, is to show that every capacity 
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and possession of man, inasmuch as it must come from God, is a 
part of ‘The Work of God’s Spirit!’ The work of the lloly 
Spirit on tlie soul, as commonly understood, is glanced at towards 
the close of the sermon, but the great purport of the discourse is 
as above stated. Surely this is a manner of attempting to give a 
religiousness to the whole life of man, which is hardly consistent 
with doing justice to what is distinctive of the gospel, or with a 
due regard to the manner in which that distinctive truth is set 
forth by the inspired writers. Most proper is it that effort should 
be made to bring men to feel that every good gift must have come 
to them from the Father of Lights. But is it not possible to do 
that, without losing sight of those theological, and of those moral 
distinctions, which the writers of the New Testament are so 
careful to keep in view? It would be easy to give further illus- 
tration to this effect, showing how the spirit of reaction against 
a freciuent narrowness of modern orthodoxy may run into excess 
of an opposite kind, so as to displace an alleged bigotry by a 
mischievous latitudinarianism. 

Some portion of this misconception and confusion may be 
traced to a German origin. Archdeacon Hare and Mr. Trench 
are largely indebted to our Teutonic theologians; and the influ- 
ence of writers of that class on Mr. Maurice and Mr, Kingsley, 
. though less direct and less obvious, is still considerable. 

Concerning the good or evil to be derived from such sources, 
the most extravagant notions arc abroad, and sometimes find 
utterance, not only in conversation, but through the press. It is 
no doubt truejj^that there is in many minds an unmanly fear of 
all speculation known to have been excogitated by our German 
neighbours. But it is not less manifest, that in some other 
minds, there is a disposition to admire whatever comes from that 
quarter, which is every whit as far removed from a manly discri- 
mination — from common sense. With some, the very sight of 
German text would seem to be cnougli to conjure up imps of all 
sorts, as ever weaving their mischiefs there. While with some 
others, there seems to be so strange a charm in those same cha- 
racters, that when they once become the vehicle of thought, the 
most common-place matters of information pass into something 
extraordinary and profound; and reasoning so puerile, that the 
youths of a Scotch logic class would laugh their brother stripling 
to scorn who should be caught indulging in it, is converted into 
something so cogent and resistless, that the hint, the mutter, 
and the significant shake of the head about it, seem almost to 
say, that it must be purely from forbearance on the part of those 
wonderful Germans, if w^c poor English Christians have a shred 
of our ancient faith left to hold by! Now w'c scarcely know 
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which we pity the most in this case, the fear on the one side, or 
the worship on the other, for the}' are much on a level as regards 
the ignorance or stupidity from which they proceed. 

It is high time that such exaggerations, on either hand, should 
come to an end. Twenty years ago it might have been reason- 
able to allege that the man who could not read German, must, of 
necessity, know but little of the German style of thought. But 
that time has passed. The best authorship of Germany, in 
theology and ecclesiastical history, as well as in general literature, 
is now before us in our own language, and it is the fault of the 
English student if he is not in a position to have aright to judge 
as to the characteristics of German genius, and as to the fruit 
which has come from it. 

It must suffice, at present, to say that, in general, the German 
stand-point, whether looking tow^ards man or towards his Maker, 
is not ours; and from what is characteristic of the German in 
this respect, theological truth, as presented by him, is almost 
sure to be obscured to the English understanding, by a haze 
coming either from the higher philosophy in the case ot some, or 
from a dreamy mysticism in the case of others. It seems to l^e 
in the nature of the German, that he should find his Messiah, his 
Salvation, his Gosjiel, by the light of his own consciousness, if he ^ 
ever docs find them, more than as a fact in history — by the aid 
of his metaphysics, more than by any external evidence, either 
past or present. This remark, as every one knows, applies even 
to such men as Schlciermiicher and Neander, This inversion of 
the English mode of investigation, naturally leaves but very par- 
tial and feeble affinities between German thought and our own. 
Strauss’s argument, indeed, whether we retain or discard his 
mythic theory, is mainly historical, and for Jthis reason, Germany 
has given us the poison in this case, without giving us the anti- 
dote. What has been written in reply to Strauss in Germany, 
will not be accepted by the English student as an answer. It 
consists of contributions only towards that object — of materials 
which, to the mind of an l^nglishman, need to be collected, 
sorted, sifted, and worked up afre.sh, if they are to serve their 
purpose in a manner at all satisfactory. What is true of the 
literature of Germany on this question, is, in the main, true of 
its theological literature generally. But many who meddle with 
Germanism will be sure to meddle with it crudely, and the result 
will be a measure of obscurity, and more or less of mischief. 
There never has been a people who have possessed so much of 
the show of reasoning, with so little of the substance. Arch- 
deacon Hare and Mr. Trench have known how to work this soil 
w'ith skill and advantage, but with some of its better products 
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they have given us some admixtures which might have been 
spared. In common, too, with all students of their class, 
tney have sometimes travelled far in search of material which 
they might have found, and have found better digested, nearer 
home. 

Most of our readers will be aware, that in the attempt of 
Mr. Kingsley and Mr. Maurice to extend the influence of 
Christianity more thoroughly to the relations of every-day life, 
they have committed themselves to certain speculations of an 
economic description, to which lliey have given the name of 
Christian Socialism. These speculations, however, do more 
credit to the feeling of our autliors than to their judgment. With 
all due respect, also, bo it said, they are such as would be much 
more in place with Christian ministers in some other connexions, 
than with the clergymen of the Church of England. To j)our 
forth lamentations over the liardshi]is of the relations betwc'eii 
employers and employed, as in the ease of tailors and their 
masters, and in the same breath to become loud in the praise of a 
sy.stern which, at the cost of the people, and largely of the j)oor, 
raises the ministers of religion to a haroiiiul greatness, and eiidovws 
them with a baronifd wealth, is not exactly the* most edifying 
exhibition of consistency the world might witness. Nor can we 
‘estimate the general ethics of this school so highly as we might 
otherwise have done, when wo call to mind the web of so[)hisines 
by which alone such men can retain their place in this .system — » 
the condition of an unfeigned apjnoval of all and cvcrylliing 
in tliat systenv being insisted upon in terms the most rigid tliat 
could be devised for the j)urpo.se. JJut this is a tender point, and, 
for the present, we leave it. 

With regard to ourselves as Nonconformists, wx can scarcely 
be said to have a f)ulpit literature at all. Our divines rarely 
print sermons j partly because, as being the production of dis- 
senters, few churchmen would read them, and partly because 
dissenters scarcely ever read sermons, write tliein who may. 
The article is to be obtained so cheap on a Sunday, that our 
people seem to have no idea of its being wise to obtain it at 
considerable cost on any other day. I hey do much more Abolish 
tilings, however, than they would do, if they were to discard this 
notion, and to encourage such a literature. I'he theological 
education of Nonconformist ministers is greatly in advance of 
the theological education of clergymen. IVcaching, too. is an 
exercise to which the dissenting minister is trained as the 
churchman is not. As a rule, accordingly, Nonconformist 
ministers should be better divines, and better preachers, than the 
clergy; and, as a rule, we think they are so. But clergymen 
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who give themselves from choice to the scientific study of theo- 
logy, often do so with great advantage. If men of thorough 
education, their previous grounding in general literature gives a 
largeness, freedom, and richness to their treatment of theological 
questions, to which men whose antecedents have been less 
favourable rarely attain. Archdeacon Hare, Mr. Maurice, and 
Mr. Trench are all instances of this favourable kind. But 
speaking of matters in their average, our judgment is, that the 
theology of the Bible is better expounded, and better presented 
to the ))oj)ular a}>prchcnsion, by Nonconformist preachers than 
by elergyiiicn. Our own observation, wdiich has been somewhat 
extended, certainly forces us to the conclusion, that in respect 
to fulness of matter, and skill in manner, the scale does thus 
turn as between liie two classes of teachers. In respect to 
general education, and the general taste arising from it, the 
advantage is with the clergy; in respect to theological education, 
and the consequent ])ower of handling theological topics, the 
advantage lies the other way.* Hundreds of sermons arc heard 
from Nonconformist pulpits every Sabbath-day, rich in nearly all 
the qualities of goodness, such as deserve to be far better known, 
but of which iu)thing survives beyond the hour in which they 
are delivered. Of course, these hundreds may leave some 
thousands, concerning a great part of which, perhaps, the less' 
that is said the belter. 

But it is time wci should bring those observations to a close, 
and that we should now pass from this estimate of the Christian 
ministry, as it is striving to adapt itself to the pines, to state 
in a lew direct terms, what, in our \ic\f, this ministry must be, if 
the demands of the coining lime arc to be met by it. 

1. We say, then, that the Christian ministry to come must be 
a minisLiy the doctrine of which shall find its grand utterance in 
the two old words, R edemption and Regeneration. We say that 
such must be the ministry to come, because we believe in the 
destined ju’ogress of Christianity, and we see this agency in the 
order of iiu‘aiis necessary to that end. But wc say this also on 
other grounds, much broader and less open to exception. Any- 

* lu support of this statement we may appeal to two volumes of sermons 
recently jmblislied by two Nonconformist minislers — one by the Rev. George 
Smith, the other by the Rev. Mr. Jvatterns. These discourses, without aspiring 
to the rank of ijrcul sermons, and while wanting, no doubt, in qualities which a 
better aeqnuintaiice with the theological literature of the Church of England, as 
well us wiili that of our Puritans and Nonconformists, might have secured for them, 
are neverthele^s discourses which may be described as containing an amount of 
theological truth, exhibitcii with a distinctness, freedom, and force, which we find 
only ot•ca^i(»nally in the discourses of evangelical clergymen. We say this without 
being forgetful of the labourers iu this field who do so much honour to the Church 
of England. 
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thing’ short of this will not be the message which the Bible 
contains — will not be the message which man needs. Nor must 
there be any paralyzing hesitancy as to the fact that such is the 
message which the book brings to us. The ministry to come 
must be ready with its reasons, of various kinds, for having a 
mind thus made up on this point — but thus made up it must be. 
The authority which attaches to holy Scripture must be clear 
and settled, if it is to be an authority wielded to any purpose. 
The doctrine announced iis contained in those Scriptures must 
be of the old compass, embracing the substance of the old views 
in relation to guilt and sin, to redemption and renovation — 
pointing with a steady finger to God’s w’orld above us, into 
which Paul so much longed to enter; and to the Devil’s w'orld 
beneath us, which commends itself so little to the taste of some 
of our moderns. Men content to preach these doctrines in a 
dubious, peradventure tone, to a sensuous, luxurious, and scep- 
tical age like ours, are the men to do the Devil’s work, not the 
work of God. So to preach, must be to leave the sensuous to 
their filth, the luxurious to their selfishness, the sceptical to 
their doubting. The men to move other men, must be men 
who can earnestly say — ‘ We believe, and therefore speak.^ 

We commend this course, and we believe that this course is to 
' constitute the strength of the ministry to come — not because the 
theme of the Christian minister is one that does not admit of 
being dealt with in the way of jealous scrutiny, but because it 
has been so dealt with times and often, dealt with so long, and 
with such resi^ilts, that we have a right now to look uj)on it as a 
settled matter, and have a right to speak of it accordingly. W'e 
say this in full memory of the endless exceptions that have been 
urged against this theme, and of all the silly boastings we some- 
times hear about the supposed effect of these hostilities. The 
withes have been laid on, but Samson is not bound. Chris- 
tianity, which, according to the Platonists and pagans of the 
first five centuries in its history, was always about to die with 
the next generation, is not yet dead. The faith which Voltairism 
was to annihilate, is still in the held, and^doing battle there with 
a stronger hand than ever. Each new onslaught has been pro- 
claimed as surely the fatal one ; but somehow, the blow does 
not perform its ex[)ccted office, the antagonist keeps his footing, 
and seems only more likely than ever to continue to keep it. 

How is this ? It is because the strong side of the controversy 
is with us — because, if we may so speak, the humanity of the 
controversy is with us. There is nothing in the world so white, 
bat that men may reason to prove it black, and that with a 
sufficient degree of plausibility to puzzle the wits of the 
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uninitiated. It argues great ignorance — an expectation of the 
monstrous from the Almighty, to suppose that if a revelation 
come to man, it must so come as to preclude all ground for 
objection, or for difference of opinion. Moral truth knows 
nothing of such evidence. It is not on earth, it is not in heaven, 
it can never be. That infidelity and heterodoxy have their case 
we admit; but that it is, when rightly viewed, in either instance, 
a good case, we deny, deny with no puling hesitancy of speech, 
but in terms the clearest and strongest we can command for the 
purpose. 

Nor is the strength of evidence on the Christian side, the 
strength of mere learning. It is much more a strength derived 
from the consciousness, the experience, the sense of religious 
want, in man. 31 en of research have found this sense of void- 
ness and evil, and this consequent feeling of need, everywhere 
in the past. They see, also, that everywhere this feeling has 
been putting men upon expedients to find a deliverer, who may 
be to them what they cannot be to themselves, and a purifier who 
may do for them wliat they may not do for themselves. The 
lore to this effect which has been brought together by modern 
sch()larshi[>, is great, and a sort of digest from it has been given of 
late to our own reading public.* But the very philosophical process , 
of reasoning which this digest is intended to sustain, is to the 
effect, that as men were so long and so generally employed in 
seeking a Gospel in the ancient world, without finding it, all hope 
of our ever finding a Gospel to be a fit object for human trust must 
be a delusion ! Whatever may be the judgment of some of 
our philosophers, it ma}^ we think, be safely left to the common 
sense of the unsophisticated everywhere to say, whether the 
natural inference in this case be not precisely the reverse of that 
which is thus pressed upon us. It had used to be the doctrine 
of pliiloso|)hers, that capacity must imply object, and that where 
a sense of want in man is evidently from his nature, provision 
has been made for that want somewhere in nature. If this be not 
denied — if this law be found to obtain through all gradations of 
existence, from the lowest upwards, until we reach the human 
s{>irit, are we to expect that it will fail there ? No. Reason 
affirms, that it will not only be in force there, but there more 
than elsewhere. It is manifestly in the nature and condition of 
man, as we know him, that he should feel his need of a deliverer 
and a renovator, as the great want of his being; and all his self- 
devised religions, accordingly, will be found to consist, in their 
main features, of so many attempts to construct for himself this 
needed Gospel. Now the history of every false Gospel, so 
* Makay’s Progret8 0 / JnteliecU 
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originated, points, with strong presumptive evidence, to the 
existence of a Gospel somewhere which is not false. Kgypt aod 
Asia, Greece and Italy, proclaim to us from of old, that this 
feeling was in them, and they relate to us the search they made 
in the hope of finding a provision for it. Hindooism, Buddhism, 
and our own Komanisrn, all proceed in these later times on the 
same ground. The great heart of humanity, through the ])ast 
and the present, is thus imperative in its deiiiands of a Gosped — 
of instruction that may lead man to a deliverer and a renovator. 
Is this language of humanity, so diffused and so imperishable, a 
lie? Then humanity itself is a lie. If our nature be false here 
— in these its most wddely-sproad and deeply-rooted instincts, 
where can it be true — wherein may we trust it ? 

In cleaving to our old truth, then, the truth of a religion founded 
upon the old doctrines of redemption and regeneration, \vc arc 
not vesting our faith in notions called forth l)y ticcitlents, or in a 
narrow formula which the peculiarities of race or country have 
originated and fashioned. On the contrary, in so doing, we take 
our stand on ground as broad and as ])crmanent as humanity, and 
we have authority to say to men everywhere, that the nceessily 
*of our nature, whicli heaven has permitted, is, as reason might 
suggest, a necessity for which heaven has provided. Surely llie 
Being who has given men the capacity to feel that their present 
condition is degraded and unha|)py, lias not left them wholly 
without the means of rising to soinetiiiug higher and more 
felicitous. Belief in a Gospel existing somewhere tior hLiuianity, 
is the most rational of all beliefs; and to believe thus, must be, 
in our circumstances, to believe in the Gospel which has come to 
us through the Anointed One as in llie ‘ lleallh’ designed for all 
nations. 

During the early centuries of the church the controversy 
raged, as we have seen, without ceasing, bctwocri a Philosojdiical 
paganism and the Christian faith. Bui nearly a thousand years 
followed in which a dominant cliurch tolerated no rival. Ihose 
years closed w ith the age of Luther, Since tiial age changes so 
great have come over the conditions of mind and of society, that 
the old antagonist parties arc now^ fronting eacli other again upon 
the same battle-field. It is true, wtj have iio rt'uson to expect 
that the modern Julianism will be put down by the arm of the 
civil power. But it is to be remembered, that even in the fourth 
century, that power came in the wake of the Christian victory, 
not in the van of it, and that it would not have come at all, with 
any permanent effect, if it had not come in that order. Kow, 
also, as anciently, the Cliristian may be sure of thus much in 
respect to his uuiagoiiists — with all their talk about carnvstnessj 
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tliere are very few earnest men among them, and with all their talk 
about faiths they have to learn, for the most part, what such an 
exercise of mind, as directed towards anything above the earthly, 
really means. As a rule, loosened from Christianity, they settle 
in nothing. Rejecting that external authority, like their pre- 
cursors in the remote past, they lind nothing steady to put in its 
place, and are like sands drifted to a new position by every action 
of the tide. Either they have no convictions, or, in Stirling 
fashion, they get a new supply about every twoyears. Let the men 
set for the defence of the (xospel preach it — preach from the 
pulpit and the press — with the manly fulness wherewith the 
apostles preached it, and with the earnestness to be expected 
from men who feel that it is no fable, and the first memorable 
discomfiture of Julianism will be followed by a second not less 
memorable. 

Rut it must never be forgotten that the doctrine of the Gospel 
is the doctrine of a Renovator, and the spirituality of feeling 
projH'r to the ])reacher of such a doctrine must, after all, be the 
great secret of power in the pulpit. With regard to many of his 
hearers, the minister cannot hope to be, to more than a very 
limited extent, an instructor. Not a few of them will be his* 
equals, if not his superiors, in general intelligence. Rut there is , 
one higli department of influence that will alw’ays be open to 
him. It w'ill be within his powder, as often as he ascends the 
pulpit, to make liim.self felt as one giving a hallow'cd iir»piilse to 
the thoughts, affections, habits, and lives of tliosc wdio listen to 
him, causing lieaveiily contemplations to act as an tuichor to the 
hearty and so JvC(’i)ing the whole man sure and steadfast. 

11. From our observations elsew here, it will be seen that we 
fully .syinpatliize with the feeling that the etiucal element in 
Christianity has not been inculcated on its just grounds, or in 
its proper breadth, in the general leaching, cither of the orthodox 
or the evangelical schools, b}- clmrchmcn or nonconformists. In 
the ministry to come there must be no assigning of reasons taken 
from religion for what is wrong in its ow n nature. No preaching 
up of creeds or forms, or even of spiritual experiences, to the 
neglect of tliosc virtues of truthfulness, honesty, and kindliness, 
which society has a right to expect in the every-day conduct of 
men W'ho profess to be Christians. The pharisaic error w^hich 
once allow'cd chiireh-going to pass as evidence of piety, is no 
longer found available ; and the delusion which has allowed the 
profession of a particular creed, and the possession of certain 
religious experiences, to pass as the evidence of sanctity — the 
necessity of such moral virtues as are named above being 
tacitly ignored, that, too, must come to an end. All the natural 
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virtues have a basis of their own, and arc not to be superseded, 
but strengthened and elevated, by religious influences. This 
doctrine may seem to be one of the most obvious and simple 
kind, but it is one of the hardest things in the world to bring a 
large class of religionists to act as though they understood and 
believed it. To be a sensualist, in the sense of being a drunkard 
or an impure person, excludes from recognised Christian fellow- 
ship ; but in a healthy state of religion that effect would follow 
hardly less certainly in the case of the man who is immoral in 
the sense of being insincere, virtually untruthful, virtually dis- 
honest, or devoid of all nobleness. In the ministry to come the 
preachers themselves must be men of this order of goodness, and 
men who will dare to insist on it in others. ]f in the fiery pro- 
cess before it, (Christianity is to come forth as gold, there must 
be more — much more done to separate between its pure gold and 
the dross thus adhering to it. In the category of the proscribed 
must be the lusts of the .<pint^ no less than the lusts of ihc^flrsh. 

It may be right to add, that by the healthy moral tcacbiiig 
that will be demanded from the ministry to coinc, we mean 
something other than the feeling which often finds its outlet in 
speeches or pamphlets on prison discipline, against capital punish- 
, ment, against the evils of war, or in the talk w'hieh seems to 
regard the forgiveness of injuries as the beginning and the ending 
of Christian morality. Lot the wise and hiunanc be done, say 
we, in relation to all these things; but let not our morality come 
to be of that morbid kind which spares the wrong in sparing the 
wrong-doer, which docs dishonour to virtue by making light of 
vice, and which overlooks tlie fact, that as arc the rcast)ns wliich 
bind us to love the good, such are the reasons that bind us to 
hate the evil. Tlie Christian spirit is a spirit of truth, and a 
spirit of rectitude, and it is not to be a spirit of love at the cost 
of either of these. Consideration for the infirmity of sinners is a 
Christian duty ; and so is that deeply principled repugnance to 
sin, without which to pretend that we approve of tlic govern- 
ment of God, as before us either in j)rovidence or revelation, 
must be to utter the language of self-deception or of hypocrisy. 

Jll. With regard to the style and manner which must 
characterize the ministry to come, our idea is simple. It must 
cease to be })rofcssionaI — it must become natural. All that we 
could wish to say on this subject is included in that statement. 
We are far from wishing that the language of Scripture should 
not be frecpiently heard from the lips of the preacher. If the 
commerce of his spirit with the writers of the Isew Testament be 
what it should be, intimate and habitual, it will be sure to be thus 
with him. Their word.s will often come with their thoughts, 
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their manner with their matter. But the nomenclature of the 
New Testament, really peculiar to it, goes within a small com- 
pass. In its general style, it differs from the usual style of the 
scholar, only in the degree in which that style needs to become 
different if it is to possess fitness for popular instruction on any 
subject. It is remarkable, that a book which is ours to make us 
acquainted with the subliinest truths that have ever commended 
themselves to the human mind, is a book characterized, almost 
from beginning to end, by the exceeding simplicity and natural- 
ness both of its language and its illustrations. It is said that the 
greatness of genius is in nothing more conspicuous than in the 
fact tliat it generally utters its greatest things without any appa- 
rent effort, and without seeming to be aware of their greatness. 
In the writings of the apostles, and in the records of Ilis 
teaching who was greater than they, the man of taste must often 
have felt the beauty of this peculiarity — this total absence of any 
thing like a straining for effect, or of a conscious attempt to give 
a shade either of artificial brilliancy, or of artificial mystery, to 
truth. We so fatl the natural in these writings as never to think of 
meeting with anything else. Admirable models! How little in 
the manner of the r^rcat sermons of our great ])reachers! 

We have seen that it is not an easy thing for men to whom an 
academic and artificial style has become familiar to become 
simple. In the effort to do so they too commonly pass the proper 
line. It requires a nice discernment in such cases to distinguish 
wisely between the simple and the puerile, the familiar and the 
vulgar, so as to use language that shall give a popular clearness 
and impressiveness to truth, and still be in harm'ony with its 
saerediiess and dignity. The writers of the New Testament 
have shown a wisdom in this respect that never could have been 
theirs apart from tliat special guidance under which they spoke 
and wrote. In nothing is the man of matured culture and taste 
more unmistakably seen, than in the care with which he gives 
the result of processes of thought, without any^ trace of the pro- 
cei^ses themselves, and with which he can use the simplest forms 
of speech so as to combine the familiar with the graceful. The 
well-known ballad, ‘ Those Evening Bells,’ &c. — how simple the 
words there, nearly all monosyllables, or short words from 
our most familiar Saxon — but what a silver clearness, what 
a pathos, what an elevation, what a combination of the beautiful I 
Young men who begin to get some acquaintance with the hard 
words"ofphiloso])hy, and with writers who are accounted great 
because they indulge in a tumid Ciceronian style of expression, 
are sometimes tempted to take scientific phrases, and imitations 
of such a style into the pulpit, the effect of which is just to 
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tell everybody that, in respect to aptness for tcaeliing their baby- 
hood is still upon them. Men — liiiished men, though tliey may 
have spent much time in class rooms, never so express tlicmsc ivcs 
as to suggest that they were ever there; and though well up in 
authors who write in a stalely style, very well suited to stalely 
people, you never liear them talk after that fashion, find rarely 
do you find them teaching or writing according to such models. 

The artificifil style of which we S}teuk naturally generates an 
artihcial delivery. In the Church-of-England pulpit, it has given 
prevalence to a recitative sort of delivery, wdiieh begins every 
sentence with the same key note, find then runs on monotonously 
until the end, where two or three other notes occur, and which come 
round at that same place as regularly as the dactyl find spondee 
at tlie end of an hexameter. The .sentences may he longer or 
shorter, but to this the recitative readily adapts itself, the elocii- 
tioti of every sentence being made up of three parts — tlie key- 
note at the beginning, the monotony in the middle, and ihelling 
u]) at the end, the monotonous middle being so very aeeinnmo- 
dating, as to admit of being cut short, or of being stretched to any 
length. \Vc are happy to know that in many (diureh-of- Eng- 
land pulpits you find scarcely a trace of this vice, but S(» eotmnon 
has it been there, and so rarcl}’ do some of our ijpj)er elassi s hear 
public speaking except at church, tliat we have known many 
scions of our noble families take this clerical time with them 
into public meetings and into our bouses of parliament. 

The vice of our puritan pulpit, too, lias been on the side of a 
song or twang, w hich, except in the case of those w ho have been 
familiar wdilf it from their infancy, is unemlurably offensive. Oh 
that song — that tw’ang! — what a helj) has it been to the devil’s 
work. It would be difficult to devise anything more fitted to 
.sever the pulpit from ail contact with the department of mind in 
modem society w hich it is of the first importance to bring under 
sucli influence. In England, this evil has been diminishing 
year by year, during the whole of the last half century ; in Scot- 
land, even, it is now made to give way considerably to something 
better; but in both parts of the island we have a good deal, in 
this respect, not so much to learn as to unlearn. Isature is ours 
from the hand of our Maker; the unnatural is from ourselves.* 

By what measures a ministry equal to the demands of the 

* There is a story vhich says that a pious old lady, iu a village of Scotland, one 
day gave her grandson the newspaper to read to her. The boy, who had not been 
wont to listen to much reading, except as performed by the minisicr at charcti on 
Sunday, began reading the contents of the journal with the true iiiinister intonation : 
— whereupon, to his .^urprise, the good lady gave him a box on the ear, exclaiming 
at the same time, * What, dost thou read the newspaper in the Btble twang ! — so 
deeply wounded was her pious feeling by this profane use of a melody so sacred ! 
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cominjr time may be best secured, is a large question. It must 
suffice for us here to say that, iu our judgment, no doctrine can 
be more fraught with evil to tlic Christian cause than that which 
would convert tlie C'lmrcli of God into a debating club, and leave 
the supply of (hiristian instructors to appear as a spontaneous 
product from siicli discussion meetings. This theory certainly 
has the recommendation of simplicity, but it is a simple affair, we 
suspect, in more senses than one. In recent times, several cx- 

5 )erinients of this description have been made. Sandernanianism, 
[’lymouih Brcthrenisfii, Derbyisni — all have proceeded on this 
principle, and a very ])retty ism each in its turn has proved. 
As to tlie result of such theories, there is nothing to fear in 
that respect. But there is a good deal to be feared in the shape 
of faction, conceit, fanaticism, and such like mischiefs, during 
the process of any such experiment. If the parties disposed to 
test such a theory would only be good enough to select a field 
apart fi>r their purpose, they might be safely left to their own 
course. But the work of illuniiiiati of this order is rarely so much 
to. construct cluirches as to distract them — not so much to 
flank the old with something new and bettor, as to fill it with all 
the fbiid that may bring distress and weakness. For ourselves,* 
we arc satisfied that the usages of our nonconformist churches, , 
as regards the measures taken to give efficiency to the ministry 
among them, arc, iu their substance, usages in accordance with 
common sense, and with both the letter and the spirit of the 
New Testament. 


Akt. II. — (1.) The Ohservntums of Sir Richard IlawTdm, Knt, in his 
Vojfufje into the So'ath Sea, in tlve ytiar 15y,'5. Iteprinted from 
the Edition of Edited by 0. R. Drinkwatek Bethunjs, 

Cuptuiii R.N. l^i'iiited for the Hakluyt Society, 1847. 

(2.) Select Letters of Christopher Colnmh-us, loith other Original Docur- 
ments, relating to his Four Voyages to the Few World, Trans- 
lated aud Edited by R. H. Major, Esq., of the British Museum. 
Priuted for the Hakluyt Eocicty, 1847. 

(3.) The Discoi'tcry of the large, rich, and beautiful Empire of Cuiana, 
■with a relatioii cf the great and gd<hn City of Manoa {which the 
Spaniards call El Doradti), ^c. Performed in the year lOOa. 
By Sir Walter Raleigu, Knt., Reprinted from the Edition of 
1596. With some Unpublished Documents relative to that 
Country. Edited, with copious Explanatory Notes and a Bio- 
graphical Memoir, by Sir Robert H. Sghombubgk, Ph. D., Knight 
of the Royal Prussian Order of the Red Eagle, of the Royal Saxon 
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Order of Merit, of the French Order of the Legion of Honour, &c. 
Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1848. 

(4.) Sir Francis DrakCy his Voyage, 1505, hy 'fhovias Maynarde, 
together lolth the Spanish Acemmt of Drakes Attack oqi Pxwrlo 
Itico, Edited, from the Original Manuscripts, by W. D. Cooley. 
Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1849. 

(5.) Narratives of Voyages tcmmrds the North- West, in Search of a 
Passage to Cathay and India, 149G to 1631. With Selections 
froxn the Early llecords of the Hon, the East India Co^npany, and 
from 3fSS. in the British Mxismim, By William Kundall, Esq. 
Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1840. 

(6.) The Historic of Travails into Virginia Britamua, exjyressing ths 
Cosxnographie and Commodities of tlue CowUry, together with the 
Manners and Custmns of the People, Gathereti axul observed as ivell 
by those who went first thither, as collected by Wdliam Straehey, 
Gent., the first Secretary of the Colony. Now first Edited, from 
the original Manuscript in the British Museum, by R. H. Major, 
Esq., of the British Museum. Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 
1849. 

(7.) Divers Voyages tonching the Discovery of America and the Islands 
adjacent. Collected and jmblished by Richard Hakluyt, Prebendary 
of Bristol, in the year 1582. Edited, with Notes and an Intro- 
duction, by John Winter Jones, of the British Museum. Printed 
for the Hakluyt Society, 1850. 

(8.) Memorials of the Empire of Japan in the Sixteenth and Serenteenth 
CentxiAcs. Edited, with Notes, by Thomas Rundali-.. Jointed 
for the Plaklu}ii Society, 1850. 

(9.) The Discovery anti Conquest of Terra Florida by Don Ferdinando 
di Soto, and six hundred Sixiniards, his Followers. AVritteii hy a 
Gentlein.'in of Elvas, employed in all the action, and translated out 
of the Portuguese hy Richard Hakluyt. Reprinted fruni the 
Edition of Kill. Edited, with Notc.s and an introduction, and a 
Translation of a Narrative of the Expedition by Luis Hernandez 
de Biedma, Factor to the same, by William B. Rye, of the 
British Museum. Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1851. 

(10.) Notes upon Jiussia: being a Translation of the Earliest Accovnt 
of that Country, entitled Jierum Moscovilicarum Commentarii, by 
the Baron Sigisrmmd Von Ilerberstein, Ambassador from the Court 
of Germany to the Grand Prince. Vasiley Ivanovich, in the years 
1517 and 1 52 G. Translated and Edited, with Notes and an Intro- 
duction, hy R. H. Major, Esq., of the British Museum. Vol. I. 
Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1852. 

The Hakluyt Society seems to be one of the most useful of the 
numerous associations which at present exist for the purpose of 
printing or reprinting ancient works. It has little or none of the 
diiettantisin by which most of the publishing ‘ clubs’ and associa- 
tions are characterized. The works hitherto printed by the 
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Hakluyt Society, for the most part, possess the character which 
constitutes a proper claim to resuscitation by this kind of associa- 
tion ; they are generally interesting, useful, and deserving^ of 
preservation, but they are not popularly interesting and useful 
enough to make it worth any bookseller’s while to publish or re- 
publish them upon speculation. The editorship of the Hakluyt 
I)ublications has been hitherto confided to gentlemen of appro- 
priate and acknowledged qualifications. Every kind of informa- 
tion necessary to illustrate the texts, and connect them with the 
general knowledge which may fairly be assumed in the majority 
of .-those who will become the readers of these works, is amply 
supplied in the notes and introductory dissertations. Indeed, 
the publications of this society seem to be open to complaint 
rather for being over, than under, edited. The ‘ introductions ’ 
by which most of these works are accompanied generally rival 
the works themselves in bulk, and do not fall far behind them in 
interest. Another good feature in the management of this series 
of publications is the wise economy and foresight, through which 
it is likely' to maintain for a long time a degree of attractiveness 
at least as great as that with which it made its first claims upon 
the favour of its subscribers. The best books have not all been 
taken first, or even in undue proportion. Works of great interest 
and value are made to alternate with others of humbler preten- 
sions, and there is no reason why the society should not for many 
years continue to publish works up to the average mark of those 
hitherto issued by it. 

There is no class of ancient writing which carrier us back so 
completely into ancient times as the accounts left by the old 
travellers of their journeys and voyages. Probably few persons 
have any idea Ikjw largely our present knowledge of the geo- 
graphical anil political position of all nations of the globe enters 
into the formation of the modern mind. Although, upon the 
whole, light is always better than darkness, ^^^et when we con- 
template certain qualities of feeling which depended, in old 
times, upon geographical ignorance, or rather, upon the curiosity 
and vigour of research originated by that ignorance, we cannot 
help lamenting, like Alexander, that there is not another world 
to be conquered. Indefiniteness, in its effect upon the mind and 
heart, is often as beneficial as infinitude ; and in the times of the 
old travellers men possessed, in the common eartli, a source of 
elevating and humiliating wonder, which w^e moderns have quite 
lost, and for which we have as yet been only partially compen- 
sated by the vaster, but less immediately interesting, fields of 
research opened in the heavens by the powers of the telescope. 
It is true that by men of science vast tracts of the globe must still 
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be regjirded as realms of undiscovered wonders. The zoology 
and botany of Central Africa; the volcanic and meteorological 
phenomena of the new continent at the South Pole ; the social 
condition of the Japanese; the languages of many savage tribes, — 
still present ^ fresh fields and pastures new’ for the delectation of 
the philosopher. But these undiscovered regions of science exert 
little or no effect upon the popular iinaginati()n ; this is excited 
only by material facts upon an imposing scale. It can take no fur- 
ther interest in a world of which the sphericit}" is no longer dubi- 
table ; the contour of its isles and continents has been made com- 
monplace by maps and globes. The civilization and characteristics 
of its people stand represented by certain sufficing symbols, such 
as the little feet and long pig-tails, the passive obedience and pa- 
godas, of the Chinese; the Juggernaut festivities and funeral 
fires of the Hindoos ; and the black teeth and exclusiveness of the 
people of Japan. Its most striking physical phenomena are well 
known, and it is felt to be probable tliat no future research will 
develop rivals to the volcanoes and ice-walls of the southern 
continent; the northern aurora, the falls of Niagara, the Nor- 
wegian maelstrom, and the Indian tornado; its dragons and 
great sea-serpents have dwindled into alligators and Yankee 
fables; its most interesting tribes, the cannibals, have scarcely 
survived the encroachments and propagandisin of the mutton- 
and-potato-eating European ; the existence of 

* Men 'whose heads 
Do grow beneath their shoulders/ 

has become more than questionable ; and, worst of all, gold has 
now been found in such abundance, that the idea of undiscovered 
El Dorados scarcely touches the imagination. 

There is no class of writing, we repeat, like the writings of the 
old travellers, for enabling us to enter into the spirit of those 
times when men were less wdsc in their own eyes than tliey arc 
now, and the world was still wonderful. IJow' strangely dillcrcnt 
from our modern ‘ Eothens,’ and our ‘ English women in Egypt,’ 
are these simple old narratives ; how refreshing is the absence of 
the all-absorbing modern egotism : how heroic the silence with 
wdiich vast hardships ai*e passed over, or the careless and indirect 
glimpses of them which the writers give us, almost uninten- 
tionally, at intervals, in their manly records of hard won results ; 
how strong and simple, in most instances, their piety; how 
romantic and imaginative their very faults : their foolish longing 
for gold, as the first terrestrial good : their credulity in accepting 
the most incredible stories from waggish or roguish savages; 
their rashness in leaping to the most preposterous philosophical 
conclusions from natural phenomena. There is something in 



Hawkins’s voyage into the south sea. 


51 


the character of their very phraseology which speaks to the heart 
of tlic sense of wonder, that constituted an element of their 
common life. VVe feel, while reading their records, that they 
had fed so much upon the marvellous in nature, that nothing 
could have much exceeded their belief and expectation. It 
would not at all liavc astonished them to behold, at a few cables’ 
distance, the verge of the flaming zone, which was supposed, at 
one time, to surround the earth at the equator. Had they met 
with the race of men whose heads ‘ did grow' beneatli their 
shoulders,’ they would have calmly captured a specimen, for 
the amusement of their friends at home ; a centaur would not 
have taken them by surprise. Indifference to danger and to 
selfish gain, is also strikingly perceptible in the tone of these old 
writers — an indifference so great, as almost to amount to oblivion. 
They wore inspired with an instinct of travel, and the fulfilment 
of tfiis instinct was its own rew^ard ; they said in their hearts, 

* It may be that the gulfs will wash us down ; 

It may be wc shall touch the happy isles 

hut like all mighty seekers, their joy was in the pursuit, and not 
in the spoil. 

The first book issued by the Hakluyt Society was The Obser^ 
vations of Sir Richard Hawkins^ KnL, in his Voyaye into the South 
Sea. It was selected, we are told, not so much as a rare w-ork, as 
on account of its great merit, to which Admiral Burney bears 
testimony in his History of Voynyes into the South Sea. ‘ It might 
^with pro])ricty,’ he says, ‘have been entitled a book of good 
‘counsel; many of his observations being unconruicted with the 
‘voyage he is relating, but his digressions arc ingenious and 
‘ entertaining, and thus frequently contain useful or curious infor- 
‘ mation.’ The work is simply republished from the edition of 
1()22, with such alterations as were deemed necessary, from 
evident misprints in the original; and with notes of explanation 
wherever there occur obsolete words, or technical phrases which 
might puzzle an unprofessional reader. The editor. Captain 
Drinkwater Bethunc, II. N., has done his work extremely well, 
and has added to the book an interesting little preface. Here wc 
find a curious code of regulations, draw n up for the use of a ship 
that sailed in Hawkins’s time, which gives us some idea of the 
spirit in which these cx|)editions were undertaken. Among 
others, there are rules ordaining that ‘No man shall swear by 
‘ the name of God, nor use any profane oath. That no man shall 
‘ speak any vile or unbeseeming word against the honour of his 
‘ majestie. That no man shall speak any doubtful or despairing 
‘ w'ords against the good success of the voyage, or shall make any 
‘ doubt tliereof, in public or private.’ The captain by whom these 
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regulations were drawn up, says, ‘ My greatest care was to have 
niy men of Godly conversation, and such as, their years of time 
not exceeding thirty-five, had gained good experience.* This 
extreme care seems to have been the re-action of the buccaneer- 
spirit that animated the first adventurers who sailed to the 
Spanish possessions in South America. 

Sir Richard Hawkins, who was bred to a sailor’s life by his 
father, himself a distinguished commander, assisted in the 
destruction of the Spanisli Armada in 1588, and shortly after set 
out, commissioned by the Queen, upon the voyage of which he 
has written an account. Far from incurring the name of a 
pirate, he was remarkable for his humanity and benevolence, 
wherever he went. As this book is better known than most of 
the Hakluyt Collection, we will at once pass on to the next, the 
Select Letter a of Columbus, 

It is true that in these letters, which, with one exception, arc 
translated into English for the first time, there is little that is not 
already familiar to us all ; for who has not read of Columbus’s 
high aspirations, and the carelessness wdth which his scheme was 
regarded by those to whom he applied for aid in prosecuting 
it ; of the long-sought, and at length grudgingly bestowed assist- 
ance of the Spanish monarchs? of his difficulties and dangers, his 
‘undaunted courage, his hair-breadth escrapes, and of his final 
success ? Most of us, in our youthful days, have burned with 
indignation on reading of the cruel and successful plots of liis 
enemies, and the ingratitude of that king whose name, by a mere 
reflection of Columbus’s glory, has become memorabfe to all 
generations. Rut in the volume before us, we have the essence, 
as it were, of the various dilutions wc have been accustomed to, 
in the form of biographies and romances. Not, however, a 
complete life of Columbus, but minute descriptions of some of 
, the most interesting parts of it. Of the seven documents therein 
contained, five arc letters written by Columbus himself, and the 
remaining two accounts drawn up by companions in his labours: 
the one. Dr. Chanca, physician to the fleet during the second 
expedition ; and the other, Diego Mendez, an officer who accom- 
panietl Columbus in his fourth voyage, and to whose fidelity and 
friendship Columbus was almost entirely indebted for his preser- 
vation and return to Spain. This document, which is an extract 
from the will of Diego Mendez, gives an account of several 
adventures, of which Columbus has left no note, and in some of 
which Columbus was not present. These translations are preceded 
by an introduction written by Mr. Major of the British Museum, 
the principal object of which is, in the first place, to give a biblio- 
graphical sketch of each one of the letters; and secondly, to 
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present us with a just statement of the clainis that have been put 
forth at various times by others than Columbus, to the first 
discovery of the new world. In the former part of this preface 
it is stated that Columbus’s first letter was printed immediately 
on its arriving in Europe ; and in the space of a year, no less 
than ten editions of it were issued from the presses of Rome, 
Paris, Strasburg, Basle, and other towns. Eight of these were in 
Latin, one in German, and one was in Italian, being translated into 
‘ ottava rima’ by Giuliano Dati, a popular poet of those days, and 
sung about the streets of Italy. These facts give us some idea 
of the excitement caused in the old world by Columbus’s great 
and unexpected success. The versified letter announces the dis- 
covery of San Salvador, North Caico, the two Jaqua islands, 
Cuba, San Domingo, and several smaller islands. It is addressed 
from Idsbon to Raphael Sanchez, the treasurer of the Spanish 
monarchs. A very loose translation of this letter appeared in the 
Edinburgh Review for 1816. 

Many are those, however, who, with more or less apparent justice, 
would deny to this letter the honour of being the jfif'st announce- 
ment of the discovery of American land. Some give to the 
Egyptians, some to India, others to the Chinese, or to theif*^ 
neighbours, the Japanese, the credit of having not only dis-, 
covered, but of having colonized America. Others contend that 
the whole race of American Indians is descended from the 
Tartars. Marc Lcscarbot, in his HUtoire dc la Nouvdle France, 
affirms that the Canaanites, driven by the children of Israel from 
their land, flowing with milk and honey, put to -sea, and were 
driven by storms to the opposite side of the world, and took 
refuge in America ! And, to go further back, that Noah was a 
native of America, and after the deluge, showed his descendiints 
the way to their paternal country, assigning to many of them 
lands and possessions there. Paracelsus, making a still bolder 
stride backwards, affirmed that a second Adam and Eve were 
created to people America. 

The first distinct statement of a supposed migration from the 
eastern world to the shores of America, is that which the learned 
De Guignes founds upon the narration of the Chinese historian, 
Li-Yen, who lived in the early part of the seventh century. He 
describes some of his countrymen as having made long journeys 
to various countries, which might appear, from their distance 
from the starting point, in the direction of America, to have been 
a part of the western continent itself. But Klaproth, in answer 
to this surmise, has satisfactorily shown that the furthest point 
that could have been gained by these Chinese wanderers, in the 
time mentioned as having been spent by them in sailing, was 
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Saghalian. Humboldt, in touching upon the subject, says, that 
the number of horses, the manufacture of paper, and the practise 
of writing, mentioned as existing in the ncwly-discovered land, 
are points which are of themselves sufficient to disprove its having 
been America. Accounts are to be found in Scandinavian 
history which make it likely, indeed almost certain, that some of 
the northern parts of America were visited Icelanders prior 
to the era of Columbus. Mr. Major gives very interesting 
accounts of these, and of all other travellers who have any claim 
to having achieved the same exploit. We must pass over this 
very amusing part of the introduction with a recommendation to 
all who are interested in such matters, to read it; and must 
content ourselves with stating that the conclusion to be dra\m 
from it is, that Columbus was not the first who landed on 
American soil; hut that he nevertheless deserves the name of 
the discoverer of America, since his precursors were driven or led 
by mere accident to strange shores, the exact ])()sition of wliich 
they themselves seem scarcely to have determined, and which 
have subsequently become known to us, not tlu'ongh th(‘ir 
accounts, but by the labour of Columbus and his successors, who, 
instead of being iiidel)t(*(l to these early travellers for iuforiiiMtion, 
have, by their own light, made clear to us the half-lbrgotten 
accounts of these various wanderers. 

In reading the writings of Columbus and his companions, it is 
impossible not to be struck with the accurate triitli of a! I ilie 
statements they contain. It is true that wc have lucntion made 
of men born with tails, but we are told only that such were 
affirmed by the savages to exist in certain provinces, into which 
the writers did not j)eiietratc. All that they themselves saw is 
described with a careful regard to truth. 

One of (k)liimbus’s first wishes seems to liavc been the con- 
version of the newh^-discovered tribes to tlic Clwistian faith; 
and his whole conduct was modified by this desire. In speaking 
of the inhabitants of Espauola, (San Domingo,) he says, — 

‘ They exhibit great love towards all others, in preference to them- 
selves; they also give objects of great value for trifles, and content 
themselves with very little,* or nothing, in return. 7 , howm;r, foT-bcide 
tfuU tliese triflea and articlAiS of no vaJlmc shovld suck as 

of plates^ and ylos.% keys, and leolhear straps ; although, if they 

could obtain them, they imagined themselves to be possessed of the 
most beautiful trinkets in the world. It happened, even, that a sailor 
received for a leather strap as much gold as was worth three golden 
nobles; and for things of more trifling value oflered by our men, 
especially newly coined blancas, or any gold coins, the Indians would 
give whatever the seller required; as, for instance, an ounce and a 
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half, or two ounces of gold, or thirty or forty pounds of cotton, with 
which commodity they were already acquainted. Thus they bartered, 
like idiots, cotton and gold for fragments of bows, glasses, bottles, and 
jars; which I forbade, as b(iing unjust, and myself gave them many 
beautiful and acceptable articles which 1 had brought with me, without 
taking anything in return. I did this that J might th*i more easily 
conciliate them, thit tlmj might he led to become Christians,' 

His way of proceeding seems to have proved successful as far as 
it went; he attempted little beyond making a favourable im- 
pression that might prepare the savages to receive instruction, 
llis conduct even led tlic simple Indians to suppose that the 
strangers were descended from heaven. Three or four of the 
men, who lived and travelled with the Spaniards in the capacity 
of interpreters, did not lose this impression upon a nearer 
acrpiaintancc with them, but cried out, at each new village, 

‘ Ch)mo, come, and look upon beings of a celestial race !’ 
Columbus rejoices in the similarity of language prevailing in all 
the islands he visited during his first voyage, inasmuch as this 
circumstance would greatly aid the work of converting the 
inhabitants. In one of his later voyages, he sends home word 
that in all the countries lie visited, he caused crosses to her- 
erected upon every Iieadland, proclaiming at the same time, 

^ the iiigli estate of their majesties and the court of Spain,* and* 
telling tlie Indians as much as he could make them understand 
of the taitli ‘ of the holy mother church,’ which has its members 
ill all countries of the world; of the ‘courtesy and nobleness’ of 
all (vhristians, and of the faith the}’^ have in the Holy Trinity. 

We cannot help contrasting with Columbus’s idea of Chris- 
tianity, and of the best method of preparing people to receive it, 
the following remark of Dr. Clianca, who, in the true spirit of 
his ag(j, seems to have believed religion to consist in observances 
widely differing from the practice of honesty, good faith, and 
* noble courtesy.’ ‘ My idea of this people is,’ says he, ‘ that, if 
‘ we could convei’se with th^m,"they would all become converted ; 

‘ for they do whatever they sec us do, making genuflexions before 
‘ the altars at the Ave Maria and the other parts of the devotional 
‘ service, and making the sign of the cross. ... I made a pretence 
‘ of throwing them (wooden idols) on the fire, which grieved 
‘ them so that they began to weep.’ 

It seems strange, that after expressing so much good-will 
towards the savages, and so hearty a desire to make them Chris- 
tians by kind treatment, Columbus should have been the first to 
propose making slaves of them; yet such is the case. He 
suggests that the Caribees should be given in exchange for 
labour and merchandize, and seems well to have considered the 
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best means of capturing the poor victims of his scheme. To 
judge of such apparent inconsistencies we must transport ourselves 
to the age and country in which Columbus lived. The frightful 
character of the Caribecs seems, too, in a measure, to account 
for his hardness of purpose towards them. They are represented 
as carrying off women by force from the neighbouring islands, 
and devouring the children they had by them. Such men as 
they could capture alive, they would take home and feast upon 
with great rejoicing, while the dead they devoured at once. 
yWomen and boys were declared by them to be unfit for eating. 
(yThe former were useful as breeders of tender young babes ; and 
the latter ^vere dismembered and suffered to attain their full 
growth, when they were, in their turn, devoured. Dr. Chanca 
affirms that he saw proofs of these things. ‘ Three of the boys," 
says he, ‘ thus mutilated, came fleeing to us. The Caribees say 

* that a man’s flesh is so good, that there is nothing like it in the 

* vrorld : and this is pretty evident, for of the bones which we 

* found in their houses they had gnawed everything that could be 
‘gnawed; so that nothing remained of them but what, from its 

* great hardness, could not be eaten : in one of the houses we 
found the neck of a man in the process of cooking.’ 

The justice and kindness with which Columbus invariably 
'treated the Indians, secured him their entire good-will ; and we 
find that they readily acknowledged the supremacy of the 
Spanish monarchs, and were at all times ready to assist the 
Spaniards, cither by giving them food, or by directing their 
search for gold and pearls. This gold and pearl socking occupied 
Columbus and his companions almost to the exclusion of less 
immediately lucrative, but, in the end, fiir more important, 
investigations. The mines of copper, the various woods and 
spices, as well as the cotton, drugs, and other natural productions 
of the new Indies, arc named as things of considerably less than 
secondary moment, as compared with gold and pearls, and no 
amount of knowledge conceming^fllUui wueuis lU 'llffve^been con- 
sidered su^cient reward for letting go an opportunity of obtaining 
ever so little gold. The narrow policy of this proceeding was 
evidently as obvious to Columbus as it is to us modern Euro- 

g eans ; but he was urged on to the acquisition of gold and pearls 
y the reproaches of his enemies and the avarice of all his 
I countrymen. In a letter written to Ferdinand and Isabella 
1 during his third voyage, he excuses himself at great length for 
j not having sent home larger quantities of gold. He explains his 
reasons for having satisfied himself, at present, with discovering 
the spots in which future adventurers might enrich themselves : 
these reasons were, for the most part, want of time, or provisions, or 
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sickness among his crew; and, in some instances, adverse 
weather; and he takes occasion to remind his master and 
mistress of the noble proceedings of .their neighbours, the princes 
of Portugal, who had expended large sums, and the lives of many 
of their subjects, in exploring Guinea, without having ever 
received other reward than glory, and the extension of know- 
ledge, and were yet continuing their researches along the coast 
of Africa with more determination than ever. He then reminds 
the king 'and queen that he, for the first time, had given to 
Spain foreign possessions, and had raised her from the rank of a 
‘ poor country’ to be mistress of a new world. After writing for 
some time in the same humble tone, excusing his past conduct, 
and holding out the prorruse of more gold for the future, he 
adds, that he excuses himself, not because he thinks their high- 
nesses have changed — as he firmly relics on their assurance, given 
him by word of mouth, that they believed the holy faith would 
be increased by his enterprise, and on that ground would con- 
tinue to forward it, even if nothing were gained by it but sand 
and stones — but from the fear he has of his enemies’ continual 
complaints concerning the small quantities of gold and pearls ^ 
hitherto sent from the Indies: 4br I know,’ says he, ‘that water’ 
dro|jping on stone w’ill at length wear a hole.’ 

Notwithstanding this assertion, it is plain that Columbus 
believed, and probably not without reason, that Ferdinand and 
Isabella were as fond of gold as most of their subjects were. In 
his letter to them, which is occupied with most interesting 
, accounts of the new lands, of their inhabitants .and produce, 
with supposed geographical and philosophical discoveries, we 
find a perpetually recurring allusion to gold and pearls — a com- 
plete network hampering all his ideas. He w'ill stop in the 
middle of the most lively narration of a hostile ^ounter wdth a 
new tribe, to tell exactly how large the plates of^ld were, upon 
their breasts. The lovely landscape is always so many miles 
removed from the mines; and he never turns back from a voyage 
of discovery up a creek or river, without some all-sufficient 
reason for not continuing his way with a view to gold-finding, 
p There is something extremely painful in this, because, unlike 
I Raleigh, who was himself almost exclusively occupied with this 
[ one idea of gold, the mind of Columbus was fixed on higher 
objects, and his perpetual reference to the precious metal seems 
to have been prompted by the fear of losing favour in the eyes 
of the king and queen : his actions, and even his thoughts, seem 
to have been perpetuallv constrained by this lamentable neces- 
sity of gold-seeking. No one can read his letters without 
observing the sudden change of tone when gold and pearls are 
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I the subjects of discussion. His noble, truthful style is at once 
dropped, and a kind of hollow court language substituted for it. 
He does not seem fully to have understood his own feelings on 
the subject; perhaps his excessive loyalty withheld him from 
thinking boldly that his king and queen were in fault. In one 
place he says, as if trying to persuade himself into the bebef that 
gold was indeed worth the sacrifices he found himself obliged to 
make for it: — 

‘Gold is the most precious of all commodities; gold constitutes 
treasure, and he who po^^scsses it has all he needs in this world, as 
also the means of rescuing souls from piirghtory, and restoring them 
to the enjo^'mciits of paradise.’ 

llis very religion loses its exalted character, and becomes 
narrow and superstitious, when gold is his theme.-, 

Most of* our readers are aware that the enemies of Clohiijibus 
at length succeeded in getting him displaced from his goverii- 
iiient, in Hispaniola, and sent to S[)ain in "chains. The inaftcr 
of the ship, touched by the age and the genius of his prisoner, 
offered to release him from his chains.^ Coliinibiis replied, 
idk ‘ Since the king has commanded that I sho<fId obey his governor 
(for it was not by direct order from I'crdinand that Columbus , 
J wore the chains) he shall find me as obedient to this as 1'' 
* have been to all his other orefers; nothing but the kings 
‘ command shall release mo. Ir twelve years’ hardship and 
‘fatigue; if continual dangers and frequent famine; if the ocean 
‘first opened, and five times passed and re-jiasscd, to add a new 
‘ world abounding with weahli, to the Spanish monarchy: and. 
‘ if an infirm and premature old age, brought on by these services; 

‘ deserve these chains as a rcwilrd, it is very fit I should wear 
‘ them to Spain, and keep them by me as memorials to the end 
‘ of my life.’ ^ 

A letter whi?n wc find here, describing this ill-treatmeljt, and 
addressed to a lady of the court, was read to the queen, whose 
generous mind was filled with sympathy and indignation at the 
recital. The, new governor was displaced, and full redress was 
promised to Columbus. After this, he went out again to the 
Indies. In the volume before us we have two narratives of the 
many interesting occurrences of this, his fourth and last voyage: 
the one addressed by Columbus to the king, and the other, an 
extract from the will of Diego Mendez. ‘ Robinson Crusoe* 
h 2 inself;had scarcely more wotiderful adventures to relate than 
those which are here described. Columbus would inevitably 
have perished by hunger, and again by the hands of hostile 
Indians, had it not been for tlie prudence and courage of Mendez. 
He returned to Spain, in 15Q4, in a shattered vessel, careworn. 
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without money, and prematurely old. Of his own condition just 
before setting out, he gives the following account: — 


Such is my fate, that the twenty years of service through which I 
have passed with so much toil and danger have profited me nothing; 
and at this very day I do not possess a roof in Spain that I can call 
my own: if I wisli to cat or sleep I have nowhere to go to but to an 
inn or tavern, and most times lack wherewith to pay the bill. 

‘ I was twenty-eigiit years old when I came into your highness’s 
service, and now hav(5 not a Iiair upon me that is not grey: my body is 
infirm, and all that M^as left to me, as well as to my brothers, has been 
taken away, and sold — even to the frock that 1 wore, to my great dis- 
honour. 1 catinot but believe that this was done without your royal 
permission.^ The restitution of my honour, thu reparation of my 
losses, and tke [lunishment of those who have inflicted them, will 
redound to tlie honour of your royal character: a similar punishment 
also is due. to tliosi^ wlio Iiavii plundered me of my pearls^ and who 
liave brouglit a <Hs])aragcnient upon the privileges of my admiralty, 
(iroat and unexampled will be the fame of your highnesses if you do 
tlys; and llu; mcjnory of your bignesses as just and grfitcful sovereigns 
will survive as a bright cxatij[)le to Spain in future .ages. The honest 
devotedness 1 have always shown to your majesti(;s’ s(‘rvice, and the so 
iinmcrit(‘d outrage with which it has been repaid, will not allow my 
Koul to keep silence, however much I may wish it. I implore your, 
highnesses to Ibrgive my complaints. I am, indeed, in as ruined a 
Y-ondition as I have related. Ilitlierto, I have wept over others; may 
Heaven now have nieiM-y njion me, .and may the earth weep for me. 
Witli regard to temporal tilings, I have not even a blanca for an 
olFeriiig; and in spiritual things, I have ceased hero^ iu the Indies, 
from observing llie jirescribed forms of religion. Solitary in my 
trouble, sick, and in daily expectation of death; surrounded by millions 
of hostile savages full of cruelty, and thus separated from the blessed 
sacrament.s of our holy church, how wall my soul be forgotten if it be 


separated from the body iu this foreign h 
has charity, trutli, and justice!’’ 2^ 


and? We 


It is impossible to read, without tlie deepest sympathy, the 
occasional murmurings and half-suppressed complaints of this 
great man, wrung from him by sickness and disappointment, and 
addressed to a king in whom the gift of a world could not awaken 
gratitude, by one who w.as not provoked to a harsh or disloyal 
word, by the infliction of chains as a reconmence for that gift. 
The greatness that had enabled Columbus to nght through twenty 
years of toil and disappointment on the road to glory, gave him 
strength to bear, with majestic meekness, the conversion of that 
glory into unmerited shame. 

The two remaining years of the life of Columbus were spent 
by him in a state of poverty and struggle: he was forced to 
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borrow, to plead as a culprit for rights of which his sovereign 
had deprived him ; he lost his noble patroness Isabella, in 1405, 
and with her lost all hope of redress. In writing to a friend, h£^ 
says, * It appears that his majesty does not think fit to fulfil that 

* which he and the queen, now in glory, promised me by word 

* and seal. For me to contend for the contrary, w^ould be to 

* contend with the wind. I have done all that I could do; I leave 

* the rest to God, whom I have found ever propitious to me in 

* my necessities.’ 

Soon after this, the body of Columbus was laid in the parish 
church of Santa Maria de la Antigua. In 1513 it was transferred 
to the Cartuja de las Cuevas, near Seville, where a monument 
was raised, bearing as an inscription these words, . 

A CASTILLA Y E LEOM 

NUEVO MUNDO DIO COLON. 

Since then, the remains of Columbus have been again twice 
removed. They now rest in the cathedral of Havanna. 

Before closing our notice of this highly interesting book, we 
must extract a remarkable description written by Columbus on 
his coming, for the first time, to the embouchure of one of the 
great American rivers; — 

‘When I reached the point Arcnal, I found that the i.sland of 
Trinidad formed, with the land of Gracia (coast of Cuniana) a strait 
of two leagues width from east to west, and as we had to pass through 
it to go to the north, we found .some strong currents which crossed the 
strait, and which made a great roaring, .so that I concluded there must 
be a reef of sand rocks, which would preclude, our entrance; and 
behind this current was another and another, all making a roaring 
noise like the sound of breakers against rocks. I anchored there under 
the said point of Arena, outside of the strait, and found the water rush 
from east to west with ns much impetuosity as that of the Guadalquivir 
at its conflux with the sea; and Jthis continued constantly day and 
night, so that it appeared impoi^ie to move backwards, for the 
current, or forwards, for the shoals. In the dead of night, while I 
was on the deck, I heard an awful roaring that came from the south 
towards the ship; I stopped to observe what it might be, and I saw 
the sea rolling from west to east, like a mountain as high as the ship, 
and approaching by little and little; on the top of this rolling sea came 
a mighty wave, rolling with a frightful noise; and with all this terrific 
uproar were other conflicting currents, producing, as I have already 
said, a sound as of breakers upon rocks. To this day I have a vivid 
recollection of the dread I then felt, lest the ship might founder under 
the force of that tremendous sen ; but it pas.sed by, and reached the 
mouth of the before-mentioned passage, where the uproar lasted for a 
considerable time. On the following day the men drew up some 
water from the sea, and, strange to say, it proved to be fresh.’ 
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After sailing some time in these parts, and discovering that the 
billows were ‘ fresh on the inner side and on the outside salt,’ 
Columbus concluded that he had come to a place of supernatur^ 
wonders. He speaks of a sudden change of temperature and 
other phenomena, as eoncurring with the great current of fresh 
water, in leading him to the conclusion expressed in the following 
extraordinary passage: — 

‘ I have always read that the world, comprising the land and the 
water, was spherical, as is testified by the investigations of Ptolemy and 
others, who have proved it by the eclipses of the moon, and other 
observations made from east to west, as well as by the elevation of the 
pole from north to south. But 1 have now seen so much irregularity, 
as I liave already described, that I have come to another conclusion 
respecting the earth — namely, that it is not round as they describe, 
but of the form of a pear, which is very round except where the stalk 
grows, at which part it is most prominent, like a woman’s nipple; this 
protrusion being the highest and nearest to the sky, situated under the 
equinoctial line, and tit the eastern extremity of the sea. I call that 
the eastern extremity where the lands and the islands end. In con- 
firmation of my opinion, 1 revert to the arguments which I have above 
detailed respecting the line, which passes from north to south, a 
liundnid leagues westward of the Azores; for in sailing thence wesP 
Avard, the ships went on rising smoothly towards the sky, and then * 
the weather was fidt to be milder, on account of Avhich mildness the 
needle shifted one point of the compass; tlie further we went, the more 
the needle moved to the north-west, this elevation producing the 
variation of the circle, which the north-star describes with its satellites; 
and the nearer I approached the equinoctial line the Tnore they rose, 
and the greater Avas the difference between these stars and their 
circles. Ptolemy and the other philosopliers avIio have written upon 
the globe, thought it was splierieal, believing this hemisphere was 

round, as well as that in which tliey tliemselves dwelt but this 

western half of the Avorld, 1 maintain, is like the Iialf of a very round 

pear, having a raised projection for the stalk And now that 

your highnesses have commissioned me to make tliis voyage of dis- 
covery, tlie truths Avhich I stated are evidently proved; because in this 
voyage, when I Avas off the island of llargin (Arguin, off the west 
coast of Africa) and its vicinity, which is twenty degrees to the north 
of the equinoctial line, I found the people black, and tlie land very 
much burnt; and when, after that, I Avent to the Cape Verde islands, 

I found the people there much darker still, and the more southw ard 
Ave went the more they approach the extreme of blackness; so that 
when I reached the parallel of Sierra Leone, where, as night came on, 
the north star rose five degrees, the people Avere excessively black, and 
as 1 sailed west Avard the heat became extreme. But after 1 had passed 
the meridian or line wbicli I have already described, 1 found the 
climate gradually become more temperate; so that when 1 reached the 
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Island of Trinidad, where the north star rose five degrees as the night 
came on, there, and in the land of Gracia, I found the temperature 
exceedingly mild; the Helds and the foliage likewise were exceedingly 
fresh and green, and as beautiful as the gardens of Valencia in April. 
The people there are very graceful in form, and less dark than those 
I had seen before in the Indies .... The sun was then in the sign of 
Virgo, over our heads and theirs; therefore all this must proceed from 
the extreme blandncss of the teiriperature, wliicli arises, as 1 have 
said, from this country being the must elevated in the world, and the 
nearest the sk 3 \ On these grounds, therefore, 1 allirm that the globe 
is not spherical, but that there is the difference in its form which I 
describe, the which is to be found in lliis hemisplicrc at llie point 
where the Indies meet tlie ocean, the extromily of the hemisphere 
being below the equinoctial line. And a great confirmation of this is, 
than when our Lord made the sun, tlic first light appeared in the first 
point of the east, where the most elevated point of the globe is. And 
although it was the opinion of Aristotle that the antarctic pole, or the 
land that is below it, was tlie highest part of the world and tlie nean'st 
to the heavens, other philosophers oppose him, and say that the highest 
part was below the arctic pole, by which reasoning it appears that 
tliey understood that one part of the world ought to be loftier and 
nearer to the sky than the other; but it never struck them that it 
•ight be under the equinoctial, in tlie way that 1 have said, which is 
• not to be wondered at, because tliey liad no certain knowledge respect- 
ing this hemisphere, but merely vague suppositions, for no one had 
ever gone or been sent to investigate the matter, until your bignesses 
sent me to explore both sea and land.’ 

In speaking of the stalk of his supposed pear, he says: — 

‘Indeed, I Believe it impossible to ascend thither, because I am 
convinced that it is the spot of the earthly paradise, whither no man 
can go, but by God’s permission .... 1 think also that the water 1 
have described may proceed from it ... . for I have never either 
heard or read of fresh water coming in so large quantity in close con- 
junction with the water of the sea .... and if the water of which I 
speak does not proceed from the earthly paradise, it appears to be still 
more marvellous, for I do not believe that there is any river in the 
world so broad and deep.’ 

The river in question was the Orinoco, by no means the largest 
river of the American continent. 

The next volume is devoted to Sir Walter Raleigh s narrative 
and journal of his two voyages to Guiana, edited with copious 
explanatory notes and a biographical memoir by Sir Robert IL 
Schomburgk, who, from his position as her Majesty’s commis- 
sioner to survey the boundaries of British Guiana, was particularly 
qualified for the work. This volume is one of great interest. 
The journal of the second voyage deserves especial attention. 
It is now, for the first time, printed, and is of first-rate value as 
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proving the general good faith of the much misunderstood Sir 
Walter. It presents us with a picture of indefatigable energy 
and heroic endurance, such as could not possibly have sprung 
from any source but that of a firm belief that he was about to 
realize the splendid prospects, the representation of which had 
obtained his temporary release from prison: it thus affords a con- 
clusive refutation of the calumnious statements of Raleigh’s 
motives in projecting and undertaking the second expedition to 
Guiana. Nothing is unimportant that throws light upon Raleigh’s 
extraordinary character. It is a most difficult one to understand, 
but it is unusually well worth the trouble of understanding. The 
volume before us is calculated to confirm us in the opinion that 
Raleigh’s faults consisted chiefly in momentary fits of weakness, 
and an excessive love of fame — * that last infirmity of noble 
minds,’ — and that systematic uiiconscientiousness and fraud were 
foreign to his nature. The charge of atheism, which was brought 
by a Roman-catholic priest agaiiist Raleigh, scarcely deserves 
denial: but it must be confessed to be doubtful whether the 
chivalrous gentleman was a very sound Christian. There is a 
want of definiteness about Raleigh’s notions of morals, which is a 
more ominous symptom of questionable orthodoxy than even aa 
inclefinitcness in matters of doctrine. ‘ This day,’ says Sir . 
Thomas Wilson, who acted as spy upon Raleigh, ‘ he told me 
‘ what discourse he and my lord chancellor had had about taking 
^ the Plate fleet; which he confessed he would have taken had he 
‘ lighted upon it. To which my lord chancellor said, ‘ Why, you 
‘would have been a pirate.’ ‘Oh,’ quoth he, ‘•did you ever 
‘ know of any w^ho were pirates for millions? They only that 
‘ work for small things are pirates.’ ’ 

The narrative of the discovery of Guiana is far from being the 
tissue of gross and wilful lies, which those who believe in Hume 
must imagine it to be. On the contrary, the air of the whole 
work is one of strict and literal truth; and it is only when 
Raleigh repeats the reports of others, that he admits exaggera- 
tions and falsehoods into his pages. The language is throughout 
nol)lc and picturesque : wc only regret that out of the numerous 
brilliant little pieces of description, wc have only space for the 
following sketch, which reminds us of the ever-meniorable picture 
drawn by a lover of his lass, whom he declared to be ‘ round as 
an O, and simple as ‘ Good day:’ — 

‘ That Cassique that was a stranger had his wife staying at the port 
where we anchored, and in all my life I have seldome seenc a better 
favored woman; she was of good stature, with blacke eies, fat of body, 
of an excellent countenance; hir haire almost as long as hirselfe, tied 
up againe in pretic knots, and it seemed that she stood not in that aw 
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of hir husband as the rest, for she spake, and discourst, and dranke 
among the gentlemen and captaines, and was very pleasant, knowing 
her own comeliness, and taking great pride therein. I have seen a 
lady in England so like hir, as but for the difference of colour I would 
sw'orne miglit have bcene the same.’ 

Francis Drake, his Voyage, 1595. By Thomas Maynardc, 
together with the Spanish account of Drake’s attack on Puerto 
Rico, edited from the original MSS., by W. D. Cooley, Esq.’ is 
the least important volume of this series; it is, however, of con- 
siderable value for the light cast by it upon its hero, who is made 
to wear, in these pages, a much less romantic aspect than that 
under which history has generally represented him. 

The * Narratives of Voyages towards the North-west, in search 
of a passage to Cathay and India,’ are ably edited by Mr. Thomas 
Rundall. They comprise accounts of all the voyages made in that 
direction from the time that the news of Columbus’s first success 
stirred up the mind of Sebastian Cabota, when there was * greate 

* talke in all the coiirte of Henry VIL, inasmuch that all men, 

* with great admiration, affirmed it to be a thing more divine 

* than humane, to sail by west into the east, where the spices do 
‘ grow, by a way that was never knowen before,’ till the faithful 

^and stout-hearted crew of the ‘ Maria,’ with their courageous and 
energetic commander, Captain James, arrived at Bristol, in 1632. 
The names of Frobisher, Davis, Weymouth, Hudson, Baffin, and 
James, are alone sufficient to recommend this book. We had 
marked many passages for extract, but find ourselves so much 
limited for space, that referring our readers to the work itself for 
highly interesting stories of dangers, escapes, discoveries, and 
mutinies; and for examples of almost un]:)arallcled courage and 
heroism, we will close our notice of it with a passage from the 
journal of Sir Edward Parry, bearing testimony to the merits of 
his forerunners: — 

‘ In revisiting many of the spots discovered by our early Britisli 
navigators in the Polar regions, and in traversing the same tracks 
which they originally pursued, I liave, now and then, in the course of 
my narratives, had to speak of the faithfulness of their accounts, and 
the accuracy of their liydrographical information. . . . Tiie accounts 
of Hudson, Baffin, and Davis are the productions of men of no 
common stamp. They evidently relate things just as they saw tliem, 
dwelling on such nautical and hydrographical notices as even at this 
day are valuable to any seaman going over tlie same ground ; and 
describing every appearance of nature, whether on land, the sea, or 
the ice, with a degree of faithfulness which can alone, perhaps, be 
fully appreciated by those who succeed them in the same regions, and 
under similar circumstances . . . One cannot less admire the intrepidity, 
perseverance, and skill with which, inadequately furnished as they 
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were, these discoveries were effected, and every difficulty and danger 
braved. That any man, in a single frail vessel of live-and-twenty 
tons, ill-found in most respects, and wholly unprovided for wintering, 
having to contend with a thousand real difficulties, as well as with 
numberless imaginary ones, which the superstitions then existing 
among sailors would not fail to conjure up — that any man, under such 
circumstances, sliould, two hundred years ago, have persevered in 
accomplishing what our old navigators did accomplish, is, 1 confess, 
sulHcient to create in my mind a feeling of tlie highest pride on the 
one hand, and almost approaching to humiliation on the other. Of 
pride, in remembering that it was oiir countrymen who performed 
these exploits; of humiliation, when I consider how little, with all our 
advantages, we have succeeded in going beyond them. . . . Perse- 
vering in difficulty, imappalled by danger, and patient under distress, 
they scarcely ever use the language of complaint, much less tliat of 
despair; and sometimes, when all human hope seems at its lowest 
chb, they furnish the most beautiful examples of that firm reliance on a 
sujieriiitending providence, which is the only rational source of true 
fortitude in man. . . 

‘ How shall I admire your heroic courage, 

Ye marine worthies, beyond names of worthiness.* 

The next book on our list — the * Historic of Travaile into 
Virginia Britania’ — has had the good fortune to fall into the , 
hands of Mr. Major, who has enriched it with an introduction 
containing such notice as, in the alrno.st total absence of materials, 
this indefatigable editor could give of William Strachey? its 
author; and an interesting account of the struggles endured by 
the early settlors in Virginia, who preceded the expedition in which 
Strachey sailed as secretary. Mrs. Major has also contributed 
to th(‘ value of the book, by embellishing it with etchings, copied 
from early engravings, iliustrative of the persons and houses of 
the Virginians. 

William Strachey gives a very enticing description of the 
country, and contradicts the reports which have been spread, of 
the formidable character of its inhabitants. ‘ They never,’ says 
ho, ‘killed a man of ours, hut by our men’s own folly and indis- 
‘ cretion — suffering themselves to be beguiled and enticed up 
‘ into their houses Avithout arms: for fierce and cunniiig as they 
‘ are, they still stand in great dread of us.’ 

Striichey’s account of \ irginia, though till now only in manu- 
script, was well known at the time of it.s first appearance; and it 
is supposed to have determined the ‘ Pilgrim Pathers’ in their 
choice of a resting- place. The quotation on the title-page, 

‘ This shall be written for the generation to come; and the people 
‘ that shall be created shall praise tlic Lord,” was perhaps eon- 

NO. xxxr. F 
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siclered bv them to be prophetic of themselves. The description 
given of the Virginian costume is too curious to be omitted: — 

* They adorn themselves most Avith copper beades and paintings. Of 
the men, there be some who will paint their bodies black, and some 
yellow; and being oyled over, they willsticke therein the soft d(nvn of 
sundry coloured birdes, of blew birdes, white herne shewes, and the 
feathers of the carnation birde .... as if so many variety of laces were 
stitched on tlieir skinns, which makes a wondrous shew; then being 
angry and prcparcid to figbt, paint and crosse their forelniads, chcekes, 

and the right side of their heades diversely The w'omen have 

their armes, breasts, thighes, shoulders, and faces, cunningly em- 
broidered with divers workes, for i)ouncingor tearing their skynswith 
a kiml of instrument heated in the lier. They ligure therein flowers 

and fruits of sujidry lively kinds, as also snakes, serpents, eftes, 8cc 

and this they doe by dropping upon the seared flesh sundry couKts, 
which rubbM into the stamp, will never be taken awayc again. The 
men shave tlieir haire on the right side very clos<^, keeping a ridge 
comorily on tlie toppe or crowne, like a coxcomb; for their women, 
ivithtwo shells, will grate away the haire into any f ashion they jdejase. 
On tlic* left side they weare theire haire at full length, with a lock of 
an ell hnig, which they anoint ol'ten with w^alniit oyle. Sometimes 
tliey tye up tlieir lock with an urtefycyall and well laboured knot, stuck 
with many colored gewgaws, as the cast head, or brow' antic ol’ a 
’deare, the hand of their eiu niij dried, croisettes of briglitc and sliyniiig 
copper, like tlic newe raoone. Many weare the w' bole skin of a Jisiwk 
stuffed, witli the wings abroad, and buzzard’s or other ibwi's wiiole 

wings, and to the feathers they will fasten a litlle rattle w liioh 

they take from the, tayle of a snake, and sometimes divers kind of 
shells, hanging 'loose by small purfleets or threads, that being slmken 
as they move, they mighte make a certaine murmuring or whistcling 
noise by gathering wyrid, in which they seem to take great jollity, and 
hold yt a kind of bravery. Their ears they boarc with wide Imles, 
commonly two or three, and in the same they do hang cliains of stayned 
pearl bracelets, of w hite bone or shreds of copper beaten thin and 
brighte, and wound up holiow'e, and with a greate pride, certiiino 

fowle/s leggs with beasts’ ciaw'S the claw's thrust tlirough, 

they let hang upon the cheeke to the lull view, and ftmne of their imn 
tlieir he v:ho mill mmr in these holes a sinaU greenc and yeffoir-coloured 
live siudiCj nteve half a yard long, which crawling and lapping himself 
about his neck, often tymes familiarly, he suflereth to kiss his liiipes. 
Others w'car a dead rat tyed by the tayle, and other such conundrums.’ 

We regret that we cannot afford space for a detailed notice of 
the various pieces forming Hakluyt’s collection of ‘Voyages 
touching the Discovery of America.’ The high interest and value 
of the collections made by the indefatigable Hakluyt, arc 
admitted by all. The well-known bibliographer, Mr. John 
AVinter Jones, of the British Museum, has edited this work with 
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an amount of care and learning which will sustain and increase 
his reputation, 

VVe now come to ' A Collection of Documents on Japan.’ 

The American expedition, which is on the point of sailing for 
Jedo, and the result of which will probably be the opening of 
Japan to all nations, gives a peculiar interest to this volume, 
which, apart, however, from any temporary consideration, is one 
of the most attractive of the set of books before us. Like some 
which we have already noticed, it has a preface and notes, that 
rival in value the work itself. The editor to whom we are in- 
debted for these excellent notes and preface, is Mr. Thomas 
Kuiidall. At the present juncture of Japanese history, it may 
not l)e unacceptable to our readers to be reminded of some of its 
leading features in connexion with Europe and the Europeans. 

Eefore the year 1637, Japan, instead of being the most 
exclusive country in the world, was open to all foreigners. An 
unusual degree of politeness and justice seems to have been 
practised towards them. The governor of the Pbillipine Islands 
being wrecked on the coast, was received as a prince, and laden 
with gifts at his departure. William Adams, the author of six 
letters, which, together with a description of Japan from a 
llarleian MS., form the ‘ Memorials,’ and who began life as ‘ an 
apprentice to Master Nicholas Diggines, of Limehouse,’ was cast 
destitute upon the Japanese shores : so far from being received 
with unkindness or suspicion, he found himself, though without 
other recommendation than his personal merit, gradually advanced 
to a high post, in which he was the king’s friend and councillor. 
Merchants wc;re welcomed from all countries, and they found 
amt^ng the Japanese a ready and profitable market for their 
merchandize. Missionaries were freely admitted, and according 
to their own account, the Roman-catholic church numbered 
two millions of Japanese converts in little more than five-and- 
twenty years. Churches were erected, and schools established, 
all with the full concurrence of the government. The Budhist 
religion was also introduced by its own followers, and with so 
much success, that in a short time its votaries far outnumbered 
the followers of the Sinto, or national creed. Thirty-four minor 
sects enjoyed their respective opinions unmolested ; all foreigners 
were protected by the emperor so long as they obeyed his laws. 
When asked, upon one occasion, to deliver up certain Spaniards 
who were resident in his dominions, the emperor replied, * No ; 

* Japim is an asylum for people of all nations. No man who hath 
^ taken refuge in my dominions, and conducts himself peaceably, 

* shall be compelled, against his will, to abandon my empire : but 

* if it be his will to quit, he is welcome to depart.’ 
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Now, unfortunately, the missionaries and their converts did not 
observe the emperor’s very just conditions, but so conducted 
themselves, that in the year 1587 the Ermieror Taico Sama had 
occasion to dispatch commissioners to Father Cucllo, the vice 
provincial of the Portuguese, to demand explanations on the 
following points: 1st. Why he and his associates forced their 
creed upon the subjects of the empire? 2nd. Why they incited 
their disciples to destroy the national temples ? »3rd. Why they 

persecuted the bonzes (native priests) ? 4th. Why they and the 
rest of their nation used for food animals useful to man, such as 
oxen and cows? Here we must acquaint our readers who arc 
not already aware of the fact, that the Japanese would no more 
think of eating a cow than we should a horse. On being asked 
to furnish oxen and cows to an English captain, in 1845, they 
refused, and added, by way of explanation, ‘ The Japanese do not 

* cat cows; they do their duty, they bear calves, and give milk ; it 

* is sinful to take the milk ; they require it to rear iheir calves : 

* and because they do this, they are not allowed to work. The 

* hulls do their work, they labour at the plough, and get thin : you 
^ cannot eat them ; it is not just to kill a beast that docs its duty ; but 

* hogs are indolent, lazy, and do no work — they are proper food.’ 

The fifth and last question was this: Why they permitted the 
merchants of their nation to traffic in his subjects, and carrv' them 
away as slaves to the Indies ? 

Cucllo, in reply to the first three questions, pleaded the holy 
zeal of the Christians, but assured the emperor tJjat lliC mission- 
aries had taken no part in the disorders. With regard to the 
eating of cows and oxen, he laid it to ignorance of the Japanese 
customs. In an.swer to the last question, he observed that the 
traders in human flesh acted in opposition to the wishes of the 
missionaries. The emperor ap]>ears to have considered these 
replies quite unsatisfactory. If the priests considered the levelling 
of temples and persecution of the bonzes proofs of }u)Iy zeal, it 
was very plain that in proportion to their succcs.s in making 
converts, tlic.se disorders would prevail, whether or not directed 
by the missionaries. The plea of ignorance of the •Tapanese 
customs could scarcely^ be received oii behalf of a peojilc wlio had 
resided for years among them. The missionaries’ disappro- 
bation of the slave traffic, if sincere, show^ed at least that tlieir 
teaching was as inefficient when directed to a good end, in 
opposition to mercenary views, as it was effective when indirectly 
levelled against order and justice. An edict was therefore issued 
commanding all priests to leave the empire within twenty days, 
upon pain of death. All churches and crosses were to be 
destroyed, and Christian converts W'ere to abandon their faith, or 
be exiled from their country. Merchants were allowed to remain 
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on the same footing as before, provided only that they made no 
attempts at proselytizing. This harsh edict was not really carried 
out, and the native Christians were soon the cause of fresh 
disorders. Some examples were made, but with little effect; the 
progress of the so-called Christianity was marked by disorder and 
^ rebellion. Further examples were made, and the governor of 
the Phillipines sent a message of expostulation. To his ambas- 
sador, Taico Sama, after giving a sketch of the disorders created 
in his country by the missionaries, made the following pertinent 
observation : ‘ Conceive yourself in my position, the ruler of a 
‘ great empire, and suppose certain of my subjects should find their 
‘ way into your possessions, on pretence of preaching the doctrines 
‘ of Dsin. If you should discover their assumed zeal to be a mere 
‘ mask for ambitious projects ; that their real object was to make 
themselves masters of your dominions, would you not treat them 
‘ as traitors to the state ? I hold the fathers to be traitors to my 
‘ state, and as such do I treat them.’ He expressed, in conclusion, 
his intention of still admitting and protecting merchants ; and 
voluntarily conceded to the Spaniards the power of punishing 
such of his subjects as might incur the censure of their laws, 
while staying in Nova Spaiiia. 

To enable our readers to judge how far the priests deserved 
the censure of Taico Sama, we will here subjoin accounts written 
of them by Captain Cock and Kaempfer. The former in his 
diary frequently alludes to the disorders arising in the state 
through the agency of the priests, and speaks of their insolent 
disregard of the laws. He represents them as beiqg ‘ demoralised 
and avaricious, not scrupling to make their holy calling subser- 
vient to their worldly interests by the keen pursuit of trafhek.’ 
Kmmpfer, entering upon the subject more fully, says — 

* Now, as to the fall of the Portuguese, I have heard it often affirmed 
by p<;oplc of good credit among the Japanese themselves, that pride 
and (‘ovetousness, (in the first place pride among the great ones, and 
covetousness in people of less note) contributed very much to render 
the whole nation odious. Even the new-converted Christians were 
astonished and grew impatient, when they found that their spiritual 
fathers aimed not only at the salvation of their souls, but bad an eye 
also to tlieir money and their lands; and that the merchants disposed 
of their goods in a most usurious and unreasonable manner. The 
growing riches, and the unexpected success in the propagation of the 
Gospel, puffed up both laity and clergy. Those who were at the 
head of the clergy thought it beneath their dignity to walk any more 
on foot, in imitation of Christ and his apostles. Nothing would serve 
them but they must he carried about in stately chairs, mimicking the 
pomp of the pope and cardinals at Home. They not only put them- 
selves on an equal footing with the greatest men in the empire, but. 
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swelled with ecclesiastical pride, they fancied that a superior rank was 
nothing but their due .’ — Histortf of Ja/pan^ v. i. p. 314. 

Both Captain Cock and Kaempfor were Protestants, and may, 
by some, be supposed to be prejudiced against the priests and 
their converts. No suspicion, however, can attach to the 
evidence of Charlevoix, a Jesuit who wrote the history of Japan 
and the Japanese Christians. He speaks of the emperors as 
‘ naturcllement pleins d’equit^ct de mod6ration,’ in whose minds, 
by a combination of causes, mistrust and suspicion were en- 
gendered; feelings which displayed themselves in a manner 
that excited astonishment throughout the world. He tells us 
that these causes w^ere, the commercial rivalry of the Sjianish 
and Portuguese, which led each one to injure the other in the 
emperor’s regard ; various scandalous }>rocecdings and gross 
indiscretions on the part of the Castillians ; and the ill offices of 
the Dutch, who, with a single blow, overthrew European com- 
merce and Christianity in .lapan. He acknowledged that the 
priests were not always discreet and prudent, and he admits that 
the Christians were prone to rebellion, but endeavoured to 
excuse them on the ground of the sovereigns against \vhom they 
revolted having been usurpers. Whether or not thivS was the 
.case is doubtful, but at all events the Christian converts might have 
contented themselves with obeying a king who was acknowledged 
by an overwhelming majority as lawful monarch. After com- 
paring the three testimonies of Cock, Knempfer, and Charlevcux, 
It is difficult not to sympathise wdth Taico Sama, in his oj)inion 
of the ‘fathers.’ lie continued till his death to regard them 
as traitors, but was by no means harsh in his treatment of 
them. This very reasonable emperor w'as succeeded Ogosho 
Sama. During this reign, some Franciscan friars were sent to 
Japan as ambassadors from the Manillas. In direct o]>position 
to the then existing laws, they preached openly in the streets of 
Miaco, and even erected a church there. This untimely and 
imprudent proceeding incited the emperor to issue an order for 
them to leave the country. This command was disobe^^ed, and 
the priests spread themselves abroad in various disguises ‘ to 
gather up the fold of Christ.’ The only apparent effect of their 
labour was a simultaneous rising of all the Christians against the 
government. This insurrection stirred up the wTath of the 
emperor, who now commanded a persecution, which was carried 
out with an atrocity never before witnessed in any countr}^ of 
the world. In this deplorable state things remained with very 
little intermission till 1637, when the Dutch laid before the 
Japanese government a correspondence asserted to have been 
carried on with Portugal, inviting the Portuguese to send 
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over troops, ostensibly to help the Christians, but in reality to 
effect the conquest of Japan. Charlevoix accuses the Dutch of 
having forged this correspondence, for the purpose of ruining 
their commercial rivals. It is impossible, at this distance of 
time, and w'ith little evidence on either side, to detennine the 
question satisfactorily. The Portuguese jwt}^ in Ja}>an may 
have sought aid from Europe ; and, on the other hand, to those 
who arc acquainted with the line of conduct pursued by the 
Dutch in the eastern seas, it will seem equally probable that the 
letters were forgeries. They were, however, considered by the 
em]>eror to be genuine, and, in consequence of their discovery, 
all Europeans except the Dutch were banished from Ja})aii, a 
})rieo was set upon the head of all Christians, natives were for- 
bidden to <|uit tiic country under pain of death if ever thej" 
rcturnt'd, and ‘Japan was shut up.’ 

The Dutch have retained their position in Japan till the 
present lime. Tliey, however, gain little else by it than the mere 
name of carrying on dealings with the Japanese ; for this name 
they are content to remain at Naiigasaki, subject to many moral 
anti })hysical restrictions, and treated, as Koempfer observes, as 
traitors and professed enemies of the empire. Their traffic is 
limited to two shi[)s yearly; valuable presents are selected from 
each cargo for the emperor, others, somewhat less costly, for the* 
more subordinate autliorities; the Japanese merchant sets his 
own ]>ricc on the merchandise, and pays in a coin to which an 
arbiliary value is affixed. A decree exists by which ‘ No llol- 
‘ lander shall come out of the island of Desima Ip. small place 
‘ sonic five or six hundred feet long) without weighty reasons.’ 
The weighty reason, when existing, has to he sent in writing to 
the governor of Nangasaki, wlio, after a delay of twenty-four 
hours, generally sends a permission of sortie. The permission 
extends only to a short distance, and even to these limits the 
Hollander is attended by an escort of police and subordinate 
officials, all of whom expect a gift. It is not often, therefore, 
thattlio Dutchman ‘goes out.’ The observance of the SabbatE 
is prohibited ; hut there is certainly not now, if there ever was, 
any truth in the statement that the Dutch were required to 
stamp upon the cross, and effigy of the Virgin. Such are the 
advantages which the Dutch have secured to themselves by the 
shutting up of Japan. 

Early in the seventeenth century, the English made an attempt 
at commerce with the Japanese; they however, lost 40,0001. m 
the undertaking, and failed completely. Their failure arose 
partly from the length and difficulty of the voyage; partly 
because the English did not possess such articles of commerce as 
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were most pleasing to the Japanese ; but, more than all, it was 
owing to the underhand policy of the ]>utch, who used under- 
selling and bribery, and unscrupulously plundered every English 
vessel that came in their way. Though commereially unsuc- 
cessful, the English maintained their character with the Japanese ; 
they retired, under Captain Cock, in 1623, esteemed and 
regretted by all classes. 

In Mr. Rundairs prefatory remarks we have narratives of 
many incidents that have more recently transpired between 
the Japanese and other nations. We have not space to notice 
these events, but will extract the conclusion he draws from them, 
in which we fully coincide. 

‘ Calmly reviewing these circumstances, it must be confessed tiiat 
the nature of the intercourse between the Euroj>cans* (aiitl, wi; may 
add, Americans) ‘and the Japanese, cannot liave tended either to 
elevate the character of the 1‘ormer in the <»stiination of the people of 
the empire, or to have produced such feelings as can lead to a desire 
for the formation of intimate relations. By the intercourse that lias 
already subsisted between the Europeans and Japanese, all the worst 
features of the European character have betMi }>araded belbrc, tlie 
people of the empire, and few of their good qualities have been dis- 
, played. In fact, the character of the i'ormcr has been abused by 
unworthy representatives, and the perception of the latter has been 
grossly deceived. The Japanese liave had intercourse with govern- 
inents animated by a wild spirit of aggression, to which every principle 
of right, humanity, justice, and honour, was sacrificed. Tliey have 
seen some wrong, real or imaginary, for which the state was alone 
responsible, vindictively and barbarously avenged on a peaceable and 
defenceless part of the population. They have been exposed to 
annoyance, if they Lave not been irritated in other quarters. They 
have had intercourse with degenerate ecclesiastics, no less crafty than 
arrogant and ambitious. They had intercourse with traders abjectly 
submissive, or over-reaching, or blood-thirsty, piratical, ajid trea- 
cherous. Hence has arisen strong prejudice against the character of 
Europeans and others, with suspicion and distrust, if not apprehension. 
Yet of disinterestedness, probity, justice, honour, true devotion, and 
magnanimity, there is no deficiency among the western nations; and 
when the Japanese become practically acquainted with this fact, 
sound friendship, based on esteem and confidence, may be expected to 
prevail.’ 

It must, however, be told, to the honour of the Japanese, that 
within this last century several ships, American anu European, 
have been civilly received at Japan, and even supplied with pro- 
▼isions free of cost. Captain Sir Edward Belcher was allowed 
to land on an island and take observations : he was pressed to 
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prolong his stay, and, on his leave, was urged to pay the Japanese 
a second visit on some future occasion. 

With regard to the present question of opening Japan to the 
rest of the world, it may be observed, that the Japanese are per- 
fectly happy in their seclusion. The country is divided by a 
difference of climate, and by mountain ranges and impervious 
forests, into parts as separate as different states. There is from 
this cause a great variety of produce, and hence an active 
trade is carried on among the natives. One of their own 
writers says : ‘We can dispense with everything, except medi- 
^ cines, brought from abroad. The stuffs and other foreign com- 
‘ modities are no real benefit to us.’ They know nothing of 
European luxuries, and therefore never miss them. All that they 
require is to be found in their own possessions. They have 
made some advance in science, but would gladly progress further. 
They are naturally skilful mechanists, and, with a little instruc- 
tion, would soon rival their teachers. They are fond of the fine 
arts, in all of which, with the exception of music, they have pro- 
duced some good examples. Tiiey arc daring in crime, but lack 
the mean vices of more polished nations. Their impulses are 
nt)ble, blit seem to require a fuller development. Doubt- 
less a renewed inlcrcoiirse with the better class of the western ^ 
nations would be advantageous to them, but an intercourse com- 
menced by hostilities niaj^ be a long while before it produces any- 
thing but evil. 

Those who arc interested on the subject of Japan cannot do 
better than peruse the book before us. For any. authentic in- 
formation concerning this empire, we have been hitherto driven 
to writers of tw^o or three centuries old; but Mr. Kundall 
has drawn from their dusty and worm-eaten repositories all the 
most important information. The anonymous Harleian MS. and 
the letters that follow it are but a small portion of the work, 
which, with the preface and annotations, form an excellent his- 
tory of all that is worth knowing of Japan. We subjoin from 
the ‘ notes ’ the story of a Japanese Lucretia, which gives a high 
idea of female chastity in Japan ; — 

* A man of rank went on a journey : a noble in authority made 
overtures to his wife. They were rejected with scorn and indignation; 
but the libertine, by force or fraud, accomplished his object. The 
husband returned, and was received by his wife with affection, but 
with a dignified reserve that excited his surprise. He sought explana- 
tions, but could not obtain them at once. His wife prayed him to 
restrain himself till the morrow, and then, before her relatives and the 
chief people of the city, whom she had invited to a banquet, his desire 
should be satisfied. The morrow came, and with it the guests, in- 
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eluding the noble who had done the wrong. Tlie eiitej'tainment was 
given, in a manner not unusual in the country, on the terraced roof of 
the house. The repast was concluded, when the lady rose and made 
known the outrage to which she had been subjected, and passionately 
demanded that her husband should slay her, as an unworthy object 
unfit to live. The guests, her husband foremost, besought her to be 
calm; they strove to impress her with the idea that she had done no 
wrong, that she was an innocent victim, though tlie author ol* the 
outrage merited no le.ss punishment than death. She thanked them 
all kindly, she wept on lier husband’s siioulder. She kissed him aifec- 
tionately, then suddenly escaping from liis embraces, rushed preci[)i- 
tately to the edge of the terrace, and cast her.self over tlie parapet. In 
the confusion that ensued, the author of the mischief, still unsuspected, 
for the hapless creature Jiad not indicated the offender, made his way 
down stairs. "When the rest of the party arrived, he w'as found 
weltering in his blood by tlie side of his victim. lie had expiated his 
crime by committing suicide in the national manner, by slashing him- 
self across the abdomen wdth two slaslies, in tlie fV)rm of a (tross.’ 

The collection of documents on Japan arc followed by the 
republicatiou of ‘ The Worthye and Famous liislory of the 
Travailes, Discovery, and Con(|uest of that great (.\)utiiK*nt of 
Terra Florida.’ This book contains tlie history of Ferdinand de 
, Soto, written by an anonymous author who calls himself ‘ a gen- 
tleman of Elvas,’ This is, perhaps, the most entertaining of all 
the Hakluyt books. It abounds with nmiantic incidents and 
vivid descriptions of nature. The editor, Mr. II ye, of the British 
Museum, has completed the subject by an elaborate jirelace, 
which, as is s-o often the case with the Hakluyt books, eon tains 
nearly as much amusement and instruction as llie wtirk itself 

Ponce de Leon, who disputes with Sebastian Cabot the honour 
of having discovered Florida, was ‘ induced by vague tradi- 
‘ tions circulated by the natives of the West Indies, that there 

* was a country in the north possessing a fountain whose waters 

* restored the aged to youth,’ to go seeking this desirable spring. 
He resigned his government — for he was governor of Porto Jiico 
— and set sail in the direction indicated by the natives. One 
Palm Sunday he came upon a laud covered with flowers and 
verdure; and, as Palm Sunday is called by the Sjianiards ‘Pasqua 
Florida,’ he gave the name of ‘ Florida’ to tlie new^ country ; for 
whether Cabot had formerly seen the land or not, it is certain 
that he had not succeeded in christening it. 

It w^as here that Ferdinand dc Soto, a hundred years later, 
met with the adventures recorded by the gcntleinan of Elvas. 
An Indian told him, that in a country governed by a queen, 
gold was to be had in abundance ; and described how * it was 
' taken out of mines, and was moultcn and refined, as if bee had 
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‘ scene it, or the devil had taught it him. So that all those which 
* knew anything concerning the same, said that it was impos- 
‘ sible to give so good a relation without having scene it.’ This 
sent the governor and his followers on a voyage of discovery in 
the direction indicated by the Indian. They found the country 
and the queen, but not the gold. They were, however, courtc- 
ousty received, and laden with presents; and the queen, on per- 
ceiving that they valued pearls above all other things, directed 
them to ransack certain graves, where they found ‘ fourteene 
rooves of perles, and little babies and birds made of them.’ 

Ferdinand de Soto and his vrarriors never found their golden 
city ; but we cannot help rejoicing in their ill success, as an El 
Dorado would have prematurely closed the most pleasing narra- 
tive of the * Travailes.’ We extract two passages as examples of 
the style and matter of this book : — 

‘There is in this countric much gold, and few slaves to get it; for 
many hav(^ made away themselves, because of the Christians* evil 
usage in the mines. A steward of Vasquez Poreallo, which w^as an 
inhabitor of the island, understanding that his slaves would make away 
witli themselves, staled for them with a eudgell in his hands at the 
j)lacc where they were to mete, and told them that th(fy could neither 
doe nor think anything that lie did not know before; and that he came 
thither to kill himself with them, to the end that if he had used them 
badly in this world, he might use them worse in the world to come. 
And this was a meane that they changed their purpose, and turned 
home again to doe that wliich he commanded them.’ 

The other is from an encounter w'ith the Indians, who, being- 
put to the rout, 

‘ Fled to two very great lakes, that were somewhat distant, the one 
from tin; other; they were swimming, and the Christians about them. 
The caliever men and crossebowmen shot at them from off the hanke; 
but the distance being very great, and shooting afarre oft' they did 
tliem no liurt. The governor (de Soto) commanded that the same 
night they should compasse one of those lakes, because they were so 
greate that there were not men enough to compass both. Being beset as 
soon as night set in, the Indians, with determination to run away, came 
swimming very softly to the bankes; and, to hide themsi^lves, they 
put a water lillic leafe on their heads. The horsemen, as soon as they 
perceived it to stirre, ran into the water to the horse’s breasts, and the 
Indians fled again into the lake. So this night passed without any 
rest on both sides. Jolin Ortiz persuaded them that, seeing they 
could not escape, they should yield themselves to the governor, which 

they did, enforced thereunto by the coldness of the water only 

twelve principal men being more valorous and honourable than the 
rest, resolved rather to die than to come into his hands. And the 
Indians of Paracossi, who were now loosed out of cliaines, went 
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swimming to them, and pulled them out by the haire of their lieads, 
and they were all put in chaines, and the next day were divided among 
the Christians for service.’ 

The latest of the Hakluyt publications, ‘ Notes upon Kussia,’ 
is, perhaps, the least interesting of the set. A second volume is 
advertised, which may contain more entertaining matter. The 
present volume, though useful as a book of reference to a lliissian 
historian, can boast of little to attract the general reader, and 
nothing that may not be found in a more pleasing form in modern 
works. Wc except three versified letters, written b}'^ * Master 
‘ George Turbervile, ambass^idor from Queen Elizabeth to the 
‘ Russian ('ourt,’ which arc very humorous. The ‘ notes’ open 
with a sketch oi Russian history up to the middle of the sixteenth 
century ; tliis sketch is followed by exceedingly dry notices of 
the religion, laws, and social customs of the Russians. Many of 
these are curious, but not sufficiently so to warrant oiir tpioting 
them. Tim cliief attraction of the book seems to us to be its 
introduction, written bv Mr. Major, the accomplished editor of 
Columbus’s leltors. llere we have notices of various Russian 
travellers of earlier date than the author of the present work, 
Sigismund Von llerborstein, who went to Russia in the years 
1517 and lo2(5. as ambassador from ilie German Court. Tlien 
follows an excellent and most interesting biography of Ilcrhor- 
stein himself. We love and admire this great and honest states- 
man, as we follow him through his life of active and devoted 
service to his king, till his own dry notes become tolerable. 

We conclude tiiis brief iioiiee of a series of works, of which 
there are several that deserve an article a-piece, by repeating 
the expression of our high apjwoval of the general management 
and edilorsliip of the s-erics. and by wishing the Hakluyt Society 
‘ many ba|)i)y returns’ of the years which it has employed in a 
way so ])rofitable to its subscrihers, and so honourable to its staff 
of writers. 


Art. hi . — The Festal Letters of AtJumamns. Discovered in an ancient 
Syriac Yertion, and edited by William Cuketon, M.A., F.K.S. 
London. Printed for the Society for the I’ublicatioii of Oriental 
Texts. 164t?. 

The history of this work of a renowned Father of the Church is 
a literary romance. Among the productions which Athanasius 
was kiiowm to have given to the wmrld, history had recorded some 
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pastoral letters, written him while patriarch of Alexandria, in 
accordance with a decree of the Council of Nice respecting the 
disputed rpicstion of Easter. The council liaving decided that 
this great feast of the church should be celebrated on the first 
Sunday after the Jowisli Passover, — that is, the Sunday following 
the first full moon after the vernal equinox, — it entrusted the 
task of calculating and })roclaiining the proper day to the Bishop 
of Alexandria, lienee it came to pass, that in Egypt, soon afier 
the Epiphany, the patriarch sent notice to all the towns under 
his episcopal jurisdiction, of the day on vvliich the fast of forty 
days, or of I^cnt, should commence, as well as the feast of Easter. 
Tills was the origin of Pasclial or Festal Letters, which, at the 
same time, discharged the chronological duty prescribed by the 
council, and furnislied the cliurches with appropriate religious 
advice from the respective writers. 

Tiie first letter of this character was wTitten by Alexander, 
Bisiio[) of Alexandria, who did not long survive the ('ouncil of 
Nice. In the index attached to the work before us, it is stated 
that * Alexander prepared and sent a letter before he departed 
this life.’ lie w'as succeeded in the patriarchate by Athanasius, 
who was consecrated, according to tliis Syriac authority, wiien 
.Tanuurius and Justus were consuls; that is, in the year a.d. 328. 
It must naturally be presumed, that a letter would be sent by 
him annually, and ecclesiastical writers mention such produc- 
tions; but, wlialcvcr they wxtc, they were lost to the w’orld from 
a very early period, a few^ extracts excepted. Jerome mentions 
the Festal Letters in liis notice of Athanasius ; Severus, bishop 
of Aschmonin, says tliat he WTote forty-seven, and fragments of 
some of llieni arc ([noted by Theodoras Balsainon and Cosinas 
Indicoplcusles. Beyond tiicsc slight remains, nothing was 
known regarding a scries of letters which, from the celebrity 
of Athanasius, the vicissitudes of his life, and his long occupation 
of the patriarchate, might be exjiccled to take an important 
place among his works. Tiiat they should have perished, can 
only be attributed to the apparently ephemeral character which 
they w^oiild bear fit their first [nihlicaliou; the one for the current 
year, liowever interesting in itscit, being riccessarilj’ throwm into 
neglect by thiit wdiich succeeded. But, wliateverthc cause might 
bo, the fact is certain, that the original Greek of these letters is 
not known to exist, and it only remained, that when the lapse of 
centuries had cast the additional interest of hoar antiquity round 
the just fame of the great defender of orthodoxy, his admirers 
should lament a loss which appeared to be irrcpaVable. ‘ Alas !’ 
says Montfaucon, in the preface of his edition of the works of 
Athanasius, ‘ what grief affects us for this lost treasure ! llow^ 
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^ much light might have been thrown on history, on the customs 
^of the cliurchcs, and on manners! And probably to this day 
‘ they Jic hid in the East, where many more such things yet 
‘ exist.’ 

And Montfaiicon w-as right, as recent discoveries have proved. 
In that part of Africa marked in the map as the Lybian Desert, 
to the west of Lower Egypt, the Natron Lakes arc situated, 
celebrated for a natural production %vcll known to the arts, but 
still more so as being the favourite resort of Christian ascetics 
from a very early period. To the south of the Lakes is found 
the Valley of Scetc, taking its name from its austere inhabitants, 
and also known as the Desert of Macarius, from a monastery 
called after one of the saints of that name. Here, as early as the 
second century, were found numbers of j^ersons who, disgusted 
with the w’orld, or afraid of its temptations, led a life of seclusion 
and devotedness to the great objects professedly of ])urifying and 
saving their souls. Through successive ages, down to this day, 
the same spot has been chosen by religious recluses, among 
whom are conspicuous the names of Fronto, Ammon, Macarius, 
and Arsenius. In the fourth century, the number of devotees 
is said to have been five lliousand ; but this was but a select 
community compared with the seventy thousand monks who are 
reported to have met the Arabian general, Amr Ibn Al- As, after 
the conejuest of Egypt, to propitiate his favour towards their 
societies. Since that lime they liavc suffered great vicissitudes, 
partly from political events, but still more from time, .and the 
shifting spirit -of the age in relation to religious sentiments and 
practices. Recent travellers have found the monasteries of the 
Natron Lakes few in number, although the desert is strewed w ith 
the remains of those wdiich once existed. Those which survive 
arc tenanted by a few monks, poor, and ignorant, and harmless ; 
the modern representatives ot a system which once embraced 
within it the wealthy, the powerful, and the learned. 

As tlic Syriac language was vernacular to the inhabitants of 
an immense region, extending from Armenia on the north, to 
Arabia and Egypt on the south, and from Rabylon to the shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea, it followed that those who spoke it 
formed an important part of the ascetic community in the desert. 
As late as the tenth century, the monastery of St. Mary Deipara, 
belonging to the Syrians, was very prosperous ; for, in the year 
9.H2, the abbot brought from Bagdad a large and valuable acces- 
sion of books to its library. Through successive centuries we 
catch glimpses of its manuscript treasiures in the visits of learned 
Europeans, who, after the revival of learning especially, sought 
for the precious relics of ancient wisdom with untiring diligence. 
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to grace and enrich the new republic of letters which the Provi- 
dence of God had allowed to be established. The libraries of 
the monks, which had become useless to themselves, although 
written or collected with great zeal and expense by their prede- 
cessors, were eagerly coveted, and from time to time yielded up 
some long lost production. It might have been expected, that 
books which were as useless to their possessors as if they had 
been written in the cuneiform or arrow-headed characters of the 
old world, would have been readily parted with for the gold 
which now seldom crosses the hand of the anchorites, or for the 
luxuries which their poverty prevents them from procuring. 
But it must be remembered, that things are sometimes more 
valued for their antiquity than for their usefulness, and that the 
manuscripts in question being for the most part associated with 
the religious history and the ecclesiastical status of the monas- 
teries, were regarded with superstitious reverence. Another 
cause operated powerfully to make the monks hold with tenacity 
documents which were gradually perishing in their libraries or 
their cellars, and that was, the anathemas pronounced by the 
writers or the donors of the books against those who should allow 
them to be removed from the places to which they belonged. 
This custom probably originated in the great value of such books 
before? the invention of printing ; but it also indicates the im- 
portance attached to literary possessions in the palmy days of 
asceticism. 

As a specimen of this mode of binding posterity to reverence 
tlicir gifts, \vc may (]uotc an inscription found at tiie beginning 
or end of several of tlic manuscripts lately brought from St. Mary 
Dei para, as it is given by Mr. Cureton in the preface to the 
Syriac text of Athanasius. It is transcribed from the last leaf of 
a copy of the book of Daniel, dated a.d. 531. 

‘ To the honour and gloi^ and magnificence of this monastery of 
Deipara, of the Syrians, of the desert of Scete, Moses, a mean man 
and a sinner, the abbot vvlio is called of Nisibis, gave diligence and 
acquired this hook, together with many others — two hundred and 
fifty — many of .which he bought, and others were given to him by some 
persons as a blessing when he went to Bagdad, on account of this holy 
desert and the monks who are in it. May God, for whose glory, and 
for the benefit of those who read in them, he obtained the books, 
pardon him and the dead belonging to him, and every one who has 
been in communion witli them. It is not permitted to any one by the 
living word of God, that he should act dishonestly with respect to any 
one of them, in any way whatever, nor appropriate them to himself. 
Neither that he should wipe out this memorial or make any erasure, or 
cut, or order another to do so, nor give them from this monastery. 
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Tf Viosoever dares to do this^ let him hww that he is accursed. These 
books arrived with tiie above-mentioned abbot, iMoses, in the year of 
the Greeks, 1243 .’— a. d. 931. 

This is strong language, but the anathema has an additional 
emphasis in an inscription found in a palimpsest from which the 
text of Homer* had been expunged to make room for a Syriac 
version of the Treatise of Severus of Antioch against Gramma- 
ticus: — ‘Whosoever removeth this volume from this sarnc- 
^ mentioned convent, may the anger of the Lord overtake him in 
* this world, and in the next, to all eternity. Amen.’ 

These maledictions, and the natural attachment of the monks 
to the literary remains of their predecessors, proved for many 
ages a sufficient safeguard against the designs of learned Eu- 
ropeans; but failed to secure them from peril in the dusty and 
damp cellars to which in many cases they were consigned. The 
utter incapacity of the monks of modern limes to read their 
ancient books, and the consequent forgetfulness of their pre- 
servation, are graphically narrated by Mr. Curzon, in his ‘ \'isit 
to the monasteries of the I-icvant;’ and this ignorance ])r()ved 
at last too weak to resist the temptations which were j>rescnled 
to induce them to part with what to them was useless lumber. 
Detached portions of several libraries were obtained by various 
enterprising travellers; but at length all the Syriac manuscripts 
of St. Mary Deipara, which time had not destroyed, were pur- 
chased by our government, and are now safely lodged in the 
British Museum, This acquisition is so really valuable, and 
the means by which it was secured are so interesting, lliat wc 
make no excuse for giving the details to our readers. The 
national repository has received a treasure whose value cannot 
be estimated, and literary remains have been rescued from ruin 
and made accessible. 

While many lovers of oriental literature had, at various times, 
assisted in ascertaining the existence of the manuscript treasures 
in the Natron monasteries, it was reserved for the Kev. Henry 
Tattam to develop their extent, and to rescue them frtun the ruin 
which every successive year tended to consummate. That 
gentleman, then a laborious parish priest in the Ioavu of Bedford,* 
had cultivated a taste for oriental learning, and had turned his 
attention more particularly to the Coptic version of the Holy 
Scriptures, which he wished to introduce, in a printed form, to 
the Coptic Christians yet existing in considerable numbers in 


* About to be published by Mr, Cureton. 

Now Dr. Tattam, Archdeacon of Bedford, and Rector of Stanford Rivers, 
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Egypt. In the year 1838, by the aid of the British government, 
he undertook a journey to that country, and was not only suc- 
cessful in the direct object of his visit, but also procured several 
Syriac manuscripts ; among which was a version of a lost work of 
Eusebius of Cajsarea, on the ^ Theophania; or. Divine Manifes- 
tation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ This venerable 
relic of the learning of past ages is stated to be, undoubtedly, 
more than 1400 years old, having been transcribed from an older 
copy in the year a.d. 411, at Edcssa. It is written in the 
Estrangelo character, on very fine vellum ; and its text, and an 
English translation with notes, have been published by Dr. 
Samuel Lee. I'liis volume was purchased by Dr. Tattara 
from the monks of St. 3Iary Deipara, who, as before mentioned, 
had formerlj^ parted with a few books to learned travellers, to 
Lord Pnidlioc, for instance, and the Hon. Robert Curzon. The 
value of the sheaf thus produced, excited strong desires after 
more of the produce of the same fruitful field ; and, as there was 
reason to believe that the convent still contained, in its cellars, 
above one hundred and fifty volumes, application was again made 
to government for jtecuniary assistance, in an attempt to gain 
possession of them, and Dr. Tattam undertook a second journey 
to Egypt with that object in view. 

By dint of a diplomac}’^, in which the judicious use of gold was 
found of sovereign virtue, Dr. Tattam was able to bring home a 
large parcel of confused remains of antique lore in the Syriac 
language, either of original works or translations frcxpi Greek 
autliors of celebrity in the early ages of the church; which, he 
believed, on the solemn asseverations of the monks, to be all 
they possessed. These acquisitions were placed in the British 
Museum, and subjected to the scrutiny of Mr. Cureton, who 
thus .speaks of them in his preface to the Syriac text of 
Athanasius. 

‘ "Whon Dr. Tattam returned from Egypt in the year 1842, having 
so successfully acct)mplished the object of the mission with wliieli lie 
liad been entrusted by her Alajesty’s Government, the inestimable 
treasures of Syriac literature wliicli he had been fortunate enough to 
obtain, were delivered to the trustees of the British Museum, and 
deposited in our national library. In the course of official duties 
the task of classifying the volumes, of gathering together, collating, 
and arranging the numberless fragments and loose pieces <d‘ which 
this collection consisted, and of drawing up a summary of their con- 
tents, devolved upon me. At the first sight of such an immense mass 

* A splendid edition of the Gospels, in Coptic and Arabic, has been prepared 
by Dr. Tattam, and published by the Society for Promotinii: Christian Knowlcugo. 
It is speedily to be followed by the remainder of the New Testament. 

NO. XXXI. 
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of broken, scattered, and confused materials, the labour appeared to be 
enormous; and 1 almost shrank from the task as one too ^rcat for me 
to hope to accomplish within the utmost limit of that portion of my 
life which I could wish to pass in this kind of occupation. But a 
warm zeal in the cause which 1 had in hand, strengthened and 
encouraged by the satisfaction of having had the expectation, wliich I 
had entertained even while they were in the desert, of seeing and 
handling these precious volumes thus realized, the delight of becoming 
acquainted with their contents, and the hope of obtaining leisure at 
some subsequent period to open their stores to others, tended much to 
lighten the labour, and enabled me almost to complete the task much 
sooner than 1 should have ventured to antici 2 :)ate.’ — Preface, p. i. 

In this collection Mr. Cureton found a portion of the manu- 
script of the Festal Letters of Athaiuisiiis,” and believing at the 
time that the monks had dealt honestly with Dr. 'J^iltain, he 
concluded that all w^as discovered wdiich w'as in existence, at least 
in the convent of St. Mary Deipara, and prepared to ]>ublish the 
fragments, amounting to about one half of the volume mciitioncd 
at the head of this article. He afterwards ascertained, however, 
from M. Auguste Pacho, a learned native of Alexandria, wlio 
visited the monastery in 1847, that a great ])art of the lil^rary had 
been kept back ])y the monks, and that, after great difficulty, he 
had succeeded in procuring from them ‘‘ nearly two hundred 
volumes, with many fragments and loose leaves,” Tliis transac- 
tion is thus recorded by Mr. Cureton : — 

‘Fully acquainted with the character of the parties with whom he 
had to deal, ‘M. Pacho proceeded upon his business with all due 
caution. He superintended in person the packing of the hooks within 
the walls of the nmnastery; he caused every fragment, even the 
smallest that he could find, to be carefully collected; and, further, he 
offered a price, varying according to the size, for every quire, leaf, or 
even remnant of a leaf, w'liich, having been removeil from the apart- 
ment where the rest of the books had been kej)t, might be discovered 
by any of the monks in their owti cells, or in any other p«art of the 
building. Having thus secured, as he believed, and as it seems most 
probable, almost every fragment that could still remain, he transported 
his acquisition across the desert to the IS'ile, and appointed Cairo as 
the place whither the bretliren were to meet him and receive payment 
for their books. 

‘ Part of the amount agreed upon ivas paid to them as soon as they 
arrived, but M. Pacho still withheld for a time, the remaining j>art 
till he should receive ample assurance that tlie whole of the Syriac 
manuscripts belonging to their library had been given up to him 
according to their agreement, and that none had been concealed and 
retained. He justified this method of j>roceeding to the monks who 
waited on him for payment, by alleging their previous conduct with 
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reference to Dr. Tattam ; and when, at length, after some delay, he 
found that no more books were produced, he concluded that he had 
indeed obtained the whole of the remaining part of their library, since 
the anxiety evinced by the good brethren to obtain the money was 
ineifectual to discover even any additional fragments. 

‘ Before he ultimately delivered the whole of the amount into their 
hands, he required them to sign a document, in which they affirmed 
they had sold to him all their Syriac manuscripts; and tlint if any 
should be discovered in their monastery or elsewhere, in their posses- 
sion, at any period subsequent to the date thereof, they were to 
become at once the propery of M. Pacho, or of those to whom he 
should have transferred his right in the matter. Further, to be still 
more secure, he required the superior to publish a sentence of excom- 
munication against any one of the brethren who should have withholden 
any part of this Syriac collection, and did not immediately deliver it 
over to the person to whom they had consigned all their interest in 
these manuscripts. He had perhaps discovered, during his residence 
among the monks, that this hitter precaution was not altogether needless. 
One of them who had concealed a part of a book, was terrified by this 
denunciation, and forwarded it afterwards to M. Pacho, in time for 
him to receive it just before he left Egypt.’ — Preface, p. xiii. 

O aiiri sacra fames ! Were it not that extreme measures were 
necessary to rescue these treasures from certain destruction at no 
distant |>eriod, we could indulge very painful reflections on the 
extreme ignorance and cupidity of these descendants of a reflec- 
tive and learned race. I'heir miserable poverty must be consi- 
dered their best excuse for allowing what should have been 
treated as their glory, to depart for ever into the Jiands of the 
children of tlic West. But we feel we dare not just now give 
way to sentiment. When the collection, thus procured at great 
expense and risk, aiTived in England, (M. Pacho’s pecuniary 
outlays were defrayed by the British treasury,) Mr. Oureton did 
not delay his examination, and, to his great delight, he found 
another large portion of the ‘ Festal Letters,’ which he tran- 
scribed, and gave the whole work to the learned w’orld, the 
volume being printed at the expense of ‘ The Society for the 
publication of Oriental Texts.’ Great praise is due to Mr. 
Cureton for this, and his many other labours in the department 
of Eastern learning. The collation of the MS. in the first in- 
stance, and its transcription afterwards, entailed an amount of 
toil which only those who are accustomed to such pursuits can 
properly appreciate. We shall occupy the remainder of this 
paper with an account of the MS. and the printed copy, and 
some exposition of the literary contents of the * Letters of Atha- 
nasius’ thus unexpectedly brought to light; awakened, as it 
were, from what threatened to be the sleep of death. 
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In the MS. department of the British Museum there are a 
number of goodly tomes, of the size generally called umall folios 
handsomely bound in russia, containing within this modern 
encasement the former literary ])osscssions of the monks of the 
Egyptian desert. Strangely altered is the locale of these vener- 
able documents, from that which held them ten years ago ; then 
they were mouldering away in the oil-cellar of the convent, in 
darkness, and buried in dust; now they are carefully enshrined 
in a temple dedicated to the learning of all ages and countries, 
accessible to any one who may be curious enough to make their 
acquaintance, or sufficiently erudite to decipher their characters. 
Let us take down the volume marked 14,569; it is the ‘Festal 
Letters of Athanasius,’ the very MS. whose adventures we have 
been narrating. The best authority refers it to the seventh or 
eighth century, so that, at the lowest computation, it is eleven 
hundred years old. Remembering the ravages made by time on 
most objects claiming so hoary an age, our first impression on 
looking at this MS. was that of wonder that it should bear so 
little the impress of that destroyer of all tilings. The vellum is 
of the finest quality, and the letters are distinctly written, black, 
and, in most cases, perfectly legible. Any injury which the book 
has sustained is referriblc to neglect more than to time, since many 
other manuscripts in this collection, from the same source, and as 
old as this, are surprisingly fresh and fair; on the vellum of some 
of them a powdery appearance, their original dressing, is visible, 
and if found in the deed-chest of a lawyer, they would be consi- 
dered as the, productions of the present age, exciting attention 
rather by their beauty than their antiquity. This w'ondcrful 
presciwation is owdug principally to the dryness of the air in 
Egypt, but also to the care taken in the preparation of the 
vellum, and the skill exercised in the composition of tlic ink. 
Will oiir climate allow the MSS. to present the same healthy hue 
when another decade of centuries has passed away, notwithstand- 
ing the care now bestowed upon them ? 

The size of the page is about twelve inches by nine, and it is 
divided into two columns. There are, in the fragment preserved, 
sixty-seven folios, or one hundred and thirty-four pages. The 
title remains, although imperfect and much discoloured; and in 
a large straggling hand, strangely contrasted with the neatness of 
the MS. itself, there appears, in Syriac, the following; — 

‘ I’his book 16 of the holy monastery of Deipara of the wilder- 
ness of Scete. Let every one who reads pray for me, for the 
sake of * * * * ’ 

What followed may be in some measure guessed at from other 
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inscriptions to these MSS. ; one of which, from a curious palimp- 
sest described by Mr. Cure ton, in the preface to Athanasius, 
runs thus : — 

‘ This book belongs to Daniel, a secular Presbyter and visitor of the 
province of Amida, wlio gave diligence, and procured it for the benefit 
of himself and those who, possessed with the same object of love of 
divine instruction, may approach it, and desir<? to profit their lives by 
the truth which is in it. But the poor Simeon, presbyter, and a 
recluse, who is in the holy convent of niy Lord Simeon of Cartamin, 
transcribed it. May every one, therefore, who asks for it, that he 
may read in it, or write from it, for the sake of the love of G-od, pray 
for him who gave diligence and obtained it, and for the scribe, that 
they may find mercy at the day of judgment, like the thief who was 
on the right hand, through the prayers of all the saints, and more 
particularly of the holy, and glorious, and perpetual Virgin, the 
Mother of God, JNIary. Amen, and Amen, and Amen.’ 

The Introduction of the Letters is complete, and contains a 
kind of catalof/ue raisonne of their contents. Wc cannot allow 
this opportunity to pass without bearing our testimony to the 
masterly manner in which the Museum authorities have pre- 
served these literary treasures for future use. Tlie vellum is 
repaired, where necessary, so neatly, as to leave, in some cases, 
little indication of there having been a gap or a rent, and the 
binding is of a kind best adapted to perpetuate what has been 
secured for the nation with so much toil and expense. May 
these volumes, with their undisclosed literary wealth, excite to 
the study of the language, which is the only key to unlock the 
cabinet ! As Syriac learning is indispensable to the higher 
branches of biblical criticism, wc may hope that its cultivation 
will increase among the rising generation of students, and thus 
prevent these interesting stores from being unfruitful. 

In reference to the literary and theological value of these 
Letters of Athanasius, no judgment can be formed by general 
readers, since no translation has yet been published, and the 
number of persons competent to read the Syriac text is exceed- 
ingly limited. In a notice of these Syriac MSS., a few years 
ago, in the Quarterly Review^ (No. CLIIL, page 68,) the writer 
says, after expressing his joy at their being safely deposited in 
the British Museum, 

‘ We are, however, constrained at the same time to confess, that 
this our joy is much sobered down by the apprehension that these 
valuable works, although now safe from the danger of destruction, 
will still lie upon our shelves in almost as great neglect as they did in 
the oil-cellar of the monastery. There are but few oriental scholars 
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in England, and among those few the Syriac has found hardly any 
attention. . . . The Syriac, a language which, by every association, 
would seem to call for our sympathies more than any other, hardly 
excepting tlic Hebrew itself, has hitherto been in this country almost 
entirely neglected.* 

On this account it is to be regretted that one so thoroughly 
master of the subject as Mr. Cureton had not accompanied the 
text with an English version ; a task which he contemplated, 
indeed, but deferred for reasons he has thus stated : — 

‘ As the text of these Letters alone now forms not an inconsiderable 
volume, 1 have been unwilling to withhold tliern from the learned for 
the long and indefinite period, which, with my present octrupation and 
engagements, must edapse before 1 could venture to hope for sufficient 
leisure to complete the translation and to make the researches wliich 
would be necessary to enable me to add sucli notes as I intended to 
accompany the work. In some other country, perhaps, where this 
branch of* literature is more encouraged, and consequeiitJy better cul- 
tivated and understood, some scholar may be found who will be ready 
to undertake the task of presenting these Letters to the public in 
a European dress, before 1 can find the leisure to do so. He wdll 
have ray full concurrence and best wishes. It will be no m<;an honour 
to him to be the first, after the lapse of centuries, to offer to the 
theologians of Europe, the Letters in which St. Athanasius, llirough 
a series of succeeding years, exhibited to those under his spiritual 
superintendence a notification of the day on wliich they were to cele- 
brate the annuabcommemoralion of the Resurrection of our Lord. I 
shall be content to have extracted the ore from tlio mine, to be 
wrought and polished by another.* 

A translation of the Letters into English has recently been 
completed by the Rev, Henry Burgess, of Blackburn, under the 
editorial superintendence of the Rev. Henry G. Williams, Fellow 
of Emanuel College, Cambridge, which, we understand, will 
shortly be published by the proprietors of the Oxford ‘ Library 
of the Fathers.’ Having access to this work, we are enabled, 
before it meets the public eye, to present to our readers an 
account of its contents, and a few extracts illustrative of the style 
and spirit of these vestiges of the past. Ours will, we believe, 
be the first attempt made to bring before the world the character 
of a work which has, since its discovery, excited considerable 
attention among the learned. 

The Introduction is in the form of a chronological table, giving 
an account of the forty-five years during which Athanasius occu- 
pied the Patriarchate of Alexandria. It has the following general 
title : ' An Index of the month of each year, and of the days, and of 
the Indictions, and the Consulates and Governors of Alexandria, 
and of all the Epacts, and of all those which are called ^ of the 
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Gods and the cause why any (Letter) was not sent, and the 
answers from strangers. From the Festal Letters of the Papa 
Athanasius.’ The kind of information conveyed by these notices 
will be made sufficiently clear by one example, that of the tenth 
of the scries. 

‘ In this (year), the first day of the Paschal week is the thirtieth of 
Phamenotli, the seventh of the Kalends of ^^^ril, the nineteenth day 
of the moon, the eleventh year of the Indiction, the fifteenth Epact, 
the sixth day of the gods, IJrsus and Polemius being consuls, Theo- 
dorus of lI(jliopolis being prajfect of Egypt. In this year Constantine 
having died on the twenty-seventh of Pachon, being pardoned, he 
(Athanasius) returned triumphantly from Gaul on the twenty-seventh 
of tlic month Athyr. Among many things of tin’s year, the great 
Anthony came to Alexandria, and being there only two days, he 
wrouglit many wonders and heided many. He left on the third day 
of the month Messori.^* 

It will be seen from this specimen, that the index is by no 
means devoid of interest. Besides the chronological data which 
confirm our historical knowledge, how full of meaning are the 
slight references to the great ecclesiastical events of that day ! 
The great Athanasius, triumphant at the Council of Nice, is here 
seen in banishment in Gaul, through the fickleness of the Em- 
peror Constantine, who took the Arians into favour. At length, 
on the accession of Constans, he returns to his flock with great 
honour. What a humiliating comment is thus ffirnished on the 
folly of that ‘ trust in princes,’ against which thc^Ioly Scriptures 
warned the church, but which she exercised to her own weakening 
and dishonour ! The reference to St. Anthony further brings 
before us the growing renown of asceticism, even in those earfy 
days ; and his ‘ healing many,’ opens up the question of the con- 
tinuance of miraculous powers in the church. Others of these 
annals contain matters equally important and interesting, until, 
* last scene of all,’ we read, under the forty-fifth entry, ‘ When 
this was finished, he departed this life wonderfully. Here end 
the chapters, that is, the heads of the Festal Letters of Saint 
Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria,’ 

Tlie accession of Athanasius to the patriarchate on the death 
of Alexander, is generally placed in the year 324 ; but, from the 
evidence of these letters, it must have happened in 328. He 
died on the 2iid of May, a.d. 373 ; and as he wrote his first 
letter in the year 329, the whole scries should have been forty- 
five in number. But, from various causes mentioned in the 
introduction, the Paschal Letters were several times omitted; 

* Phamenotb, Pachon, and Messori, are Egyptian names of months, answer- 
ing respectively to March, May, and August. 
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ten such occasions being expressly stated. The recovered text 
now published, reaches no further than the twentieth letter, 
which is imperfect ; the tenth and eleventh are also mutilated, 
by the loss of a leaf of the manuscript. Since what would have 
been the eighth, ninth, twelfth, fifteenth, and sixteenth letters, 
were not sent by Athanasius, all that is recovered amounts to 
fifteen letters. These are of various lengths ; but all of them arc 
of similar character, since the object of each was uniform ; namely, 
to prepare the Christians of the East for the observance of Lent 
and the celebration of Easter. As a better idea can be formed 
of the work by a translation of a whole letter than by frag- 
ments, w e will give the fourth, w'hich is shorter than most of the 
others. 

‘ The Fourth Festal Letter of Papa Athanasius, in which the 
first day of the Paschal week is on the 17th day of the month Phar- 
muthi, the fourth of the nones of April; in the forty-eighth year of the 
Diocletian era; Ovinius Pacatianus and iVloecilius Ililarianus being 
consuls, when llyginus was praefect; the fifth year of the Indiction. 
He sent this from the Comitatas by the hand of a friend. 

‘ I send to you, my beloved, tardily, and beyond the accustomed 
time, but I trust you will forgive the delay because of tlui great dis- 
tance, and because 1 have been exercised with sickness. Having thu.«« 
been hindered by these two causes, and the >vinter being unusually 
severe, I have delayed writing to yon. But although the di.stance is 
great, and my illness has been serious, I do not forget to give you 
the usual festal #otice, but proclaim it to' the church, and thu.s dis- 
charge my duty. For although the letter hath pa.ssed the prescribed 
time of proclajuation, yet the season should be thought very favour- 
able, since the enemies having been put to .shame, and rebuked l»y the 
church in regard to the things in w'lnch they wrongly persecuted us, 
wre can now sing a festal song, uttering that triumphal chant against 
Pharaoh, — * tvill sing to the Lord %eho hath gloriov^hj triunyphed; 
the horse and his rider tie hath cast into the sea,^ For, again my 
brethren, -we advance prosperously from feasts to feasts; again; there 
are festal assemblies, and again priestly vigils stir up our mind, and 
compel us to excite our consciences to good meditations. For we do 
not celebrate these days as those who are unhappy, but as those who 
desire the nutriment of the soul, and persuade fleshly lust.s to be quiet. 
By these also we are able to overcome the enemies, as the blessed 
Judith, having previously humbled herself by fasting and prayer, 
conquered the adversaries, and slew Holofernes; and blessed Esther, 
when destruction was about to come on all her kindred, and the race 
of Israel was ready to be ruined, by no other means turned aside the 
wrath of the tyrant than by fasting and [>rayer to God; and she 
changed the destruction of her people to salvation. 

* In this manner, in old time, feasts were appointed when, for in- 
stance, an enemy was killed, or when a conspiracy agmnst the people 
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was brought to nought, and Israel was delivered. On this account 
blessed Moses of old time exhorted to the great feast of the Passover, 
which we now celebrate, because Pharaoh was killed, and the people 
freed from bondage. But th<m, in divers manners, when the tyrants 
of the people were slain, leasts and holy days of a temporal nature 
were celebrated in Judea; but now, wdien the devil is slain — the 
tyrant of the whole world, — we do not approach the feast because it 
is of this world, but as being eternal and herfvenly. We do not pro- 
claim this feast in emblems, but we come to it in truth. For, at 
that time, whosoever ate of the flesh of an irrational lamb, kept the 
feast, and, having sprinkled the door-posts with the blood, appeased 
the destroyer. But now, when we have eaten the Word of the 
Father, and sealed the lintel of our hearts with the blood of the New 
Covenant, we acknowledge the blessedness which is vouchsafed to us 
by our Saviour, who said, ‘ Behold 1 have granted to you to tread 
vpon serpents and scorpioiis^ and upon all the power of the enemy ^ 
For no longer does death reign, but instead of death there is now life, 
since the Lord saith, ‘7 am the life; so that everything is filled with joy 
and gladness, as it is written, ‘ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoiced 
‘ When we sat by the rivers of Babylon, we wept and were sor- 
rowful, because we experiencejd the bitterness of captivity; but now 
that death and the reign of the devil are destroyed, everything is full 
of gludne.ss; for no longer is God known in Judah only, but in all 
the earth; their words and the hmrwledge of him have filled all the earth. 
What follows, my beloved, is plain, that, as a consequence, we come 
to this least, not in filthy garment.^ but having our consciences 
clothed with those which are ])ure. For w'e ought at this feast to put 
on Christ, that we may be able to keep the feast with him. Now we 
are clothed with him wdien we love virtue, when we are enemies to 
wickedness, wh(?n we humble ourselves in sobriety, when we destroy 
licentiousness, condemning our former iniquities by i-ighteousness, 
when we hold mediocrity in honour and are courageous in our mind; 
not forgetting the poor, hut opening our door to all men; when we 
help the humble .spirit, but hate pride. For Israel of old, having pre- 
viously contended with these things figuratively, came to the feast. 
But at that time these things were prefigured as in the shadow ; but, 
my brethren, since the shadow Jiath received its fulfilment, and the 
types are accomplished, we no longer consider the feast typically; 
neither do we go up to the lower Jerusalem, to sacrifice the Passover, 
like the unseasonable observance of the Jews, lest, that dispensation 
having passed away, we should be thought to act unseasonably; but 
like the Apostles, vve also leave the types and sing that new song. 
For they also, when they perceived this, and were assembled, drew 
near and said to the Saviour, ‘ Where wilt thou that we make ready 
for thee the Passover ; for no longer were these things to be done at 
the lower Jerusalem, neither was it to be thought that the feast was to 
be kept only there, but wherever God willed. Now he willed that it 
should be in every place: ^for in every place incense sluill he offered to 
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mid a sacrifice.^ For in the historical relation it was enjoined 
that nowhere but in Jerusalem should the Passover be kept; but 
now, the things of that time being fulfilled, and the figures having 
passed away, and the preaching of the Gospel being about to be ex- 
tended to every place, the apostles would diffuse the feast everywhere, 
and asked the Lord, * Wfi£r€ wiU tliov, tJmt uoa make ready f 

‘ Our Saviour, also, since he w^as changing these things from the 
typical to the spiritual, promised them that they should no longer eat 
the flesh of a lamb, but his own, saying, ‘ Take ye^ eat and dHnk, this 
is my body mul my blood.* 35eing, therefore, fed with such things os 
these, my brethren, let us truly celebrate the feast of the Passover. 
Let us begin on the eleventh day of Pliarmuthi, and rest on the six- 
teenth of the same month, on the evening of the Subbath; and the 
holy day of Sunday having dawned upon i»s on the seventeenth of the 
same Pliarmuthi, let us celebrate the days of the holy Pentecost which 
come after, bringing in by these means, the promise of the life to 
come. But since, henceforth, we are at all times the people of Christ, 
let us praise Almighty God in Christ Jesus, and through him, with 
all the saints, let us say Amen unto the Lord! 

‘ Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the brethren who are 
with me greet you. We have sent this letter from the Comitatiis by 
Ofiicilius, to whom it was given by Ablavius, the J'rmtorian praefect, 
who truly fears God; for 1 am at present at the Comitatus, having 
been sent for by the King Constantine to see him. But the Meletians 
who arrived there, being envious, sought our ruin before the king. 
But they M*ere put to shame and driven away as calumniators, being 
confuted in many particulars. Those driven away were Callinicus, 
Ision, Eudaemon, and Gelous llieracammon, wdio being ashamed of 
his name calk himself Eulogius. Here eudeth the Fourth Festal 
Letter of Holy Athanasius.’ 

Taking this letter as a sample of the rest, it will be seen that 
they are unpretending production.s, seeking, by practical exhorta- 
tions of a scriptural character, to excite to love and good works, 
as a suitable preparation for the fasts and festivals of the season of 
Easter. It is not our purpose now to enter on any critical 
examination of the theology disclosed in these comiiositions, 
since our object has more to do with literature than divinity ; 
nor do they discover anything of a doctrinal character but what 
is already known to exist in the other writings of Athanasius 
and his contemporaries ; we will merely remark on the profuse 
employment of Holy Scripture, and the evidence thus furnished 
of the general and constant use of the Bible in the early church. 
In this particular, the letter given above is not a fair specimen ; 
for it contains fewer biblical texts than the others generally do, 
in the same compass. The seventh letter, for example, has 
above sixty quotations ; being, indeed, little more than a catena 
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of authorities from the Scriptures, in confirmation of the writer’s 
views. Those who are so ready to appeal to the Fathers in 
support of traditionary doctrines and observances, should not 
forget that the weapon which they employ is a two-edged sword, 
which may wound those who use it in self-defence. In this 
respect we think the reading of the Fathers is a profitaible 
exercise ; for, while we find in their writings many instances of 
anility strongly contrasted with the manliness of divine truth, 
that truth itself is always revered in its written documents, and 
habitually referred to as the rule of faith. 

All wlio are familiar with the writings of the early Greek 
Church arc aware, that the Septuagint translation is the text 
quoted by the Fathers ; tlicy also know that those theologians 
emj)loyed tlieir references in a loose and fanciful manner, with 
an utter disregard of any recognised principles of interpretation. 
Any text of the Old Testament which, in its verbal import, 
seemed analogous to the case in hand, was unceremoniously rent 
from its connexion and brought into the argument; the result 
of which procedure is, that such great men as Athanasius and 
Chrysostom can never be relied on as interpreters, when the 
instrument they employed is Scripture quotation. Those who 
have read a work on ‘ Divine Sovereignty’ by Elisha Coles, and 
remember how the whole Scriptures, historical, poetical, and 
didactic, arc brought forth by that worthy to support and defend 
liis distortions of Calvinism, can form some idea of the practice 
of Athanasius in some of these letters. There are two instances 
of such fanciful applications of Scripture which wo particularly 
remember, because they occasioned us some labour in translating 
the first letter, in which they both occur. They are so extremely 
curious, and so illustrative of the principle of some of the Fathers 
ill their commentaries, that we cannot withhold them from our 
readers. 

The first instance brings before us Athanasius reasoning with 
the Jews, and showing them that their expectation of a Messiah 
yet to come is futile, since even their own position and fortunes, 
as a nation, combined with other circumstances to prove that he 
had already appeared. 

‘ It was necessary,* he says, ‘ that there should be a fulfilment of 
the types. Nor need 3 'ou learn this from me, for the voice of the 
prophet hath before cried out, ‘ BehM upon the mountains the feei of 
him who bringeth good tklinys and puhlUheth peeuie* Now, what does 
he who publisheth make known, but those things of which he further 
says, ^ Keep thy feasts^ 0 Judah! pay thy vows unto the Lord. For 
they shiU not again go to that which is old: he hath fudJUled itf it is 
take7b away. Jle hath gome up toho brecxtlwd upon tlw fowe, and hath 
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delivet^ed thee from affliction.' Now, one may ask the Jews, ‘Who is 
this tliat went up, so that he should also do aw^ay with the pride of 
that which is typical?* He went up who breathed, neither was any- 
thing done away until he went up wdio breathed; but as soon as he 
went up, he fulfilled. Who, then, is this, O Jews? as I before asked. 
If Moses were intended, this would be a falsehood, for he never 
brought the people to the land in which alone they were commanded 
to celebrate the feast. If it were Samuel, or any other of the 
prophets, even that w’ould not be true, for in their time these things 
were still performed in Judea, and the city was standing: for it was 
necessary that while the city stood these rites should be attended to; 
and therefore, my beloved, it was no one of these men who went up. 
If, therefore, thou wilt listen to the word of truth, and be presciwed 
from Jewish fables, look to our Redeemer, who went up and breathed 
upon the face, and said to his disciples, ^Eecdce the Holy Ghost' For 
as soon as these things were done, all was fulfilled: the altar was 
thrown down, and the veil of the temple was rent; and, allhough the 
city was not then laid w’aste, yet the abomination was about to dwell 
in the midst of the temple, and destruction to take the city.* 

Now, on what is this argument built? For we arc sure our 
readers will be as much puzzled as we were to find the text of 
Scripture from which Athanasius reasons. The mysterious 
passage, * Foj' they shall not again go to that which is old^ he hath 
fulfilled it, it is taken away' &c., is the Septuagint rendering of 
Nahum, the last verse of chap. i. and the first of chap, ii., which, 
according to the Hebrew and our version, reads, ‘ For the wicked 
shall no more pass through thee, he is utterly cut off. He that 
dcLsheth in pieces hath come up before thy face : keep the munition' 
We put in two pleas against this interpretation of Athanasius ; 
first, that the rendering of the Hebrew text by the Alexandrian 
translators requires authority ; secondly, that, supposing it to be 
correct, we cannot allow that its application to the solemn action 
of our Lord is admissible. 

The second example is equally curious with the former. 
Athanasius is speaking of Christian virtues being the food of the 
soul; and, having quoted John iv, 24, ^ My meat is to do the will 
of my Father which is in heaven^ he proceeds : ‘ If, tlierefore, the 
' soul docs not incline to such things as these, but to that which 
^ is grovelling, it is then nourished only by that which is sinful. 

* For thus also the Holy dhost, when speaking of sinners arid 
^ their meat, saith, ‘ Thou hast given him for meat to the people of 

* Ethiopia' This, then, is the food of sinners ; and as our Lord 

* and Saviour Jesus Christ, being heavenly bread, is the nutri- 
^ ment of the saints, so the devil is the food of the wicked.’ 
Now, where is the utterance of the Spirit which gives occasion 
to this extraordinary parallel, this surprising doctrine? It is 
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foiincl in the Septuagint version of Psalm Ixxiv. 14, which the 
English Bible renders, ‘ Thou hrahest the heads of Leviathan in 
pieces, and gavest him to he meat to the people inhahiting the 
wilderness,^ Now, according to Athanasius, leviathan, or, as it is 
in the Septuagint, the dragon, is iiidubitablj the devil, and the 
people of the wilderness, or the Ethiopians, adumbrate all wicked 
men. As, therefore, the Ethiopians were obliged to make meat 
of the devil, the same act must be predicated of the wdeked in 
general ! May \vc not ask. Are such interpreters to be the guides 
of the churcli in all ages? They deserve our reverence and love 
for their many excellences, and they have them; but we cannot 
consent to be led by them as to the meaning of ‘ the true sayings 
of God.’ 

In any work of Athanasius, we expect to find traces of the 
great conflict with heterodoxy which occupied his life ; and it 
might be presumed that the Paschal Letters \vould present 
frequent occasions for the controversial element to manifest 
itself! This is indeed the fact, although not to the extent we 
expected ; but it must be confessed, that what does occur is not 
w^inting in virulence, and is strongly redolent of tlie odium theo- 
logkiim. We will give one illustration of tliis, from the tenth 
letter, in ^vhicli he thus alludes to the Arians: — 

* Because they do not see these things in this light, the Arians, 
being Christ’s adver.s<‘iries and lieretics, mock at the Saviour Avith their 
tongues, and blaspheme him wJio set them free. Altogether for the 
sake of novelty, they are heterodox against the Saviour ; and, because 
ol’ his condescension towards man, deny his natural divinity. Sur- 
veying him us born of a virgin, they doubt whether he is truly the 
Son of God, and when looking on him as being made man, in time, 
they deny his eternit}'; and seeing that he sulfered for us, they believe 
not that he is the incorruptible Son of the incorruptible Father. And 
finally, because he bore our burdens, they deny his proper eternity, 
acting as men who slight their benefactors, and instead of giving 
thanks, treat them with dishonour. To such as these we may properly 
say, O unthankful man, the adversary of Christ, and entirely wicked, 
who has slain his Lord, and is blind in the eye of his soul, and a Jew 
in his conscience! Hadst thou understood the Scriptures and listened 
to the saints who said , — ^ Cause thy face to shine and we shall he saved; 
and also, ‘/Sewrf out thy light and thy truth;'* thou wouldst then have 
khown that the Lord did not come dowm t)n his own behalf, hut for 
us; and on this account wouldst have admired the more his loving 
kindness. And hadst thou considered who is the Father, and who 
the Son, thou wouldst not blaspheme the Son because of the trans- 
formation which he underwent. And if thou didst understand his 
work of loving-kindness towards us, thou wouldst not have alienated 
the Father from the Son, nor have considered him as a stranger w^ho 



94 SYRIAC LITERATURE — FESTAL LETTERS OF ATHANASIUS. 


reconciled us to the Father. I know that these arc hard sayings, not 
only to Clirist’s foes, but also to scliisniatics, for they are united as 
those who entertain the same views, and teach men to rend the in- 
divisible coat of God. (sic.) They think it not strange that they 
should divide the inseparable Sou from the Fatlier. I know that 
when these things are said, they gnash u})on us with their teeth, to- 
gether with the devil who stirs them up, being perplexed by such 
glorious words of truth concerning the Saviour. JJut the T^ord, who 
always has mocked at the devil, also now saitli, — ‘JT am in the Father^ 
and the Father in me^ This is the Lord who is seen in the Father, 
and the Father in him; and who being truly the Son of the Father, 
was at length made man for us, that he might ofler himself on our 
behalf to the Father, and redeem us by his sacrifice.* 

This ascription of the worst motives to his theological oppo- 
nents was practised by Athanasius as well as h}^ others of the 
Fathers, and is an indication of the intolerant spirit which arrived 
at maturity when the papacy was thoroughly developed and esta- 
blished. tVhen so little allowance was made for human infirmity, 
and the consequent varying conceptions of deep and mysterious 
subjects, that the heterodox were spoken of as influenced by the 
devil, and animated by the principles >YhicIi led the Jews to 
crucify the Son of God, we cannot wonder that the secular 
power should be employed to coerce and punish the offenders. 
The reflex action which took place when the Arians were in 
power, should have taught the champions of the truth, that other 
weapons than abuse and contumely befitted Christ’s followers, 
seeing that all parties could wield them eflectually when their 
turn came. Some notes w'liich w'c find in the Index arc very 
significant on this point. For instance, under the twelfth year 
we read, ‘ Gregorius continued in power, and committed many 
acts of violence,’ Under the Iw'enty-scvenih, ‘ In this year 
Diogenes, the secretary of the emperor, came, w ishing to seize 
the bishop, but he returned w^ithout accomplishing his purpose.* 
Under the thirty-second, the w'orst results of religious conten- 
tion arc alluded to, ‘ The governor and Artemius, having entered 
‘ a house, and a little cell, to search for the Bishop Athanasius, 
^ grievously tormented Eudemonis, a perpetual virgin.’ Whatever 
dangers may arise from the perfect freedom of opinion on reli- 
gious subjects (and they are many) in our age and country, we 
cannot be too thankful that brute force is at length perceived to 
be no proper test of the truth. 

Besides the Letters which are published entire, Mr. Cureton 
has added three fragments, of the twenty -seventh, twenty-ninth, 
and forty-fourth, quoted by Severus in a book against Gramma- 
ticus, preserved in Syriac in the British Museum. From an 
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anonymous Commentary on the Scriptures, in the same lan- 
pjuagc, he has also been able to print part of the thirty-ninth 
Letter, being the celebrated passage on the Canon of Scripture, 
prcsei'ved in Greek by Theodorus Balsamon, in his Scholia in 
Canoncs. We will give a translation of this as being evidence 
from a very ancient source on a most important and interesting 
subject. 

* Concerning how many there arc, and what are tlie books which 
the church receives : by St. Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria; from 
the tliirty-ninth letter respecting the Feast of Easter, in which he 
canonically defines whicli are the divine Scriptures which the church 
receives. 

‘ Since certain persons have ventured to constitute for themselves 
some books wliich are called concealed^ designated ajjocri/phal by the 
Greeks, and to mix them with the writings dictated by the Spirit, of 
which we are well assured by our forefathers that they were delivered 
down as th<‘y were received by the eye-witnesses and ministers of 
the AVord : It hath seemed proper to me, exhorted thereto by the 
brethren, and I having consented, that I should define in a canon, 
according as 1 have been taught, what are the divine writings received 
and believed by the holy cliurch; that all who have erred may be 
rebuked for their errors, and that whosoever have persevered in pure 
doctrine may he made glad by being reminded of them. There are 
then of the Old Testament writings, twenty-two in number; as I 
have heard there are in the Scriptures of the Hebrews, of which, in 
order and name, each one is as follows: — First Genesis, next Exodus, 
then tin; book of Leviticus, afterwards Numbers, then Deuteronomy. 
After these tliere is Joshua, the son of Nun; after t hatpin dges; after 
that Kiith. Then follows the book of the Kings, making four 
Scriptures; the first and seeond being considered one book, and the 
third and fourth also one. Again, there is the book of the Chronicles, 
the first and second being considered one book. Again, Ezra the 
first and second are likewise one book. After this is the book of 
Psalms, one; then the Proverbs of Solomon, one book; and again, 
Ecclesiastes, one. After tliese there is Job, one; and after these the 
Twelve Prophets, wliich are reckoned as one book. Then there is 
Isaiah, one book. Then Jeremiah, with Baruch, and the Lamenta- 
tions, and the Letters, one book. Then Ezekiel, one; and Daniel, 
one. So fur as this is established of the Old Testament. 

‘And further, the documents of the New Testament cannot be gain- 
sayed; they are, — The Iwangelists, namely — Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. After them the Acts of the Apostles, and seven Epistles, 
whicli are these: Of James, one; of Peter, two; of John, three; 
afterwards one of J ude. Then there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, 
which were written in the following order; The first, to the Romans; 
then two to the Corinthians; after these, one to the Galatians; one 
to the Ephesians; one to the Philippians; one to the Colossians; 
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then two to the Thessalonians; then one to the Hebrews; afterwards 
two to Timothy; one to Titus; and, finally, that to Philemon. Then 
the Revelation of John. 

‘ These are the fountains of salvation, which satisfy those who 
are athirst, with the words of life which are in them; in which alone 
is preached the doctrine of godliness. Ixjt not a man add to these, 
neither let him take from them. For our Lord when he preached 
to the Sadducees, said — ^Ye do crvy not Icnowing the Scriptures' He 
also reproved the Jews, saying, — ^Search the Scriptures, for they 
testify of me' But for greater precision I add this; since I write 
Strictly, — that there are also other waitings besides these, which have 
not canonical authoritj', but are permitted by the Fathers to be read 
by those who see fit to employ them for instruction and the teaching 
of godliness. They are these: — The wisdom of Solomon, and the 
wisdom of the Son of Sirach, and Esther, and Judith, and Tobit, and 
that which is called the Instruction of the Aj)OStles, and the Shepherd. 
Truly then, my beloved, those are canonically defined, and these arc 
to be read, and nowhere is there any memorial of concealed Avritings, 
called by the Greeks apocryphal. But such are the invention of 
heretics, written by them who sought in them what they desired to 
prove, attributing to them excellence, and adding to them a pro- 
tracted age; so that, by using these as old writings, they may find oc- 
casion to make the simple to eiT.’ 

Since nothing very novel, or specially important, is disclosed 
by the work we have thus briefly describc^d, it may be asked 
whether the labour and expense of aetjuiring the collection of 
which it forms a part, have been judiciously incurred. In this 
utilitarian age the cui hono aspect of every subject is often first 
looked at, and sometimes exclusively considered; and, certainly, 
some real advantage should be expected to accrue from the efforts 
of learned men, backed by pecuniary advances from governmenl. 
But while wc fully admit as much as this, we trust none of our 
readers will doubt for a moment the propriety of what has been 
done to secure to our country the antiejuc literary treasures, which, 
if public aid had not been granted, would have passed into the 
museums of other nations. The question thus glanced at, is a 
very extensive one, being no other than this: whether it is 
worthy of individuals or communities, to collect anticpiitics, 
whether fossils, and other records of creation, or coins and other 
productions of art, especially the scarce and fading documents 
written by hands which for centuries have been quiet in the 
grave, the productions of mind.s which once influenced their 
generations, though they have long ceased to exist on this earth? 
There is a tendency in man to yearn over tlie past, so strong and 
universal as to make it a first principle of human nature ; and 
this alone would justify us in collecting the remains of departed 
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ages. But there is also a refining and elevating tendency in 
linking our affections and interests with those of extinct races of 
our fellow-men, which amply compensates for the labour and ex- 
pense of antiquarian pursuits. On general principles, therefore, 
we are glad whenever an accession is made to the common stock 
of the relics of the past, especially when they indicate former 
mental activities, and associate us with the once busy intellects 
and warm emotions of departed men. 

Leaving out of view any predilections which some may 
entertain for patristic learning, we confess that there is much 
in the work before us, and its venerable coevals now enshrined 
in the cases of a national Museum, which deeply interests 
us, and makes us feel grateful to the various agencies by 
which they have become our own. As additions to lite- 
rature, these Syriac manuscripts cannot be too highly prized, 
both for their intrinsic contents and also for their bearing on the 
Syriac language and literature, which is an important depart- 
ment of human knowledge. Our space will not allow us to 
mention in detail the various works which the Egyptian collec- 
tion comprises, either original productions of various church 
writers, or translations, many of the latter being, like the ‘ Festal 
Letters,’ versions of treatises which no longer exist in the lan- 
guages in which they were written. Already the important 
controversy which turned on passages in the Epistles of Ignatius, 
has been brought nearer to a settlement by the Syriac transla- 
tion of them published by Mr. Cureton. Many of the early 
councils have their canons preserved in these Syriaomonuments, 
and it is the opinion of competent scholars that light will be 
thrown on church history by their means. At all events, the 
suspicion that Rome has tampered with the records of councils 
can be set at rest by a collation of these versions, made before 
that church found it expedient to corrupt the sources of intel- 
ligence. Whatever illustrates ecclesiastical history has a value, 
and these venerable documents are full of information on matters 
relating to the early church. Let the student but enter the field, 
and important harvests w ill soon be reaped. 

As regards the Syriac language and literature, there can be 
no doubt they will receive increased attention now that so much 
is added to the means of elucidating them. The paucity of docu- 
ments once stood in the way of the study of this interesting 
language, and at present the available apparatus for learners and 
scholars is very insufficient. But the bearing of the subject on 
biblical science, w'ill, as we before intimated, bring more minds to 
it, and induce a more thorough investigation of the existing 
resources. The Syriac versions of the lloly Scriptures are the 
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most important which the providence of God has preserved to the 
church, the Septuagint translation alone excepted. Yet they 
have received comparatively little attention, and are rich in 
stores of materials relating to Biblical science. Many important 
MSS- of these versions arc in this collection, from which a cor- 
rect text can be formed, and the good work, we are happy to say, 
is going on. But enough has been said to show that our country 
is enriched by these spoils Irom the East, and we hope that under 
due encouragement Syriac literature will employ many minds in 
time to come, that all its fruits may be gathered in. If the 
Hebrew language is consecrated in our associations by its being 
the vernacular tongue of Moses and the prophets, Syriac should 
he still more endeared to us because it was spoken by our I-.ord 
and bis apostles. We arc aware that this has been questioned, and 
that the paradox has been maintained with much learning that 
Greek was used by the Messiah and the fishermen of Galilee. 
But, after all, the hypothesis is as destitute of proof as it appears 
to ordinary minds to be unnatural. Surely then the Syriac 
should be studied, if only to enable us to come near to the 
ipsisfiima verba uttered l)y the founders of our holy religion. We 
quite coincide with the wish exjircsscd by the pious Widman- 
stad, ‘ I ardently wish that our young men, while yet of tender 
‘ age, would acquire a taste for this sacred language, that the 
^majesty of our religion might be revived in its own Christ-like 
^ and native words.’ 

Before we conclude we must be allowed to refer to the utter 
desolation and ruin in which the ancient churches of the East 
arc at this time involved, the subject being forced u])on our 
notice by the "past history of these ancient manuscripts. Although 
we cannot refer, with entire satisfaction, to the palmy days of 
which we catch glimpses in the records of these venerable 
relics, when literature was jirizcd and occupied the intellect of 
master minds, yet, compared with existing circumstances, tiiey 
had a brightness, the distant refloction of which it is pleasant to 
look upon. In connexion with many errors and superstitions, 
there was then life, but now there is the silence and corruption 
of death. When Ignatius, and Eusebius, and Chrysostom, and 
Athanasius, were translated with care, and inscribed on the finest 
vellum in beautiful Syriac letters for the benefit of the church, 
whatever heterodoxy there may have been according to our 
Brol^ stant point of view, there was certainly an energy of 
character which excites our respect and admiration. But now 
the Eastern churches are as destitute of heart and soul, as the 
cities which once cherished them are of political importance 
among the nations of the earth. That the monks should be 



DECAYED CHURCHES IN THE EAST. 


99 


Utterly unable to read a word of the treatises mouldering away 
in these libraries, is melancholy enough, but we might forget 
their want of erudition and literary enthusiasm, if, in the use of 
the living languages which have displaced the old ones, they 
exhibited anything like vital Christianity. But, alas! the spirit 
has long fled, and there remains only a dim shadow of departed 
greatness. In the remains of the Syrioe; Coptic, and Ethiopic 
churches, the same moral and mental prostration presents itself. 
The rmwe of Christ is known, indeed, but nothing more. Vox 
et prcRterea nihil. 

If we inquire into the cause of this, we cannot forget the 
political revolutions which, in the East, have ever retarded 
civilization, and depressed the free exercise of both body and 
mind. Fire and sword have done their work effectually on the 
external relations of public and social life, and despotism as 
surely has proved the iron entering into the soul of its victims. 
That Christianity has often suffered pain and persecution by the 
unsettled state of the countries in which it has taken up its 
abode, cannot be denied ; but then, it has often derived a more 
decided spiritual development from these worldly troubles ; nor 
is it in accordance with the dictates of revelation to suppose that 
a lively and active Christianity is dependent on temporal pro- 
sperity. We can sec no reason, a priori^ why the Syriac and 
Coptic churches should not have maintained the functions of 
life amidst the social changes brought about by conquerors and 
tyrants, or why they should not rather have risen above, and con- 
trolled the biilows of barbarism, instead of being hverwhclmcd 
by them. We arc compelled to look deeper th^n this more 
obvious and apparent cause for the reason of the total change 
which so early came over those communities. We think it may 
be found in the fact of their own deviation from the truth, and 
the substitution, on their part, of mere formalism for spiritual 
Christianity. This is not the place to enter fully into the 
grounds of this opinion ; we merely hint at it, convinced that 
most of our readers will be able to recall numerous circumstances 
corroborative of its truth. 

The fact that all these cliurches now carry on their devotional 
exercises in dead languages, not a syllable of which is understood 
by the laity, and, it is to be feared, not much by the clergy, 
plainly indicates that mere outward forms were early substituted 
for the inward spirit. We do not doubt, that a reliance on some 
magical power in the opus operatum of the sacraments, prepared 
the way for what at first was more difficult, because more mani- 
festly absurd, a reliance on mere ivords, apart from the meaning 
of the Scriptures and the Liturgies. The historical fact teaches 
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US this lesson, as Protestants, that it is unsafe to attach an undue 
veneration to anything outward, to the neglect of the inward and 
spiritual grace. Formularies of religion, translations of Holy 
Scripture, and rites and ceremonies, may be so treated, that 
instead of being subjected to revision and improvement, the least 
alteration shall be looked on as profanity and sacrilege, until 
at length their human, and therefore impenect character, is for- 
gotten, and they are treated as divmc. It is not likely that the 
foreign language of a conqueror will ever be forced on the in- 
habitants of these isles, so as to make our present tongue strange 
to our posterit}^ But, without that inconvenience being ex- 
perienced, it is possible for documents which are reverenced in 
their mere wording, to become almost unintelligible, from their 
not being changed to meet the wants of advancing ages. We 
know, for example, that, in the case of the Liturgy of the Church 
of England, the alteration of a letter is rigidly discouraged. And 
we also know that, at this day, erroneous renderings in our 
authorised translation of the Scriptures arc read every Sunday 
by all religious denominations, as though they are the true 
sayings of God. Divines of every name admit the errors, yet 
no alteration is made ; partly because an idea of reverence for 
that which is old re])cls the liand of reformation, partly because 
the jealousies of sects and parties will not allow' of’ a calm re- 
vision. Let this feeling be pcq)etuated for a thousand years, 
and what influence will it then have exerted on our churches ! 
The use of the Scriptures in a dead language did not originate in a 
desire to kc€p the people in the dark, although that wish has led, 
in some cases, to a continuance of the practice ; it had its source 
in the impercej)tible yet certain consecpience of making religion 
to consist in w'ords uttered, not in thoughts entertained ; in out- 
ward observances, not in inward grace. 

If wre inquire wdiat can be done on behalf of these fallen 
churches of Christ, wx are compelled to confess, that it is far 
easier to point out the causes of their ruin, than to achieve their 
restoration. It is this which makes the case so painful, just as 
it is to see the human frame enfeebled by disease, and at the 
same time to be assured that a remedy is beyond our art. Wc 
follow* the dead objects of our esteem and affection to the tomb 
with deep regret ; but, at the same time, there is a melancholy 
satisfaction in know'ing that they are gone from all earthly 
son-ow. So, if these churches Avere quite extinct, we might 
dw'eil wdth pleasure on their days of youth and glory, iinmingled 
with the sad reflections which now' crow'd thickly upon us. But 
there they are, Christian in name, with much that is Christian 
in their ordinances, and yet devoid of health and beauty, or any- 
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thing to promise a restoration to spiritual strength. Like Tadmor 
in the desert, they retain enough of their former proportions to 
show what they once have been; but that architect must be 
more than human who can lift up the fallen column, and replace 
with new material that which has long decayed ! 

We fear the c^e is hopeless, and that an entirely new mission 
to the East, on the part of Protestants, lias more of hope in it 
than any attempt to infuse life into these mere carcases of what 
were once temples of the Holy Ghost. Yet we would not dis- 
courage any benevolent efforts which Christian affection may 
suggest and carry into execution. So far we are pleased that 
the Scriptures have been printed in the old language of these 
churches, and circulated among them ; and that their liturgies 
have also been presented to them in the fair form which 
European art has given to them. We cannot indeed expect 
much good of a direct kind from such labours ; for of what use 
are hooks which men are not able to read? But who can tell 
what kind words and actions may do ? The God of all grace 
may see fit to inspire some of the bishops and ministers of these 
churches with the spirit of Paul, and John, and Chrysostom, and 
Augustine, and send them forth to bless their countrymen. In 
ways of which we cannot conceive, and yet more efficient than 
all our most pious jilans, God may yet glorify his Son in these 
successors of a learned and godly race. Perhaps these treasures, 
taken from the monks of the desert, may indirectly tend to such 
a consummation, by leading us to pray more fervently, that, as 
we have received so much light from the East, wd may return 
the beams with interest. 
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Art. IV. — CoUedvon des Menimr(*.s relntifs h Vllidoire de France. 

Par M. Petitot. Pai’is. Foucault. 1822. 

(2.) Collection des Mcnioires rehuifs a rifistoirc dc France depuis 
Vavcmmmt de Henri !¥• Paris. 1820. 

(3.) Les llistoriettes dc Trdkniard des Iitaux. Brussels. 1834. 

(4.) Chronique et J/isfoire faicte et coniposte par fen Messlre Fkillppc 
de Conmies. Chcimller Scltjueur dAnjenton, d Farts, chez Gnillaume 
Tliihout demonrat rue Alexandre I' Arnjloifs, oh pend pour enseitpie 
le Paon. 1550. 

(5.) Frowaart, avec nne conthvuatmi. A Paris. Antoine Perard. 
1530. 

(6.) Chronique. dc McmatrcleL A Pari.^. Denis Sauvage. 1572. 

(7.) (Eiivres du Sehjntmr de Frantomc. A Paris, chez Francois 
Bastion, mdcclxxxviii. 

(8.) Guizot Collection des Memoires relatifs h VHistoire dc France. 
Paris. 1825. 

(9.) V Esprit dc la Fronde, on Hiatoirc Politique et MiUialre des 
Trouhles dc France, pendant la mimriU d.e Louis XI V. A Paris. 
MDCCLXXII. 

Historical memoirs have, during the last century, become very 
common in modern France. Among a vain, a volatile, a good- 
humoured, and a gamiious people, — among a peo})le on the best 
possible terms with themselves, and not upon indifferent terms 
with others, — small and undistingiiivshcd personages have too 
often put pen to paper, and have repeatedly recorded their busy 
trivialities, and paraded their inane and baseless pretensions. 
Men of learning and renown, — politicians and military men, — 
poets, artists, actors, dancers, singers, valcts-de-chambres, and 
cooks, — learned physicians and quack doctors, — chevaliers 
d’industrie and speculators in the funds, — jobbers and gentlemen 
about town, — diners-out of the first magnitude, and solitary men 
living and communing with the past — have all within a hundred 
years added their quota as memoir writers to the amount of PVench 
printed books, if not their mite to the sum of human know'ledge. 
We do not say that in all this wdldcrncss of publications with 
which modem French libraries abound, there is not a very great 
deal that is readable, much that is instructive, a good deal that 
is useful to the annalist and the historian, — as fact, as opinion, 
as a picture of manners, morals, and of domestic, social, and 
economic life ; but to every pound of substantial unmildewed 
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wheat, it may be safely said, there is a bushel of chaff of little or 
of no worth. The multiplicity of memoirs of obscure and in- 
significant people has, indeed, become among our neighbours 
a serious evil ; and it would be supremely ridiculous, if it were 
not sanctioned by opinion, by custom, and by that which, in 
France, is more omnipotent than anything in the world, the j>re- 
vailing and sovereign mode. It is against the abuse, not the use, 
of the privilege of printing and publishing modern memoirs 
that we are desirous of entering a protest. For wx, in a great 
degree, agree with that charming and simple author, Marmoutel, 
that if every one wrote down what had happened to him, 
strangely or curiously, or what he had seen noteworthy or re- 
markable during his or her career, there are few who might not 
leave something worth preserving behind them, something that, 
in a word, would justify the trivial ” or the fond record ” 
of the autobiographer. A great many, howxwcr, of the French 
memoir- writers of the last seventy or eighty years do not con- 
fine tbernselves within the limits we have mentioned. Personal 
egotism and vanity are often offensively obtruded, either in 
anccdotical or historical memoirs, or even worse feelings than 
egregious vanity. 

Tlic earlier chroniclers and memoir writers of France arc not, 
however, obnoxious to these censures. The greater part of them 
wxre men eminent, or occupying higli stations; were accomp- 
lished amateurs and actors in the w orld's drama ; were men, if 
not loved, confided in and trusted by the kings and princes and 
magnates of the earth. They were actors in, and lived, moved, 
and h.ad their being in, the events they relate. Some of them 
had no inconsiderable influence in the fortunes of their country, 
and all of them played prominent parts in the great drama of 
military, political, and diplomatic, or administrative life. We 
need not mention the names of Phili})pc de Comines, of Frois- 
sart, of Sully, of Brantome, of Duplessis de Mornay, of Montluc, 
of De Retz, De Joinville, De Thou, 31arshal Villars, and others, 
to prove the position for which we arc contending. We do not 
say that these writers are always impartial, or to be implicitly or 
blindly followed ; but the major part of them write in good faith, 
and, at all events, afford us grounds of judgment as to the basis 
on which they formed their opinions. When a man has a known 
public character and station in any community — when you are 
aware who were his friends, his companions, and his commensals, 
you can be on your guard against his prejudices ; you know the 
motives of self-love, of adulation, and of personal interest which 
blind or bias him ; you can apportion the amount of his testi- 
mony that ought to be fairly received, and the portion which 
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ought to be rejected from favour or affection. The ancient and 
medieval memoirs have also a claim on attention which modern 
memoirs do not always present. They are the genuine produc* 
tions of those whose names they bear ; they are not fabricated 
like some memoirs published at the close of the last century, — 
like, for instance, the Memoirs of Masillon, of Choiseul, a’Ai- 
guillon, Maurepas, Turenne, &c. 

Froissart is certainly more of a chronicler than a memoir 
writer, but as his Chronicles partake in a considerable degree of 
the character of memoirs, and reflect more completely and pic- 
turesquely the taste, the manners, the serious, the romantic and 
poetical side of life, it were unpardonable not to dwell for a 
moment on the name and works of this graphic writer. 

Froissart, according to some accounts, was born at Valenciennes 
in 1333, whereas other biographies make the date of his birth 
1337. He was the son of a herald painter, though in some of 
the earlier MS. copies of his works he is called Chevalier. From 
his early infancy Froissart was destined for the church, and 
received a learned education. But his earl 3 >^ habits and impressions 
were little in conformity with his calling. At twelve years of 
age his tastes were for leasts, dances, and merry makings, and 
while yet in his teens his ambition was to oblige and acquire the 
favour of ‘ les jeunes pucelettes’ 

' Que d’arnour il pourmit aimer.’ 

In the loose and flexible times in which Froissart lived it 
was no disgrace to one intended for the priesthood not to be of 
the austerest virtue, or to enter into the amusements and follies 
of the world with zestful pleasure. Froissart exhibited a preco- 
cious passion for recitals, chronicles, and histories, for the stories 
of wars, of negotiations, and of travels. The difterent games suit- 
able to that age of which he gives us a picture equally curious 
and amusing, kept up in his mind a fund of natural dissipation, 
which, during his early studies, tried the patience and exercised 
the severity of his masters. He loved hunting, music, assemblies, 
feasts, dancing, dress, good living, wine. The void which passion 
and pleasure left was filled up by the writing of history and 
memoirs, which became to him an inexhaustible source of amuse- 
ment. He was scarcely twenty years old when, at the entreaty 
of his dear lord and master, be undertook to write the history of 
the wars of his own time, more particularly of those which ensued 
after the battle of Poitiers. Four years after this period Frois- 
sart was in England, whither he had come to present a part of his 
history to Queen Philippa of Hainault, the wife of Euward IH. 
The object of his visit w^as to tear himself from the pains of an 
attachment which had tormented him for a long time. He had 
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already travelled into the most distant provinces of France. 
During five years that Froissart was attached to the service of 
Philippa he journeyed at her expense to various parts of Europe, 
with a view to search for whatever might enrich his history. 
He afterwards attached himself to Winceslaus de Luxembourg, 
Duke of Brabant, in quality of secretary. Subsequently he 
was clerk of the chapel to Guy, Count de Blois. He had been 
present at all the feasts given on the marriage of the Duke of 
Berry, celebrated at Riorn in Auvergne. Returning to France 
with the Lord de la Reviere he went to Paris. His natural 
activity, and his ardour for information, did not permit him to 
remain there long. Within six months he proceeded from the 
Blasois to Avignon, then to the County of Foix, from whence 
he returned again to Avignon, and across Auvergne to go to 
Paris. In less than two years we find him in the Cambresis, in 
Hainault, in Holland, in Picardy, iigain in Paris, then at the 
extremity of Languedoc, then and again at Paris, at Valen- 
ciennes, then at Bruges, at Sluys in Zealand, and at last in his 
own country. Thus it will appear that Froissart was a species 
of medieval Herodotus, who gathered his facts in wandering up 
and down through town and country, gleaning from the conver- 
sation, and remarking the habits, manners, and customs of the 
natives. Most of the journeys of Froissart were made on horse- 
back; some of them with knights who had played conspicuous 
parts. Their whole wayfaring w^as passed in conversation, by 
which they mutually instructed each other. Thus towns, castles, 
ruins, heights, plains, valleys, defiles, recalled to the memory of 
his narrators the actions which had passed under their own eyes, 
or which had been related to them by those engaged in them. 
Froissart wished to be a spectator of everything novel. Feasts, 
tournaments, conferences for peace, interviews of princes, their 
entries, nothing escaped his cariosity. He wrote down regularly 
all the new^s of the day which he heard in his conversations with 
the different English lords, and Richard de Surry, who was of 
the king's cabinet council, entrusted him in confidence with every 
resolution they had determined upon, begging him only to keep 
them secret until they should be publicly divulged. 

The historical memoirs which Froissart has left extend from 
1326 until 1400. They are not confined to the events which 
were passing in France, but comprehend with almost as much 
detail every considerable affair which happened in England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and Flanders, sometimes even of Russia, 
Hungary, Turkey, Africa, in short of almost the whole world. 

Upwards of forty years of his life were occupied in these 
avocations and pursuits. Working at different times and in dif- 
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ferent countries, there are of course occasional differences 
and inequalities of style, but the main characteristics of the 
Chronicles everywhere predominate. 

It would have been difficult for a man who was attached at 
different times to courts whose interests were in opposition, and 
who lived with a great number of princes and lords of different 

C ‘es, not to have been influenced by affection for some and 
id for others; but though not devoid of prejudice, Froissart 
is generally candid, and he almost invariably affords us materials 
enough to satisfy us as to the degree of authority to which he is 
entitled. The great defect of Froissart is a want of order and 
arrangement. He had taken great pains to insinuate himself 
into the confidence of great lords and considerable people, who 
sometimes discovered to him the secret resolutions which had 
been entered into in the most important affairs ; he also gained 
information from captains and heralds, who in those times were 
the most usual agents in negotiations and affairs of importance. 
With such men he entered into conversation, and insensibly led 
them on to speak of those parts of history of which they ought 
to be best informed, and he never quitted them till he made them 
tell all they knew. But in setting all these things together his 
method is not orderly, and his chronology is defective. Yet his 
page is pictured, dramatic, and full, so to speak, of tableaux. His 
mode and manner of life, and the life of the time, are to be found 
retraced in the Chronicles. Tlicre are tumultuous meetings of 
warriors of all ages, degrees, and countries, — there are feasts and 
entertainment^ at inns, — there arc conversations after supper, 
when every one was eager to relate what he had seen or done; 
and it sometimes liappcns that in the same chapter one finds 
several histories relating to different provinces and kingdoms, 
begun, interrupted, recommenced and broken off, and occasion- 
ally jumbled together. This arises from the precipitation with 
which Froissart wrote — from his desultory and wandering habits, 
from his ignorance of some of the countries of which he 
speaks. He gives us a picture of a daring and agitating age, 
distinguished by skirmishes and battles, by challenges and deadly 
combats, by tilts, tournaments and entries of princes, by assem- 
blies, feasts, balls, and j)erpetual journey ings and wayfarings 
hither and thither. This it is that renders the (Jhronicles of 
Froissart one of the most precious monuments of history. We 
find in his pages not merely details of particular events, related 
without art, but usages, traits, and features of the time, develop- 
ing the character of men and manners and epochs, of all of which 
we have a living picture. The Chronicle is a body of antiquities 
of the fourteenth centur}*. Grave, diguifled, and occasionally 
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majestic passages are relieved by simple and affecting episodes, 
by gay and garrulous recitals, in which Froissart borrows the 
style and follows the diffuse and negligent manner of the writers 
of romance. In the credulity and superstitions of the age in 
which he lived he had an unbounded and blind faith. He 
believes in false miracles, prophecies, and enchantiiieiils, in all 
the monstrous marvels which monkery , invented to delude, to 
deceive, and to enchain the minds of men. His minuteness is 
equal to his credulity. He tells us the sign of the house at which 
his heroes and actors lodged, the name of the inn at which he 
had himself taken up his quarters, how the tavern-keepers of 
Lestincs had 500 francs of his money, and how he w'as robbed at 
Avignon. He tells us how he travelled through wild and savage 
Scotland ; how he followed the Black Prince to Aquitaine and 
Bordeaux ; how he desired to go with him also into Spain against 
Henri de Tramstamare ; how he passed into Italy with the Duke 
of Clarence when he went to marry the daughter of Visconti; 
how he witnessed and even directed the feasts which Amadeus 
the Sixth of Savoy, known under the'^name of the Count de 
Vert, gave to the Duke of Clarence. Here is a specimen of his 
style, as well as his inode of life and manner of labour. 

‘ Partout oil je venais je faisais enquete aux anciens chevaliers et 
ecuyers qui avaieiit iMe dans les faits d’armes et qui proprement eu 
savaient parler, et aussi aux anciens herauts d’armes, pour verifier et 
justifier Ics niati^res. Ainsi ai-je rassemblc la noble et haute histoire, 
et tant que je vivrui, par la grace de Dieu, je la continuerai ; car plus 
j’y suis et plus j’y labcure plus me plait. Car ainsi, puinme le gcntil 
chevalier ou ecuyer qui aime les armes, en persevih’ant et continuant 
sc nourrit et sb perfection ne, ainsi en lahourant et ouvrant je mliabilite 
el me dclecte.’ 

These details, and the sentences we have copied, throw a 
light on the character of Froissart and his Avorks. There is no 
writer who yiossesses in a higher degree the charm of candour 
and outspokenness, lie is the very mirror and reflector of the 
time in which he lived. His pages resemble the romances of 
chivalry. There is a passionate admiration for valour, for loyalty, 
for noble deeds of arms ; a homage for beauty and the fair sex ; 
an admiration for a w^arlike and wandering life, in which the 
reign of force, and violence, and rapine too often predominate. 
Yet, amidst deserted towns and ruined provinces, — amidst men 
occasionally cruel, disorderly, rough, and barbarous, variable in 
their humours and affections, Froissart shows us that many of 
these rugged natures had grand and sterling qualities,-^ were 
full of frankness and force, — were tnen of good and noble im- 
pulses, — ^faithful to their plighted troth, and religiously observant 
of their words. The idea we form of such characters is, that. 
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though bold and brutab they were not base or mean ; though 
occasionally cruel and sanguinary, they were not corrupt or 
mercenary. Though Froissart is often incorrect and incomplete ; 
though dates and proper names are often erroneously given in 
his pages ; though the sequency of events does not follow with 
the same regularity as in modern histories and memoirs, yet is 
he invaluable for his frank simplicity, and faithful as a painter of 
manners. Montaigne, who was capable of appreciating him, 
and who resembles him in some things, says, ‘ 1 love historians 

* very unalfccted or excellent : the unaffected, who have not 
‘ wherewithal to add of their own, and who arc only careful to 
‘ collect and pick up everything without choice and without 
^ sorting, giving us the opportunity of wholly judging of their 
‘ truth. Such, for example, is the good Froissart, who has gone 
‘ on with his work wnth such frank simplicity, that, having eom- 
‘ mitted a fault, he is no way iishamcd of avowing it, and correct- 
‘ ing it at the place he is informed of it ; and who tells us the 
‘ diversity of rumours that were current, and the different ac- 

* counts that were told to him. It is history naked and un- 
‘ adorned ; every one may profit from it according to the depth 
‘ of his understanding.’ 

Froissart enjoyed a good income ; and he tells us he was a man 
of extravagant habits, well clothed, well mounted, faring sumptu- 
ously on his journeys, and leading a joyous and jolly life. 
Besides the income which he enjoyed from the cure of Lestincs, 
which w^as considerable, he had also touched 2000 livres, of 
which not a fraction remained to him. He had spent, it is true, 
700 livres for his works; but he did not regret this money, for 
says he, with truth and simjdieity, and also with a truly artistical 
feeling, ‘ (fy-jefait ma'mte histoire dont il sera parle dans la posteriteJ 
One is not suqirised at his expenditure when one learns the 
numerous journeys he had undertaken. Here is an instance of 
his indefatigable spirit. On the subject of the wars between 
Spain and Portugal, he had heard details from Gascons and 
Spaniards, partisans of the king of Castile, wdiich did not satisfy 
him. He wished, therefore, to hear the story of the Portuguese. 
Being informed that there were Portuguese at Brugcis, he jour- 
neyed straightway thither. At Bruges he learned that the 
Chevalier Portelet, ‘ vaillant homme, et saye, et du conseil du Roy 
dc Portugal^ was at Middleburgh, in Zelandc. To Middleburgh 
he proceeded, in company with a friend of Portelet, and was 
presci^ted to the latter. Portelet related to him, during six days 
that they had passed together, all that had passed in the Peninsula; 
whereupon the chronicler on his return was enabled to compose 
the third book of his history. 

The continuator of Froissart is Monstrelet. Of his biography 
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little is known. Such materials as we find arc not merely 
scanty, but unsatisfactory. Wc learn from contemporary autho- 
rities, that during the composition of his chronicles he resided at 
Cambrai, of which city he was prevot; but there is no evidence 
that he was born there. The better opinion, indeed, seems to 
be, that he was born at Ponthicu, in which is the estate, or terre^ 
of Monstrclet. 

John le Robert, abbot of St.Aubert in Cambray, who has 
given us an exact account of everything that has passed in his 
time in the town of Cambray and its environs, under the title of 
*Memoriaux,’ says, ^ qu'il fut de haSy which term, according 
to Ducange, means a natural son ; but as illegitimate children 
were at that period acknowledged according to the rank of their 
fathers, Monstrelet was not the less noble. No particulars of his 
early years are known, except that he evinced when young a 
love for application. The (quotations from Sallust, Livy, and 
other classic authors that occur in his chronicles, show that he 
must have made some progress in Jjatin literature, Either a 
love of study or a weakly constitution, prevented him from 
following the profession of arms. He was as patient an inquirer 
as his predecessor, Froissart. In his prologue to his Chronicle he 
speaks of having made an inquiry into the facts which he relates, 

* tant aiix nobles gens qui, pour honneur de gentilcssc, ne doivent 

* ou voudroient dire pour cux ni contre eux que verite, qu’aiix 

* rois d’armes, herauts et poursuivants de plusieurs seigneurs et 
^ pays, qui de leur droit et office doivent etre dc ces justes et 

* difigents cnqiioreurs bien instruits et vrais zelateurs.' Mon- 
strelet likened his mission to that of a judge sitting on the judg- 
ment scat. lie interrogated, he examined men of different 
parties and opinions. Not content with this proceeding, he 
questioned and cross questioned at different times individuals on 
the same facts. Laden with evidence thus conscientiously 
acquired, Monstrelet endeavoured to educe from it a cleju: and 
candid narrative, which he was the more likely to succeed in as 
he occupied no office of preferment or emolument ; but, notwith- 
standing, and in despite of this fact, he has not escaped the 
reproach of partiality, and is accused of an undue preference for 
the house of Burgundy, and an unkindly feeling towards the 
court of France. Sismondi, in speaking of Monstrelet, says, ‘ il 

* nc parait pas qu’il ait ete jamais present aux evenements qu’il 

* raconte.’ This is undoubtedly true, for though he relates, on 
his knowledge, the manner in which the Maid of Orlcaus was 
taken prisoner before Compiegne, yet he does not say he was 
present when the heroine was captured. The Ohronicles of 
Monstrelet are not merely historical memoirs, or mere annals. 
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but real history. He traces events to their source, and gives 
edicts, negotiations, treaties, &c., as justificatory proofs of the 
facts lie relates. Like Froissart, he does not confine himself to 
occurrences that passed in France. He goes into equal detail as 
to the events which happened during his time in Flanders and 
England, Scotland and Ireland. In his preface to his work, 
Monslrclet has stated that he had been careful to consult those 
on military affairs who, from their employments, must have been 
eye-witnesses of the actions he describes. On other matters he 
has stated, that he consulted such as, from their situations, must 
have been the principal actors. On subjects of less importance, 
he had conversed with heralds, pursuivants, and kings-at-arms. 
Tlie fidelity of Monstrelet’s narrative is ]>rovcd by internal 
evidence. He notes the difference between facts of wdiich he 
was perfectly sure, and those of which he was doubtful. When 
he has no evidence, and cannot produce proofs, he tells the 
reader so very candidly. If he has gained further evidence, he 
announces the fact, and modifies his statement accordingly. The 
chronology of Monstrelet is nearly as deficient as that of Froissart, 
In passing from the history of one countr y to another, both inter- 
mix events. Monstrelet, however, is more correct than Froissart 
in counting years, which he invariably begins on Easter-day. 
Monstrelet is neither a picturesque nor a graphic writer ; on the 
contrary, he is monotonous, occasionally dull, and often diffuse. 
He marches slowly and heavily to his journey’s end, laden with 
the heavy baggage and impedimenta of official pieces. TS'o doubt 
his reflexions fire judicious, and his judgment sound. He is far 
above the prejudices of his age in reference to sorcery, astrology, 
prodigies, and witchcraft ; but his volumes must ever rather be 
consulted occasionally^, and read here and there for a purpose, 
than perused from the beginning to the end by curious and 
gratified readers, and enthusiastic admirers. Some of his recitals 
arc well described by Rabelais, as ‘ Ic tout long, ciirieux ct fiicbcux 
Conte and be says of the scribe, ^qu’il est plus baveaux qu’un 
pot a moutarde.’ 

A widely different writer from the fertile and inventive Frois- 
sart and the ponderous Monstrelet is Philip de Comines. ^ If 
France,’ says llallam, ‘ had her Livy in Froissart, she had her 
Tacitus in Comincs.’ He is the first modern writer who in any 
degree has displayed sagacity in reasoning on the characters of 
men and the consequences of their actions, or who has been able 
to generalise his observations by comparison and reflection. An 
acute understanding and much experience of mankind gave 
Comines this superiority ; his life had not been spent over books, 
and he is free from that pedantic application of history common 
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with those who .passed for political reasoners two centuries after 
the time in which he lived. Yet he was not ignorant of books, 
for though he had not learned Latin in his earlier youth, he was 
a proficient in Italian, German, and Spanish. Comines was 
born at the chateau of Coniines, near Menin, of one of the most 
ancient and distinguished families of Flanders, in 1445. At nine 
years of age he had lost both father and mother, and was the 
possessor of a considerable but encumbered fortune. His first 
instructor was his cousin-german, John de la Witte. In his 
nineteenth year he was presented to the Count of Charolais, 
who took him into liis service. lie followed the count to the 
war called ‘ La Guerre du Bicn Public ^ and was present at the 
battle of Montlhery. When the count succeeded his father, 
under tlic name of Charles le Temeraire, Comines continued to 
enjoy his friendship and confidence. He was in his suite when 
dc Charolais, irritated by the want of faith of Louis XL, retained 
the king a prisoner at Peronne. Comines exhibited judgment 
and prudence in endeavouring to calm his master and in secretly 
warning the king of France on the points on which it would be 
necessary to yield. Tiic service which he thus rendered to 
Louis XI. was neither lost nor forgotten. The latter profited 
of the errors and I'aults of the Duke of Burgundy, to wean from 
his service the ablest and most considerable men. lie directed 
his attention to Comines, who passed from the service of Bur- 
gundy to that of France in 1472. In his memoirs. Comines is 
silent on the motives that determined him to this desertion of his 
master, but rumour attributes the cause to an insult he received 
from the count by the blow of a boot. The story is told by 
Jacques Marchard, and made dramatic use of by Sir Walter 
Scott, in Quentin Durward. Be this, however, as it may, 
Voltaire, who is often inconsiderate in his judgment, stigmatises 
Comines far too severely, as * un celebre traitre, qui, ayant long 
‘ temps vendu Ics secrets de la maison de Bourgogne, passa enfin 
* au service dc France.’ 

It should be remembered that Comines was the subject of 
Louis XL as well as of Charles Ic Temeraire, Duke of Burgundy, 
and he cannot be accused of treason in having prevented the 
duke from dishonouring himself by making an attempt on the 
life of the king of France. Louis XL was much more capable 
of estimating the judgment and attainments of the future his- 
torian of his reign than the Duke of Burgundy, and it is not 
wonderful that Comines readily entered the service of a master 
capable of appreciating his deserts. For a considerable time 
Comines was one of the most trusty and favoured councillors of 
the monarch. It cannot be denied that the jiersonal knowledge 
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'which he possessed of the secrets of his old master, placed it in 
his power to render most important services to Louis XL, in 
which be was rewarded by being made counsellor and chamber- 
lain, Prince of Talmont, seigneur d’Argenton, and for which 
he received pensions and estates of no mean value. But the 
servant who depends on the absolute favour of a sove- 
reign, is too often the victim of injustice and caprice. On the 
death of Charles le Temeraire, in 1477, the king, mistrusting 
Comines in all that related to the affairs of Flanders, sent him 
on an insignificant mis^on into Brittany and Poitou ; and the 
man who was a short time before loacfed with honours, and 
admitted to the monarch’s most intimate councils, was novr, if 
not disgraced, sent far from the court of France, to side with the 
Medici against the faction of the Pazzi. 

On his return to France, Comines appeared to have recovered 
the good graces of the king. He placed him again near his 
person, as in the days when he was chamberlain, accepted 
services ^ alentour dc la personne comme valet-de-chambrcy and 
was altogether as gracious towards him as when he made him 
lie on his own bed. The king, now weak and ill, passed sonic 
time at the chateau d’Argenton, the property of Cowines, and 
during the period of the convalescence of the monarch, the 
master of the castle tended on him and slept adjoining the royal 
chamber. But notwithstanding these services, Comities could 
never be considered the friend or the favourite of the monarch, 
lie pleased the king by his sound sense and correct judgment, 
by bis reservqd and discreet character, by bis business habits, by 
his facility in procuring intelligence by the means of agents and 
spies, and his judicious largesses to gain over and corrupt op- 
ponents ; but he had no ascendancy over the w ill of the monarch, 
nor is bis name attached to one act of the king’s reign. He 
was a clover and able servant, not overburdened with scruples, and 
implicitly following orders, which courtiers unblnshingly dignify 
with the name of devotion and duly. The complaisant instru- 
ment of such services, under a reign marked by perfidy, cruelty, 
and injustice, cannot, of course, escape scathlcss. 

In the following reign, Comines did not enjoy the favour he 
possessed in the time of Louis XL After the death of the king 
he was admitted into the councils of the Regency, but Anne de 
Beaujeii soon perceived that he entertained not for the daughter 
the feelings he exhibited towards the father, but that, on the 
contrary, he favoured the project of the Dukes of Bourbon and 
Orleans. His intrigues being discovered, be was sent to the 
Chateau of Loches, and shut up in one of those iron cages intro- 
duced by Louis XI. A decision of the Parliament of the 24th 
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March, 1488, condemned him, as a rebellious and disobedient 
subject of the king, to lose the quarter of his property, to remain 
ten years on one of his estates, and to furnish a security of 
10,000 crowns. But, notwithstanding this sentence, we find 
Comincs figuring, in 1493, among the ambassadors who signed 
at Senlis a treaty of peace with Maximilian, king of the Homans, 
lie was subsequently charged with many important missions, of 
which he gives us copious details. That he rendered great 
services to Charles VIII., in the expedition to Italy, there can 
be no doubt ; but ho never had the complete confidence of that 
prince. When the Duke of Orleans, whom Comines had lured 
by his intrigues, became king, the historian continued to hold his 
pensions, but he remained without employment. Comines sur- 
vived this new disgrace — a disgrace more painful than any that 
occurred in the first eleven years of his services, and died in 1509, 
at the Chateau d’Argenton, aged 64, leaving behind him an only 
daughter, who married Ilene de Brosses, Count of Penthievre. 
The issue of this marriage, for several generations, allied them- 
selves witli the most illustrious reigning liuniUcs. 

Comincs followed the example of the Joinvilles, the Villchar- 
doiiins, the Froissarts, the Monstrelets, and others. However 
remarkable Viis political and administrative life, be would be 
entirely forgotten as an official man and politician if he had not 
immortalized himself as a memoir writer and historian. 

Among niotlorn Frc?nch chronicle and memoir writers tliere is 
scarcely one who takes a higher rank than Comines. Voltaire 
reproaches him with having written with the reserve of a cour- 
tier who wished to conceal the truth, but this reproach is per- 
fectly unjust. Comiues writes pretty much in the spirit in which 
lie lived his whole life long; he was never as a man troubled with 
moral scriqiles or a chivalrous sense of honour; and as an histo- 
rian he does not affect cither the one or the other, or embarrass 
himself with tlie suggestions of a too rigid and impracticable 
virtue. In reading his work we read the effusions of a thorough- 
paced, seasoned, and little scrupulous man of the world; but, it 
should be added, he ^vas not the despicable and corrupt creature 
Voltaire would have us believe. 

To the charm of a natural and flexible language, often express- 
ing every shade of thought, Comines joins the rare advantage of 
bearing ocular testimony, so to speak, to much that he relates. He 
possessed a profound knowledge of men and of affairs. It is not 
as a philosopher and moralist that he speaks, but as a practical 
working politician. His chapters, in every page, represent, to use 
the words of Montaigne, ‘ partout avec autorite et gravite riiorume 
de bon lieu et cleve aux grandes affaires.’ He is a cool and 
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calm observer, inured to state intrigues and rompu mix affairesy^ 
well knowing the tricks of princes and the con*uption of courtiers. 
Coraines exhibits no high or idle impulses — no generous love of 
virtue. He secs men neither better nor worse than they are. 
He regards them as instruments of providence — instruments about 
whose good or evil deeds ho is far too indifferent. The great 
defect of Comines is his frigidness and impassability ; he is never 
virtuously indignant at the crimes of the age in which he lived. 
There is a spirit of cold and cynical observation about his 
remarks, a clear and correct judgment, but no indignation. Edu- 
cated in the midst of courts and iko intrigues of princes, and the 
corruption of their courtiers, at a period wlien, as De Baraiitc 
truly observes, the enthusiasm of religion and chivalry had been 
obliterated, if not effaced, in the minds of men. Comines early 
vowed a special worship to tbo goddess of Prudence. He is too 
much a man of sense not to praise and honour justice, good fiiith, 
and probity ; he is too much a man of solidity and judgnient not 
to know that the foundations of kingdoms, and of all durable 
order, depend on truth and morality ; but you feel in reading his 
pages that it is from weighing and balancing the conveniences 
and inconveniences of the case that he has arrived at this result. 
In tracing the histoiy of the vices, faults, and remorse of 
Louis XL, there is no honest, virtuous indignation. In alluding 
to his own lot and occasional backslidings and misadventures, all 
that Comincs says is, ‘au demeurant, la Providence le voiilait 
ainsi.’ In speaking of his misfortunes under Charles VIII., he 
says, with the utmost impassability, ‘ Jc crois que jai etc riiomrne 
*du inonde a qui il a fait le plus de rudessc; mais connoissant 
‘ que e’etait cn sa jeiinesse ct qu’il nc venait pas de lui, ne lui eii 
* sus jamais mauvais gre,’ and then he adds, oneques nc fut meillure 
creature. 

One of the finest j)assages in his hook, considering the time in 
which it was written, is that wherein he treats of the power of 
kings, and lays down rules ‘pour leur cndoctrinement.’ In this 
passage Comines shows himself as a friend lo well balanced 
liberty — as an enemy to coups d(!etat„ and to those caprices of 
‘good pleasure’ in which kings were wont to delight. 

In reference to style, Comines is comparable to Montaigne 
himself, and no historian of the fifteenth or sixteenth century 
can be compared to him. In his pages you have the pictu- 
resque ness, naivete, and originality of Froissart, combinea witli 
greater precision and clearness. He and Brantomc are among 
the few writers of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries which 
may he still read with pleasure. 

We have now before us one of the earliest, if not the earliest 
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editions of the Chronique et Ilistoire Faicte, par feu Messire Phi- 
lippe dc Comincs, ]>rinted at Paris, ‘chez Guillaume Thiboiit 
demourat, rue Alexandre I’Angloys, oil pend pour onseigne le 
Paon,’ with the date of 1550, and from this we extract a short 
account as to Ics meurs dc roy et sa cour. We preserve the old 
spelling and abbreviations. 

‘ II estoit naturellement ainy des ges de moye estate et ennemy des 
gradz qui se poiivoient passer de luy. Niil home ne preta jamais 
tant Toreille aux ges, ne ne s’enquist de tant de choses come il faisoit. 
ne qui voulust jamais cognoistre tant de ges, car aiissi veritablemet il 
cognoissoit tontes gens d’autlioritc* et dc valleur qui estoient en Angle- 
terre, en Portugal, en Italic, et Seigneuries du Due de Bourgonge, et 
en Bretaigne, comnui il fisoit ses subjeetz.* 

‘ In the chapter, ‘ Com met le Boy s’etTorcai inettre pollice sur la 
prolixite des proees et qu’on n’usast que d^jn poid et d’une mesure. 
Aiissi desiroit fort qu’en ce royaulnie on usast d*une coustume, d’un 
poix, d’une mesure, et quo toutes ses coustumes t ussent miscs cn Fran- 
§oys cn iin beau liure, pour cuiter la cautelle et la pillerie des advocatz 
qui est si grande en ce royauhne que nul autre n’est semblable.* 

The chapter cxxxvi, with the title, ‘ Comment le Boy Loys 
unziesme feit faire plusicurs cages de for dot en Tune fiit mis 
rautcur de cc liure Tespace dc hiiict moys,’ will also well repay 
perusal. 

With the following curious passage on the miseries of human 
life, extracted from these volumes, we close our notice of 
the work: — 

* Au(’un<?, creature n*est exerapte de passion; tons mftngcnt leur pain 
en doiileur; notre Seigneur le prorait des qu’il lit rhomme et loyau- 
ment Va tenii a loutes gens.’ 

It is not our imention to dwell at any length on the Memoirs 
and Commeiilarics of Blaise de Montluc, Marshal of France. 
These are chiefly valuable for the details given of the war against 
the Calvinists, of whom Montluc was a rude and cruel enemy. 
There is a good deal of egotism in his account of his efforts against 
the reformed party in 1669, and he is not always to be trusted in 
his recitals : but his Commentaries ought to be read by all who 
wish to learn the ferocities that were committed in the name 
of religion in the time of (Charles IX. It was Mary of Medicis 
who sent Montluc to Cahors. People at court thought that 
a man who had distinguished himself as a soldier in various 
parts of Italy, would not act the part of a butcher, but no 
butcher of the shambles could surpass him in ferocity. * The 
second part of his Memoirs discloses a hideous picture of a human 
heart. It docs not cost a pang to this monster in human shape 
to say he was cruel ; on the contrary, he makes a boast of it as 
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though it were a deed of which he might be well proud. He seems 
to enjoy the tears, the groans, the agonies, of his victims. Lacre- 
telle says, and says truly,' that a hundred thousand witnesses could 
not render his memory more execrable than the testimony which 
he bears against himself He scoured the country, accompanied 
by two executioners, whom he called his lacqueys ; sometimes he 
despatched unfortunate Calvinists with his own hand; there was 
no process or preliminary proceeding. Montluc scarcely even 
deigned to acquaint himself with the names of his victims ; seizing 
them by the throat, like a bulldog, he dealt them out blows unmer- 
cifully, and then shouting to the executioner, Froppe, vilain! left 
them to tlicir fate. A deacon, nineteen 3 "cars old, appeared loo 
young to merit death, but Montluc had the victim bastinadoed 
so unmercifully that the unfortunate Amung man died a few days 
afterward.s. 'fou have but to open his Commentaries to see that 
he records this fact with a certain pleasure and pride. In linishing 
his fourth book, he sa^^s, ‘ Je commcncGray a escrire les combats 
* ou je me suis trouve durant ccs guerres civiles, csquelles il m’a 
‘ fallu, centre mon naturel, user non seulcment de rigueur mais 
‘ de cruaute.’ For a full account of the horrors of these wars of 
religion, as they are impiously called, the reader is referred to 
De Tliou, D’Aubigne, and Theodore Beza^s IlUtory of the Re- 
formed Ckurchea of France. 

The next most memorable memoirs in point of date to Montluc 
are those of Castclnau, Seigneur de Mauvissicro and of Concres- 
sant. Castelnau was born at La Mauvissiere, near Tours, in 1520. 
Fie was carcfiill}^ educated, and being endowed with a capacious 
and retentive mcmoiy, made immense progress, both in letters 
and in the sciences. But whilst pursuing these studies, manly 
exercises were not forgotten, so that on entering life the young 
man w-as quite as fit to do his duty in the field as in the cabinet. 
Castelnau had been much improved by foreign travel. He had 
visited, not merely the different courts of Italy, but the principal 
portions of Europe ; carefully studying the manners, institutions, 
and governments of the differtint people. Ileturning to France, 
he entered the navj^ if indeed the name of navy could be given 
to those flotillas and galleys of which the marine of France then 
consisted. Cardinal Lorraine, on whom, in the absence of his 
brother, the Duke of Guise, fell the chief conduct of affairs, soon 
perceived that Castelnau was worth}' of a better employment. 
He charged him with various negotiations, which he successfully 
conducted, in Piedmont, at Rome, and elsewhere. Subsequently, 
he formed part of the suite which accompanied Mary Stuart to 
Scotland, to whom he was accredited ambassador by Catherine 
de Medicis. During his sojourn in Scotland, Castelnau made 
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several journeys to England, with a view to reconcile Eliza- 
beth to Mary, but without success. The religious troubles 
of France recalled him to his country. Finding it impossible 
to be neutral, he embraced the side of the Catholics. His 
observations as to j)ursuing a neutral line of conduct in civil 
wars are worthy of being reproduced here : ‘ En matiere de 

* guerre civile (says he) il faut teiiir un party asseure, car, dans 

* toute sorte de nations du temps mesmes des Romains, ccux-14 
‘ ont csto meprises qui en ont use autrement. Ils sont pen 
‘ cstimes et nc peuvent evitcr Ic nom de traistres et d’espions, 
‘ ceux qui n’ont ordinairement le coeur de se declarer pour un 

* party ny pour I’autrc.’ 

Castelnau was five times ambassador in England. His last 
embassy continued ten years. During this sojourn he enjoyed 
greater leisure and tranquillity than at any period of his life. 
Such was the season he chose for the composition of his memoirs. 
Often he endeavoured to frustrate the designs of Elizabeth. 
But though this zeal in tlic service of France sometimes chafed 
the mind of the English sovereign, yet the Virgin Queen was 
ever prompt to render justice to the Frenchman. In a letter 
written to Henry HI., her majesty expresses herself thus: — 
‘ Castelnau est digne de manicr une plus grande charge.* 

There is not much light thrown on English manners or modes 
of life in the memoirs of Castelnau, He gives an account of the 
proclamation of the peace in 15(13 at Windsor, and of the dinner 
after it, to which the queen invited him. ‘Apres que leur 
' service fut acheve, elle envoya querir Foix et moy disner avec 
‘ elle en la compagnic des chevaliers, et but a la sante du roy et 
‘ do la reyne sa mere, puis nous envoya la coupe ou elle avoit bu 
‘pour lui faire raison.’ 

The memoirs of Castelnau are among the most instnictive of 
the time. The author having been employed in almost all the 
affairs of which he discourses, presents them to us in their real 
aspect, and often lays bare the causes which led to the most 
important results. There is no declamation, no gasconade in 
his pages. He is always calm, moderate, and prudent, without 
being indifferent or insipid. Castelnau excels in describing the 
spirit of his times. He throws much light on the doctrines and 
proceedings of the Reformers ; and though himself a member of 
the Roman-catholic party, is never insensible to their errors 
and faults. The style of this author is elegant, his narrative 
clear and succinct. He has been compared for sagacity and 
depth to his predecessor De Comines. 

Brantome comes next in order of time. Andre de Bourdeille, 
Vicomte dc Bourdeille and Seigneur de TAbbayc of Brantome, 
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was born at Perigord about 1527. While yet a youth, he 
obtained this ecclesiasticul preferment, one of the richest of 
Perigord. Brautome was one of those warrior abbes called 
under the kings of the second race ahhates militares. In those 
days it was no uncommon thing to see abbes, and even bishoprics, 
given to military men, and to fine ladies about the court. Eccle- 
siastical benefices were considered moveable seigneuries, at the 
disposal of the monarch, rather than religious offices and dignities. 
Brantome was a courtier and homme (Tepee by nature and by dis- 
position. When not with the army, he was at court, or filling 
diplomatic missions. According to his own account, he was 

f entiUiamme de la rhnmhre to two kings, Charles IX. and 
lenry III., and chamberlain of M. d’Alen(;‘on. The name of 
Brantome is attached to no historical event; his life presents, 
even on his own testimony, nothing very remarkable or im- 
portant. That he was brave and adventurous, there seems to be 
no doubt ; that he visited, either as a soldier, an employe, or a 
traveller, almost every part of Europe, there is also little question ; 
and, having led this gay and wandering life, ho retired from 
court to his estates, shortly after the death of Charles IX. The 
reason for his taking this step is not very a]>])arcnt, and is not 
consistently described by himself. Sometimes he says his retire- 
ment was voluntary ; at others, that, after the death of his brother, 
he wished to be called the chief of the family, and to protect and 
patronise his nephews and sisters-in-law. But as he fre(|uently 
talks of the ingratitude and injustice of the great, it may be sup- 
posed that disappointment influenced him. lietired from the 
court from wdiatever motive, Brantome employed himself in 
writing an account of what he had seen in the curlier part of his 
life. lie gives us an account of his travels in Spain, in Italy, in 
Scotland, in Portugal, in Greece, and in Barbary. In the position 
in which he was jdaced at court, the Abbe Brantome could not 
remain neuter. He became a partizan of the Guises; dissimu- 
lating, with more address than success, his antipathy for the house 
of Bourbon. Initiated into the political and gallant intrigues of a 
court profoundly corrupt, and seemingly and ceremoniously devout, 
he became in his retirement the ^lainter and the historian of his 
principal contemporaries; and if you follow him, as you needs 
must, into camps or courts, into the cabinets of ministers or the 
boudoirs of pretty women or fine ladies, yon find him at home and 
perfectly at his ease. Whether he is describing public solemnities, 
the operations of military men, the orgies of private apartments, 
or the rodomontades of an age distinguished by minute observ- 
ance^ blind superstition, and unblushing immorality, he is an 
equally faithful painter of manners, following the career of his 
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humour, and allowing his pen to chronicle the records of his 
memory. Most of liis recitals are animated and amusing, though 
now and again larded, not unsparingly, with gasconade. He was 
curious and inquiring, and knew all the principal personages of 
his time. As a witness, or actor, or reporter of what he heard 
from vouchable authority, he tells a great deal, good, bad, and 
indifferent, — moral and immoral; sometimes graphic, and curious, 
but too often smutty and obscene. He is profoundly indifferent 
to the morality of men or the virtue of women, and relates the 
most scandalous and flagitious stories without shame, in a fri- 
volous and barrack-room spirit. It must be said, however, that he 
describes an age of licentiousness and disorder, when chivalry 
was on the wane, when vice exhibited itself in all its grossness 
and without any disguise, and when religion was the pretext and 
the mask of a thousand immoralities, cruelties, and oppressions. 
Brantome’s ‘ Memoirs of Illustrious Trench and Foreign Captains’ 
liave all the gravity, interest, and dignity of history. He speaks 
of the severity of the old Constable Montmorency, of the liigh- 
soiilcd purity and virtue of the Chancellor THopital, of the 
chivalry and bravery of Ba^^ard, with proper feeling and respect. 
One can scarcely conceive that a writer who expresses himself 
on these occasions with so much propriety, should have also 
written ' La Tic des Dames Galantes,* the ‘ Dwroura sur lea CocuSy 
and the ‘ Uodontontadas ei Jurements Espa*/nols,^ Brantome, 
notwitlistanding the life which he led, was more lettered than 
most of the men of his age. He translated some fragments of 
Lucian, was well acquainted with the Italian and Spanish lan- 
guages, and had a tolerable acquaintance with the Latin classics. 
Brantome died, at a very advanced age, in 1614. He had lived 
in the reigns of Charles IX., Henry III., Henry IV., and had 
seen the commcnccraent of the reign of Louis XIII. llis me- 
moirs obtained a prodigious success, and are still read by every 
one curious or recondite in French literature. There is some 
truth in what Anquctil says of this writer : ‘ Brantome,’ he says, 
‘ne fait qu’cffleurcr Ics sujets; il rfentend rien a approfondir 
^ une action, ni a en dcvelopper les motifs. II peint bicn ce qu’il 

* a vu, racontc iiaivemcnt cc qull a entendu ; mais il n’est pas 
‘ rare de le voir quitter son objet principal, y revenir, Ic quitter 

* encore, et finir par n’y plus songer. Avec tout le dcsordre il 
‘ plait parce qu’il amuse.’ Nevertheless it must be admitted, that 
he is a caustic and ingenious writer, — a man of ardent character, 
of great vivacity of imagination, a frolicksome and debonnaire 
humour ; in short, komme d'ettprit, as well as ‘ bon gentilhomme 
Gascon.’ He is often superficial, occasionally graceful, almost 
always clever, and full of esprit. For a man of the world, how- 
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ever, the organ of self-esteem is far too much developed in his 
works to be pleasing or agreeable. In his will, speaking of his 
literary performances, he says, ‘ Ton y veiTa de belles choses comme 
contes, histoires et bons mots.’ There is undoubtedly a time 

* when modest merit may commend itself but when Brantome 
states that ‘ plusicnrs de ses campagnons non egaux a lui le 
‘ surpasserent cn bienfaits, elats et grades, mais jamais en valeur 
^ et meritc,* the reader feels he is dealing with a Gascon who 
overvalues himself by self-glorification. 

The Memoirs of Marguerite de Valois, wife of Henry IV., is a 
very interesting work. Margaret was the daughter of Henry IL, 
and the last of the house of V'^alois. She married in her twentieth 
year the Prince of Bearn, so well knovrn afterwards under the 
name of Henry IV. The history of this princess has been 
differently related by different parties. The Protestants, who had 
no right to complain of her, seem always to reproach her unduly 
with following lier own creed at the Huguenot court of Navarre ; 
but, be her faults what they may, she was sorely tried. That she 
bore and suffered much, and notwithstanding many slights exhi- 
bited great tenderness to Henry in an illnes.s is recorded in 
unimpeachable testimony. The gay and fickle king appeared at 
first sensibly touched with her tenderness, and they lived in great 
harmony and happiness, but Henry was volage; the princess, too, 
had her faults and indiscretions, and wo know the rest. 

The picture w'hich Marguerite draws of her felicity is worthy 
of record. ‘ Felicitc,’ says she, ‘ qui me dura de qualre a cinque 
‘ ans que je fus^en Gascoiie avec lui, faisant la plupart dc ce temps 
^ la notre sejour a Nerac, ou notre cour etait si belle que nous 

* n’envions point celle de France. Le roi mon mari et madame 
*la princesse sa soeur allant d’un costo au presche et suivet mon 
' train a la messe en uiie chapelle dans le pare.’ The memoirs 
which Margaret has left behind her arc written in an agreeable 
and natural style, and are filled with interesting anecdotes 
Pelisson, a distinguished author and member of the Academy, 
who lived in the age immediately following, calls them a classic 
work. 

One of the most remarkable books in French history is the 
Memoirs of Sully, called, by himself, the Economies Rogales, No 
work in the French language is more read than this by native or 
stranger, and none merits a more general attention from the 
statesman, the politician, the administrator, or the soldier. 
The biography of Sully is well known, and we may there- 
fore be pardoned from dwelling on it at any very consider- 
able length He was born in 1560, seven years after Henry 
IV., and was only twelve years old at the epoch of the massacre 
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of St. Bartholomew. His presence of mind saved him on this 
occasion from an untimely death. Some of the persons of 
his household were victims, and among the rest the tutor or 
governor to whom he was confided. Awoke by the noise and 
struggle. Sully donned his cloak of student, taking the precau- 
tion to carry under his arm a large Roman missal, or book of 
prayers. The assjissins allowed so devout a young student to 
pass scathlesH, and to this circumstance Sully ovred his life. He 
took refuge in the college in which he w^as studying, and where 
he remained till the ])eril had passed. His studies were scarcely 
finished wlien he accompanied the King of Navarre in his escape 
from the court, where, since the St. Barthelmy, he had been 
almost a prisoner. The flight took place on the 1st February, 
1756. Sully was scarcely then fifteen years old, yet he exhi- 
bited solid and sterling qualities, which, joined to his attainments 
and accomplishments, procured him the confidence and the 
friendship of the king. The attachment of Sully grew into a 
species of devotion to his master — a devotion which lasted for 
the term of Henry's life. In order to perfectly understand the 
relation w'hich subsisted between the parties, it is necessary that 
the reader sliould he transported hack to the period of the civil 
wars, when both the one and the other run that career of peril 
and danger, of combats and struggle, of long marches, of negotia- 
tlon.s, of heroic victories, and the organization of parties, armies, 
and men, which rc.sulted in the peace ofVervins, and which 
established Henry on the throne of France. In order to follow 
Sully in his triple or quadruple mission of warrior, negotiator, 
minister, and grand master of the artillery, it would be neces- 
sary to write his history, and all that we have to do here now is 
to speak of his memoirs. In these volumes he describes, or rather 
his secretaries transcribe from his notes and dictation, the history 
of the struggles of ‘ Ic roi vaillant’ his master. Among all the 
brave soldiers and heroic chevaliers that rallied round Henry, 
none was braver or more gallant than Sully. At the assault of 
Villefranche, in Rouergue, he was, to use his own words, ren- 
verse dans un fosse : at the temble combat of Cahors, which 
lasted for five days and nights ; he was felled to the ground by a 
huge stone flung from a window, and subsequently wounded in 
the thigh. A horse was killed under him at Marmande. The 
steed which he rode at the bloody battle of Frosseuse was pierced 
with a lance, and two swords were broken in his hands. At the 
battle of Ivry, thrown from his charger, covered with seven 
wounds, despoiled of his helmet and his arms, he lay uncon- 
scious and neglected on the field of battle. Four of the enemy 
saved his life. But Henry, as he tells us, the conqueror, ‘ Fa 
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embrassc de deux bras,* calling him before the whole army, ‘ brave 
soldat,’ and ‘ vaillant chevalier.’ This was in Rosny’s opinion a 
rich recompence. There was a rivalry between the king and his 
favourite. The king watched over and restrained him, blaming the 
excess of his courage — while Sully, on his part, professed and felt 
unbounded duty and affection for the king. From an early period 
the tact and discrimination of Henry had discerned in Sully a 
servant capable of appreciating men, of unravelling intrigues, of 
gaining an ascendancy over his fellows. It was for this reason 
that he was several times sent as envoy to the court of Henry HI. 
in the five years fhim 1583 to 1588. It was in these journeys he 
bad learned to observe the play of all those rival ambitions which 
bad so long agitated the court of France. The opposing and 
rival interests — the views of the chiefs of the league — the craft 
and cunning and siibdolous manamvres of (Jatheriiic de Medicis — 
of her agents — and the characters and pretensions of tliose who 
oiled the springs and set parties in movement, were all ])atent to 
Sully. The trouble that the Duke of Bethune had in negt>tialing 
treaties can only be known from his Memoirs, or, to use his own 
title, the Economies Royales. By prudence, by activity, by zeal, 
and by repeated journeys, in which he compromised liis health 
and risked his life, the zealous negotiator succeeded in rallying 
to the cause of Henry one of the most zealous champions of the 
league, Brancas de Villiers, Governor of Rouen, who surrendered 
this important city. This considerable success was, however, 
but a trifle compared with the gaining over the Duke of Guise 
himself — the sou of that Duke of Guise wdiom Henry HI. caused 
to be executed, the nephew of lh<‘ formidable Maycnne, who 
sought even to rival the best of the Bourbons. Great as the 
services of Sully were as w'arrior, administrator, and minister, at 
home, it was, perhaps, in foreign countries he rendered the most 
important services to his master and to the crown. There is no 
more curious chapter in his volumes than that in which he 
renders an account of a secret mission to Elizabeth at D<)ver. 
From the details presented by Sully of this conference, we learn 
how much and how truly these two great characters, Henry and 
Elizabeth, esteemed each other, and how ardently they desired 
to co-operate with a view to establish an European equilibrium, 
and a solid and durable peace in the interests of Christendom. 

In the Economies Royales, as well as in the work of Forbonnais, 
we learn the incredible efforts made by Sully to introduce into 
the finances of France, order and regularity. In consequence 
of the labours of Maximilian Bethune, disorders were checked, 
a better and less expensive system of collection was adopted; 
taxes were differently distributed. Sully was a man of vast 
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capacity, great skill, and consummate judgment. He excelled 
alike in war, in negotiation, in finance, and in the management of 
the artillery. The man who ended in being head of the treasury, 
began life in selling the products of his woods to furnish money 
for the empty purse of his sovereign. The future grand master 
of the artillery had the command in earlier life, on the field of 
Contras, of three canons, which contributed not a little to the 
successes of the day. 

We have before said that the Memoirs of Sully are really the 
history of his time. In point of style the Economies Royales is 
sorry enough, — oceasionally even tedious, diffuse, and wearisome. 
Nor is the style redeemed by the arrangement, which is faulty 
and involved. Instead of s{>eaking in his own name, either in 
the first or third person. Sully makes a secretary relate to him 
that which he himself had performed. Events in being recorded 
in this manner, undoubtedly lose some of their freshness and 
zest ; and oeeasionally, also, you see that Sully wishes to fix and 
bind you to his views as the only things possible and practicable. 
But then, on the other hand, the details arc so precise and 
copious; the intrigues, exterior and interior, are so well and 
fully painted; the revolutions of the court are so minutely 
sketched, and the physiognomy of the actors and considerable 
people are so well delineated; the private habits and conversa- 
tions of the king are, moreover, so faithfully sketched, that you 
feel the real authority and authenticity of the book. The value 
which Henry set upon the services of Sully, is apparent in 
many j)assages. On the fre<{uent exposure of his person at 
sieges and battles, the king begged of him not to be so prodigal 
of his life, and to remember the need he had of his services for 
the management of the finances. ^Mon ami,' said the king, ^ que 
fahne him, continuez a me lien servir, mais non 2)as a faire le fol 
ct le simple sohlaV 

There is no trait in the character of Sully more honourable to 
him than his alfectionate regard for the memory of the great and 
good king, and the honourable frankness with which he uttered 
his opinions, even when unpleasing to bis master. Henry would 
often seek to waste the resources of the state in prodigal gifts to 
his mistresses. On these occasions Sully showed himself a good 
and faithful servant. The king was desirous of giving a royal 
baptism to one of the children of Gabrielle d'Estrees. Sully set 
his face against this folly, exclaiming, in presence of his master: 
* II iCy a pas id (V enfant de France,* 

The king was foolish enough to give a written promise of 
marriage to Mademoiselle Entraigues. The imperturbable minister 
deliberately and pitilessly tore up the document. When the Duchess 
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of Verneuil wished to satiate her relations and creatures, and to 
fill her own coffers at the public treasury, the reply of Sully was 
that of an honest man and faithful minister : ‘ Tout cela scrait 
hon, Madame, si sa mqjestc prenait V argent en sa bourse : mavi de 
lever cela sur les vtarchands artisaiis, laboiireurs ct pnsteiirs, il rCg 
a nulle raison, etant ceiix (jui nourissent et nous tons, et sc contentant 
bieji d^un seul maitre, sans avoir tant de cousins, de parents ct de 
maitresses a entretenW^ Again, when he told the king that these 
profligate and passing whims did not become a great king, and 
a greybeard to boot, the character of faithful servant and honest 
councillor shines as brilliantly out as that of wise minister. Few 
men, not to speak of inonarchs, would endure such inconvenient 
candour, but a king, wdse enough to say to a cherished and 
wounded mistress, ^ Je mepasseraismieuxdc dix rnaistresses comnie 
vous que d'un serviteur comme Ini' was no ordinary character. 
Sometimes the frankness of Sully led to a coolness and rupture 
with Henri de Navarre, but a reconciliation aUvays promptly 
follow'ed. On one of these occasions Sully bent the knee to his 
frank-spoken master. ‘ Relevez, llosny,* said Henry IV. ; * ils 
croiraient que jc vous j)ardonne.’ 

After the death of Henry IV., Sully retired from the court. 
The presence of a man so attached to the late king, and whose 
personal character was so unimpeachable, was unpleasing to 
those who then governed. The courtiers mocked a statesman 
who no longer dressed in the prevailing mode. Sully perceiving 
them, said to the king, ‘ Sire, quand rotre pvre de glorieiisc 
memoire me faisait Vhonneur de me con suiter, il faisait passer 
dans Vantichambre les hnladins de la cour' 

The most eminent defect of Sully was avarice, — called by 
Burke, ‘ the folly of the wise.’ In early life, also, he was said to 
be little scrupulous as to his means of acquiring money. As to 
the aspersions attempted to be cast on his memory by Xallcment 
de Rcaux, it may be said that they have in no degree injured 
it. The Memoirs of Sully arc just as much read and consulted 
as they were before the publication of the ‘ Historetles,’ published 
by M. Monmerque ; and notwithstanding their diffuseness and 
unplcasing style, they must ever hold a high place in the historical 
literature of France. 

After the Memoirs of Sully come those of the President Jeannin. 
The author of these memoirs was like Sully, the minister and the 
friend of the king. Jeannin w^as originally but a simple advocate 
at the parliament of Dijon, from which condition he raised him- 
self by his learning and probity to the highest office. Being 
asked one day in an authoritative tone by a man of high rank, 
whose son he was, Jeannin replied — ^ De mes vertus.’ A wealthy 
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man of his province wishing to make him his son-in-law, asked 
him where his property was situated. ^ Dans ma tete ct dans 
ma plumey was the answer of Joann in. The states of Burgundy 
having charged Jeannin with the principal affairs of the province, 
he employed the influence which that position gave him as 
well as all his ability and energy, to oppose the massacre of 
the St. Bartheleiny. Sincerely attached to his religion, he 
honestly entered into the faction of the League. Being sent on a 
mission by the Duke of Maycnnc to Philip II., he very soon dis- 
covered that the king of Spain, in espousing the cause of the 
leaguers, only desired to weaken France. On his return from 
this mission Jeannin abandoned the party of the Duke of 
Ma^^ennc. Henry IV. then solicited his assistance, Jeannin 
raised some difficulties because of the part which he had ante- 
cedently adopted, but Henry IV. answered, — ‘ No scruples — for 
I am well assured that he who has been faithful to the Duke of 
Maycnne, will be so to his king.’ Jeannin filled missions of the 
highest importance in Holland, Spain, and England. Cardinal 
Bonlivoglio, a statesman, and himself an ambassador, has left 
on record his strong admiration of the man; and the famous 
Barncvcldt and Scaligcr have also spoken of him in the highest 
terms. It is plain from the memoirs and negotiations he has 
published, that Jeannin enjoyed in the highest degree the 
esteem and confidence of the king. His volumes, wherein are 
contained numerous letters of the king, abound wuth proofs of 
this truth. Writing to him during the Dutch negotiations, 
under date of the 13th June, 1007, the monarch «ays, — ^Con- 
sidcrez que jc vous ai confie unc negotiation du siicces de 
laquelle doit depciidre la direction dcs affaires piibliqucs et 
privik'S taut do mon royaume que de la republique chrcticnnc.’ 

In the following year he writes as follows : ^ Cc que je vous 
ecris toutclbis plus pour vous exposer mon avis quo pour vous 
prescrirc et ordonner dc la suivre si vous jugcz qu’il soit meilleur 
d’en user autrement.’ On his return to France, Jeannin received 
abundant marks of his sovereign’s esteem. Henry presented him 
to the queen, sa 3 ^ing, — ^Voyez vous ce bonhoinme: si Dicu 
dispose dc moi, reposez-vous sur sa fidelite.’ On another 
occasion Henry, ])ointing to Jeannin, said — ‘ Je puis le presenter 
a mes amis et ii mes ennemis.’ Henry wished Jeannin to have 
been his historiographer, but he only wrote the preface to that 
interesting reign. No memoirs of the time of which we are 
speaking can be more profitably consulted than those of Jeannin, 
more especially with a view to learn the policy of the principal 
European states. Richelieu said that he mways found something 
to learn in the pages of Jeannin. 
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The memoirs of Marshal Bassompicrrc are not merely amusing, 
but exceedingly interesting. The author passed nearly his 
whole life at the court, in camps, or in embassies. He first served 
under Henry IV. ; but the king was somewhat unjust to Bassom- 
pierre. The fact was, that the monarch was in love with 
Mademoiselle Montmorency, w'honi Bassompierre had engaged 
to marry, and Henry caused the match to be broken off. Bas- 
sompierre had much talent and cleverness, and was considered 
the readiest and wittiest man of his day. His causticity caused 
him to be feared by the courtiers, and to be detested by 
official men. Richelieu, who disrelished his salient humour, 
and dreaded his influence over Marie do Mcdicis and her 
son, caused him to be arrested, and to be conducted to the 
Bastille, the 25th February, 16dl. He remained a prisoner for 
twelve years, and it was during this period the memoirs were 
composed. Though the volumes contain a vast amount of 
trivialities, yet there is an abundance of most valuable matter, 
throwing a w’cleome light, not merely on the manners and in- 
stitutions of France, but on those of foreign countries. Bassom- 
pierre was too agreeable and clever a courtier, too adroit and 
dexterous a negotiator, too distinguished a military comniander 
and man of the world, not to be up to all the intrigTies and 
double dealings of the court. He tells us what he saw, what he 
knew, what he heard. In his embassies he recounts what he 
effected, cither by negotiation, or by intrigue, or by secret 
influence. It is a carious circumstance, that Madame 
D’Aiguillon, ,the niece of Richelieu, knowing that Bassompierre^s 
fortune had been very much deranged by liis long imprisonment, 
offered him 500,000 francs. His answer was ctjually prompt 
and clever: ‘Yotre oncle, madame, (he said,) m’a fait trop 
de mal pour que je puisse recevoir dc vous tant de bicu.* Bjis- 
sompierre was ambassador in Spain, Switzerland, and in England. 
About five-and-twenty years ago, Mr. John Wilson Oroker 
translated, with notes, that portion of his memoirs which gave an 
account of his embassy in this country. 

We now come to the memoirs of a remarkable man, John Francis 
Paul de Gondi, Cardinal de Retz. He was not of an ancient or 
illustrious family in France, being descended from Anthony de 
Gondi, who had accompanied Catherine dc Mcdicis into France, 
and obtained the place of maitre (Thotel to Henry 11. His 
ffither, Emanuel de Gondi, was general of the galleys, a function 
which he resigned in order to retire into a religious house. The 
most remarkable of the cardinal’s ancestors, however, w'as Albert 
de Gondi, who had attained the dignity of marshal of France, and 
who was the son of a Florentine banker, who subsequently cstab- 
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lishcd himself at Lyons. Having said so much of the origin of 
the family, it will appear in no degree extraordinary that the boil- 
ing Italian blood rapidly circulated in the veins of the young Paul 
de Gondi. As a youth, he manifested that restless character 
and spirit of intrigue which he exhibited on a more extensive 
scale during the Fronde. His education was confided to Vincent 
de Paul, since canonized in the Homan church ; but the confessor 
of Anne of Austria found it impossible to mould after his own 
heart or will the character of his pupil. The truth was, that 
Paul de Gondi had no vocation whatever for the ecclesiastical 
state ; but as there had been two archbishops of Paris in his 
family, it was determined that he should enter the church. A 
nearly similar course was adopted in our day in the case of 
Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, formerly bishop of Autun, and 
everybody knows with what result. With a view to induce his 
family to desist from their design of making him hon grk mol gre 
an ecclesiastic, the young Paul flung himself into every species 
of extravagance and dissipation. He became a duellist, a gallant, 
attempted to carry oft’ his cousin by force, conspired against 
llichclicu, and got into innumerable scrapes and broils, civil, 
social, and political. But neither his gallantries, his duels, nor 
his extravagancies, could induce his family to spare him the 
infliction of the abhorred cassock. One of his duels was with 
Bassoinpierre, whom he wounded with a sword-cut in the arm, 
and a pistol-shot in the thigh ; but who, nevertheless, disarmed 
him. The subject of this quarrel was a fair lady. As a last 
resource, he coruinenced author, made himself the historian, the 
apologist, indeed the panegyrist of Fieschi, Count of Lavagne, 
who was the head of the conspiracy against John Horia, which 
broke out at Genoa in 1546 or '47. 

Not even this essay altered the resolution of Gondi’s relatives. 
Seeing himself thns doomed to a calling which he disliked, and 
forced into a state for wdiich he had no inclination, — for he pro- 
nounced himself ‘ rame le moins ecclesiastiquc de Tunivers,’ — the 
future cardinal determined at least to be a distinguished member 
of the order of Melehisedeck. He studied theology with success, 
held conferences, maintained theories and disputations, and con- 
verted more than one Huguenot to the bosom of ‘ the holy Roman- 
catholic and apostolic church.’ These conversions were a nine 
dayws’ wonder, and Louis XIIL, on his death-bed, named De 
Betz coadjutor. He preached in the cathedral of Notre Dame 
with eminent success. He has left no record of his pulpit 
eloquence behind him; but, if we may judge from the efiwt 
produced on the congregation, his discourse was eminently suc- 
cessful. Balzac (we mean not the modern writer of that name. 
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but the restorer of French prose) compares him to St. John 
Chrysostom. Be this, however, as it may, it was by theological 
discussion, by preaching, and by religious disputations, that he 
trained himself to that nervous and ready eloquence to which he 
had recourse in his conferences with the parliament and before 
the people. While thus preaching and teaching, at right and at 
left, Paul de Gondi was not insensible to the influence of money 
gifts upon the million. With a view to augment his popularity, 
he spread his largesses abroad on either band, loading himself 
with debts which he had no means to pay. When this excessive 
prodigality was imputed to him as a crime, his answer was clia- 
racteristic : * A mon age Cesar devait six fois plus que moi.’ But, 
despite this reckless prodigality, De Retz did not throw himself 
headlong into faction, lie refused to enter into the cabals of 
some adventurers against Mazarin, in wdiich the Duke of Beaufort 
allowed his name to be too freely used; and, in the first encounter 
between the parliament and the court, apf)carcfl only to look to the 
interests of Anne of Austria. But stung and goaded l}y an injustice, 
he entered with zest into faction. When Bronsscl was imprisoned, 
he ‘ descended into the streets,’ to use a modern f>hrase, m pontU 
Jicalihus, and, in his lawn sleeves, ran the greatest danger in 
calming the people. When he ])resentcd himself in the evening 
at court, the queen, addressing him, said, ‘ I \>us davez Hre fatiguv,; 
allcz vous reposcr,'^ De llctz heeded not the advice. 

Paris was the next day in arms, and Gondi, with the Duke of 
Beaufort, became the chief of the movement. But, in reality, 
the soul and centre of the Fronde was De Ktrtz. 

This is not the place, and we have not the .space or the leisure 
to write a history of the Frovde, but we may remark that in 
the midst of his thousand and one intrigues and clevernesses, 
no -man seemed to have confidence in the coadjutor lasbop as 
he was then called. Tlic moment the factions were icconeilcd, 
Gondi lost his influence and w'as disgraced. Tiic cleverest and 
ablest fellow among the ina.ss of clever a>id unj)rincipled men, 
the priest who held in bis bands the destinies of the monarchy 
was carried off by a amp dc main, and thrown into the Bastille in 
1652. From the Bastille he was transferred to the Castle of 
Nantes. Thence he escaped on horseback, but having been 
thrown from the animal on which he was placed, hi.s shoulder 
was put out, and the pain and inconvenience he suffered from 
this accident deprived him of the energy necessary to enter on 
a new career of faction. The remainder of De llelz’s active 
life was spent in journeying through Spain, through Italy, and 
through Flollaiid. Mazarin once dead, he consented to change 
the Archbishopric of Paris for the Abbey of St. Denis. Like all 
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the heroes and heroines of the Fronde, he appeared to resign 
himself to a quiet, if not to a devout life. He offered to surrender 
his cardinal’s hat and to retire among the Carthusians, but the 
Pope would not hear of this. It is certain that the cardinal did 
a better thing than resign his hat and purple stockings, for which 
he liad not the vainglorious jackdaw partiality of a Wiseman — 
that is to say, he honestly paid the debts which he had con- 
tracted, as a foolish and factious man and grand scignhir^ in 
the days of his hot and lusty prime. The Abbe Blache, 
indeed, in his memoirs, says that the offer of De Retz to resign 
his hat, was only a stratagem on the part of the cardinal to test the 
<lisposition of Louis XIV. towards him: for at the very time he 
had laid his resignation at the feet of his majesty, he had 
written to Rome not to take him at his word. This may be 
very true, and would not be a policy to be reprehended by a 
court which has not merely two faces and a mask when neces- 
smy, but also two weights and two measures. ‘ Even in our 
rushes live our wonted fires,’ and the hero of the Fronde still 
hoped to play a political part in so acting. But though Louis XIV. 
gave De Retz an audience, the monarch received his eminence 
coldly, and he had no influence on the inarch of events. It is 
true that when it was necessary to make an effort to cause a Pope 
to be elected favourable to France, Gondi was sent to Rome, and 
in the intrigues of the conclave he shone with a brilliant light. 
Intrepid and sagacious, De Retz vanquished all difficulties, and 
placed the tiara on the head of Clement IX. as he had in 1655 
succeeded in placing it on the head of Chigi, bcttcivknown under 
the title of Alexander VII. When Clement IX. died he again 
pr()ceed(^d to Rome and favoured the election of Clement X. It 
is singular that the thought of becoming pope did not enter into 
tile fertile brain of a man who had contributed to make so many 
po]ics. 

The memoirs ofDc Retz will live as long as the language and 
historj^ of France. They rise above all French memoirs what- 
ever. Their animated and vigorous style — their excellent por- 
traitures of character — their acute and brilliant remarks — their 
clearness, vividness, point and depth, place them far out of 
the domain of competition, ‘They are written,’ sa^^s Voltaire, 
* with an air of greatness, an impetuosity, and an inequality which 
‘are the image of his life; his expression, sometimes incorrect, 
‘ often negligent, but almost always original, recalls continually to 
‘ his readers what has so frequently been said of Cesar’s Commen- 
‘ taries, that he wrote with the same spirit that he carried on his 
‘ wars.’ The character and the style of the cardinal present 
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indeed the greatest resemblances. Eodem animo scripsit qua 
heUavit. 

‘The critical reflections of the Cardinal de Retz,’say« Chester- 
field, (himself a statesman and a politician,)^ arc equally accurate 
‘ and profound. They are not the studied reflections arising out 
‘ of a theoretical system, written without the experience of public 

* life. They are the reflections of a great genius, formed on a 

* long experience and a long habitude of affairs. They are legiti- 

* mate deductions drawn from events and not from simple specu- 
^lation.’ This is perfectly and literally true. The intelligence 
and sagacity the cardinal brings to bear on events — the penetra- 
tion he evinces in appreciating and discovering motives — tlie 
touch, at once delicate and strongly marked, with which he 
paints his portraits, are all separately wonderfiil — most unique 
in their combination. The politician, tlie moralist, the dramatic 
narrator, the artistical word-painter, are all united in the person 
of John Paul de Gondi. 

As a political moralist De Retz interlards his recital of events 
with sentences and maxims notunwortiiy of Ilochefoncault. He 
had thoroughly studied the political parties of his time, the 
caprices, whims, and passions of the public mind — the tactics of 
factions, of mobs, of corporate bodies, and of j)arlianicnts. He 
is an admirable narrator — clear, precise, and pointed, as the 
Lyndhurst of our own day, possessing all the courage, readiness, 
presence of mind and daring of our own ex-chancellor. In the 
days of the bamcadcs, wdien the combat still continued in the 
RuedeVArbre. Sec, Gondi appeared in the midst of the Frondcurs. 
Tor a moment the battle cciiscd, but only to recommence with 
renewed energy. Our hero was Iiit by a heavy missile, in the 
shape of a stone, which fairly felled liim. liaising himself, 
be found a musket aimed j)oint blank at his luckless head. 
^Ahi molheureux^ said the coadjutor, with infinite sung f raid, 
‘ Ahi malheureux, si ton pere fe voyait^ The man wdio was about 
to shoot him down fancied he had levelled his piece at an old 
friend of the family, and lowered his musket before the intended 
victim he was a moment before on the point of killing. Thus was 
his eminence saved by his great readiness and presence of mind. 
How true is ilic remark made by De Retz, ‘qu’il faillait presque 
autant de qualitespour etre chef de parti qiic pour etre enipcreiir.’ 

The spirit of cabal, of faction, of intrigue, of turbulence, was as 
ingrained in De Retz as in the Right Rev. father in God Henry 
Philpotts, Bishop of Exeter. The President Henault says, ^11 
aiinait rintriguc pour intriguer;’ and then he calls him ‘ esptit 
hardi, delie, vaste, et iin peu romanesque.’ Summing up his 
character, he says, ‘ he w'as as vain, more daring, and less honest 
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than Cicero ‘ enfin plus d’esprit, moins grand et moins m^chant 
que Catilina.’ There is unquestionably some truth in these 
pointed and antithetical phrases, for De Retz described, in lan- 
guage worthy of Sallust, scenes in which he acted not unlike 
Catiline. 

When he became Abbe of St. Denis, De Retz made constant 
visits to Paris. He passed his time in the society of Madame de 
Sevigne and some of the most celebrated literary men and greatest 
geniuses of that day. ‘ Nous tachons,’ says Madame de Sevigne, 
‘ d’amuser notre bon cardinal. Corneille lui a lu une piece qui 
^ sera jouee dans qiiclque temps, et qui fait souvenir dcs aiiciennes. 
‘ Moliere lui lira satnedi Trissotin, qui est unc forte plaisante 

* chose; Desproaux lui donnera son Lulrin ct sa Poetique; 
' voila tout ce qu’on peut faire pour son service.’ The friendliest 
relations subsisted between the ancient Frondcur and the illus- 
trious lady letter- writer. Not once, but fifty times, does she 
speak ‘ de son chcr cardinal.* In returning from Brittany or 
Provence his was tlie house at which Madame de Sevigne loved 
to tarry: ^ Je verrai ce soir,’ she says, ^ notre cardinal. II veut 
‘bicii quo je passe une heure ou deux chez lui avant qu’il 
‘se coiichc.* In writing to her loved daughter, Madame de 
Grignan, she says, he chcr cardinal vans a presque effacee. Again, 
later, she remarks, ‘ Je serais fachee de mourir sans embrasser 
encore unc fois cette eminence.* 

Bo.s.si:iel;, in his Oraisou Funebre du Chancclier le Tellier, 
and liii Uoucbcfoucauld in his Memoirs, have, as well as the 
President lleiiault, traced the portrait of the infexplicable and 
wonderful Gondi. The sketch of La Rochefoucauld is that of an. 
unfriendly limner, yet it contains some truths, as will be evident 
by the following short extracts : — 

‘ II a unc grande presence d*esprit; et il fait tellement tourner ^ 
son avantage les occasions quo la fortune lui offre, qu*il semble qu*il 
les ait prevuca ct desirees. La retraite qu’il vient de faire est la plus 
eclatante et la plus fausse action de sa vie, uii sacriiice qu’il fait a son 
orgucil sous pretexte dc devotion: il quitte la cour oil il ne i>eut 
s’attacher, et il s’eloigne du monde qui s’eloignc de lui.’ 

There are many resemblances between the characters of De 
Retz and of Talleyrand. Some are ingeniously pointed out by 
M. P. Dupiiy. ‘ Let us suppose,’ says he, ‘ Talleyrand coadjutor 
‘ of Paris in 1648, Do you think his conduct would have widely 
^differed from that of De Retz? Again, suppose Gondi bishop 
‘ of Autun in 1789, he too would have celebrated the mass of the 

* Champ de Mars; he too would have held the infant liberties of 
‘ France in the baptismal font ; he too would have sung their 
‘ requiem : minister of Bonaparte, he too would have made of 

K 2 
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‘ him a Napoleon ; minister of Napoleon, he too would have re- 
‘ made a Bonaparte. Ultimately, he too would have been one of 
* the principal authors of the restoration ; and, towards the close 
‘ of his days, possibly would have sunk into the place of grand 
‘ chambellan de France.’ 

All that was mortal of De Retz passed away on the 24th of 
August, 1679; but, as we said before, his memoirs will live as 
long as the French language and literature shall endure. 

We have now gone over an epoch of about three centuries 
and a lialf, from the reign of Philip VL to the end of the reign 
of Louis XI II., and yet our task is not half accomplished. Of 
man}' valuable memoirs, such as those of Saulx de Tavannes, 
Cheverny, De Thou, president a morticr of the parliament of 
Paris, of Villeroi, Scrctairc dcs Cominandements de Charles IX., 
of L’Estoile and Duplessis de Moriuiy, we have not spoken. 
Within the compass of a sheet and a half, or within two or three 
sheets, it is not possible to give more than a bird’s-eye view of a 
literature so rich in chronicles and memoirs as that of France, 
The theme is a fertile and inviting one, and we shall resume it 
in our next number, including in our sketch some names omitted 
from the j)resent paper. In handling such a subject, it expantls 
under the least fertile pen, for there are ‘ diggings’ in this field 
equal to those of California or Australia, ay, equal in metal 
without alloy. 
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Aht. V. — 1. Records of the Scliod of Mines and of Scimce applied to 
the Arts. Vol. 1. Part 1. Published by order of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her M^yesty’s Treasury. Longman and Co. 

2. The First Report of the Commissioners for the Exhibition of 1851. 

To the Right Hon. Spencer Horatio Walpole, &c. &c., one of Her 
Majesty’s IMncipal Secretaries of State. 

3. History of Adult Education.^ in which is comprised a Foil and 

Complete History of the Mechanic^ mid Literary Institutions^ 
Athenceunis^ Mutual Improv&menl Societies, Literary Unions, ^c. 

of Great Britain, Ireland, and America. By J. W. Hudson, 
Pii. I)., Secretary of the Manchester A themeum. Longman and Co. 

4. Lectures delivered before live Society of Arts on the Residts of the Great 

Exhibition at the Suggestion of H.R.H. Prince Albert. David 
Bogue. 

5. A Catalogue of the Articles of Ornamental Art, sdected from the 

Exhibition of the Worhs of Industry of All Nations in 1851, amd 
purclifised by the Goveimment. Published for the Department of 
J’ractical Art, by Cluijimaii and Hall. 

C. Official,, Descriptive, ami Illustrated Catalogue of the Great Exhibition 
of the Works of Industry of all Natiom. By Authority of the 
Royal C<nnmissioii. Spicer and Clowes. 

7. Report of Conference between the Society of Arts and the Representa- 

tives of Literary and Scientific Institutions and Mccha/rvlcd Insti- 
tutes on \Wt. May, 1852. 

8. Tlir Introductory Lectures delivet'ed at the Opening of New College, 

Loudon. Jackson and Walford. • 

It is ever interesting to trace the progress of human knowledge, 
and to note the new a])plications of the truths which man elicits 
from nature, to aid his advancement and increase his pleasures. 
As life is manifested by pulsation and vital energy b}' impulsive 
throbs, so mental progress is indicated by undulations, and every 
great advance appears as the line of light gilding the crest of a 
tidal wave ; which, in obedience to universal law, moves forward 
by a series of successive elevations and depressions. 

At one period we find the human mind exercising itself in wild 
and poetical imaginings, and explaining the wondrous operations 
of nature by tlie existence of spiritual influences, which are 
idealized, in obedience to the prevailing superstitions of the time. 
At another period, we discover man employing his senses in 
diligently seeking out the truth, and, by close observation, 
endeavouring to detect the secret g^rings of the phenomena 
which have attracted his attention. In the first epoch we have 
a poetical, in the second a mechanical philosophy. Eventually, 
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the necessities of civilization impel every thinker to study the 
means of applying the powers of nature to do man service, and 
to mould the organic and the inorganic kingdoms to meet the 
necessities of human life. In each condition the elements of 
progress may be observed, but in the combined operation of the 
three, wc discover the greatest exaltation of human intelligence, 
and consequently the more rapid advancement of art and manu- 
facture among nations. 

Never was the desire for intellectual advancement more 
strongly expressed than it is at the present time : the expression, 
however, indicates but one line of direction, and that is, the useful 
applications of science. Chemistry and electricit}'^ have produced, 
and are still producing, the most remarkable revolutions which 
the world has ever witnessed ; and heat and light are, by the 
magic spell of science, compelled to minister to the useful, and 
create the beautiful, at the solicitation of man, the evocator. From 
what we have done, wc are led to believe we may do more. We 
pass our words over the land with the velocity of the thought. 
We will not allow the sea to check us, and the British and the 
Irish Channels are made to hold the conductors whicli convey 
our lightning messenger. Already we talk of spreading our 
wires on the bed of the vast Atlantic; of uniting Europe with 
America: wc contemplate an electric communication with 
Hindostaii: perhaps, even now, there arc dreams of sf)anning 
the bed of the Pacific Ocean — of actually girdling the ‘ great 
globe itself;’ and thus, by the agency of a physical force, of 
chaining in one bond the entire human family. We go fast in 
these modern days. Express trains arc running on other lines 
than tlie railways of Birmingham and Bristol. Human thought, 
propelled at high pressure, strives to achieve, in a short day, 
more than was done in a long life by our ancestors. There is, 
we fear, overmuch excitement in our mental progress, and while 
boasting of our rapid flights, we forget that we have passed many 
a bright spot unnoticed. 

It becomes important that we slacken speed — that we 
observe, instead of speculate, or the wreck of our hopes will be 
the result of our rapid racci The Great Exhibition appeared 
the culminating point of one great epoch in the history of man’s 
industry. Never was there any human gathering in which was 
manifested so strongly the mighty influences of an overruling 
Providence. Wlien before were all the nations of the earth to 
have been persuaded to exhibit their works of industry, and dis- 
play the results of each successful effort of thought ? Not in the 
times of Egyptian sovereignty, of Grecian sway, or Roman 
8ii|Hremacy. Certainly not in the days of a Charlemagne, or in 
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those of the Norman conqueror. In the days of the Plantaf^enets 
it could not have been — the Protectorate of Cromwell could not 
have achieved this tiisk. Under the mild sway of an illustrious 
lady, and at the whisper of the prince consort, the ends of the 
earth awake, and, in honourable emulation, lay at the feet of 
Engfland's queen their triumphs over nature, and submit their 
works to the judgment of her juries. This wonderful phenomenon 
has become the matter of history; but the greatest results, the 
indirect influences of the mighty gathering, are only now begin- 
ning to be manifest amongst us. In the passages of the Crystal 
Palace, the hard-liandcd mechanic learnt the lesson of his 
deficiencies as a workman ; and the man of thought saw the points 
in which the English manufacturer fell short of excellence. Hence 
there has arisen on the one hand a desire to learn, and on the 
other a willingness to instruct. But then a problem of somewhat 
difficult solution presents itself on both sides — IIow shall the 
mass of busy workmen learn? How can an industrial education 
be diffused ? 

The surplus fund of the Great Exhibition, amounting to at 
least 150,000/., it is now decided by Prince Albert and the 
royal commissioners, shall be devoted to a system of industrial 
instruction. A metropolitan centre is to be formed, which will, 
it is lioped, ramify into every section of the land. The surplus 
fund, however, large as it is, cannot effect all this ; the nation 
must aid in the great work, and that aid, we have sufficient evi- 
dence to show, will be given ungrudgingly. 

Sections of this industrial institution already exist. We have 
the Museum of Practical (ieology teaching all the methods by 
which the inorganic world is moulded to man’s use ; and in the 
Government School of Mines a system of purely practical 
instruction is successfully going forward. The lectures given at 
this establishment to working men are another pleasing evidence 
that our government is awakening to the necessity of practical 
education. In the Museum of Practical Botany at Kew is the 
interesting nucleus of a most important illustration of the value of 
the vegetable kingdom to man. And in the Museum of Practical 
Art, recently opened in Marlborough House, we have well- 
selected illustrations of the art of design and of the philosophy 
of harmonious colouration, obtained chiefly by purchase from the 
Great Exhibition. These establishments will be brought to 
bear, each one in its speciality, on the grand scheme of indus- 
trial instruction to which the Great Exhibition has given rise ; 
and though at present occupying different localities, they will 
work with a common object, and in reality represent several 
members of one body. Again, the Society of Arts, zealous in 
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the good work which they have hitherto performed so well, 
plans a system of statistical record which must be of the greatest 
value in a commercial country like England, and they are 
attempting a system of union amongst the Mechanics* and 
Literary Institutions, which shall in every way enlarge their 
scale of usefulness, and lead to the improvement of those upon 
whom rests the production of increased efficiency in the imple- 
ments and machines upon which the perfection oi British manu- 
factures depends. 

The influences of this movement have penetrated the almost 
monastic seclusion of our ancient universities, and the report of 
the Oxford University Commission is a most important docu- 
ment, proving that enlarged and liberal views of education arc 
taking possession of those high places of learning which have 
hitherto confined their attention to the dignity of classic lore, 
exclusive of those subjects which are of the first importance to a 
commercial and manufacturing peo])le. Let it not be supposed 
for a moment that we have any desire to banish IJorncr or 
Horace from the schools, and set up Bacon and Bcrzclins in 
their places ; but we are daily taught by the necessities of our 
position in the ranks of civilization, that we must learn to know 
things as well as v:ords, and that a natural education must take 
its place by the side of that system of tuition which is especially 
artificiaL Professor Edward Forbes, in his introductory lecture 
at the opening of the Government School of Mines, has the 
following excellent remarks on this subject, which, although 
applied in this instance to natural history, may be applied with 
yet greater force to chemistry and the ])hysieal sciences, involved 
as they are in every kind of manufacture and each branch of 
practical mechanics. 

* The value of natural history as an educational science has been 
hut partially recognised in Britain. In our schools and colleges the 
chief cultivation has been directed to the nurture and training of the 
memory, the reasoning po^vers, and taste, not alw'ays by the most 
judicious methods.’ Observation, a faculty upon the correct exercise 
of which the value of the others in a great measure must depend, has 
been neglected, or even entirely ignored. Yet to observe truly, to 
note accurately, are surely qualities of essential importance to the well- 
being and future prospects of every youth. The successful progress 
of a man through life, the weight attached to his statements, must, in 
a great measure, depend upon them. The simplest, easiest, and most 
beneficial method of cultivating the observing powers, lies in the 
acquirement of the methods and practice of the natural history 
sciences. Ignorance alone could have excluded them from recognised 
courses of education. Though partly taught in some of our univer- 
sities, it is, as branches of knowledge, usually in connexion with the 
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enlightened profession of medicine, and not on account of their value 
in educational training. Of late, however, there has been a tendency 
to rectify this. Oxford and Cambridge have recognised, in theory at 
least, the right of natural history to share in their honours. Their 
younger sister, London, wdth the timidity of youth, has hesitated to 
pronounce in its favour. In the metropolitan colleges, and the 
univer.silies of Scotland and Ireland, the natural history sciences are 
taught by able professors; but the total number of their uiiprofes.sional 
disciples is small, and cannot be said to be increasing. In scliools of 
lesser grade they assume, when professed to he taught at all, the form of 
intellectual recreations, not that of exercises and strengtheners of the 
mind of the pupil. The time, I trust, will yet come when every 
student will be required to educate his observing powers through the 
agency of these delightful branches of stud3\ 

‘ The earliest efforts of infant intellect are directed towards the 
observation of natural objects. Animals, plants, minerals, are collected, 
by tlie schoolboy, wlio delights to note llieir shape and qualities, and 
rudely to compare and classify. l»ut the thirst for natural knowledge 
thus ftarly and unmistakeably manifestc;d is rudely quenched by un- 
palatable draughts of scholastic lore., administered too often by a taste- 
less pedagogue, who, blind to the indications of a true course of 
education, thus plainly pointed out by human nature, developing itself 
according to the laws of its own God-given constitution, prunes and 
trims, binds and crain])S the youthful intellect into traditional and 
fantastic shapes, even as the gardeners of a past age tortured shrubs 
and trees into monstrous outlines, vainly fancying to improve their 
aspect, arresting the growth of the spreading boughs and the budding 
of the clustering foliage, mistaking an unhealtby formality for beauty. 
Far be it from me to disparage the educational valuewof the glorious 
literature of Greece and Rome, or to withhold due honour from the 
many able and learned men who give dignity to their profession as 
educators. To them I would appeal for the rectifying of the evils of a 
one-sided education. I would implore them, in the name of Aristotle, 
the greatest of naturalists and most admirable of observers, — bow 
great other\vi.se none know better tlian they do — to avail themselves 
of that science upon which he laid .so much stn'ss, and, through it, to 
cultivate those tracts of the mind of youth that now lie fallow and 
unproductive .* — Uncord of the School of Mines. 

Such are the evidences of the operation of that feeling, so 
strong as to be apparently irresistible, which is now manifesting 
itself in a general expression of the pressing necessity for the 
immediate adoption of a grand system of industrial instruction. 

Industrial Instruction — do we attach a correct meaning to 
the term? Do we all agree, at least, in giving the same defini- 
tion to the expression so generally adopted? These arc ques- 
tions which it is important to ask, because we feel that the 
thinking public are not furnbhed with sufficient evidence to 
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enable them to determine. Having examined with great care 
all that has been written and much that has been said upon this 
subject, we are compelled to confess ourselves still unable to 
define, with that exactness which we could desire, the object it is 
proposed to comprehend. We know that a class of earnest and 
honest men advocate the establishment of great training schools, 
in which instruction in every variety of handicraft shall be given 
by those best qualified to impart such knowledge. Excellent as 
is the idea, we do not conceive it to be possible, at present, 
to carry it out, and the failure of the plan in mechanics’ institu- 
tions must not be forgotten. Again, we find another class who, 
fearing that the labour of instructing the adult p()y>ulation would 
not be advantageously employed upon those whose habits were 
fixed, and thoughts already bent into some definite direction, 
propose to devote all their energies and all the appliances they 
can bring to aid them, in giving to the young the necessary 
scientific education for enabling them to avail themselves of its 
discoveries. The importance of this no one can deny, and every 
year improves the system of education which we adopt for our 
children. 

There is still another section warmly advocating industrial 
instruction, but who aj>pear to limit it to a system of adult 
education by lectures of a popular, though practical character, 
not very dissimilar from the present practice of a well-conducted 
mechanics’ institution. On this point we may quote a passage 
or two from the published letter of Mr. Uarry Chester, to the 
Society of Arts: — 

‘ The Exhibition has given us some very significant hints that it is 
not only the education of our poor children that needs to be improved; 
high and low, rich and poor, old and young, have all an education 
question to be solved, have all a very real mid urgent need of know- 
ledge, and of a knowledge of that kind which a literary and scientific 
education, if fully developed, is well calculated to assist in affording.’ 

Mr. Harry Chester then intimates that certain experiments 
carried out by the Highgate Institution, particularly in reference 
to cottage gardens and allotments, have been eminently success- 
ful, and then proceeds: — 

* I need not point out how rapid a progress would be made, in all 
parts of the country, in improving the dwellings of the poor, in sanitary 
measures and in the use of scientific inventions, if the local institutions 
throughout the kingdom could be led systematically to aim at those 
very important objects. Questions also of political economy (not 
politics) and social law, 1 conceive, should be treated in the theatre of 
these institutions. How much the passing of useful laws would be 
facilitated if this were the case ! Not to be tedious, 1 would instance 
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the laws of partnership, of bankruptcy, of patents, of master aiid 
servant, as suitable for discussion by competent persons in such 
places. And again, how little ore the great mass of the middle classes 
acquainted with the useful inventions which {e.g.) receive medals 
from the Society of Arts ! Why should not these be systematically 
introduced to the notice of the institutions?* 

Tlie large number which appeared to accept, in general termsy 
Mr. H. Chester’s idea may be inferred from the numerous 
attendance of delegates at the conference on the 18th of May, 
when 300 men from all parts of the country, representing 
mechanics’ and other institutions, met and dined together. We 
shall presently examine, with some minuteness, the movement 
of the Society f>f Arts towards improving the efficiency of the 
institutions of the United Kingdom. With these clissimilar 
views — all leading, it is admitted, to a common end — is it not to 
be feared that much of that usefidness which would result from 
a combined movement upon a well-defined object will be lost ? 
Even the most zealous friends of the movement to which our 
attention is now directed may, by creating dissimilar interests, 
produce a conflict whicli may defeat the objects intended. Let 
all the advocates of the cstablisliincnt of a great national system 
of industrial instruction confer together. Let it be fairly deter- 
mined what plan shall be adopted, so that we have no division of 
interests. The establishment of a museum is quite decided on 
by the royal commissioners, the nucleus being formed by the 
collection given by the exhibitors at the conclusion of the Great 
Exhibition, which is for the present lodged in • Kensington 
Palace. Wc have already stated the existence of three national 
establishments similar in their character — tilts Practical Museums 
of Geology and Botany and the Museum of Practical Art. These 
must not Jong exist as separate establishments. We already see 
in the collection at Marlborough House and in that in Jermyn- 
street articles similar in character. Metal manufacture and pro- 
ductions originating in any raw material forming a portion of the 
earth’s surfiice, naturally belong to the Museum of Practical 
Geology ; and we find in this collection glass, porcelain, and 
ordinary pottery, with a very fair exemplification of the history 
of these particular manufactures. The metals in every state — 
from the raw material, or ore, as taken from the mine, to the 
most perfect piece of cutlery, or the most artistic bronze — have 
here a place. The catalogue of * the articles of ornamental art’ 
purchased by the Government for the department of practical art, 
instructs us that the Marlborough House collection contains ‘silver 
and iron utensils;’ ‘oxidised silver caskets;’ ‘hunting-knife’ 
(purchased at the great price of 200/.) ; ‘ chimney* piece — terra 
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cotta ‘ cast-metal candlesticks ;* ' flower vase and ‘ tiles for 
walls and stoves,* &c. Beyond these there are numerous 
articles in electro-plate, and bronzes, all which belong to, and 
are to be found in, the Museum of Practical Geology. 

We do not for one moment deny the advantages which arc to 
be derived by the students of the Schools of Design from the 
collection of the finest productions of art — manufacture and 
works of the highest art There is a peculiar condition ol 
mind induced by the study of the truly beautiful, which tends to 
correct those irregularities of taste which are too frequently 
induced by the necessity — as it is thought to be on the part of 
the manufacturer — of catering to that desire for novelty which 
tlie public express. The School of St. Peter, at Lyons, was 
founded about the middle of the last century expressly for the 
instruction of draftsmen engaged in preparing patterns for the 
silk manufacture of that city. The school was disorganized, but 
by a decree of Napoleon it was restored. It then became an 
academy of fine art, to w'hich, as a subordinate l)ranch, the study 
of design for silk manufacture was attached. On this Mr. Dyce 
remarks, in his report on Foreign Schools of Design : — 

‘It appears that, on this account, all the students who enter the 
school commence as if they intended to become artists in the higher 
sense of the word, and it is not till they have completed their exercises 
in the drawing and painting of the iigure from the antiipje and the 
living model, that they arc called upon to decide wiiether their future 
pursuits shall tend towards design for industry, or the production of 
works of tine art. This circumstance, among others, to which I shall 
Lave reason afterwards to allude, will account for the well-known fact, 
that the same individuals in France are frequently engaged in both 
pursuits. 

‘ In a review of the method of instruction adopted in the school of 
Lyons, so far as it is connected with manufacture, it appears to me to 
exhibit the true principle on which a school of design ought to be 
constituted, whether it confine itself to one branch of industry, or 
extend its operations over the whole field of ornamented manufacture.’ 

At the same time, however, as we admit the importance ol 
collecting such objects as those we have named, we cannot bul 
express ourselves strongly on the fact of creating two national 
establishments for the exhibition of the same class of manufac- 
tures. The ptiblic good — the instruction of the public in 
‘ practical art,’ or in * science applied to the arts’ — is the pro- 
fessed object of each establishment, and the completeness oi 
either will be prevented if they both occupy the same ground. 
There is ample room for the exertions of both sections, but thej 
must have a common object in their labours. What we think 
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necessary is, the amalgamation of such collections as those of the 
museums of Marlborough House, Kew Gardens, and Jcrmyn- 
street, into one grand display of manufactures in its widest 
acceptation. 

In examining the operations of any central school of instruc- 
tion, we are at once struck with a difficulty, which applies with 
equal force to the ‘ Government School of Mines,’ and to the 
‘ Department of Practical Art,’ and to the ‘ Schools of Design.’ 
Even supposing the education given in these establishments free 
of all — or at a merely nominal — charge, the expense incurred by 
the required residence in the metropolis presents a barrier to 
their usefulness. The establishment of branch institutions in 
particular localities will meet the difficulty but in part ; since it 
is impossible to bring the advantages home to every man’s door ; 
some will still be left to incur the cost and inconvenience of 
living from home. 

We have been led to understand that local schools of mines 
arc about to be established in several mining districts — that these 
will be in some way connected with the central institution, and 
that the students of most intelligence in these w'ill be, from time 
to time, drafted to the metro])olitan school, the expenses of 
education, &c., being defrayed by scholarships. Of these we 
have the first example set in the establishment, by tlic autho- 
rity of her Majesty, of the Duke of Cornwall’s exhibitions, to be 
competed for by examinations of the matriculated students of 
the School of Mines at the termination of their first year’s 
course. These have this year been awarded to Mr. Blanford 
and Mr. K. Hunt, two of the students of the Government 
School. 13y a large extension of these exhibitions it may be 
possible to reduce the difficulties to which we have alluded to a 
minimum. 

The J^cole des Mines of Paris m»ay be quoted as an example of 
the successful working of a mining college remote from a mining 
district ; and in the lectures which were given by the professors 
at the opening of our Government School of Mines, the advan- 
tages of that knowledge to the practical miner, metallurgist, and 
manufacturer which was not to be obtained independently of a 
rudimentary scientific education, were ably dealt with. 

Sir Henry De la Beche, in his inaugural address, says: — 

* Let it not for a moment, however, be inferred that we do not 
regard practical knowledge as of the highest importance, even in cases 
where those jmssessing it may not also possess the power of satis- 
factorily analyzing it. Facts brought to light by practice, are to 
general progress that which experiments are to experimental philo- 
sophy: they have to be properly explained by the best methods 
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at command, after they hare been satisfactorily proved to be 
facts; a matter of no slight importance, seeing that so many things, 
so termed, are not such. We only desire that all interested 
should have the power to discriminate between sound and unsound 
views, so far as existing knowledge may be available — taking 
all care not to neglect or depreciate the information afibrded by those 
whose opportunities may not have suflicienlly advanced their power 
to analyze and extend it. We should recollect how rapidly the 
science of our time has increased among the most instructed, and with 
it the power of its extension and application in directions not dreamt 
of by our forefathers. As some reason, right or wrong, is sure to be 
assigned for every practice, it is most important that those con- 
nected with it should possess tbe existing knowledge upon which it 
rests. It becomes a national duty to assist in collecting tliat know- 
ledge for them, esp(^cially when widely scattered. For the purposes 
contemplated at this establishnient, facts, bearing ujxoii tlie teaching 
proposed, are to be sought far and wide, among various other nations, 
as well as in our own. That there is an increasing feeling among 
those most interested, that successfully to apply a science requires both 
a knowledge of that science and of the sulyect to which it is to be 
applied, and that wherever there is a want (or promoting the com- 
bined information it should be supplied, our daily experience shows. ’ 

* Those whose duties or inclinations take them among our industrial 
population, can scarcely fail to observe how much the term practical 
is becomirjg appreciated in its true sense. Indeed, the difficulties 
which the instructed in that population have to contend with from the 
uninstructed, can scarcely otherwise than lead to corrrxit views on this 
head. It is the duty of all to assist in affording to those wliose minds 
are alive to every application of knowledge, the power to acquire that 
which they are desirous of applying, so that they may possess the 
means of analyzing their practice successfully for general progress and 
the public good. The more real knowledg(^ is diffused, the more will 
effective practice be increased. Science and practice are not antago- 
nistic, they are mutual aids. The one advances with tbe other. 
Civilization advances science, view'ed in all its strictness and height; 
and science, by its applications, advances civilization. Steadily bear- 
ing in mind these trutlis, as we conceive them to be, it wdll be our 
earnest endeavour at this institution to be useful, as far as our powers 
and abilities may permit, in promoting the progress of those for whom 
our teaching has especial reference; trusting, at the .same time, to 
supply a national want, and, by so doing, assist in advancing the 
general good of our country .’ — Records of School of Mines, 

We have already a central school of design, less efficient than 
it should be, and numerous local schools deriving some advantage 
from the metropolitan centre. Similar establishments might 
created in tbe manufacturing and mining districts, placed under 
the general superintendence of the Government School of Mines 
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and of Science applied to the Arts, which might thus be made to 
fulfil a great mission of usefulness. 

As we have already said, every educational institution now 
recognises the necessity of practical scientific instruction; and, 
in most of them, we find special appointments for lectures, and 
other means of imparting a knowledge of natural philosophy. 

The remarks of Dr. l.<ankester, on the opening of New Col- 
lege, London, have much import in them. They convincingly 
show tliat even those to whom the charge of instructing for the 
ministry of the gospel is committed, are alive to the advantages 
to be derived from the study of the natural seicnces. 

* Although the importance of the study of the natural sciences is 
now too generally recognised to need a formal defence, yet the recent 
institution of a chair of natural history in New College may be 
regarded as a favourable occasion for vindicating their claim as part 
of a sound general education, as well as considering their connexion 
with theological studies. That the various branches of knowledge 
comprehended under the term natural history, have not been more 
generally made parts of a complete education, may be accounted for 
by the fact of their recent rapid development, and the almost entire 
ignorance, of them amongst tlie Greeks and Romans from whom we 
have derived tlie elements of our early civilization. 

* We must not, however, regard either their recent devclopement, or 
the want of knowledge of them amongst the nations of antiquity, as 
prools of their valiielessness, as means for a complete general education. 
The reason of the late development of the inductive sciences, as com- 
pared with the knowledge of language, and the rules of abstract 
science, will bo found in tlieir own nature. The child iicquircs much 
earlier the habit of using language, and the properties of numbers, than 
the habit of observing and arranging the facts of external nature. So, 
amongst the nations of antiquity, language and mathematics early 
attained a perfeertion which has ever since rendered them the readiest 
instruments of education. 

* * * * « 

‘ Constituted as English society is at the present day, it ought not 
to be a matter of indifference as to whether the observing powers of 
the mind are rightly trained. Much of the greatness of this country, 
and her power of exercising good and evil influences, depends on the 
development of her material resources, those very resources which it 
is the function of natural science to contemplate as the facts for its 
general principles. It is only as England derives increased aid from 
the chemist, the natural pliilosopher, the anatomist, the botanist, that 
she can maintain her manufactures and her commerce. It is only as 
she increases her wealth by these, that leisure can be afforded from 
necessary labour, whereby the mind can be cultivated, the feelings 
directed, and the blessings of religion and civilization be felt through- 
out ail ranks of society.* — CoUege Introductory L&dures. 
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We have now given, from dissimilar sources, the evidences 
which prove the growing feeling that English industry must be 
properly sustained by industrial instruction. Great as our ad- 
vances in the arts of peace have been, we have learnt from the 
Great Exliibition that there are numerous points in which we 
are inferior to the foreigner, and in some, as in the principles of 
design, and the science of coloured harmony, we arc lamentably 
ignorant With a view to instruct us upon those points in which 
we have a great lesson to learn; Prince Albert suggested to the 
Society of Arts a series of lectures, in which the remarkable 
features of each section of the Exhibition should be clearly 
brought forward; peculiarities of manufacture or construction 
considered, and the direction in which the efforts for imj)rovc- 
merit should be made clearly pointed out. 

Although these lectures were, for the most part, undertaken 
by men of eminence, the object for which they were instituted 
appears to have been, hi almost every case, lost sight ofj aud tiicy 
are little more than catalogues, with enlarged annotations, of the 
Exhibition ; many of them being, indeed, just the rejiorts of the 
jurors, and nothing more. There arc a few excci)tions to this — 
but they arc indeed very few. One fact we gather from them, 
and that is the importance with which every lecturer regards the 
establishment of industrial schools. We might make many selec- 
tions in proof of this, but wc prefer confining ourselves to one 
passage from the lecture of Mr. Hensman, who so ably superin- 
tended that section of the Exhibition which was devoted to 
machinery. ^ 

‘ With regard to the question of industrial schools now much talked 
of, it is quite evident that among our mechanics tlnu’e is often a very 
great want of sound information, and any means that will impart this 
to them will be attended with great good; but in ray own experience, 
I find that few people give time in the day to it, and among those who 
devote the evening to the purpose of study, technical instruction is 
generally neglected by them for the more amusing pursuits of litera- 
ture. This will be found the case in mechanics’ institutions generally, 
where, of all places, we might expect to find it otherwise; and in the 
few cases where mechanical science is studied by those engaged in 
engineering, mechanical publications seem more in demand than 
lectures. Unlike chemistry in its laboratory, or design in its schools, 
useful practice cannot be followed out, except on so large a scale that 

the factory or out-of-doors works are the only means available 

For these reasons, in any industrial schools that may be established, I 
think it will be found that for some time to come, so far as engineering 
is concerned, money wiU be better laid out in the library than the 
lecture room; and, indeed, with a few bright exceptions, we have not 
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many men who possess both the will and the power to keep an audience 
constantly attentive on these subjects. Since the foregoing paragraph 
was written, the lectures to working men at the Museum of Practical 
Geology have begun, and admission is obtained at a very low rate. I 
am informed that they are very fully attended, and I sincerely hope 
that they may bo successful.* 

This is the expression of an opinion on mechanics' institutions 
by one of themselves — a man thoroughly "acquainted with the 
wants of the class of mechanical engineers, and other artisans ; 
and is therefore, as such, of much importance. 

This leads us to the consideration of the movement of the 
Society of Arts, with a view to the improvement of the condition 
of Literary and Scientific Institutions, Mechanics' Institutes, &c. 
Mr. Harry Chester truly says, ^ There is now scarcely a town, or 
^ considerable village, which has not its institution under some 

* form and name ; but, with very rare exceptions, the institutions 
‘ are generally in a languishing condition, both as to funds and 

* as to usefulness. I do not mean to assert that they arc of no 
‘ use, but merely that they arc not half as useful as they might be.* 

On the 18th of May a conference between the Society of Arts 
and the representatives of the institutions took pface — ^the 
Marquis of Lansdowne in the chair ; several members of both 
houses of Parliament, some dignitaries of the church, and many 
scientific men being also present. About three hundred dele- 
gates attended; thus, by their presence, admitting the fact that 
ail improvement was required. The Marquis of Lansdowne, 
Earl Granville, Mr. Strutt, of Derby, the Bishop oP Oxford, the 
Earl of Harrowby, the Right Hon. T. Milner Gibson, Mr. Joseph 
Hume, and the very reverend the Dean of St. Paul’s, addressed 
the assembly as movers and seconders of resolutions. Of these, 
but little need be said, although it appears to us to argue a nar- 
rowness of view on the part of the framers of such a resolution as 
that which was put in the hands of the Bishop of Oxford, to the 
effect, that these popular institutions were ^ calculated to promote 
the interests of religion and morality.’ Well might the Bishop of 
Oxford express a doubt whether it was necessary to maintain the 
proposition, and exclaim — 

‘ My lord, I am not one of those — I hope their number is 
rapidly .diminishing — ^who have any secret or unexpressed suspicion 
that there is any opposition between religion and the advancement of 
literature and science. 1 am not of those who believe that ignorance 
bas any tendency towards giving people that greatest blessing, that 
they should be a religious nation. If religion be the heavenly gift 
from God, whereby man, that highly composite OJ*eatioD, is to be 
cultivated in his intellect, in his conscience, in his reasonable soul, to 
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the highest amount to which he can bear cultivation, there can be in 
the nature of things no contradicti<m between that which is to cultivate 
to the highest one set of faculties, and that which raises his other 
faculties to their proper pitch; nay, rather the highest development 
of the M'^hole man must depend upon the equal application to him of 
all these several powers.* 

This movement of the Society of Arts, started with a flourish 
of such trumpets, promises to pass away without eifecting much 
to beneiit the institutions of the country. The Exhibition was 
a great triumph to the Society of Arts, and in consequence there 
is now a little grandiloquence in all its attempts. There is no 
doubt but its intentions arc good, but in several of its schemes it 
is evident that trusting to the Micawber system of hoping ^ that 
something would turn up,’ rather than digesting carefully its 
plans, has been the hazardous rule. 

When we read, in Mr. Harry Chester’s letter, which first 
awakened the Society of Arts to the wants of literary and scientific 
institutions, a suggestion for connecting them ‘ with the British 

* Museum, the Association for the Advancement of Science, the 

* Geological, Botanical, Zoological, and other societies, whose 

* objects may fairly be considered to come within the scope of 
‘the institutions,’ it is evident that gentleman rests in perfect 
ignorance of the constitution of these establishments, and of the 
organization of mechanics’ and other institutions in general. 
This gentleman, the president of the Highgatc institution, has 
been, without doubt, actuated by the most earnest feeling to 
effect a great good: and being a man of business habits, and 
much energy of character, he succeeded in organizing the con- 
ference, and giving it an appearance of dignity. But witli the 
expression of the opinions of the noblemen and gentlemen pre- 
sent in favour of a system of instruction by popular lectures, the 
business may be said almost to close. 

It is true there is a committee appointed by the Society of 
Arts for working a union of institutions; hut, up to the present 
moment, there is no appearance of a plan by which such an 
union can be worked. It is important we should examine the 
conditions of these institutions, and the difficulties by which they 
are surrounded. There are about 750 institutions in the United 
Kingdom hearing the names of Literary and Scientific Institu- 
tions, Mechanics’ Institutes, Athenmums, Mental Improvement 
Societies, and the like. 

The mechanics’ institutions were originally established for the 
instruction of working men in the arts they practise, and in those 
branches of science which are applied more particularly to the 
manufectores in the locality of the institutions. This has been 
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a complete failure, the object sought has not been realized in a 
single instance, and the mechanics’ institutions have passed out 
of the hands of the artisans, and become the meeting places of 
the better middle classes. Lectures were at one time very 
popular, and they were then given in courses, and, to a great 
extent, were instructive. They have, however, suffered a 
lamentable decay, and single lectures, or courses of two or three 
only, are now usual. One week a lecture on science is delivered, 
and since it must be essentially popular, it not unfrequently 
happens that truths are told with very considerable adornment: 
then follows a lecture on literature; next, one on the drama; 
then, probably, a concert, or some entertainment of the lightest 
order. By this system, the institutions have been committing a 
self-slaughter — they introduce exciting food for the mind, and, 
like stitnulaiits for the body, appetite for them increases. The 
result of this was exemplified in a speech from one of the dele- 
gates to the Society of Arts, who said, at his institution, when 
the best scientific lectures were given, five shillings were taken at 
the doors, but when any amusing matter was introduced, as 
many pounds were received. Acting upon this principle, the 
institutions have entered on a career of competition with the 
theatre and concert-room, in which they must eventually be the 
losers ; and, the value of the lectures estimated by their power to 
draw paying audiences, the clown must beat the chemist at 
this. Indeed, all the institutions are now suffering from the 
consequences of their own folly and mismanagement. They 
were established as the means of adult instruction, and they 
have degenerated into theatres of amusement We have now 
before us announcements from two of the most successful of 
the mechanics’ institutions, that concerts will be given during 
their autumn course, in which Mr. Sims Reeve and nis wife wiu 
appear. Lectures on music are eminently appropriate, provided 
the vocal or instrumental accompaniments are intrc^uced as 
illustrations of the science of harmonics, the tendency of which 
is of the most soul-refining character. But the institution is not 
the place for a concert, and by accustoming the members to such 
excitements, healthful though they be in meir proper place, the 
result proves that they unfit them for lectures of a purely instruc- 
tive character, which are for the most part voted * dry.’ 

‘ It is interesting,’ says Dr. Hudson, * to trace the career of the 
popular literary societies of the country, and to compare their opera- 
tions and their results with the expectations entertained by their first 
promoters. The founders of literary and mechanics’ institutions 
assumed that these associations would effect three great purposes: 
First, The rapid promotion of general science by the greater number 
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of persons engaged in the observation of its phenomena. The lower 
ranks, who are chiefly engaged in manual labour, have frequ<5nt 
opportunities of making observations on certain peculiarities in the 
processes of art, which often escape the notice of observers of a 
superior rank, and thus the labouring classes of society would be 
rendered mutually useful in uniting and concentrating tlie scattered 
rays of genius, which might otherwise be dissipated and lost to the 
acientifle world. Second, An extensive diffusion of rational informa- 
tion among the general mass of society. For by means of lectures and 
popular discussions, those narrow conceptions, superstitious notions, 
and vain fears, which so generally prevail among the lower classes of 
society, might be gradually removed, and a variety of useful hints and 
rational views suggested promotive of domestic convenience and 
comfort. Third. The creation of intellectual pleasures and refined 
amusements tending to the general elevation of character. The 
frequent intercourse of men of different parties and grades of life*, for 
the purpose of promoting one common intellectual object, gradually 
vanquishing those prejudices and jealousies which almost universally 
exist, even in cultivated minds, is unquestionably an object to be 
cherished and encouraged. By such means, a taste for rational enjoy- 
ments may be produced, and those hours generally spent in listless- 
ness and in foolish amusements, may be converted into periods rendered 
precious by the inculcation of enlightened and elevating principles. 
Habits of order, punctuality, and politeness, would be engendered, and 
flow from thence into all the other relations and departments of life.'— 
The History of Adult Education. 

Li any attempts which mat^ be made to introduce a national 
system of industrial instruction, the failure of this in the 
mechanics’ institutions must not be forgotten. It was expected 
that much knowledge 'would have been derived from the obser- 
vations of workmen : this has not been the case. Why ? The 
answer is simple — they have never been taught to observe. 
The powers of observation require as large an amount of training 
for their development as any faculty of the mind, and this 
teaching to observe has been entirely forgotten. It ap[)ears to us 
that classes for cultivating habits of observation might be made 
by far the most attractive features of any institution, and might 
lead to the establishment of local museums which would be 
extensively useful The several members, grouping themselves 
according to their tastes, might collect a large amount of useful 
information. To gather the flowers of every hedge-row, and the 
plants of hill and valley, determine their locality and period of 
flowering, should be the task of one class ; to collect examples of 
the geology or mineralogy the occupation of others; the Fauna 
of the district might fall to the hands of another section, and so 
on. Then meteorology, arch8EK>logy, and statistics would furnish 
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exercises for many others of the most interesting kind. And 
having been trained by studying in classes which should meet 
and determine all doubtful points, the artisan would be prepared 
to notice and register facts which, although constantly occurring 
in Ills own daily vocation, have been as constantly passed 
unnoticed. 

The Society of Arts, as far as their plans have been develo]^d, 
contemplate the division of the country into unions, the institu- 
tions of each district appointing their centre, this central institute 
being in immediate communication with the great central com- 
mittee of the Society of Arts. The business of this metropolitan 
centre will be to register the names of all approved lecturers, 
their subjects, and their terms. The institutions within any 
union having determined upon the number of lectures they 
require in any (quarter of the year, selected their subjects, and 
adjusted the order of these with the local centre, the secretary 
of the union communicates wdth the secretary of the Society 
of Arts, and he is to endeavour to adjust with the lecturers 
on their list, that they set forth on their itineration in such 
order, that within a set time their mission of instruction shall be 
performed to the 750 institutions of the kingdom. The only 
charge made to the institutions for this task of arrangement, is 
two guineas per annum — the president of the institution be- 
coming a member of the Society of Arts. The promise to the 
institutions, as implied rather than expressed, was to provide 
them with lecturers of a superior class, and at a cheaper rate 
than they are now supplied with those of an inferior character. 
How this is to be effected does not appear. We find, upon 
careful inquiry, that the average price of lectures is three guineas; 
some few of the institutions pay five guineas, and several gentle- 
men of eminence refuse to lecture under this sum ; but we find 
this is, even in their cases, greatly reduced by the number of 
lectures they made a free gift to institutions under some 
pressure of temporary difficulty. There can be no question but 
lecturers can be obtained who will lecture on science and litera- 
ture at lower terms, but the necessity of engaging such lecturers 
has already been the cause of the diffusion of an immense amount 
of false science, and the cultivation of perverted taste. 

The requirements of a popular lecturer are of a rare order. It 
is not sufficient that he possesses an exact knowledge of his 
subject, but he must have the power of communicating his 
knowledge to a mixed auditory, which is more difficult than the 
inexperienced in these matters suppose. A mere statement of 
facts very soon wearies; the correct enunciation of the truth 
must be associated with a pleasing delivery, much earnestness, 
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and such incidental reflections as i^hall lead those who have not 
previously attended to the subject, to make fair deductions and 
realise the bearing of any theory explanatory of the lecturer’s 
views. 

The power of doing this is confined to a limited number of 
^en ; many of our most eminent experimental philosophers are 
incapable of explaining any fact in their ow'ii science so as to be 
intelligible to a number of persons. Mere class lecturing '^s a 
far more simple affair, and there arc few men who have had 
experience in these matters but would prefer giving fifty lectures 
to a class of real students, than five to the audiences of me- 
chanics’ institutions in general. 

The character and qualifications of a popular lecturer arc such 
as should ensure him an income of from 500 /. to 800 /. per annum, 
and for such sums as these a man should be expected to devote 
all his time to his duties. What will be the result of this ? Having 
no tirne for investigation, or for studying in his department, what- 
ever it may be, he necessarily falls back. He may go on for a 
period repeating himself, but in a few years he gets stale, he fails 
to interest, and becomes, in fact, worth less than one half what 
he was when he commenced his task. We are perfectly aware 
that many men have travelled for years, and are now travelling, 
through the country, lecturing on science, many of them having 
valuable sets of apparatus. To these very men we do not scruple 
to refer our remarks, and that with no dis|wagcmcnt to them, as 
proofs that the science they teach is in the rear of the science of 
the day. ^ We ^ill take an example even from a popular metro- 
politan institution, where lectures on science are given daily 
throughout the year, and there wc find, as the consequence of 
this constant iteration, that it is imj)ossible for the lecturer to 
do more than give a rough outline of novelties, often coloured 
too highly for the truth. 

We learned that the most eminent of the lecturers on science 
in the metropolis have hitherto refrained from taking any part in 
the movement which the Society of Arts has originated, 
assigning as a reason their want of confidence in the committee 
as at present constituted. 

That some improvement must be made in the popular institu- 
tions of England is certain. They have done much good, and 
the general diffusion of useful knowledge, and the almost uni- 
versal desire for improvement w'hich is manifested throughout 
the length and breadth of the land, are mainly due to mechanics’ 
and literary institutions. Although it appears imperative that 
somethiDg should be done to advance the institutions to that 
positioo of usefulness demanded by the advances of the age, we 
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are doubtful if it can be effected by the organization of all into 
a general Institutes Union. The experience of Dr, Hudson 
was great on this subject, and we now draw attention to his 
remarks. 

* One cause of the failure of too many unions arises, no doubt, from 
their having been too highly regarded by the managers of individual 
societies, who were led to anticipate great benefits from the unions, 
forgetting that the power of the association is contained in the extrac- 
tion of means of usefulness from the institutes themselves ; and when- 
ever the unions have induced the individual societies to tax their 
funds, as far as expensive lectures, the depressing effect lingers for a 
long period, and reacts upon the association itself. The Yorkshire 
Union, in its infancy, was nearly destroyed by a similar course of pro- 
ceeding. In Ireland, wherever Government aid has supplied the 
lectures, the same results have followed, owing to the matter, length, 
and manner of the lectures being, if not antiquated, at least totally 
UDSuited to the taste of the public. The committee of the Northern 
Union have expressed their conviction that the reading of manuscript 
lectures forms a more social and beneficial means of instruction, by 
discussing the question at the conclusion of the paper, than the form^ 
System practised by professional lecturers. 

‘Literary, mechanics’, and other adult educational societies, are 
constituted on self-governing principles, and they recognise, as a 
general rule, no other authority than their own selected administra- 
tion ; thus, while they preserve their independence of action in their 
connexion witli unions, they co-operate rather from the confidence 
they repose in the managers of the associations than from any convic- 
tion of its value and importance. The attempts to fqrm a central 
union have always been restrained by a judicious caution, from a 
knowledge of the tendency of the larger unions to break up into sub- 
unions.’ 

It has been suggested that Government influence might be 
brought to bear advantageously on an union of institutions : — 

‘ Should a great central union,’ says Dr. Hudson, ‘ be carried out 
under Government auspices, it must, to succeed even for a brief 
period, be based upon such regulations as will effectually disarm the 
just suspicions of the advocates of voluntary education, and subdue 
those glowing anticipations of extraneous aid in the shape of golden 
grants, which the mere name of an educational minister of state and a 
national board cannot fail to excite. On the whole, then, the expe- 
rience of the past is proof of the danger of Government influence, and 
of the instability of extreme centralization, while it affords condusive 
evidence of the superior and enduring value of voluntary efforts.’ 

We have endeavoured to give a sketch of the efforts which aie 
now making to give an improved tone to the educational move- 
ment in this country, particularly referring to the applications of 
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science. There is no one section of manufacture which may 
not be improved by a more perfect knowledge of the materials 
upon which human industry is exerted. In every branch both 
material and labour may be economized, and the manufactured 
article consequently produced at much less cost than at present. 
Art, again, is in the very infancy of its application to manufac- 
ture amongst us, and future generations will, when they examine 
the forms of our fictile and metal manufactures, and the orna- 
mentation and colours of our textile productions, be disposed to 
place the present age as one still low in the scale of refined 
civilization. The business of industrial instruction, is now 
fairly commenced in the Museums of Practical Geology and 
Practical Art. In the Government School of Mines and 
of Science applied to the Arts, and in the Department of 
Practical Art, we hope we have institutions destined to be the 
centres from which an enlarged system of education shall go 
forth, and that the manufactures of England, through their 
agencies, may be produced for the markets of the world, of the 
highest degree of excellence, and with the utmost economy of 
production. Beyond this, the system of instructing our work- 
men in the art of design must, if efficiently carried out, end in 
adding to the perfection of British manufacture that charm of 
the beautiful which soon extends its influence to the morals of 
an enlightened people. 


Art. VI.— of Lord Jeffrey, with a Selection from his Correspond 
dence. By Lord Cockbubn. Two vols. 8vo. Block, Edin- 
burgh. 1852. 

The material incidents in the life of Lord Jeffrey go within a 
small compass. He was bom in Edinburgh in 1773, and received 
his early education in the High School of that city. In 1787 he 
became a student in the University of Glasgow, from which place 
he removed, in 1791, to pass a portion of that year as an inmate 
of Queen s College, Oxford. He then returned to Edinburgh, 
and three years later, in the twenty-first year of his age, he was 
called to the Scotch bar. His success was so limited, that in 
1801, when he married, his income from his profession bad never 
exceeded a hundred a-year. In 1802 Jeffrey stood committed, 
with others, in the starting of the Edinburgh Review, of which 
journal he soon afterwards became editor, retaining that office 
until 1829. In 1830 he became Lord Advocate, and obtained 
a seat in the House of Commons j and in 1834 he took his place 
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on the bench as a judge of the Court of Session. In the dis- 
charge of the duties of this office he continued until within a few 
days of his decease, which took place in January, 1850, in the 
seventy-seventh year of his age. 

It is easy to give these successive points of progress, even in 
the career of such a man. But it is not easy to depict the life- 
long labours — the ever-bounding thoughts and passions, which 
issued in this succession of results, giving them their place, as we 
now see them, in the imvocable past. Jeffrey rose to sovereignty 
as a man of letters; but the sceptre has passed from his hand, 
and the time has come in which we may venture to inquire as to 
the effect with which that sceptre has been wielded. This we 
are the more disposed to do, inasmuch as there are, we think, 
some foolish misconceptions abroad as to the place that should be 
assigned to the influence of the Edinburgh Review in the history 
of our literature. 

Lord Cockburn has given us two volumes concerning bis friend 
— a volume of narrative and a volume of letters. But the narrative 
is without a break of book, chapter, or section, from beginning 
to end ; and the letters have scarcely a vestige of note or illus- 
tration. Ills lordship is evidently a sagacious reader of books — 
strange that the help he must often have derived from a little of 
the manipulative art in book-making should not have suggested 
to him something different. To complete what appears to be 
his idea of the beautiful in this respect, he should have gone one 
step further, and have dispensed with the halting places supplied 
by paragraphs ! If we may trust ourselves to say anything fur- 
ther in the way of complaint, it must be to express our regret 
that the phases of Jeffrey’s history which his lordship has pre- 
sented are so much of the sort to be interesting to Edinburgh 
men, rather tlian to the men of these nations generally. The 
book, indeed, is a thorough Scotch affair, and might have been 
written by a man with a vow upon him never to be found more 
than a Sabbath-day’s journey from Arthur’s Seat. 

But the volumes arc deeply interesting, notwithstanding these 
deductions. Many English readers will not be prepared to find 
in the first editor of the Edinburgh Review, a man with so much 
warmth of bcai't, breathing, in the main, a spirit so kindly and 
generous, lie is before us in these pages as a person of a sensi- 
tive temperament, with a good deal of light and shade in his 
moods, but as one formed for manly fellowships, and never so 
liable to be depressed as when separated from them. Besides his 
high natural capacity, and that most valuable of all capacities, 
his capacity for labour — the passions dominant in him in his 
early years, were such as fitted him for giving himself with an 
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extraordinary intentness to the accumulating of knowledge, and 
to such exercises of his genius upon the material of knowledge, 
when acquired, as should secure it to its best uses. From his 
boyhood, to write was as much his occupation as to read and to 
think. It was not enough that his ideas seemed to be in his 
bead ; to be sure that they were there definitely and fully, he must 
see them upon paper. When the passion to realize, and the 
passion to place what has been realized in a shape for use, are 
thus combined, we may be sure that there is work to be 
done. The work so dune may not always be done in the best 
manner, but it will be done with much of that kind of skill 
which comes from much practice. Poetry by volumes, of 
some sort, original or as translations, did this student youth 
find time to write. Essays, orations, and criticisms also, on 
nearly all subjects, and almost without number. In all this he 
appears to have been obedient to impulses in such directions, 
which it was scarcely in his power to resist. It was devotion to 
literary exercise from the love of it. But the time which might 
seem to have been wasted in such efforts was not lost. To con- 
stitute the man of great literary power, there must be this jjassion 
for offspring. The products of mind, are to men of high author- 
ship, what children are to women. It was the force of this 
feeling which fitted young Jeffrey for his labour as a student, 
while it prompted him to be ever bringing a })lastic and creative 
power of his own to all the objects of thought with which his 
mind became conversant. It \vas by such tastes, and by the 
habits formed under their influence, that he became eminently 
qualifled to bear the responsibilities which ere long rested upon 
him as the Atlas of the Edinburgh, 

The origin of the Review is now sufficiently known. In 1801 
Jeffrey endeavoured to obtain the comparatively humble office of 
a reporter of decisions in the court in which he then practised as 
a barrister. But the appointment rested with the bar, and })arty 
feeling left his friends in a small minority on the day of election. 
On this event, and on what soon followed. Lord Cockburn thus 
writes : — 


* "Whatever this rejection proved to the party from which it pro- 
ceeded, it was 'to Jeffrey personally a most fortunate occurrence. It 
has been supposed that ff he had been allowed to waste himself in the 
obscure labour of reporting, the Edinburgh Review might never have 
been heard of. There is little probability in this opinion; but un- 
doubtedly a very slight measure of professional employment would 
have prevented him from having much connexion with it. This 
exclusion increased his despair of success in the law, and co-operated 
with his literary ambition in leading him into the scheme and manage- 
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ment of that great work with which his name is now permanently 
associated, which, for the next twenty ‘Seven years, became the prin- 
cipal business of his life. 

‘Mr. Smith’s account of the origin of the Edinburgh Review is 
this; ‘ One day we happened to meet in the eighth or ninth story or 
flat, in Buccleugh-phice, the elevated residence of the then Mr. Jeflrey. 
I proposed that we should set up a Review; this was acceded to with 
acclamation. 1 was appointed editor, and remained long enough in 
Edinburgh to edit the first number of the Edinburgh Review ' — 
Preface to Smith's Works. 

‘ The merit of having first suggested thb work is undoubtedly due to 
Mr. Smith. He himself claims it in the preceding words, and to those 
acquainted with his character this is sutficient. But Jeffrey admits 
it. His ‘ Contributions' are dedicated to Mr. Smith, expressly as 
‘ The Original Projector of the Edinburgh Review' And no other 
person has ever come forward to dispute the fact. Whatever credit, 
therefore, attaches to the first announced idea of the undertaking, it 
belongs to Mr. Smith. But his statement might make it appear that 
the resolution to begin it was sudden and accidental, and as if it had 
occurred and been acted upon at once at tliat casual meeting. But 
probably all that it means is, that it was then that the matter was 
brought to a practical conclusion. Because it is difiicult to believe 
that such an undertaking could have been determined upon, on the 
suggestion of a moment and without previous calculations and arrange- 
ment. Accordingly, Jeffrey never ascribed more to this meeting 
than that it was tliere they had their \/irst serious consultations about 
it' It happened to be a tempestuous evening, and I have heard him 
say that they had some merriment at the greater storm they were 
about to raise,’ — pp. l!^4, 125. • 

In this account w^e think Lord Cockburn is unnecessarily 
sensitive about the rcjiutation of these young gentlemen on the 
score of j>rndencc. Wc think it highly probable that the case 
was precisely as Sydney Smith has stated it — that the first sug- 
gestion was made on that ‘ tempestuous evening’ — that it was 
received with a burst of acclamation, as a bold and brilliant idea, 
and that what followed was not what Lord Cockburn supposes — 
that the matter w'as then ‘brought to a practical conclusion,’ 
having been broached before ; but that from that evening the 
notion was so entertained as to issue in the publication of No. 1 
in the following October. Nor did this confederation consist of 
t^rsons who were quite so juvenile as was commonly insinuated. 
This Lord Cockburn himself has shown. There was Mr. Allen, 
who W'as thirty-two ; Sydney Smith, thirty-one ; Francis Jeffrey, 
twenty-nine ; Dr. Thomas Brown, twenty-four ; and Henry 
Brougham, twenty-three. The spring of 1802 advanced, the 
summer began to wear away, and preparations for the Review 
were so fitful and limited, that Jefii’ey expresses himself as by 
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no means sanguine about the result. That the experiment would 
not disgrace the parties engaged in it he felt sure ; but that it 
would live so as to do the work needing to be done, he sometimes 
doubted. The next stage in this history Lord Cockburn shall 
describe : — 

‘At last, on the 10th of October, 1802, the first number of the 
Edinburgh Review appeared. Besides several other articles, it con- 
tained seven by Smith, four by Horner, four commonly ascribed to 
Lord Brougham, and five by Jeffrey, one of which, upon Mourier on 
‘ The influence of the French Revolution,’ began the work. 

‘ Tlie effect was electrical; and instead of expiring, as many wished, 
in their first effort, the force of the shock was increased on each sub- 
sequent discharge. It is impossible for those who did not live at the 
time, and in the heart of the scene, to feel, or almost to understand, 
the impression made by the new luminary or the anxieties with which 
its motions were observed. It was an entire and instant change of 
everything that the public had been accustomed to in that sort of com- 
position. The old periodical opiates were extinguished at once. The 
learning of the new journal — its talent, its spirit, its writing, its inde- 
pendence, were all new' ; and the surprise was increased by a work so 
full of public life springing up suddenly, in a remote part of the king- 
dom. Different classes soon settled into their dilferent views of it. 
Its literature, its political economy, and its pure science, were gene- 
rally admired. Many thoughtful men, iiicliffercmt to party, but 
anxious for the progress of the human mind, and alarmed lest war and 
political confusion should restore a new course of dark ages, were 
cheered by the unexpected appearance of what seemed likely to prove 
a great depository for the contributions of able men to the cause of 
philosopliy. Its political opinions made it be received by one party 
with denunciations of its iniquity, with confident prophecies of the 
impossibility of so scandulous a publication lasting, much pretended 
derision, and boundless abuse of its audacious authors. On the oppo- 
site side it was hailed as the dawn of a brighter day. It w'as not merely 
the intelligent chanipionship of their principles that those on tliat side 
saw' apparently secured, but the far higher end that reason would be 
heard. The splendid career of the journal, as it was actually run, 
was not anticipated, either by its autliors or by its most ardent 
admirers; none of wliora could foresee its long endurance, or the extent 
to w'hich the mighty improvements that have reformed our opinions 
and institutions, and enabled us to engraft the wisdom of experience 
on the maintainable antiquities of our system, were to depend upon 
this single publication.’ — Vol. i. p. 131, 132. 

Our object in this paper is not so much to follow Lord Jefiftrey 
through his labours or successes as editor of the Edinburgh Revmv, 
as to endeavour to ascertain the place that should be assigned to 
that journal in relation to our literary and social progress. On 
this subject the most absurd notions have been broached, some* 
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times by Whig vanity, and sometimes by ignorance. Even the 
statements of Lord Cockbum on this point partake of the com- 
mon exaggeration. To sec what the effect of this remarkable 
journal has really been among us, it will be necessary to glance 
at the condition of our periodical and general literature, both 
prior to its appearance, and through the interval of its greater 
influence. 

In the history of our periodical literature during the eighteenth 
century, we find politics and literature so blended that it is 
scarcely possible to treat of the one separately from the other. 
Not only were nearly all our great writers great as writers on the 
politics of the time, but in those days, as in our own, the critical 
journal often trenched on the province of the newspaper, and the 
newspaper as often on the province of the critical journal. Con- 
cerning newspapers, Mr. Hallam has said : — ‘ The publication of 
' regular newspapers, jiartly designed for the communication of 
‘ intelligence, partly for. the discussion of political topics, may 
' be referred, upon the whole, to the reign of Anne, when they 
‘ obtained gi-eat circulation, and became the accredited organs of 
‘ different factions.’ The first daily paper in London was pub- 
lished in 1709. It bore the title of the Daily Courant. But 
nearly twenty newspapers of various kinds were then in course 
of publication in the metropolis. The year 1709 was also the 
year in which the first number of the Taller appeared, which 
opened the way for the whole scries of publications known to us 
under such names as the Spectator^ the Guardian, the Freeholder, 
or the Rambler, Persons think of these publications now-a-days 
as of so many merely literary performances, given to the world 
by men of letters almost as much for their own amusement as 
for that of their neighbours. But, in fact, these essays often 
took along with them, as the original papers show, a considerable 
batch of printed news. This last portion of the fare, as having 
iavour for the quidnuncs of that time, and very little for the same 
res|)ectable class of persons among ourselves, has dropped veiy^ 
suitably into oblivion, leaving us the Essay as the only part of 
the provision likely to prove attractive for a continuance. Not 
only was there a good deal of newsvending in these serials, they 
were some of them avowedly and strongly political. It was with 
this object that Dean Swift and Lord Bolingbroke sent papers to 
the Examiner, Opposed to the Tory Exammer was the Whig 
Freeholder, in w'hich Addison spared no pains to vindicate the 
existing government against the attacks made upon it from that 
quarter. Political topics, moreover, often found their way into 
the Spectator and Guardian, and in all these works Addison 
found his ablest coadjutor in Steele. The style and tactics of 
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the Examiner were most licentious. It is thus described by 
Addison : — 

* The Examiner was a paper which was the favourite work of the 
party. It wfis ushered into the world by a letter from a secretary of 
state, setting forth the great genius of the author, the usefulness of 
his design, and the mighty consequences that were to be expected 
from it. It is said to have been written by those among them whom 
they looked upon as their most celebrated wits and politicians, and was 
dispersed into all quarters of the nation with great industry and 
expense. Who would not have expected that at least the rules of 
decency and candour would have been observed in such a performance? 
But instead of this, you saw all the great men who had done eminent 
services to their country but a few years before, draughted out one by 
one, and baited in their turns. No sanctity of character or privilege 
of sex exempted persons from this barbarous usage. Several of our 
prelates were the standing marks of public raillery, and many ladies 
of the first quality branded by name for matters of fact which, as they 
were false, were not heeded, and, if they had been true, were inno- 
cent.* — Freeholder, No. 19. 

The ‘ Examiner,’ in the hands of Swift and Bolingbroke, was, 
in fact, much such a journal as our own ‘ John Bull’ newspaper 
proved, in certain other hands, some thirty years ago. The 
public were not uninterested in these discussions, nor without 
deriving some advantage from them. Addison, indeed, states, 
that the passion of the people for news, in his time, was insa- 
tiable ; and that the part they took in politics was so general 
and so ardent, that from having had the reputation of being an 
island of saints, we were in danger of being mistaken for an 
island of statesmen. Even country towns, accordingly, now 
began to call for their journal of news and politics. 

On the whole, the Whigs proved more than a match for their 
assailants; and the popular feeling was known to turn con- 
siderably in their favour. Anne, in consequence, in the tenth 
year of her reign, called on the parliament to take measures for 
curbing the freedom assumed by the press. The two houses 
promised attention to the subject; and the result was, not any 
direct law curtailing the liberty of printing, but the introduction 
of a tax on paper and advertisements, together with a stamp-tax 
of one halfpenny on the publication — a measure which brought 
a grave, indirect injury on the pres^ and an injury under which 
it suffers to this day. The stamp-tax alone, small as it may 
seem, was fatal to some publications. Even the ‘ Spectator ’ 
ceased from this cause in the following year. Others were per- 
petuated only by combining two or more into one. 

The circulation of these publications had been on the whole as' 
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great as anything of the kind known in our time. In an age 
when the population of England Was not a third of what it now 
is, and when the proportion of persons who were readers of 
literary productions of any sort was much less than among our- 
selves, the ‘ Spectator ’ began with a daily circulation of three 
thousand, and when the tax was imposed it had risen to four 
thousand. When the papers were issued in sufficient numbers 
to make a volume, an edition of ten thousand of each volume 
was not sufficient to meet the demand. In those days, the man 
of letters, if a man of genius, was more to be feared as an antagonist, 
by public men, than the statesman. The rule which prohibited 
the publication of the debates in parliament confined the oratory 
of the two houses almost entirely to their own members. It was 
not through that channel, accordingly, but purely through the 
press, that the public mind could be acted upon. The periodical 
press, and political pamphlets, were the only effective medium 
of utterance on such subjects. It was to his power in this 
respect, together with the excellence of his character, that 
Addison owed his success as a public man. He could not speak, 
but no man of his time could write as he had written. 

Steele was the friend of Addison, but they were friends only 
partially alike. Steele was a dissipated, not an orderljr, man. 
He knew much of London society, but had not acquired his 
knowledge without cost. He had some wit and some humour; 
but his tastes, while in part literaiy, lay strongly in the direction 
of the gay and the fashionable, llis career demonstrated that, 
to meddle with politics so much as Addison had done, and not 
to incur trouble, required all Addison’s prudence. Not content 
with what he might do through the press. Steel became foolishly 
anxious to enter the House of Commons, and gained his 
object; but the sequel contributed more to his notoriety than to 
his comfort. The Tory administration of the day was much 
enraged on finding him returned, and took measures towards 
unseating him by petition; but, despairing of their case, or 
impatient of a process that could not be brought to a speedy 
issue, they instituted a prosecution against -him on the ground of 
libellous and seditious language, said to be found in some of his 
publications. Steele was required to answer to the charges pre- 
ferred against him, from his place in parliament. On the day 
fixed he made his appearance, amidst a crowded house. When 
the obnoxious passages from his writings were read, as the 
charges were various, and as no notice had been given of them, 
he prayed that he might be allowed a week to prepare his 
defence. But it was moved that the defence should not be 
delayed beyond the Monday following. Whereupon, glancing 
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at his two chief prosecutors, who happened to be grave Presbyte- 
rians, playing, for the occasion, the part of Tories, Steele assumed 
the demure aspect and whining tone accounted as befitting the 
people who worshipped in conventicles, professed ‘in the meek- 
‘ness and contrition of his heart that he was a very great sinner; 
‘an(|^ hoped the member who spoke last, and who was so justly 

* renowned for his exemplary piety and devotion, would not be 

* accessary to the accumulating of sin upon one whose transgres- 
^sions were already too many, by obliging him to break the 

* Sabbath of the Lord in perusing such profane writings on that 
*day as might serve for his justification.’ The humour of this 
scene convulsed the house with laughter, and procured for the 
clever gentleman the interval of delay which he sought. 

Steele defended himself with great ability, and it was on this 
occasion that Walpole raised his protest against the conduct of 
the house in taking upon it the office of prosecutor in such cases, 
in place of leaving them to be settled by the courts of law. But 
neither the wise speech of Walpole, nor the chivalrous speech of 
Lord Finch, son of the Earl of Nottingham, were of any avail to 
the accused. The voting was determined by party-feeling, not 
by argument or eloquence.* So flushed, indeed, w»ere the base 
men who had thus mr prevailed in this instance, that their tools 
through the provinces felt emboldened to give a most edifying 
licence to their zeal against the alleged seditions of the times. 
Even one of the judges could write to the Lord Chancellor after 
this manner; — 

‘I declare, *in all my charges in this circuit, as I did the last two 
terms in Westminster, that the number of base libels and seditious 
papers is intolerable, and that now a quicker course will be taken about 
them; for that now the government will not be so much troubling 
itself to find out the authors of them; but as often as any such papers 
are found on the tables of coffee-houses or other news- houses, iJi>e 
•nimienr of the hmae sftall he answerable for sv,ch papers, and shall he 
prosecuted as the publislisr of them, and lei him Jind out the author, 
letter-writer, or printer, and take care, at his peril, what pa;pers hs 
takes in' 

The name of this patriotic guardian and administrator of the 
law was Sir Littleton Powys. Among the political writers of 
celebrity during this period, are Thomas Gordon, since known 
as a translator of Tacitus, and Thomas Trenchard, a man of 
family and of considerable means. Cato’s Letters, which were 
of sufficient merit as compositions to be attributed to Lord 
Bolingbroke, were first published by these authors, as contributions 
to the * London Journal ’ and the ‘ British Journal.’ They were^ 
• Pari HUt VI. 1265-1327. 
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also the originators of the ‘ Independent Whig.* Their politics, 
as the title of the work last mentioned will indicate, were liberal, 
and they were strenuous defenders of the liberty of the press. 

Bolingbroke was born in 1678, and lived to 1751. His writings, 
which, without his letters, extend to five quarto volumes, were 
mostly on the political or party questions of his time. From 
this cause, in part, they have long ceased to attract much men- 
tion. But his lordship was famous as a talker, an orator, and an 
author. His style is at once easy and scholar-like, combining 
the fluency of well-bred conversation, with the measure of point, 
stateliness, and force derived from a familiarity with books, and 
from some practice in public speaking. Forgotten as he now is, 
he did much to influence the style of our political authorship 
during the former half of the eignteenth century ; and his sway 
would probably have lasted much longer, had not Junius and 
Burke followed so closely upon his path. He came out as a 
periodical critic in the ‘ Occasional Writer * and in the ‘ Crafts- 
man.* But nearly all his writings were of the nature of periodical 
criticism, and would probably have appeared as review articles, 
had there been the pages of a ‘ Quarterly ’ through which he 
could then have spoken. He would not have done to take the 
place of Jeffrey a century later, but he would have been a potent 
coadjutor under such a chieftain. The papers of the ‘Crafts- 
man,’ when reprinted, extended to seven volumes, and to that 
work Bolingbroke was the chief contributor. 

Swift was eleven years younger than Bolingbroke, and 
died six years before him. He could play the orator as an 
author, in a more effective style than Bolingbroke ; but his 
strength lay, as all the world knows, in his satirical vein, which 
became inimitable in its caustic pow^r, or in its humour, ac- 
cording to his mood. Strange was the compound of his nature, 
and his whole nature came into his writings. He has been com- 
pared to Cervantes and Rabelais, and not without reason. He 
did not possess every characteristic of those authors, certainly 
not every one in the same degree; but he possessed a force, in 
some respects, even of their order, which was greater than theirs, 
and he is more fittingly classed with them than any other man in 
the history of modem' literature. His wit and humour are not 
more extraordinary, than the penetration and compass of his 
intellect. His prejudices .were prodigious, but his moral sense, 
perverted as it often was, gave an underlieing seriousness to his 
broadest joke, his bitterest raillery. He makes you merry, but 
it is that he may make you hate. He means that you should 
laugh, but it is that you may assent to the putting down of the 
folly or the vice so depicted. Little is heard now-a-days of his 

KO. XXXI. M 
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‘Drapier Letters.’ Their object was to banish a copper coin 
which had been put into circulation in Ireland, by a private 
person, but as the result of a compact with the government. 
Swift insisted that the issuing of this coin was at once a fraud 
and an insult to the people of Ireland, and by his periodical 
epistles he so far carried his countrymen with him, that his 
individual will sufficed to control the will of the imperial 
government. His style, rich in its idiomatic English, and on 
fire* with a Demosthenian energy, was matchless ; and contri- 
buted, with the qualities of his genius above-mentioned, to 
render his labours conducive, in an extraordinary degree, to the 
progress of our language and literature generally. Dull must 
the nation have been that could fail to profit largely under such 
a master. 

Hut with this mention of Bolingbroke and Swift, as great 
educators, both of readers and writers in our language, a century 
since, we must connect a reference to Defoe, a man whose fertile 
genius, amazing industr}^ and high political and moral w'orth, 
combined to render his life eminently influential. During the 
first forty years after the Revolution of 1688, he is constantly 
before the public as a writer, and to a large extent as a political 
writer, and a periodical critic. He w^as warmly attached to the 
principles of the Revolution; but be was a conscientious politi- 
cian, and could never be induced to give to a party what he 
believed to be due to patriotism, liumanity, or religion. I'lie 
author of ‘ Robinson Crusoe ’ wrote other fictions witli the same 
inimitable naturalness of manner; and in his political writings, 
his intelligent earnestness is always allied with the same simple- 
ness of language, rising at times to a strong idiomatic force, if 
not to eloquence. The Reviciv, the Mercator^ and the British 
Merchant were periodical fmblications to which he was succes- 
sively the editor and, of course, chief contributor. 

By such men had our literature been cultivated, so tis to 
leaven the community with its taste and spirit, before the acces- 
sion of George I., and in no connexion were the signs of im- 
provement more perceptible than in the periodical press. By 
this time, London had three daily papers ; ten w'cre published 
three times a week, and a greater number weekly. In the next 
reign, the evasion of the stamp duty became so general, that the 
government adopted the most stringent measures to put an end 
to it, and the jails were suddenly filled with the dealers in 
unstamped periodical literature. 

In 1729, great complaint was made in parliament that the 
licence of the press had proceeded to such lengths as to print the^ 
speeches of honourable members and noble lords, contrary to^ 



DfiFOE — JOHNSON — CLOSE OF ESSAY WRITING. 


163 


the privilege of parliament. In 1738, this alleged offence was again 
brought forward, but in the course of this debate, says Archdeacon 
Coxe, ‘ though no one undertook to defend the practice^ the danger 
^ of impairing the liberty of the press was more insisted upon 
^ thaif would formerly have been usual ; and Sir Robert Walpole 
‘ took credit to hiniself for respecting it more than his prede- 
‘ccssors.’ Boijer\^ Register had given some account of the 
debates from about the accession of George the First to this 
year, from which time this reporting, such as it was, went on in 
the London MagcLzine, afterwards in the GentlemanU Magazine. 
In 1740, Dr. .tohnson succeeded Guthrie, the historian, as 
reporter, or rather, writer, of the parliamentary speeches in the 
last-mentioned magazine, and continued in the performance of 
that piece of public service for three years. In 1745, the Pre« 
tender’s invasion made the press important to the government. 
Fielding the novelist now took his place among journalists ; and 
not many years later. Dr. Johnson thus expresses himself with 
regard to the inlluencc of this kind of literature on English 
society, 

* One of the principal amusements of the idler is to read the works 
of those minute historians, the writers of news, who, though eon- 
temptuousl}/^ overlooked by the composers of bulky volumes, arc very 
nccessaiy in a nation where much wealth produces much leisure, and 
one grade of the j)eople has nothing to do but to observe the lives and 
fortunes ol‘ the other. To us, who are regaled every morning and 
evening with intelligence, and are supplied from day to day with 
materials f*or conversation, it is difficult to conceive how man can 
subsist without a newspaper, or to what entertainment companies can 
assemble in those wide regions of the earth that have neither 
Chronicles nor Magazines, neither Gazettes nor Advertisers, neither 
Journals nor Evening Posts. All fm'eigners remark^ that tJte knowledge 
of the common people, of England is greater than that of any other 
vulgar. This superiority we undoubtedly owe to the rivulets of intelli- 
gcMce which are continually trickling among us^ which every one may 
catch, and of lohich every one partakes^ 

The doctor had his moments in whicli he could deliver bitter 
diatribes against the popular press of his country, but the above 
passage may be taken as giving his more sober and trustworthy 
view of the subject. 

After the appearance of the Tatter, Spectator, and Guardian, 
in the early part of the eighteenth century, an interval elapsed 
in which several attempts were made to secure circulation for 
publications of the same description, but with little effect. 
Among these comparative failures we may reckon the Freethinker^ 
edited by Ambrose Philips ; and the Museum, which dates from 
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1746, and to which Horace Walpole, Akenside, and the two 
Whartons were contributors. But with the Rambler, the first 
number of which appeared in March, 1750, periodical criticism 
in this essay form revived, and again became fashionable. The 
Rambler was followed by the Adventurer, the World, the Connoi- 
seur, and the Idler; and among the contributors to these works, 
beside the names of Drs. Johnson and IJawkesworth, we find 
those qjf the Earls of Chesterfield, Bath, and Cork, Lord Littleton, 
Horace Walpole, and Soarae Jenyns. But with the close of the 
Idler, which belongs to the year 1760, this second prosperous 
inten^al in our essay literature reaches its close. About twenty 
years later, an attempt was made to revive this kind of publication 
in Edinbui^h. First the Mirror, and afterwards the Lounger, 
was published there. The papers appeared once a week. The 
chief contributor was Mackenzie, author of ‘ The Man of Feeling.’ 
But in 1787, all effective periodical essay writing ceased in 
Scotland, as it had done long before ip England. 

But periodical literature in relation to news and politics, rose 
in its influence as essay writing declined. For political jour- 
nalism, however, in those times, we must look to London. 

In May, 1762, appeared the first number of The Briton, 
edited by Smollett, but originated by Lord Bute, in aid of the 
Government, of which his lordship w^as a member. The very 
next week, however, appeared the North Briton, supported by 
Lord Temple, and edited by the notorious John Wilkes, w'ith 
the assistance of Churchill, the poet. W^ilkes and Smollett had 
once been friends, but bitter now was the fighting between them. 
In the following February the Briton expired under the blows of 
its antagonist; and the extinction of the North Briton W'as not 
far distant, but that event was to be brought about after a dif- 
ferent manner. In his forty-fifth number, W^ilkes described a 
statement in a royal speech as a falsehood. The Government 
issued a general warrant against Wilkes, sent him to the Tower, 
condemned his paper to be burnt in Cheapside by the hangman, 
and expelled the author from his seat in Farliament. Great was 
the storm raised by these proceedings. Tiic land was filled with 
it.* Ill the end, the ministerial order against Wilkes, his printer, 
and publisher, was declared by the House to be illegal, and 
heavy damages were granted by the courts of law against those 

♦ Wilkes was a great wit, and a brilliant talker ; but, as often happens vith such 
men, he sulTered much vhen taken out of the sphere of conversation into that of 
aath-ji'sblp. In the course of this transition his wit seemed to forsake him, and his 
readiness at reply, which pave liim such advantage in the banter of life, availed him 
little. His coadjutor in the North Briton, as stated, was Churchill the poet. An instance^ 
of the sort of promptitude which characterised the genius of Wilkes occurred at the'" 
time of his arrest. Churchill entered the room at that moment. The officers had been 
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who had put these several parties under arrest on such authority. 
This was a weighty concession on the side of political liberty. 
But it was not obtained until Williams, the printer, had stood m 
the pillory, in Palace-yard, as part of the punishment of his 
offence. The ignomin}' in this case, however, was not hard to 
bear. The culprit went to his place of exposure in a hackney 
coach, bearing the number Opposite the pillory, the 
populace raised a gallows, on which they hung a boot — emble- 
matic of Lord Bute — placing over it a bonnet of straw. Money 
was collected on the spot, amounting to nearly 200/., which the 
prisoner received in a blue purse, decorated with orange, colours 
denoting attachment to the Revolution, and hate of the Stuarts. 
The ill-fated Chatterton wrote several papers in this memorable 
North Briton. 

The next observable stage in the history of our political litera- 
ture is that marked by the appearance of the ‘Letters of Junius.* 
Concerning these well-known productions, and the tempest 
of wrath in high places which was called forth by them, it will 
suffice to say, that only in a country of high civilization, and 
possessing a high degree of civil liberty, could such letters have 
been puL>Iished; while the prosecutions of printers and pub- 
lishers which followed, ended, not in the abridgment, but in the 
greater enlargement of the liberty of the subject and of the press. 

Contemporaneous with these proceedings in relation to Junius, 
were the excitements jjroduced by a new attempt of the House of 
Commons to prevent the publication of its debates. Whatever 
had been done in this way since the Restoration, bad been done 
by indirect means, and at some hazard. Protests, as we have 
seen, were frequently made by honourable members against this 
practice, and the parties engaged in it were threatened with 
severe penalties. But now the time had come in which there was 
to be some vigorous doing, as well as threatening. The majority 
in the lower House was governed by parties who had become much 
irritated by the hostile criticisms to which the fuller reports of 
their speeches exposed them. In the hope of protecting them- 
selves against an ordeal which was felt to be so inconvenient, the 
Government issued its ministerial order for the arrest of two 
printers. The minority expostulated, said much about the folly 
of provoking a discussion, and seeking an authoritative issue on 
this vexed question, while the public mind was so much excited 

instructed to apprehend both, but the jierson of Churchill -was not known to them \ 
and Wilkes, with an air of familiarity, addressed the poet as Mr. Thompson, ex- 
pressed his great pleasure at seeing him, inquired for Mrs. Thompson and the 
children, and in this manner gave his friend an opportunity of escape. Churchill 
hastened home, secured his papers, and concealed himself in the country until the 
storm had spent itself. 
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on Other grounds; and they did not scruple to predict that the 
result would be disastrous to the parties who appeared to 
be so bent on taking this responsibility upon them. The two 
printers, whose fate was to be such as effectually to deter all 
persons of their sort from like offences, elufied the officers, disre- 
garded the summons to surrender themselves — persisted in doing 
so. The serjeant-at-arms having thus failed, a royal proclama- 
tion was issued, with the offer of fifty pounds reward for the 
discovery of the persons chargeable with this contempt of the 
authority of the high Court of Parliament. 

While these proceedings were pending, six other printers 
braved tlie displeasure of Parliament, by continuing to publish 
reports of its debates. It was proposed that these parties should 
be taken into custody along with the two already named. On 
this motion, discussion became still more animated. Some 
members of the opposition described this battle with a set of 
printers as likely to prove interminable, and as beneath the 
dignity of the House. Others w-ent so far as to deny the autho- 
rity of the House in such cases, and said, ‘ that it was a usurj>a- 
*tion assumed in bad times; that while their privileges and 
‘ authorities were used in defence of the rights of the people 

* against the violence of the prerogative, all men willingly joined 

* in supporting them, and even their usurpations were considered 
‘as fresh securities to tlieir independence; but now that they 
' saw their own weapons converted to instruments of tyranny 
‘and oppression against themselves, they would oppose them 
‘ with all their might.’ But these just and wise counsels did not 
avail. Finding no other course left to them, the opposition 
did their best to delay proceedings, and to gain time. The 
different questions were impeded by motions of adjournment 
and by amendments. Some twenty or thirty divisions took place 
at a single sitting; and the excitement out of doors was aug- 
mented by the news that the House was debating on this subject 
to the, then, extraordinary hours of three or four o'clock in the 
morning ! 

At length some of the printers were made to appear before 
the House, but it was the course taken by the two whose names 
were in the proclamation which brought this great question to a 
settlement. These persons allowed themselves to be arrested. 
The aldermen before whom they separately appeared, not only 
discharged them, but bound them over to prosecute those who 
had apprehended them, for assault and false imprisonment. The 
arrest^ in this case, had been made in virtue of a royal proclama- 
tipn» which was not law; and without the proof or charge of any 
c^ence, which was contrary to law. The same ground was 
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taken by the Lord Mayor, in the case of the j)rinter of the 
London Evening Post, when that person was brought before him. 
This, as wc may suppose, raised the displeasure of the Commons’ 
majority to its climax. Olivier, one of the delinquent aldermen, 
was a member of the House, and after an angry and dis- 
orderly debate was sent to the Tower. The mayor insisted 
on being heard by counsel, in behalf of the liberties of the city, 
of which, by his oath of office, he was the guardian. But his 
plea was not admitted, and his lordship had to share in the sen- 
tence passed on Olivier. But these measures were characterized 
throughout by so much passion and arbitrariness, as to have 
filled the mind of the people, especially the people of London, 
with the greatest resentment. The blow directed against the 
London magistrates was interpreted as levelled against everything 
sacred in English liberty. Very speedily this angry House of 
Commons was dissolved; with it, the authority wliicli had com- 
mitted Olivier and the Lord Mayor to the Tower ceased, and 
their liberation followed, as a matter of course. But from that 
time the House of Commons has been more wary in the exercise 
of its judicial functions. No House of Commons — no ministry, 
has since ventured to use these lettres de cachet, or to oppose the 
printing of the debates. To this day, the House is not supposed 
to bo cognizant of the presence of reporters, but a tacit assent to 
usage has given it the force of law. The narrative of these pro- 
ceedings in the Annual Register for the year is ably given, and 
deeply interesting. l"rom that time, the discussions in Parlia- 
ment have been as a constant discoursing, in the hcai'ing of our 
whole people, on all kinds of political questions — and discoursing 
obviously of the best description as means of educating the 
})ublic mind in the science of politics, inasmuch as it naturally 
tends to bring the jyro and con upon all subjects to the surface. 
The means, moreover, which it has furnished to constituencies 
for judging as to the manner in which their representatives are 
accpiitting themselves, gives it the highest practical value. 

The leading journal of London in 1688 was the Orange InteU 
ligencer, set up by the Government. It appeared twice a week, 
and consisted of a leaf, about the size of the Knighfs Penny 
Magazine, with its two pages of print. In these pages the public 
might expect to find two or three advertisements, and scraps of 
news ‘Eorrain and Domestick,’ mostly of a very trivial description. 
In 1788, jnst one century later, appeared the first number of the 
Times. This paper consisted from the first of four pages, nearly 
the size of our Globe or Standard, with four columns in each, 
and presented, on the w'hole, about ten times the matter con- 
tained in a number of the Orange Intelligencer. Mr. J. Walters 
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was the originator of this journal, and by the skill and energy 
which he brought to the whole business management, he made 
it what it ere long claimed to be, and really was, the lead- 
ing journal of Europe. Our loss of America, and the fall of the 
French monarchy, were events of sufficient magnitude to make 
all our men politicians, and our women scarcely less so. Fifty 
thousand copies of Paine’s ‘ Rights of Man’ were sold with extra- 
ordinary rapidity, and thirty thousand of the reply to it by 
Edmund Burke were as suddenly put into circulation. Cobbett 
now makes his appearance as a political writer, and Mackintosh 
distinguishes himself as the opponent of Burke. 

In 1792 a royal proclamation was issued directing all officers 
of the Government, and all magistrates, to use their utmost 
vigilance to discover the authors and publishers of seditious 
writings. New taxes also were laid upon newspapers. Such 
men as Mr. Grey, afterwards Earl Grey, and Mr. Sheridan, 
raised their protest against these proceedings, and in behalf of 
a free press. But the majorities in the Commons at this time 
always went to the illiberal side on such questions. The number 
of prosecutions against the press in the reign of George 111., and 
mainly through the great instrument of that monarch in such 
measures who was raised to the chancellorship as Lord Eldon, 
surpassed anything of the kind in our previous nistory. In 1795 
this man said from his place in Parliament — * The House should 
‘ remember that there have been more prosecutions for libel 
‘ within the last tw^o years than for twenty years before.’ But 
the bar was, not found wholly on one side. The speech of 
Erskine in defence of free publication, delivered at the trial of 
Paine, became as a household word among the people. Nor 
should we forget to mention that it was during the heal of these 
proceedings that Robert Hall published his ‘ Christianity con- 
sistent wdth a Love of Freedom,’ and his ‘ Apology for the 
Liberty of the Press,’ In the midst of these excitements, Crabbe 
published his poem intitled the ‘ Newspapei’.’ Lord Thurloe and 
Edmund Burke had shown the poet some kindness, and his 
courtly style of verse bespoke his gratitude to liis patrons. Pitt 
availed himself of the press more systematically than any minister 
in our history had done, and with no small advantage to his policy. 

From this retrospect, brief as it is, we may judge with some 
precision as to the field left at the commencement of the present 
century to the Edinburgh Review, as an organ of politico, or of 
general literary criticism. Our General English Literature had 
manifestly attained to such a state at that time as to leave little 
to be contributed to its ripeness by the new comers ; but the .. 
same cannot be said of the literary criticisms put forth at the 
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commencement of the present century by our Periodical Press. 
Here, indeed, the scene changes. In this department our best 
literature was so bad as not only to admit of being easily dis- 
placed, but such as might have died out without leaving any 
substitute in its room, and the nation have been no perceptible 
loser by the catastrophe. The Monthly Magazine, the GentlemarCs 
Magazine, and the Monthly Review were the great critical tri- 
bunals, apart from the newspapers, to which all authors stood 
amenable in those days. 

The Monthly Magazine in 1802 had reached its thirteenth 
volume. It was published by Richard Phillips, in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard. The number for January of that year extends to 
nearly a hundred pages, of which one-third is filled with ‘Letters 
from Correspondents,’ on nearly every kind of subject. So 
numerous are these communications, as to suggest that the people 
of those times must have had greatly more leisure on their hands 
than has fallen to the yjrescnt generation. The ‘ original letters* 
are followed by a considerable sup])ly of poetry, which the now- 
forgotten authors no doubt flattered themselves was also ‘original,’ 
Then we have a section on ‘ Public Affairs,’ another which gives 
you a monthly retrospect of the fine arts, and others in which 
the same periodical rcj)orts are made concerning agriculture and 
commerce. There is also a ‘ review’ department, but it is re- 
stricted to musical publications ; a large list of ‘ new publica- 
tions,’ and a summary of ‘ provincial occurrences,’ with all the 
marriages and deaths — arranged geographically, in the order of 
the counties from north to south — and the list of bankruptcies 
to boot ! On the whole, but for its constitutional dread of 
politics, wc might describe the Monthly Magazine as a very harm- 
less sort of monthly newspaper, designed mainly, notwithstanding 
its monthly account of ‘ diseases in London,’ for very harmless 
people in the country. 

The Gentleman's Magazine rose a little above this level of dul- 
ness, but only a little. Here we have the same summaries of 
‘ occurrences’ in town and country, at home and abroad ; and the 
same carefully-prepared lists of marriages and deaths, with all 
necessary information about the weather. Urban, indeed, has 
his principles, both in politics and religion, but these he is con- 
cerned to hold in the manner to be expected from a person bear- 
ing his name. He greatly admires our happy constitution in 
Church and State, but he can bear with differences so long as 
they do not pass the limits of moderation. Then, he never fails 
to give you some bits of antiquarianism, which are often curious, 
if not in any high degree useful ; and his notice of books is not 
confliicd to ‘musical publications.’ But this is about all that 
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can be said in favour of a periodical which circulated more 
widely than any other of its class, and which, in its literary 
character stood next to the leading Review of the time — the 
MontMy, 

The Monthly Review dragged ‘ its low length along* until not 
many years since. The number of this journal for the month in 
which the first number of the Edinburyk was published, extends, 
as usual, to somewhat more than a hundred pages, and included 
nearly fifty articles on as many separate publications. ]3ut of 
this number of articles, sixteen only are given in the manner of 
a modern review paper; the remainder, though numbered with 
the preceding, arc in smaller type, and such as we arc familiar 
with under the title of ‘ short notices.’ As will be supposed, 
even the papers of most pretension are brief. The longest does 
not exceed fourteen pages ; some do not cover a second page* 
In general, the object of the reviewer is not so much critical as 
expository — his observations, and the extracts given, being in- 
tended to assist the reader in forming some judgment of the 
book, both as to contents and execution. In the longer papers^ 
the length is chiefly made up of extracts, and the observations of 
the critic, while moderately liberal, and evincing, in respect to 
theology, a considerable Unitarian bias, are usually of the most 
formal, wordy, common-place description ininginable. Thus an 
article upon ‘Forsyth on the Management of Fruit-trees,’ begins 
with the following sentence, in which our readers will not fail to 
sec that the weight of the instruction is sustained by a suitable 
gravity of axpression: — ‘The hints and practical observations of 
‘ an experienced horticulturist must be acceptable to all those 
‘ who arc employed by others, or are interested themselves, in 
‘ the management of fruit-trees.’ We should have thought that 
the observations of an experienced horticulturist about the manage- 
ment of trees might have been presumed to be practical without 
their being so described; and that the world might have been 
safely left to find its way to the notion that persons who wish to 
bring the best skill to any employment will appreciate the 
assistance of those who can best help them towards that object. 
The following sentence is the conclusion of an article on ‘ White’s 
Selborne — 

‘ On the whole, we trust that this colhiction of minutes, the fruit of 
actual observation, will be perused with interest both by the scientific 
and the more ordinary reader, and will contribute to promote the 
piactical study of natural history.* 

Did people need a ghost to tell them that so rich a book as 
‘ White’s Selborne’ might possibly be in this humble measure 
useful ? We may cite the following from the same number, as 
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another specimen of this brilliant and instructive style of writing. 
It is the opening paragraph in the review of a ‘Journey from Edin- 
burgh,’ in two volumes, quarto, by some Alexander Campbell: — 

‘ Our attention has of late, in several instances, been directed to the 
subject of Scottish tours; and we have accompanied several writers 
with pleasure in their excursions to tlie northern parts of our island. 
Among others, the Hon. Mrs. Murray and Mr. Stoddart, rcently 
engaged our notice, and amply repaid our labour. We were gratified 
by their descriptions, because we found them to be appropriate; and 
we were improved by their delineations of character, because from 
experience we acknowledge them to be accurate. Few countries 
abound more in bold and picturesque scenery than the highlands of 
Scotland; and as few places arc calculated in a greater degree to 
surprise and delight the traveller, so a just representation of them, 
proceeding from the joint efforts of the pencil and the pen, cannot fail 
to impart pleasure. Books of travels have at all times been perused 
with avidity, and the present prevailing taste for beautiful decorations 
has giv(!U them a more extended circulation, and a more interesting 
appearance. When the powers of the writer are inadequate, the 
abilities of the artist are called to his aid, and tlicir united exertions 
produce, as on the present occasion, an agreeable entertainment for the 
public.’ 

The reader must feel this to be very edifying material, esj>c- 
cially as stilted forth in such measured phrase ! In concluding a 
j)aper on landscape gardening, as treated by Payne Knight and 
Ovedale Price, the critic says : — 

‘ In opijosifcion to the dressed appearance which results from well- 
kept lawns and gravel walks, they contend for the superior charms 
resulting from roughness and negligence as approaching nearer to the 
sublime glories of the pictui-esque.’ 

This is meant to be a spirited conclusion. We should have 
thought that charms desired as ‘ superior’ to others, would have 
been described as coveted in preference, not in ‘ opposition’ to 
others; and as to ‘sublime glories,’ they are not often the 
qualities intended in oiir use of the term ‘ picturesque.’ Cer- 
tainly, so sluggish is our imagination, that we should see a good 
deal of negligent gardening before we should be thereby made to 
feel that we were improacbing the Himalayas or the Alps. 

‘ Dictionaries,’ said Johnson, ‘ arc like watches — the worst are 
better than none :’ and the same may be said of the craft of 
reviewing, as it was carried on in this Island at the commence- 
ment of the present century. The Monthly Review was the bad 
watch, with which our poor English people were obliged to con- 
tent themselves from the want of something better. 

But if periodical criticism in this form was in this pitiable con- 
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dition, we have said enough to show that the general literature 
of the age is not to be estimated according to any such standard. 
The literary criticism of the age had fallen far below its author- 
ship. The men who affected to sit in judgment on the writings 
of others, were themselves, with rare exceptions, the veriest 
dullards and hacks in their vocation, such as might be hired from 
any literary market-place. What might be done in this way 
Johnson and Goldsmith had shown in their time, and the men 
were abundant, both in England and Scotland, who could have 
eclipsed, and with very moderate effort, the most successful pre- 
tensions to literary criticism in 1802 . The only thing needed 
was, that there should be some diversion of the talent flowing in 
so many other directions, into this almost deserted channel, 
In proof of this, we cite the following passage from the Anti- 
Jacobin weekly paper, w’hich made its appearance about four 
years before the publication of the first number of the Edinburgh* 

‘ It has been represented to us by a correspondent, whom we highly 
respect, that we should show some little mercy to the Morning 
Chronicle; and now, that wc have conducted it in safety to Newgate, 
leave it (as far as is consistent with the interests of our country), to 
the repentance which solitude and reflection will not fail to produce. 

* To talk to us of humanity is touching us on our weak side. Wc 
therefore consent to spare it, not that we shall abwstain altogether from 
noticing its lies, misrepresentations, &c.; but that it must be satisfied, 
in future, with a secondary place in our paper, in which it lately 
occupied so conspicuous a situation! 

* That situation we now intend for the Courier — a paper which has 
been recominended to our notice by several of our friends, and to 
which we purpose, in future, to pay a very marked attention: 

‘ Is nobis feriendiis aper qui roazimus errat.* 

‘ We cannot venture to promise that we shall conduct tliis print to 
Newg.ate in its turn; but we assert, without hesitation, that if there 
be tljat energy in the government and that regard for truth and honour 
in the public which we confidently believe, we shall speedily compel 
its conductors to take up some less dangerous and dirty method of 
cmj)loyment, or to flee from general execration and contempt, to Bride- 
well or the Fleet I 

‘ We trust no one will imagine that the Courier has obtained this 
preference from any inherent merit it possesses. Quite the reverse. 
Its flatness, dulness, and stupidity, are inconceivable: nor is the 
chaotic mass ever enlivened by a single ray of information, except a 
French paper accidentally strays into its office once or twice a quarter. 
W e have other reasons for our predilection, as our readers will .pre- 
sently see. 

Some may think that the Morning Post should have succeeded 'to 
the vacant seat; and this was once our own opinion. But we have 
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lately had occasion to make a distinction in favour of that paper. It 
is the only one upon which our castigations have had any effect. 
The Chronicle is grown more blasphemous, the Courier more mischie- 
vous, and the Herald more dull and sottish, in consequence of them. 
The Morning Post alone has wisely shrunk from our severity, reformed 
its principles in some material points, and in more than one of its last 
columns held a language which the Whig Club and Corresponding 
Society will not soon forgive. 

‘ If we could but cure this paper of its inveterate habits of lying 
and swearing^ and give it a few accurate notions of meam and tuum^ 
wc should not despair of seeing it one day an English opposition 
paper, but this must be the work of time. To time, therefore, we leave 
it, with the sincerest wishes for the accomplishment of what, we freely 
confess, we rather hope than expect.’ 

Oar younger readers must not suppose that there is anything 
remarkable in the wit, or in the force of any kind, observable 
in this extract, as compared with the general style of the Anti’- 
Jacobin. It is no more than a fair sample of the writing to be 
found in almost every page of that journal. 

But from the manner in which many express themselves 
on this subject, we should suppose that the contents of each 
number of the Edinburgh Review were distinguished by qualities 
of authorship, the like of which had never been seen before in 
our literature. The land of Shakspere and Milton, of Bacon 
and Newton, of Dryden, Defoe, Addison, Swift, Bolingbroke, 
Goldsmith, and Johnson, had fallen so low, that it was left to a 
small band of young men, hitherto unknown, to startle it into 
wakefulness, by utterances such as its literati had wholly lost the 
power of delivering. The presumption against the justice of such 
a notion must, one should think, be very strong. The fact is, 
such a view of the case is an^’thing but truthful. 

Within the half century preceding the appearance of the 
Edinburgh Review^ Ilumc, and Robertson, and Gibbon had all 
given the fruits of their genius to the world. Not to mention 
other names, Junius and Burke had, during that same period, 
conquered for themselves their place in history. The former of 
these men had become the terror of his time, by means of a style 
of writing characterised by nearly every vice or virtue of author- 
ship in which the early contributors to the Edinburgh laboured 
specially to excel. Edmund Burke, during the same interval, 
had risen to his place for all time and all nations ; exhibiting in 
every production of his genius, that breadth and beauty of philo- 
sophical thought and imagination, and in his style, that logical 
dearness, and that pathos and loftiness, of which the proudest in 
the confederacy of the Buff and Blue have been content to be- 
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come imitators, and for the most part with but indifferent success, 
unto this day. The ‘Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful’ had 
appeared in 1757, the ‘ Reflections on the French Revolution’ 
in 1790. 

The mention of Burke leads us naturally to the benches of 
our two Houses, and brings up our Walpoles and Chathams, our 
Foxes and Sheridans ; while from those halls of debate \vc as 
naturally pass to France, and become witnesses to the wonder- 
working of the Voltaires, the Rousseaus, the Diderots, and the 
D’Lamberts of that country — men whose genius seemed to be 
capable of penetrating and demolishing almost anything which 
their judgment or their passions had doomed to destruction. 
Place everything brilliant in the Edinhurffh Revieta for its first 
quarter of a century on the one side, and these works from the 
spirit of the age, as it was in action through the years not long 
preceding the appearance of that journal, on the other, and how 
faint in comparison does the great northern luminary become ! 

The Edinburgh Review^ then, did not become famous thus 
suddenly because the men who wrote in it were giants, and all 
who went before them were pigmies. That was not true; 
nothing like it was true. The fact is, there arc fashions in lite- 
rature, as in tastes of all kinds ; changes which come in their 
season, and endure for their season. In the history of our own 
literature it was left, as we have seen, to such men as Steele and 
Addision to set the example of men of genius employed in 
sending forth small and cheap papers on the character and 
manners of the age week by week, and even day by day. The 
old channels of authorship did not afford the outlets which the 
literary mind felt to be necessary to its purpose, and the swelling 
waters forced for themselves a new passage. Of course, a.s a 
rule, it is only powers which have established themselves else- 
where that are entitled, after this manner, to take possession of 
new territory. But whenever population exceeds a certain 
limit, some such enlargement of the homestead becomes in- 
evitable. What nature does in such cases, genius does in the 
same circumstances — it creates a field for itself. It is in the 
nature of genius, moreover, to consecrate what it touches, and in 
the case mentioned, it made way into the saloons of fashion for 
things as humble in cost and appearance as a street-ballad. 

It was in this manner that the French philosophers took up 
the* idea of the Encyclopaedia. The war, as hitherto conducted, 

separate action and separate publication, seemed to resemble' 
a canipaign entrusted to riflemen, in which the expenditure of 
skill and courage might be great, while the results were small 
The time came, accordingly, in which it was suggested that it 
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would be far better policy to move upon the enemy with more 
compactness, as with the strength and breadth of a battalion, 
and that this might be done by a confederation, which should 
agree to publish an encyclopedia. This idea, too, like Sydney 
Smith’s proposal to start a quarterly review, appears to have 
been received with acclamation, and it was long acted upon with 
powerful effect. 

Sir Walter Scott furnishes another example of this kind. 
When his sovereignty as a poet came to be disputed by Lord 
33yron, Sir Walter, w'itli the inventive susceptibiKty which 
belongs to such minds, began to inquire w^hether there was 
not some undiscovered or unclaimed territory on which he 
might set up his throne without the danger of such disturbance, 
lie saw that the field of prose fiction had been left, for the most 
part, to unworthy hands. He began to bethink him of writing 
]ioetry in prose, being well aware, we have reason to suppose, that 
there was little in what he had given to the public in verse, that 
might not have been given with more freedom and force in 
another form. The historical novel was attempted. Such a 
king had not trod on that ground before. We know the result. 

We uiight also mention the cheap publication idea, first acted 
upon in ihe origination of the Useful Knowledge .Society, as 
another of those productive tlioiighls concerning modes of action 
in connexion with literature, which seems natural to its history. 
But we have said enough for our purpose on this point. New 
exigencies will suggest new expedients. Just now, books 
arc almost everywhere taking the place oi great ones — ^what next? 

In this manner, reviewing became to the gifted men who 
started the Edinburgh, what literary essays had been to many 
of onr men of genius from the time of Queen Anne ; w'hat the 
Encyclopaedia became to the philosophers qf France during 
the latter half of the eighteenth century ; and what the historical 
novel has since become in the liands of Sir Walter Scott. 

Tlic mission of the originators of this project was not to make the 
world sensible to the existence of powers in them which had no 
place elsewhere, so much as to bring its sluggish thought to the 
tact, that when old modes of action become ineffective, it is time 
to cast about for new’ inodes, which may be, in their turn, what the 
old have once been. The more cultivated and capable mind of 
the age had expanded, needed larger space, and it came. The 
existing outlets for this force were deficient, not only in breadth, 
but in flexibility, and in novelty. The periodical essay vein had. 
been worked admirably, but it had been worked both so long 
and so well, that it could be worked with effect no longer. The 
Encyclopaedia notion was less old, but it was huge and unwieldy; 
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Still more, it was French, and as such too much identified with 
Gallic anarchy and atheism; and, beyond all this, it could have 
been at best but a borrowed thought. 

It was open to the spirits which gave existence to the Ediri- 
hurgh Revietv^ to have addressed themselves to the somewhat 
prejudiced and angry public around them separately, each man 
attaching his name to his production. But that would have been 
to risk much to small purpose. The work important to be done, 
was such as old men would be sure not to attempt; and such as 
young men could not hope to be equal to, except as working in 
combination and in secresy. The thing desiderated was a power 
that should scare not a few of the dwellers in the Noodledom, by 
saying bold and effective things through this unexpected channel, 
as to 3ie course generally given to affairs in that same Noodledom, 
and in support of a freer and more fair-play spirit in politics, 
literature, and everything beside, than was at all likely to find 
speedy favour in that region. Given the existence of Noodledom, 
as it was ; and given the existence of this wish in the heart of 
this confederacy, as it was — the course taken seems to have been, 
not only the most natural, but almost the only one that could 
have been taken. 

It is true there was power in the English Parliament. 
Men were giving themselves to labour in the right direction 
there, who would have been great men in any age or country. 
But to secure admission to the House of Commons was, natu- 
rally, for young men, a work of time. Labour there, moreover, 
was necessarily slow in producing any perceptible impression. 
But would it not be possible to create an organ whicn should 
deal with the more important matters of debate in those assem- 
blies, and with many other questions interesting to tlioughtful 
and cultivated men, as in the full audience of the public? Was 
there not a feeling existing as to thf desirableness of something 
of this nature, sumcieiitly wide to promise success to an experi- 
ment of this sort, if only conducted in a manner to deserve to 
succeed? That it \vould be within their power to establish such 
an organ as the Edinburgh Review ultimately became, was not, 
we may suppose, in their thoughts; but it is evident that the 
idea of its being possible that they should do something of 
mark in that direction did visit them, and with sufficient force 
to produce the attempt ere long made. It w'as precisely thus 
with Steele and Addison when they started the Tatler, They 
felt, from the first, that they had hit upon a good vein, but they 
were far from seeing whither it would lead — the Spectatorsy 
Guardiansy Ramblersy and Idlers that would follow. ^ 

With men who had reached the point at which Jeffrey and his 
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compeers had now arrived, the sole ijuestion might well be— can 
we invmt an agency that shall realize our object — or is there 
anything existing that may be made equal to it? What they 
could have invented for this purpose, we confess we do not see ; 
and the only agencies existing that could have been made available, 
were either the newspaper or the review. It is not difficult 
to see why the newspaper was not chosen. To have sustained 
a publication of that description with efficiency, cither in Edin- 
burgh or in London, would have demanded the exertions of 
parties who could be much more togetlicr, and whose attention 
to their object could be much more regular than was possible in 
the case of these persons — to say nothing of that grave question 
— capital. But a journal that should not appear more frequently 
than once in* three months, and which might include a much 
larger compass of subjects than could be felt to be in place in a 
newspaper — that was possible, and that accordingly was the 
project entertained. Had a newspaper project been equally 
practicable, and had it been worked with the same spirit, the 
journal so started might possibly have filled the same place in 
relation to the history of our newspapers, that the Edinburgh 
JterAf'w now fills in relation to the history of our reviews. 

We see, however, in the history of the newspaper press, since the 
beginning of the present century, that without any such impetus, 
the newspaper has become pretty^^wcll all that ^ve can suppose it 
would have become with it. Qriicry — would our review litera- 
ture have been much as we now find it, if the Edinburgh Review 
had never come into existence? There is nothing ungenerous 
or unreasonable in this question. Certain it is, that few mistakes 
are more common than that of concluding that parties who have 
been so fortunate as to have taken advantage of a tide in human 
affairs, have in fact created that tide, in place of merely using it 
to their purpose. In all liistorical inquiries, we are in danger of 
overlooking the predisposing causes of events, through allowing 
our attention to become fixed too exclusively on the persons who 
have become prominent as the immediate agents in producing 
them. What a journal is in comparison with the literature which 
has preceded it in its own department is one thing ; what it is in 
comparison with the general literature found working everywhere 
side by side with it is another. In our particular walk, we may be 
much in advance of our predecessors — but there may be no great 
merit in that, inasmuch as our rate of movement may only be the 
rate at w-hich everything else has moved. We do not account it 
a great virtue to keep pace with a stream; but men often trace 
what comes upon them thus bj a propulsion from without, to a 
force from w^ithin. The spirit of the age which gave the 
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originators of the Edinburgh Review their power, conferred 
similar gifts, at the same time, elsewhere, and close has been the 
race between the rival forces thus called into play. 

The newspaper literature of the London press, during the last 
fifty years, has been a literature of amazing talent. The powerful 
writing to be found in papers wdiich have nevertheless iailed, is 
not the least significant fact in this section of our litcrar^^ history. 
But in the midst of failures of all sorts, the high order of ability 
secured to this service has been steadily such, that the time has 
long since come, in which few care much about what the Edin- 
burgh Review shall say on public questions, com])ared with the 
importance attached, on some ground or other, to the leaders in 
the Times. During the last twenty years at least, the average 
writing in the Times has been writing of much mwe power than 
the average writing in the Edhthurgh. 

What makes this the more remarkable is the fact, that the 
field in which the Edinburgh has allowed itself to be thus clearly 
beaten, is the very field to which it owed its early success and 
its ultimate status. It was its politics, more than everything else 
taken together, that made it what it became. True, its manner 
of discussing political questions exposed it to ranch hostility ; but 
for every foe made by such discussion, a friend was gained to 
place over against him. It ivas as expressing the opinions of a 
large and powerful political party, that the Edinburgh Review 
gained its party. Of course, the more able and brilliant the 
treatment of general topics in llie journal the better, supposing 
it all to be allied wdth a due measure of the political. It would 
be showing the politics themselves to the greatest advantage, by 
obliging the world to take note of the excellent company into 
which they were adinilted. But without supplying that motive 
to fealty, the Review might have sent forth its papers on science, 
art, and literature, and ho^yever brilliant the writing, the success 
would not have been such as to have disposed the original work- 
men to continue long at their work. As it was,- they were most 
of thorn fitful fellows, and could be kept in the harness of any- 
thing like steady application but wdth the greatest difiicult}^ 
Nothing short of the extraordinary combination of qualities 
which distinguished Jeffrey, could have secured to the publica- 
tion the position which it filled during his reign, or a marked 
degree of success of any kind. 

Further, the publication of such a journal as the Edinburgh 
Review, even in London, by the side of oiir drowsy old friend, the 
Monthly, would have been an observable event; but much more 
observable was the fact, that a point north of the Tweed should 
be that from which the new luminary had made its appearance. 
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In England, the old Jacobite feeling had been pretty well 
exorcised ; and the battle for a free press, and for freedom gene- 
rally, had been carried on bravely, unceasingly, and to a large 
extent successfully. But in Scotland, the Jacobite foolery was 
still wide spread ; the hate of Whiggery was desperate ; and the 
effect of the French revolution had only been to give a more 
thorough intensity to this amiable madness. On the state of 
Scotland, however, in this view, we shall allow Lord Cockburn 
to speak. Concerning the time now under consideration, his 
lordship says — 

‘There was then in this country no popular representation, no 
emancipated burglis, no effective rival of the Established Churcli, no 
independent press, no free public meetings, and no better trial by 
jury, even in apolitical cases (except bigh treason), than what was 
consistent with the circumstances that the jurors were not sent into 
court under any impartial rule, and that, when in court, those who 
were to try the case were named by the presiding judge. The Scotch 
representatives were only forty -five, of whom thirty were elected for 
countifis and fifteen for towns. Both from its price and its nature 
(being enveloped in feudal and technical absurdities) the elective 
franidiisc in counties, where alone it existed, was far above the reach 
of the whole lower, and of a great majority of the middle, and of many 
even of the higher ranks. There were probably not above 1500 or 
2000 county electors in all Scotland; a body not too large to be held, 
hope included, in government’s hand. The return, therefore, of a 
single (jpposition member was never to be expected, A large estate 
might have no vote; and there 'ivere hundreds of votes which, except 
nominally, implied no true estate. The return of thrSe or four was 
miraculous, and tliesc startling exceptions were always the result of 
local accidents. Of the fifteen town members, Edinburgh returned 
one. The other fourteen were produced by clusters of four or five 
unconnected burghs electing each one delegate, and these four or five 
delegates electing the representative. Whatever this system may have 
been originally, it had giwn, iu reference to the people, into as 
complete a mockery as if it had been invented for their degradation. 
The people had nothing to do with it. It was all managed by town 
councils, of never more than thirty-three members, and every town 
council was self elected, and, consequently, perpetuated its own 
interests. Tlie election of either the town or the county member was 
a matter of such uttei- indifference to the people, that they often only 
knew of it by the ringing of a bell or by seeing it mentioned next day 
in a newspaper; for the farce was generdly performed in an apartment 
from which, if convenient, the public could be excluded, and never in 
the open air. The secession church had not then risen into much 
importance. There were few Protestant dissenters. Even tlie Epis- 
copalians were scarcely perceptible. Practically, Baptists were un- 
known. During a few crazy weeks there had been two or three 
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wretched newspapers, as vulgar, stupid, and rash, as if they had been 
set up in order to make the freedom of the press disgusting; and, 
with these momentary exceptions, Scotland did not contain a single 
opposition newspaper, or magazine, or periodical publication. The 
nomination of the jury by the presiding judge was controlled by no 
check whatever, provided his lordship avoided minors, the deaf, 
lunatics, and others absolutely incapable. Peremptory challenge was 
unknown. Meetings of the adherents of government for party purposes, 
and for such things as victories and charities, wei'e common enough. 
But, with ample materials for opposition meetings, they were in total 
disuse. I doubt if there was one held in Edinburgh between the year 
179o and the year 1820. Attendance was understood to be fatal. 
The very banks were overawed, and conferred their favours with a 
very different hand to the adherents of the two parties. Those who 
remember the year 1810 can scarcely have forgotten the political spite 
that assailed the rise of the Commercial Bank, because it proposed, by 
knowing no distinction of party in its mercantile dealings, to liberate 
the public, but especially the citizens of Edinburgh. Thus politically 
Scotland Avas dead. It was not unlike a village at a great man’s gate. 
Without a single free institution or habit, opposition was rebellion, 
submission probable success. There were many with whom horror 
of free principles, to the extent to w’hich it was carried, was a party 
pretext. But there were also many with whom it was a sincere 
feeling, and who, in their fright, saw in every Whig a person who 
was already a republican, and not unwilling to become a regicide. In 
these circumstances, zeal upon the right side was at a high premium, 
while there w'as no virtue so hated as moderation.* 

Beside this great difference as regards general liberty and 
public spirit in Scotland, as compared with England, the Dundas 
management and intrigue diffused its paralysis in all directions, 
to a degree utterly unknown and impracticable in this country. 

‘If there had been any hope of ministerial change, or even any 
roli(*f by A-ariety of ministerial organs, the completeness of the Scotch 
subjugation might huA'e been less. But the whole country Avas 
managed by the undisputed and sagacious energy of a single native, 
Avho knew the circumstances and the Avants, and the proper bait, of 
every countryman worth being attended to. Henry Dundas, the first 
Viscount Melville, was the Pharos of Scotland. Who steered upon 
him was sale; who disregarded his light was wrecked. It was to his 
nod that every man owed what he had got, and looked for what be 
wished. Always at the head of some great department of the public 
Service, and AA'ith the indirect command of places in every other 
department; and the establishments of Scotland, instead of being 
pruned, multiplying; the judges, the sheriffs, the clergy, the professors, 
the town councillors, the members of parliament, and of every public 
board, including all the officers of the revenue, and shoals of commis** 
sions in the military, the naval, and the Indian service, were all the 
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breath of his nostril. This despotism was greatly strengthened by the 
personal character and manners of the man. Handsome, gentleman- 
like, frank, cheerful, and social, ho was a favourite with most men, 
and with all women. Too much a man of the world not to live well 
with his opponents when they would let him, and totally incapable of 
personal harshness or unkindness, it was not unnatural tliat his olhcial 
favours should be confined to his own innumerable and insatiable 
partisans. With sucli means, so dispensed, no wonder that the mo- 
narchy was absolute. But no human omnipotence could be exercised 
with a smaller amount of just offence. It is not fair to hold him re- 
sponsible for the insolence of all his followers. The miserable condition 
of our political institutions and habits made this country a noble field 
for a patriotic statesman, who had been allowed to improve it. But 
this being then impossible, for neither the government nor a majority 
of the people Wished for it, there was no way of managing except by 
patronage. Its magistrates and representatives, and its other base 
and j)altry materials, had to be kept in order by places, for which 
they did what they were bidden; and this was really all the government 
that the country then admitted of. Whoever had been the autocrat, 
his business consisted in laying forty-five Scotch members at the feet 
of the government. To be at the head of such a system was a tempt- 
ing and corrupting position of a weak, a selfish, or a tyrannical man. 
But it enabled a man w'ith a head and a temper, like I)undas*s, to be 
absolute, without making his subjects fancy that they ought to be 
offended. Very few men could have administered it without being 
bated. He was not merely w’orslupped by his many personal friends 
and by the numerous idolaters whom the idol fed, but was respected 
by the reasonable of bis opponents, who, though doomed to suffer by 
his power, liked the individual; against whom they had nothing to 
say, exci'.pt that he was not on their .side, and reserved his patronage 
for his supporters. They knew that, though ruling by a rigid exclu- 
sion of all the unfriendly who were too proud to be purchased or 
loo honest to be converted, he had no vindictive desire to prosecute or 
crush. lie was the very man for Scotland at that time, and a 
Scotchman of whom his country may be proud. Skilful in parlia- 
ment, wise and liberal in council, and wdth an almost unrivalled 
power of administration, the usual reproach of his Scotch management 
is removed by the tw'o hicts, that he did not make the had elements he 
had to work with, and that lie did not abuse them, \vhich last is the 
greatest praise that his situation admits of. 

* In addition to common political hostility, this state of things pro- 
duced great personal bitterness. The insolence, or at least the confi- 
dence, of secure ])owcr on the one side, and the indignation of bad 
usage on the other, put the weaker party, and seemed to justify it, 
under a tacit proscription. It both excluded those of one class from 
all public trust, which is not uncommon, and obstructed their attempts 
to raise themselves any how. To an extent now scoi’cely credibly 
and curious to think of, it closed the doors and hearts of friends 
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against friends. There was no place where it operated so severely as 
at the bar. Clients and agents shrink from counsel on whom judges 
frown. Those who had already established themselves and had evinced 
irresistible powers, kept their hold; but the unestablished and the 
ordinary had little chance. Everywhere, but especially at the bar, a 
youth of a Tory family who was discovered to have imbibed the Whig 
poison, was considered as a lost son.* 

It will not now be difficult for our readers to see wherein the 
appearance of the Ediuhurgh Remew was destined to mark an 
epoch in the history of our literature. It w^as not that the talent 
which the contributors brought to their undertaking was greater 
than might be found in the general authorship of the time. If 
so compared, the originators of that publication did not had 
the spirit of the time, so much as folloio it. Non did this Buff 
and Blue confederacy consist of men of higher education or 
position than had hitherto given themselves to periodical writing 
on literature or politics. In this respect, our Steeles and 
Addisons, our Swifts and Boliiigbrokcs, our Fieldings and 
Smolletts, had all gone before them. In fact, they are entitled 
to our gratitude mainly on two grounds — first, as having taken 
possession of a most ill-worked Held of labour — the field of 
bringing to our literature in that department, theiibility 
which had long characterised it in its general authorshij); and 
secondly, as having committed themselves to a rminncr of writing 
on social and political questions, which was sure to expose them 
to many and deep resentments in England, and still more in 
Scotland. They took the weaker side, with all its certain or 
probable losses, because wdth it lay the riffht; and they declined 
to take the stronger side, witli all its certain or probable gains, 
because w'ith it lay the wrong. We respect the genius which 
fitted them to see the uses that might be made of the neglected 
field before them, and to bring the requisite ability to its culture; 
and still more do wc respect the feeling which must have 
prompted to such a course in such circumstances. England had 
been powerfully influenced by mind of this order through more 
than a century past, but Scotland had been little affected by it 
during the same interval — and this last fact contributed much to 
the success of the new journal, the quarter in whicli it had origi- 
nated, being the last from which men would have been disposed 
to expect it. 

Lord Cockburn naturally looks to the Edinhnryli Revww as he 
looks to its first editor, with all tlie partiality of friendship. Such 
a style of writing, in such authorship, is not only natural, but has 
its uses. It gives us the best on one side, the means of correcting, 
exaggeration being, in most cases, sufficiently at band. 
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To assist US in judging of what the Review must have been. 
Lord Cockburn gives us a list of some forty distinguished names, 
in various departments of literature and science, as found among 
its contributors. But the extent to which these persons were 
contributors, is a point on which his lordship furnishes but small 
information. Some of these names, it is well known, are the 
names of persons whose connexion with the Review was of short 
duration, and the contributions of others were few and far 
between, the articles supplied by the greatest names being, in 
many cases, by no means the most effective. We have sometimes 
heard our old friend the Eclectic extolled as a journal enriched 
by contributions from such men as Montgomery, Foster, and 
IJall. Foster’s name may be justly so used, but had the 
Eclectic found no better auxiliary than Hall, we scarcely need say 
wliat its fate must liavc been. Such names warrant some infer- 
ence as to the general reputation of the work with which they are 
connected, but there is a use of them which is illusive. They 
arc rarely' the names of the men who make a periodical journal 
what it is in its average and character. That is commonly the 
doing of the editor, with such assistance as he can command 
from writers who are not so much men of eminence, as men on 
their way to it. In general, when men rise to greatness, their 
Lands become much too full to allow of their giving much time to 
j)eri()dical literature. But there are always young and rising 
forces in society, which, if placed under a proper editorial expe- 
rience, are of the first order in value. Jeffrey was too good a 
general not to be aware of this ffict. But he moved in this 
direction discreetly. In 1827, he writes, and we have no doubt, 
truly — 

‘ From the very first I have been anxious to keep clear of any 
tradesmanlike concern in the Keview, and to confine myself pretty 
strictly to intercourse with gcntlenien only, even as contributors. It 
would vex me, I must own, to find that, in spite of this, I have 
lowered iny own character, and perhaps even that of my profession, by 
my connexion with a publication in which I certainly engaged on very 
high grounds, and have managed, 1 think, without dirtying my hands 
in any paltry matters.* — Vol. i. p. 280. 

Lord Cockburn states, and very justly, that no other man 
connected with the Review could have brought such a circle of 
contributors together, or, having them about him, could have 
retained them in their allegiance for a single year. Jeffrey pos- 
sessed the double faculty requisite to nis vocation, — that of 
knowing how to manage nearly all sort^ of men, and that of 
knowing how to write himself on nearly all sorts of subjects. In 
general, the thing he could not get others to do, he could do 
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himself, and he did it. During the first seven years of the 
Beviexo his own articles amounted to some three or four in every 
number. On the average, he wrote an article every five weeks 
during the seven and twenty years of his editorshij). Sydney 
Smith was the next man of importance as regarded the number 
and value of the papei-s furnished. By his exhaustless wit and 
humour, he did more than any other person, not excepting 
the editor himself^ to secure and to sustain the popularity of the 
work. Horner was slow and fastidious; Brougham was busy and 
uncertain; Allen could be only partially relied upon; Dr. 
Thomas Brown went off after the second number; Scott, Cole- 
ridge, and others, who had never done much, withdrew as soon 
as tile Quarterly made its appearance; and the assistance derived 
from such men as Sir James Mackintosh was valuable, not from 
its amount, so much as from the influence of a name. It was a 
matter of deep regret with Jeffrey that the Edinburgh could never 
vie with the Quarterly in classical literature. Even in science, 
whether relating to physics or metaphysics, it was only occasion- 
ally that it rose above a decent mediocrity; and we scarcely need 
add that its politics, by so soon taking the Holland House stamp, 
began, at a comparatively early period, to lag fur Ijchind the 
spirit of the nation. The newspaper press was more observant 
of that spirit, and more abreast with it. 

During its first twenty years, the Edinburgh Review owed its 
influence mainly to Jeffrey and Smith; through the next twenty 
its great light was Macaulay, and subsequcntlv Stephen ; con- 
cerning its roaster spirits just now, it will not lie expected that 
we should offer an opinion. Of Macaulay and Stephen we have 
spoken heretofore, and more fully we believe than any of our 
contemporaries; but this may be the proper place for a tew brief 
observations on the genius of Jeffrey and Smith. 

The variety of subjects on which Jeftrey employed his 
pen, if we suppose his treatment of them to have evinced any 
fair measure of competency for the work, is such as to bespeak 
an extraordinary compass of reading and investigation. Physical 
science, mental philosophy, politics in the more common and the 
larger uses of that term, and every branch of our lighter litera- 
ture, came alike under his critical cognizance, and his manner of 
dealing with all these sulnects must be admitted to have been in 
a high degree skilful. lie makes it felt, at one and the same 
time, that while he has a taste for analysing the philosophical 
scepticism of Hume, he can estimate the genius displayed in the 
historical novels of Scott; that he can test principles ot morals or 
legislation as elaborated by Bcntham, and discourse upon theories 
of poetry as reduced to practice by Southey or Wordsworth, by 
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Scott or Byron. The man who diffused his genius over such a 
surface, so constantly, and through so long an interval, and with 
so great a degree of freshness and power to the last, must have 
been no common man. It must be added, however, that Jeffrey 
was too constantly teaching ever to be really loanied, and that he 
meddled with too many things to deal profoundly with any one 
of them. 

The style of Jeffrey has many qualities of excellence. We 
almost envy him the adroitness with which he gives you the 
substance of a long story in a few sentences, and the contents of 
treatises, it may be of volumes, in a few paragraphs. The power 
to be brief in such cases, without being obscure, was his in a 
remarkable degree. But the style of this writer, in his graver 
articles, is nofc without faults. It is often diffuse and wordy, and 
at times very heavy; but its most exceptionable feature lies in a 
tendency towards a sameness of structure — in its verging so far 
towards a level line as to be by no means free from monotony. 
Jt has not much of the sententious mannerism of Johnson, 
more of the lighter and more negligent vein of Burke, but 
it never becomes so imaginative, so impassioned, so truly 
great as is the style of the writer last mentioned in his moments 
of higher inspiration. It has its admixture of short sen- 
tences, and is in general beautiful in its clearness. Even the 
most weighty discussions, also, are often relieved by sprightly 
illustrations, and by touches of wit and humour. But it lacks 
the terse, the axiomatic — that power of presenting good thoughts 
as apothegms never to be forgotten, which distinguishes the 
higher order of genius. Jeffrey not only could not do this, he was 
wanting in the power to appreciate it when done. Such achieve- 
ments belong to minds possessing the power of concentration, 
and the genius of Jeffrey was essentially discursive. Not un- 
frequently his style becomes slovenly in its diffuseness, but even 
at such times it rarely presents the ease and naturalness which 
the writer evidently intended should distinguish it. It is not, in 
the main, what it is meant to be — the style of educated men in 
their ordinary conversation ; it is not even the style in which 
such men express themselves in correspondence with each 
other. It is, after all, a style which you feel the author 
knows is to be printed, and is to come out in a book. The 
sentences, as they make their appearance, drop each into its 
place, too much after the rhetorical fashion of the bar, too 
little in the more varied and natural style proper to the critic. 
We think we see in the writer something like a consciousness 
of this tendency towards a recurrent structure of expression, 
and a not unfrequent effort to break in upon it, but the 
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attempt is not more than partially successful. In the style of 
Sydney Smith we find scarcely an approach towards fault of this 
kind. By comparing a few of his pages with those of Jeffrey, 
a reader of discernment will soon become sensible, we think, 
to the drift and justice of these remarks. 

It may seem strange that a journal like the Edinhurgh, made 
up of contributions from a great diversity of writers, should take 
with it any characteristic impress as to style. But, however the 
fact may be explained, a fact it is, that our leading organs of 
criticism, during the last fifty years, have all had their charac- 
teristics in this respect. It is very clear, moreover, that the 
characteristic style of the Edinburgh during its first quarter of a 
century, was given to it, for the most part, by Jeffrey. The style 
which predominates in the work is manifestly froni him — his own 
articles being niiinerous, and their success having disposed many, 
consciously or unconscioush^ to different degrees of imitation. 
The general style of the Quarterly is readily distinguishable from 
that of the Edinburgh ; the style of Blachtcoud, again, is easily 
distinguishable from both ; and that of the Westminster^ through 
all its changes, has been its own. The style of the Quarterly^ 
as compared with that of the Edinburgh, is distinguished as i)ar- 
taking much less of the march and swell of rhetoric, and as com- 
bining, we feel bound to sa3% in a higher degree tlian the 
Edinburgh, strength with repose, brilliancy with case, and variety 
with dignity. Our northern scribes, indeed, are most in earnest, 
and write in the manner best adapted to move the thoughts and 
passions of the community. But, in the years of which we are 
speaking, the southern men give you the impression of being 
much the riper men of the two in their vocation — men who can 
better afford to be calm, and to move leisurely in what they do. 
There is a courtly^ self-possession, and a refinement of manner, 
about them, in which their rivals do not often excel. 

We think, as we have said, that these peculiarities in the 
Edinburgh arc to be traced very much to Jeffrey’s example. In 
his articles of lighter criticism — on biography, poetry, and espe- 
cially wlicn a folly is to be dissected, or a quack is to be put under 
the lash, his authorship becomes much too spicy to admit of its 
being kept within the comparatively artificial and stately limits 
to which it is at other times restricted. But as the necessity for 
disquisition returns, so does the tendency towards a didactic 
or an oratorical march. 

Speaking of poctr}^, it is a notorious fact, that some poets 
highiy praised by Jeffrey are now little read, while others, on 
whom he once poured the vials of his critical wrath, have become 
great favourites wdth the- public. This want of agreement 
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between so wise a critic and so wise a community, has caused 
some perplexity to Jeffrey’s biographer. Lord Cockburn’s de- 
fence of his friend is, that the ]>oet8 who have become popular, 
as if in defiance of the critic’s opinions, have so become by reason 
of excellences which the critic never denied, and in spite of the 
faults which he censured — not at all by those faults ceasing to be 
such. But this plea is more ingenious than satisfactory. From 
Jeffrey’s style of criticism on such men as Southey, Coleridge, 
and Wordsworth, the only fair conclusion is, that, in his judg- 
ment, such j)oetry never could become popular. The poetry, 
however, is read, while the criticism is forgotten, or, if not for- 
gotten, is remembered in no reverential spirit. 

We think the explanation of this matter by no means difficult. 
So much of the fame of the Edinburgh Review had resulted from 
its bold and slashing style of writing, that the temptation was 
strong to carry it to excess. By this means the journal had 
created for itself a large circle of readers who were always 
thirsting for sucli potent stimulants. It is possible thus to vitiate 
the j)iiblic taste, until everything like sobriety becomes flatness, 
and the dram must l)e considerably above proof, if it is to be 
accepted as of the right sort. This may not be to bid for cus- 
tomers after the manner of the ordinary quack, but it is to do so 
too much after the manner of the gin-palace. It was left to the 
Edinburgh lievieir to take this style of writing out of the domain 
of politics, and to naturalize it in our literature. 

We think also, that this characteristic in the Edinburgh Review 
is It) he traced in part to a characteristic in it»> first editor. 
Jeffrey w'as not naturally an unkind man, but mcrcilcssness in a 
critic seems to have obtained a liigh ])lace in his code of morals 
Goethe has somewhere said — ‘ I’ake care of the beautiful, the 
useful will take care of itself’ This was not the feeling of 
Jeflrey. Jlis maxim rather was, — take care of the faults of a 
book, its excellences may be left to other keeping. Hence his 
object in writing always seems to be, to correct rather than to 
admire ; to abate synq)atliy with excellence, rather than to nur- 
ture it — all feeling of that nature being such as to need a curb, 
from its tendency to become extravagant and indiscriminating. 
So strong was the bias of our critic iu this direction, that his 
friends had about as much reason to complain of his strictures 
upon them as his enemies. With every disposition, in one por- 
tion of his nature, prompting him to say agreeable things about 
his actpiaintances, the chances are many, that when he comes to 
review what they have written, the critic will so get the mastery 
over the man, that the result will be something considerably 
removed from what might have been expected from the par- 
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tialities of friendship. Nor was this the result simply of the 
feeling which seemed to say, that to allow faults to escape him, 
even iri such cases, would be to betray a want of faithfulness in 
his vocation. It was the effect, fully as much, of an ascendancy 
of the analy tical and the critical over the emotional which be- 
longed to his temperament, and which always seemed to come 
in and to preclude any passionate admiration of the beautiful, by 
putting him upon taking it to pieces, in order to find out what 
it is that contributes to make up the beautiful. Give him the 
face of Venus or of Apollo to look upon, and the chances are, 
that he will discourse to you about the anatomy beneath those 
features, showing that it must be as it is, or the external phe- 
nomena would not be such as you witness. No mind with a 
strong bias of this description can be a safe guide in matters of 
taste. Our tastes are not from our understanding merely ; they 
come rather from our intuitions — from the joint action of' all our 
capacities and susceptibilities. But Jeffrey always insists on your 
giving a logical reason for your admiration, bcfinc he allow's you 
to admire, and by so doing he robs you of the pleasure of ad- 
miring that you might otherwise have enjoyed. By this double 
process--giving a prominence to faults, and detracting, virtimlly, 
if not intentionally, from excellence — he leaves you but little 
that you can feel as pertaining to the agreeable. There is a 
sort of cleverness in the critic ; but, in most cases, alas ! for the 
author. We were not aware, until the publicationof these volumes, 
that Jeffrey had once tried his liand very resolutely at poetry, 
and failed; mid wc must be allowed to say, that the style of liis 
criticisms on such subjects is precisely of the kind we should ex- 
pect from a man of such antecedents. The inspiration that 
should have fitted him to become a good poet, would have qualified 
him to become a good critic of poetry. We have no faith in the 
notion that a man needs little or nothing of the former qualifi- 
cation, to be eminent in the latter. 

Still, Jeffrey w'as not capable of giving himself willingly to 
anything immoral. He is entitled to much praise for the purity 
of liis writings, in the common sense of that term. In looking 
through the number of the Monthly Review for October, 1802, 
w’e found an article on Moore’s early poems, published under 
the name of ' the late Thomas Little,’ which proved to be a most 
imbecile affair, with scarcely a censure on the impurity of the 
book. We could not but contrast it with the burning stric- 
tures on that work sent forth soon afterwards in the Edinburgh — 
strictures which told so magnificently upon the author as to lead 
to a duel between him and Jeffrey. 

Sydney Smith and Jeffrey were always at one in upholding all 
those social principles which have come to be designated by the 
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term ‘liberal.’ Not less agreed were they in their scorn of 
everything that partook of the nature of a sham, in whatever 
guise it might come before them. Never were they more in 
their element than when exposing the hollowness of some ancient 
fraud, or when tearing the mask &omsome piece of living impos- 
ture. In this honourable vocation they laboured with their whole 
heart. Smith, while at times, and in appearance, even more 
devoid of pity for the delinquent than his mend, was at least his 
equal in hearty sympathy with the injured and down-trodden 
everywhere, and with suffering whenever of a nature which 
seemed to entitle it to be so regarded. But his humanity never 
became maudlin. His sense of right, speaking generally, was no 
respecter of persons. 

Smith was greatly the inferior of Jeffrey in knowledge and 
culture, but greatly his superior in genius. His reading was 
limited, and his information scanty, but he possessed the tact 
common to men of his class. He never exposed his ignorance 
by proceeding beyond bis depth. If, as often happened, he did 
not know all he ought to have known concerning the topic in 
discussion, he could sec where to stop, and could bring so much 
material and vivacity to his exposition of it, as gave to it an 
interest, and even an instructivencss, which many better-informed 
men would have laboured in vain to impart to it. In point of 
style, lie had greatly the advantage of Jeffre3\ It is not only 
more brilliant, but his whole manner is more" easy, varied, and 
natural. Everywhere it is the man writing as you conceive he 
would talk, were you in his presence. So little o^ art is there 
in it, or so completely is the art concealed, that you never think 
of what is said as having been tlie result of the least effort on the 
part of the man who has said it. The sarcasm, the imagination, 
the humour, the wit — all are of the most unstrained and spon- 
taneous description. Nor is it too much to say that he is as 
superior to Jeffrey in sagacity, as in taste and brilliancy. His 
estimate of men is in general singularly thorough and felicitous. 
He often sees at a glance, what Jeffrey could not have seen by 
long study ; and does with a stroke, what his ‘ sovereign’ would 
have laboured at long, and have done clumsily at last. He knew 
men — men in all grades — as Jeffrey never could have known, 
them ; and the intuitive penetration which gave him this superior 
knowledge, gave him his unrivalled skill in presenting it to others. 

In one memorable particular, even Sydney Smith was the 
patron of a sham. The greatest sham in this Great Britain of 
ours, according to his own account of it, is the Church of 
England. If we may believe him, not a decent piece of huma- 
nity would ever be round presenting itself as a candidate for the 
order of priesthood in that church, did not that church take care 
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to keep a very large supply of loaves and fishes in sight, so as to 
warrant the leanest clerk in indulging the hope of being allowed 
to come in some day for a refreshing share of them. Neverthe- 
less, the said clerks are all required to vow that they are moved, 
and do profess to be moved, by (juitc other intlucnces, and our 
jocular fi:iend Sydney Smith among the rest! The is, 

that they are constrained by the Holy Ghost to give themselves 
to the oversight of souls; the reality is, that they have set their 
hearts, or rather their stomachs, on the })rovender in the distance. 
This, be it remembered, is Mr. Smith’s own account of the 
matter, and this very knight-errant in his war against shams, 
gives himself day by day, through a long life, to the upholding 
of this most monstrous of shams — aj’, and contrives to amass a 
considerable fortune by so doing! ^ 

This brings us to our gravest charge against the Edinhurgh, 
While in the hands of Jeffi-cy, its spirit was often irreligious. If 
it did not openly assail Christianity, its criticisms in rehition to 
it, and to its professors, were in general unfriendly. The good 
in the piety of the age it was too much disposed to overlook, the 
evil it did not fail to exaggerate, and the course taken was, in 
the main, such as an enemy might have been expected to take. 
The public were justified, accordingly, in regarding the journal 
as subject to anti-christiaii infiuences. There was a scoffing, 
infidel tone often perceptible in it, which gave the whole weight 
of the Review to the side of the enemies of Christianity. The 
reverend gentleman w'hose consistency we have just adverted 
to, did enikicnt scrvdcc in this infidel direction. Of course, 
his reverence was concerned to distinguish between Christianity, 
and the creed of the Methodists, and of those 'consecrated 
cobblers’ in the character of missionaries who fell under his lash. 
But the sort of faith in Christianity which this merry priest really 
possessed it would be very difficult to define. The only thing 
certain seems to be, that he believed in the expediency of a 
church establishment, that so a genteel provision might be realized 
by that large class of people who are too idle to w’ork, and too 
proud to beg. When the Review passed into the hands of 
another editor, this peculiarity in its taste or policy gradually dis- 
appeared, until, of late, it has occasionally done good service in 
defence of Christisinity. But this change did not become 
observable until after the appearance of the Westminster, From 
that time, it seems to have been accounted more respectable to 
leave the infidel thunder to the new journal, which was disposed 
then, as now, to wield it with much greater freedom than its 
more w'ary predecessor had ventured to do. Some of our good 
Christian people have interpreted this change in the Edinhurgh 
as the evidence of a favourable change among our literary and 
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scientific men in regard to Christianity. But herein they do not 
reason well. This fact is not in itself sufficient to warrant the 
inference deduced from it. It is true the Edinburgh has changed 
for the better, but our press in general has changed for the 
worse. The infidel publications of the present day arc not so 
offensive as were those of forty or fifty years since ; but it is 
beyond doubt that publications of that aescription are more 
numerous, and of a much more influential description now, than 
they have ever been in our history. 

In attempting to form a sound judgment as to the influence of 
the Edinburgh Review on the mind of this country, the mischief 
done by its irreligious spirit must not be overlooked. It is justly 
said to have been the glory of Addison, that he made the nation 
feci that the faith and morality of the Christian, might be found 
in company with the most brilliant wit, and with the richest 
humour; and that he effectually turned that mockery against 
irreligion, which had been too long directed against every sem 
blancc of sincere ]iiety. But, we regret to say, the course of the 
Edinburgh Review while in the hands of I^ord Jeffrey, has no glory 
of this sort about if . On the contrary, it did much to strengthen 
an irreligious spirit which it has since deemed it expedient to 
renounce and disown. In regard to religion, as to politics, it has 
long been content to submit to public opinion rather than to lead it. 

Nor must wo overlook the fact already mentioned — viz., that 
it 'was the work of this journal to set the example of introducing 
that onesidedness and bitterness — that stiletto and bludgeon stylo 
of writing, which had been restricted to our writers on paity 
}>oliiics, into the domain of criticism on matters of literature and 
science. With so much effect was this done, that the imitation 
became general in our periodical press, and for many long years 
an author had almost uniformly to lay his account with finding 
his sins as a politician, visited upon him in his capacity as a man 
of science, or a man of letters. Lord Cockburn, indeed, supposes 
that ho has sufficiently vindicated his friend on this point, by 
expressing himself thus: — 

‘ Other journals arose. TVhich of them have been less cruel. Which 
of them has exhibited the virtues for the want of which the Edinburgh 
Review was blamed? Which, of them has not surpassed it in all the 
iniquities of its justice? Which of Utem has practised less the art of 
giving pain ?' — Vol. i. p. 290 . 

The italics in this extract arc not ours. But it is the manner 
of Lord Cockburn to account a delinquent as ceasing from lia- 
bility to censure, because his example is known to have been so 
infectious that nearly all persons who have come under its 
influence have been disposed to follow in the same track ? Of 
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course we are far from meaning to say that the follies and 
knaveries about us arc not often such as to deserve the most 
thorough exposure that can be given to them, either by means 
of wit or wisdom. The complaint in this case has respect to 
something which presses beyond such limits. To assist us in 
judging of our obligations to the Edinburgh Review in other 
respects, Lord Cockburn thus writes: — 

‘ We can only estimate our permanent obligations to the Edinburgh 
Review, when Jeffrey retired from it, by placing ourselves on the 
eminence of 1 829, and looking back on the space between that point and 
the month of October, 1802. It is nearly impossible even to count the 
useful intervening changes. A few of the more material ones stand 
out, and will for ever display themselves, as the ^reat marks that 
attest the progress of the age. In 1802, dread of tne people, and a 
stem resistance of improvement, because it multiplied change, were 
the necessary, and often the only qualifications for l‘av{)ur with the 
party in possession of power. The rights of religi»)us toleration were 
so little understood, that several millions of the population were sub- 
jected, on account of their creed, or their forn»s, to various important 
disabilities. We traded in human beings, under the protection of a 
great party, and of the law. Popular education was so utterly 
unknown to England, that the ignorance of the lowest orders was 
considered as a positive recommendation. Ireland was in a state of 
disorderly barbarism; and, because it was peopled by l^^pists, this Avas 
thought its natural and deserved condition^ There was much liard- 
ness or indifference of public opinion, showing itself particularly in 
the severity of our dealings with all we had to punish or et)ntrol — the 
sailor or solcTier, the criminal, the insolvent, the lunatic, and the young. 
The foundations of many parts of our public policy were hollow; or 
when solid, what had been raised upon them was unsound; so that 
facility of revision Avas Avliat was required; yet tliese delects were exactly 
what were successfully maintained to be the best j>arts of our i)olicy. 
The mere elements of political economy Avere very sparingly known, 
except to a very siniill class. Some of the pliysical sciences, such as 
geology, Avere only arising, and all of them admitted of great mq jrove- 
ment. The literary horizon was but beginning to glow with the 
brilliancy of its later great era. The public mind was in the bud, but 
if not eberished, the blossom and the fruit iniglit have been destroyed, 
or long delayed* 

‘In the year 1829, all this was altered or mitigated. The alteration 
from youth to manhood, in an individual, is not more comjdete than 
had taken place in the nation. That miserable horror of change, 
•which must in time reduce any country to idiocy, Avas duly abated; and 
novelty, though it never of itself became a recommendation, ceased to 
be a reproach and conclusive. The Protestant dissenter and the 
Papist were emancipated. Nothing elfectual was yet done for popular 
education ; but the existing evil had been exposed, and A\'e heard Iktlc 
of the praises of ignorance. The sad insanities of Ii’eland, which may 
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Still baffle a century of sound legislation, were not cured; but the folly 
of dealing with that as a doomed island, and the duty of trying to 
relieve its miseries, though self inflicted, by justice and prudence, and 
the hope of the ultimate success of wise measures, even on that people, 
came to be the habitual sentiments of parliaments and of public men. 
Our great crime of slavery was put down; and the many curses by 
which it will ever revenge itself upon any people that practise it, were 
avoided. The light was admitted into many abuses, and many defects, 
in many parts of our polity, not excepting the fiscal and the legal, the 
most inscrutable and best guarded of them all. The heart of the 
nation was softened. All the haunts, whether of penal or corrective 
control, of innocent or of guilty misery, were reformed by that pity 
which would have entered them in vain, but for the improved humanity 
of the age. Commercial and kindred questions came to be solved by 
an application of the economical science to which they belong, and 
which lost by discussion much of its mystery, and became familiar to 
the ordinary tlioughts of ordinary people. That extension of the 
elective franchise, without which it now seems certain that revolution 
could not have been long delayed, had not actually taken place; but it 
was close at hand. Campbell, Crabbe, Southey, Scott, Byron, Moore, 
and Wordsworth, had risen, and shone, and nearly passed away. But 
not till the true principles of poetical composition had been examined 
and applied to each. There never was a period in vrhich such nume- 
rous and splendid contributions, moral and physical, were made to the 
treasury of public knowledge; aud all of these were now discussed with 
no general and feeble expressions of praise or of blame, but with a 
degree of independence and talent, entering into the very heart of the 
matter, that gave people of all sides an assurance of being adequately 
instructed.* — pp. 296-299. *• 

If we are right in what we have written on this subject, it 
must be obvious that the light and shade of this picture is given 
with much partiality. It almost ignores what had been done in 
this country to extend the principles of liberty, and to raise the 
popular intelligence, previous to 1802, and it exaggerates the 
amount of change realized up to 1829. It is subsequenily to 
the year last mentioned that the most material changes in our 
social progress have been brought about, and it will hanlly be pre- 
tended that the political influence of the Edinburgh Remew has 
been of a very powerful description since that time. Its artillery 
might do some execution when it came, but its opportunities for 
action occurred only at the close of long intervals, and even then 
its doings were of necessity limited, by reason of the many other 
things which it was obligcU to be doing. It is a significant fact, 
patent to every man of observation, that the pofitical influence of 
our review literature has been steadily declining during the Iasi 
thirty years, while the influence of the'newspaper press has been 
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as steadily increasing. The review may speak with more weight, 
and with more fulness than the newspaper, when it does speak ; 
but the newspaper more than compensates for its disadvantage 
in this respect, by the pi*omptitiidc and frequency of its utterances. 
Once in three months, or once a month, is much too long for 
the public to be waiting for trustworthy opinions on questions 
which are in immediate pressure, and care has been taken that 
the wants of the public in this respect shall be well supplied. 
In no period since 1802 has the popular influence of our review 
literature in relation to jiolitics been such as to admit of com- 
parison with the influence of our newspapers: and during the 
latter half of this intcrv'al the scale has turned most remarkably 
in favour of our weekly and daily journalism. Publications 
which appear at longer iiitcn^als, and which .admit of more 
deliberate, as well as fuller expressions of opinion, will no doubt 
continue to act as powerful educators of the public mind; but it 
will be for the most part after a normal manner — instructing 
many, who, in their turn, will become the instructors of others. 
In this way, the early volumes of the Edinburgh Eevhw did 
signal service. The fact of its existence, moreover, taken along 
with the terror which its retributive criticisms bad in.spircd, 
operated as a preventive of evil, hardly less than as a stimulant 
to good. But when we find the names of ‘ C^aiupbcll, (b-abbe, 
Soiitbcy, Scott, Byron, Moore, and Wordsworth,^ cited as il 
these men owed their appearance, or anything really distinctive 
of them, to tlie epoch created by the schooling of the Edinburgh 
Iicricw, wc%begin to feel the want of a little more discriniinaticm 
in the treatment of this .subject. We say of the Edmburgh 
Eeview as we say of these eminent persons, that it was nt)t so 
much the maker of the times, as made by th(!in ; doing con- 
siderable service, beyond a doubt, but service which was no more 
than tributary, along with innumerable influences besides, 
towards that improved state of aftairs, which, from a combination 
of causes, liad its place among the natural ct'rlaiuties of the 
future. 

It is, as we all feel, somewhat humiliating, that the work pos- 
sible to be done by individuals, or even by confederations, in the 
aftairs of this world, should be commonly thus limited — all 
human effort being dependant^ in this manner, like the plant, on 
the possession of a genial atmosphere in which it may live and 
floiuish. But it is in vain to quarrel with this f^t — we see it 
everywhere — it comes from a law of providence. 

Since the decline of the tide of popular favour which enabled 
the Whigs to carry the licform Bill, the political tone of the 
EdMurgh Review has ceased to be what it once was. Its party 
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has been in power, and the influence of that fact has not been 
favourable to its popularity, nor to that spirit or ability in the 
conducting of it as regards the treatment of political questions, 
which might have entitled it to popularity. Its tone on such 
subjects has become that of the upper and wealthy classes, and 
has ceased to be that of the people. Earnest reformers have 
long regarded it as operating in the way of a drag, rather than 
as an impetus, in relation to most of the questions in which they 
arc interested. An article in one of its recent numbers on 
parliamentary reform, is quite sufficient to show that there is a 
degree of justness in this impression. During the last twenty 
years, the Whigs have always been in office, or the near expec- 
tants of office, and it is not mfficult to see what the effect of such 
circ I mi stances Would be upon a great Whig organ in regard to 
iiolitical speculation. With occasional exceptions, it is now a 
i’cavy vehicle, and unless some great disaster should befall the 
party, so as to call up its old aggressive spirit, there is 
(it tic chance of our seeing the Edinburgh other than we 

now find it. It began with the popular, it will probably die of 
die g(‘ntcel. Its great solicitude at present seems to be, to 
^.t‘lVic*n(l thotic who know sufficiently well how to befriend them- 

Ives -an occupation that may have its conveniences, though 
c innot say much for its wisdom or its heroism. 

Strange to say, the most valuable papers in the Edinburgh 
since tlie retirement of Macaulay, have been of a religious nature. 
Its exposures of the bastard popery that has been allowed to 
nestle, and grow up, within the walls of our Established Church, 
doit much honour; as docs its altered style in respect to the 
claims of Christianity, and of religious men generally. But its 
general criticism docs not attract much attention. No man fears 
it; and no man thinks of leaning upon it as a matter that may 
be in any material degree helpful to him. For many years, a 
war of much spirit was carried on, by a large class of authors on 
the one side, and by the Edinburgh reviewers on the other; and 
the skill and prowess of the combatants attracted multitudes to 
the arena, who looked on with deep interest. But whether it be 
that our authorship has fallen so low as not to be worthy of such 
criticism, or that the new race of critics are of a much tamer 
breed than the old, so it is, that we now often read and sigh, as 
we think of days gone by. 

Jhit it is observable that not only the Edinburgh^ the organ of 
the winning side in the political contest, has thus declined in 
influence, the same is no less true of its opponents, who have 
their place as politicians on the losing side. The Qaarterlg Be^ 
view and Blackwoods Magazine, are no more what they once were 

o 2 
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as to social influence, than their great precursor and rival the 
Edinburgh. If the latter has suffered from the influence of pros- 
perity, the former have failed to profit by the discipline of ad- 
versity. The politics of the English Quarterly and of the Scotch 
Monthly have been identical, and have been urged in a manner 
which, if manner alone might have been successful, must have 
commanded success. Iteration, earnestness, brilliancy, and, we 
regret to add, foul play quite as much as fair play, have all been 
brought to the full to this service. But the ena sought has not 
been gained. Truth has shown itself more potent than genius. 
Every step in our |)olitical progress during the last thirty years 
has been opposed by these journals, inch by inch, and to the 
last. But the Quarterl//, once so formidable to all the lieges of 
this land, has seen its great party diminish and fall away ; and 
losing its party, it has lost its power. On its political theories, 
and on those of its Scotch auxiliary, the nation has pronounced, 
and its verdict is against them. Their cardinal truths have been 
declared untrue. We are not displeased to see that if a journal 
is to be powerful now-a-days, it must possess something more 
than brilliancy, and do something more than amuse. The 
lighter criticisms of the Quarterly and Blackwood arc all that 
they have ever been, and in these (|ualities they have, on the 
whole, always taken precedence of the Edinburgh But the 
graver purpose of these publications is not truthful. Their poli- 
tical notions arc servile, their ecclesiastical notions are not less 
so, and the nation, for the greater part, has outgrown both. 
Most unwise would they be to deal less than they do in the bril- 
liant and the amusing; but a higher manhood in political think- 
ing, and in religious thinking, must come to them, and in a great 
measure also to their somewhat aged precursor, the Buff and 
Blue, if the glory which has departed from them is ever to return. 
At present there is a timid, cowering conservatism pervading 
them all. 

What we want is a new power, whi<.‘h might be to our two 
great family parties what the Whigs were to the Tories fifty years 
since. The times seem to be ripening to some such issue. Had 
we a great Nai'IDNALIST party— we like that word, it is large 
meaning and large-hearted — even the literature of such a party 
would be as a morning freshness to us all. It would be a litera- 
ture of conviction and feeling. At present our literature is 
hardly less subservient to the artificial pleasure of certain superiors 
among ns, tlian was that of France under Louis XIV. to the 
will of its great ruler. 
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Art. VIT. (1.) — Discourses on the Fine Arts, By Sir Joshua. 

Reynolds. Edinburgh. W. & R. Chambers. 

(2.) The Germ; a Collection of Papers on Art and Poetry. London. 
1850. 

(3.) Pre-Raphaelitism, By John Ruskin. London. Smith & 
Elder. 1851. 

(4.) Catahgue of the Exhibition of the Royal Academy, Eighty- 
fourth Year. London. 1852. 

Some five years ago a few very young men, then students in the 
Royal Academy, formed themselves into a kind of clique, with 
the intention <Sf aiding and abetting each other while they pro- 
secuted the study of Art in a new and somewhat peculiar manner. 
One of the most influential members of this clique, if not its 
actual founder, was William Holman Hunt, a young man who 
had already given proofs of his determination to be an artist by 
overcoming not a few difficulties that lay in his way ; the other 
members were — Dante Gabriel Rossetti and William M. Rossetti, 
the sons of a well-known Italian professor, naturalized by a long 
residence in England; F. G. Stephens, J. Collinson, Thomas 
Woollier, and John Everett Millais. Of these seven, six were 
painters, and one, Mr. Woolner, a sculptor. Half in freak, half 
in earnest, they called themselves the rre-Raphaelite Clique — a 
name which, from its reference to Italian art, vre conclude that 
the Rossettis suggested. Afterwards, disliking the w't)rd ‘ clique,* 
they called themselves the ‘ Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood,’ or, 
more shortly, and to show that they were a good deal in fun all 
the while, the ‘ P. R. B’s.’ They were all young men of inde- 
pendent talent ; and there was really nothing more of brother- 
hood about them than that they found themselves of a similar way 
of thinking in matters of art, and were, by choice, very much toge- 
ther both in the Academy and out of it. As was natural, they be- 
came known to the other students as the ‘ P. R. B.’ set ; and, as is 
very apt to happen in such cases, the name adopted in a moment 
of frolic has clung to them longer than some of them perhaps 
wished or expected. Of the original seven, however, one or two 
have either given up Art or fallen off* from the brotherhood, while 
one or two others have been added in their places. The Pre- 
Raphaelites now best known are Hunt, Millais, the elder Rossetti, 
and C. Collins. The last, though in fact more obstinately 
Pre-Raphaelitesque than any of the others, was not one of the 
original seven; and Rossetti is so fastidious as a painter, and 
abandons so many of his paintings half-ffnishcd, that Millais and 
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Hunt, who have the greatest resy)cct for him, are almost angry 
that he does not appear more evidently as their rival. Woolncr, 
who is also a young artist of real stuff and promise, is at this 
moment, wc are sorry to say, on his way to Australia ; whence, 
we hope, he will return to take his place among English sculp- 
tors. On the whole, it may be said, that the Pre-Raj>haelites 
best known to the public, through their works at this and the 
last annual exhibition of the Academy, arc Hunt, Millais, and 
Collins. 

So much for gossip ; and now as to Pre-Raphaclitism itself. 
In its origin, we believe, Pre-Raphaclitism was a protest by the 
young artists whose names we have mentioned, against certain 
traditions in art which had come down with the double sanction 
of practice and teaching. Until very recently, the work which 
has served in England both as a text-book to the j)rofessional 
student of art, and as a compendium of information rcsj)ecling 
art for the use of the general reader, has been ‘ Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s Discourses.’ Wc shall select from this really pleasant 
and useful work those passages against which, as we conceive, 
Fre-Raphaelitism is most distinctly a rebellion. 

* Ideal perfection and beauty are not to be sought in the heavens, 
but upon the earth. They are about us, and upon every side of us. 
But the power of discovering what is deformed in nature, or, in other 
words, what is partieiilar and uncommon, can be acquired only by 
experience; and the whole beauty and grandeur of the art consists, in 
my opinion, in being able to gcit above all singular foi*ms, local 
customs, particularities, and details of every kind. All the objects 
which are exhibited to our view by nature, upon close examination 
will be found to have their blemishes and defects. The most beautiful 
forms have something about them like weakjiess, minuteness, or im- 
perfection. But it is not every eye that ptjrceives these bleinislies. 
It must be an eye long used to the comparison of these forms; and 
which, by a long habit of observing what any set of objects of the 
same kind have in common, has acquired the power of uiseerniiig 
what each wants in particular. This long laborious compaiison 
should be the first study of the painter wdio aims at the great style. 
By this means he acquires a just idea of beautiful forms; he corrects 
nature by herself — ^her imperfect state by her more perfect. His eye 
being enabled to distinguish the accidental deficiencies, excrescences, 
and deformities of things, from their general figures, he makes out an 
abstract idea of their forms, more perfect than any one original; and — 
what may seem a paradox — ^lie learns to design naturally by drawing 
his figures unlike to any one object. This idea of the perfect state of 
nature, which the artist calls the Ideal Beauty, is the great leading 
principle by which works of genius are conducted. Bj' this Phidias 
acqoix^ his fame. He wrought upon a sober principle what lias 
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SO much excited the enthusiasm of the world; and by this metliod you, 
who liave, courage to tread the same path, may acquire equal reputa- 
tion. This is the idea which has acquired, arid which seems to have 
a right to, the epithet of divine; as it may be said to ])reside, like a 
supreme judge, over all tlie productions of nature — ai>p(raring to be 
possessed of the will and intention of the Creator, as far as they 
regard the external form of living beings. When a man once pos- 
sesses this idea in its perfection, there is no danger but that he will 
be sufficiently warraesd by it himself, and be able to Avarm and ravish 
every one els(i. Tlius it is from a reiterated experience, and a close 
comparison of the objwts in nature, that an artist becomes possessed 
of the idea of that centi al form, if I may so express it, from which 
every deviation is deformity .* — Third Discourse. 

‘ flow inucli the great style exacts from its professors to conceive 
and represent tfieir subjcicts in a poetical manner, not confined to 
mere matter of fact, may be seen in the cartoons of Raffaelle. In all 
the pictures in whiedx tlie painter has represented the apostles, be has 
drawn them with great nobleness; be has given them as much dignity 
as the human figure is capable of receiving; yet we are expressly told 
in Scripture they had no such respectable appearance; and of St. 
Paul, in particular, we arc told by himself, that his bodily presence 
was mean, Alexander is said to have been of a low stature: a 
painter ought not so to reprijsent him. Agesilaus was low, lame, and 
of m(*an appearance : none of these defects ought to appeal* in a piece 
of wliich lie is the hero. All this is not falsilying any fact; it is 
taking an allowed poetical licence .’ — Fourth Discourse. 

* Tiie first idea that occurs in the consideration of what is fixed in 
art, or in taste, is that pre.siding principle of which I have so fre- 
quently .spoken in former discourses — the general idea of nature. 
Tlie beginning, the middle, and the end of everything that is valuable 
in taste, is (!oinpriscd in the knowledge of what is truly nature; for 
whatever notions are not conformable to those of nature, or universal 
opinion, must be considered as more or le.ss capricious. My notion of 
nature coin[)rehends not only the forms wldcli nature produces, but 
also the nature and internal fabric and organization, as 1 may call it, 
of the human mind and imagination. I'lie terms beauty or nature, 
which are general ideas, ai’e but different modes of expressing the same 
thing, wd I ether we apply these terms to statues, poetry, or pictures. 
Deformity is not nature, but an accidental dtsviation from her accus- 
tomed practice. Tliis general idea, therefore, ought to be called 
nature; and notliing else, coiTectly speaking, has a right to the name.’ 
— Seventh Discourse. 

‘ I remember a landscape painter in Rome, -who was known by the 
name of Studio, from his patience in high finishing, in which he 
thought the whole excellence of art consisted; so that he once 
endeavoured, as he said, to represent every individual leaf on a tree. 
This picture I never saw; but 1 am very sure that an artist who 
looked only at the general character of the species, the order of the 
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branches, and the masses of the foliage, would in a few minutes pro- 
duce a more true resemblance of trees, than this painter in as many 
months. A landscape painter certainly ought to study anatomically, 
(if I may use the expression,) all the objects which he paints; but 
when he is to turn his studies to use, his skill, as a man of genius, 
will be displayed in showing the general effect, preserving the same 
degree of hardness or softness which the objects have in nature; for 
he applies himself to the imagination, not to the curiosity, and works 
not for the virtuoso or the naturalist, but for the common observer of 
life and nature. When he knows his subject, he will know not only 
what to describe, but what to omit; and this skill in leaving out, is, 
in all things, a great part of knowledge and wisdom.*— DU- 
course. 

These maxims are certainly neither so clear in ^hemselvcs, nor 
expressed with such a commanding appearance of intellectual 
authority, as to render assent inevitable. Accordingly, there 
have always been artists who have proceeded in a spirit contrary 
to that which they indicate. It was left for the Pre-Raphaelites, 
however, formally and openly to avow their denial of them, and 
to signalize the same by a peculiar style of practice. 

The great principle which the Pre-Raphaelites took up sepa- 
rately, and w'hich became the bond of their union, was that they 
should go to Nature in all cases, and employ, as exactly as pos- 
sible, her literal forms. If they were to paint a tree as part of a 

S ictiirc, then, instead of attempting to put down, according to Sir 
oshua Rcynolds*s prescription, something that might stand as 
an ideal tree, the central form of a tree, the general conception of 
a beautiful tree derived from a previous collation of individual 
trees, their notion wtis that they should go to Nature for an 
actual tree, and paint that So, also, if they were to paint a 
brick wall as part of the background of a picture, their notion was 
that they should not paint such a wall as they could put together 
mentally out of their past recollection of all the brick walls they 
had seen ; but that they should take some actual brick-wall and 
paint it exactly as it was, with all its seams, lichens, and weather- 
stains. So also, in painting the human figure, their notion was 
that they should not follow any conventional idea of corporeal 
beauty, but should take some actual man or woman, and repro- 
duce his or her features w'ith the smallest possible deviation con- 
sistent with the purpose of the picture. So also, in a historical 
picture, their notion was that there should be not an effort, 
primarily at least, after what Sir Joshua calls the grand style, 
nut the most faithful study of truth in detail, truth in costume, 
truth in the portraiture of the personages introduced, truth 
to all the contemporary circumstances of the action repre- 
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sented. Their notion, in painting a St. Paul, would have 
been, we believe, not to have idealized him, as Sir Joshua 
affirms that Raphael has done, but actually to have exhibited 
him as he was, a man in whom a great soul was shrined in 
a mean and contemptible body presence. And, in a similar 
manner, in painting Alexander, they would, we believe, have 
been resolutely attentive to the fact that he was a Greek of small 
stature. 

This protest in favour of Naturalism or Realism, which con- 
stitutes tnc essence of the Pre-Raphaelite innovation in Art, is, it 
will be observed, almost exactly identical with that which consti- 
tuted the Wordsworthian innovation in poetical literature. 
What Wordsworth affirmed was, that for nearly a century before 
his time, the persons calling themselves poets had, with a few 
exceptions, thought and written in a conventional manner, 
according to certain traditions of what poetry must be, neither 
looking directly to Nature for the objects of their descriptions, 
nor using such language as men use in real life. What he 
attempted, therefore, w^as to return to Nature, to take things as 
they actually are, to be rigidly true to fact both in the appear- 
ances of the external world, and in the moral circumstances 
which constitute human life, and while operating on this mate- 
rial with the inmgination of a poet, to make use of natural and 
direct language. The Pre-Raphaelites apply the same theory to 
art. Until about the time of Raphael, they say, the painters of 
Europe, and those of Italy in particular, proceeded in the main 
on a true principle, faithfully copying what they found in Nature, 
and arriving at beauty and impressiveness through their implicit 
regard for truth ; but since the time of Raphael, painters have 
for the most part held up Raphael between themselves and 
Nature ; interjiosed, as it were, certain intellectual phantasms of 
ideal beauty between their eyes and the literal forms of God’s 
world. Their own aim in Art, consequently, has been, to dis- 
card these intellectual phantasms, these generalized forms, which, 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds’s advice, were to stand for ever by the 
painter’s easel, teaching him what to accept and what to correct 
in Nature, and to go back to Nature herself with something of that 
docile and reverent spirit which characterized the early Italian 
masters. 

It would be unjust to the Pre-Raphaelites, however, not to 
take note of the fact that this protest of theirs in favour of 
realism, w'as by no means a protest in favour of the Dutch kind 
of realism, and that no recent school of artists have been more 
disposed to vindicate the claims of painting to take rank as a 
high imaginative or poetic art. Precisely as Wordsworth, by his 
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demands for literal accuracy of delineation and for simple and 
direct language, did not depreciate the function of imagination 
in poetry, but rather exalted it and defined it more clearly, so 
the Pre-Raphaelites, while insisting on truthful observation 
and exact rendering as essential matters with the artist, re- 
cognised from the first, both in their theory and in their practice, 
that the greatness of an artist consists not in truthfulness of 
observation and exactness of rendering alone, but in the spirit 
manifested through these qualities, in the thought, purpose, or 
inner intention to which, in that artist’s pictures, these cjualities 
are made to minister. Few artists have conceived more inti- 
mately and fully than they, the common maxim that the forms 
and colours of Nature arc but the language of the painter, the 
symbols through which he expresses meanings of bis own mind ; 
and that, consequently, in the absolute examination of any pic- 
ture, the question as "to the value or grandeur of the meaning 
expressed, must necessarily take precedence (though even here 
there are profound bonds of connexion) of the question as to the 
excellence of the expression itself. In short, they have recognised 
clearly enough that the ability to represent with fidelity in form, 
in colour, and in light and shade, the appearances of Nature, is 
merely the accomplishment of the painter as a painter — his y)cculiar 
iechnick^ so to speak — the faculty necessary to all painters alike ; and 
that, as beyond the paiuter there lies the man, so it is in proy)(>r- 
tion as the painter makes this technick the means of conveying 
and impressing what is great and noble in manhood generally 
that his worjis are to be in the end appreciated. The warrior 
takes his place finally among the great ones of the earth, not in 
virtue of the mere military excellence of his battles, but in virtue 
of the political notions and the moral pnrjioses which his battles 
expressed ; and so, as tiie Pre-Raphaelites would admit, a painter 
is great or little, not alone in virtue of his skill in faithful execu- 
tion, but in virtue also of the nature of the thoughts of which his 
pictures are the conveyance. The Pre-Raphaelite advice to re- 
turn to the faithful study of Nature was not, essentially, therefore, 
an attempt to lead Art in any one particular direction ; it was an 
advice addressed to all painters alike, and it left an infinitude of 
varieties in painting — from the humblest Dutch painting of indi- 
vidual objects, up to the highest efforts in landscape or historical 
painting — as possible as before. What the Pre-Raj^clites 
asserted was, that all painters universally should cultivate the 
habit and possess the faculty of painting things with literal 
truth; when a painter had thus acquired the language of his art, 
he might employ it as his character and genius prompted, either 
babbling jocosely over mugs of beer and tobacco-pipes like the 
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Dutch painters, or dealing forth fierce satire on men and manners 
like Hogarth, or towering among celestial conceptions like 
Kaphael and Michael Angelo. If they insisted more on the 
necessity of strict truth in reference to the finer kinds of artistic 
study, it was only because conventionality had here more firmly 
seated itsclfj and effected a wider divorce between Art and 
Nature. 

In point of fact, however, several things were involved in this 
Pre-Raphaelite movement in art, in addition to what might at 
first appear implied in the mere resolution faithfully to copy 
Nature. It may be well to enumerate some of these more latent 
corollaries, or concomitants of the main principle of Pre- 
Raphaelitism. 

First of all, •then, there was universally noted in the earlier 
works of the Pre-Raphaelites, a kind of contempt for all pre- 
established ideas of beauty. It even seemed as if, in their reso- 
lution to copy literally the forms of Nature, they took pleasure 
in seeking out such forms as would be called ugly or mean. 
Thus, instead of giving us figures with those fine conventional 
heads and regular oval faces and gracefully-formed hands and 
feet which wc like to see in albums, they appeared to take 
delight in figures \vith heads phrcnologically clumsy, faces strongly 
marked and irregular, and very pronounced ankles and knuckles. 
Their colouring, too, and especially their colouring of the human 
flesh, was not at all so pleasant as we had been accustomed to. 
In Mr. Millais’s picture, for example, of the Holy Family, exhi- 
bited the year hed’ore last, the colouring of the faces,*hands, and 
feet of the personages painted — and these the most sacred per- 
sonages that an artist could paint — was altogether so peculiar that 
critics among his brother-artists declared that he must have had 
scrofulous subjects for his models. And so, in Mr. Hunt’s Jolly 
Shepherd, in the present Exhibition, the complexions of the 
shepherd and shepherdess in which send away some ladies angry 
and others giggling. Are there no beautiful faces, or fingers, or 
feet in Nature, say the fair critics, that clever young men should 
paint things like those ; or have the poor young men been really 
so unfortunate in their life-series of feminine visions? It is in 
vain to represent to the indignant critics — for the spretts injuria 
forma enters largely into the criticism on these occasions — that 
such contempt for the conventional ideas of beauty on the part of 
the artists in question is not unconscious, but founded on deli- 
berate reason ; that, as artists, they must know perfectly well 
what is accounted beautiful ; and that it would be quite as easy 
for them, if they chose, and even in many cases far more easy, to 
gratify the common taste by painting objects in themselves agree- 
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able than by painting as they do. It may be far more difficult, 
for example, to paint a dull, muddy pool than to paint a piece of 
beautiful clear water; and yet so forgetful are people of this, 
that they stand opposite the pictures which contain pieces of 
beautiful clear water, and add the feeling of the beauty of the 
water to the feeling of merit in the painter, while they pass a 
picture containing a muddy pool as if the muddiness of the pool 
were a constitutional fault in the painter. That it may be in 
part so we will not deny; for perpetual muddiness of pools or 
perpetual ugliness of faces, though it might not detract a whit 
from the painter’s reputation for skill, might justly indicate that 
his idea of art, the artistic reason which governed his choice of 
subjects, was false or limited. But what we desire specially to note 
at present is, that this tendency towards forms notvconventionally 
agreeable, which has been found fault with in the Pre-Raphael- 
ites, was natural, and even, to some extent, inevitable on their 
part ; and was, in fact, a necessary consequence of their zeal in 
carrying out their favourite principle of attention to actual truth. 
Precisely as Wordsworth, in his resolution to break away from 
conventionalities in poetry, shocked his hnical critics by select- 
ing his subjects from among the medlars, and waggoners, and 
tinkers of homely English life, and introducing into his verse 
donkeys and dume-grey cloaks, and other things hardly before 
heard of in prose or rhyme ; so the Pre-liaphaelitcs, bent on a 
similar innovation in Art, left, as it were, the beaten walk of 
traditional beauties to take a turn of exploration among Nature’s 
less-favoured and more stunted things. Whether they have kept 
so well within bounds jis Wordsworth did, or whether their practice 
in this respect will not in the end be seen even by themselves to 
have been a temporary exaggeration for a dogmatic purpose, is a 
question which we will not now wait to discuss. 

Another peculiarity discernible in the works of the Pre- 
llaphaclites, and indeed inseparable from the very notion of 
Prc-llaphaelitism, is fondness for detail, and careful finish of the 
most minute objects. Instead of supposing that what the painters 
call breadth of effect is attainable only by a bold neglect of all 
except general arrangements and larger masses, the Pre-Raphael- 
ites, from the very first, entertained the belief^ that as broad 
effects in Nature are compatible with, and, in fact, produced by, 
infinite aggregations of detail, so they may be in Art. It is 
another point of similarity between Wordsworth and the Pre- 
Raphaelites, that this fondness for detail lias manifested itself 
specially in their case, as in his, in extreme accuracy and minute- 
ness in all matters pertaining to vegetation. The very essence 
of the Wordsworthian innovation in literature, considered in one 
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of its aspects^ consisted in this, that it tore men that were going 
to write poetry out of rooms and cities, and cast them on the 
green lap of Nature, forcing them to inhale the breath of the 
ploughed earth, and to know the leafage of the dilFcrent forest 
trees, and to gaze in dank cool places at the pipy stalks, and 
into the coloured cups of weeds and wild flowers. Richness in 
botanical allusion is perhaps the one peculiarity that pre-emi- 
nently distinguishes tne English poets after, from the English 
poets before, Wordsworth. There is, indeed, a closer attention 
throughout to all the appearances of Nature — the shapes and 
motions of the clouds, the forms of the hills and rocks, and the 
sounds and mystery of the seas and rivers ; but, on the whole, 
one sees very clearly that Wordsworth’s advice to be true to 
Nature has been interpreted, for the most part, as an advice to 
study vegetation. And so it is, in a great measure, with the 
Prc-Ra})haelites. With them, also, vegetation seems to have 
become thus far synonymous with Nature, that it is chiefly by the 
extreme accuracy of their painting of trees, and grass, and water- 
lilies, and jonquils, and weeds, and mosses, that they have sig- 
nalized their superior attentiveness to Nature’s actual appear- 
ances. Not, by any means, that they deceive the public into a 
belief of their attention to Nature by a trick of extreme care in 
botanical objects alone ; for the same accuracy that distinguishes 
the Pre-Raphaelite studies of vegetation, will be found to dis- 
tinguish their representations of all physical objects whatever 
that are introduced into their pictures ; but that necessarily, when 
a man resolves to observe accurately, he confirms the habit by 
peering with exaggerated interest into the secrets of such sweet 
little things as violets, and ferns, and bluebells, and that it is in 
the representation of these pets of vegetation that attention to 
Nature’s finer minutiae is most easily discernible. We note, 
therefore, attention to vegetation as one of the most remarkable 
characteristics of the Pre-Raphaelite painters. 

A third peculiarity of the Pre-Raphaelite painters, or at least 
of some of them, is a kind of studied quaintness of thought, most 
frequently bearing the character of archaism, or an attempt after 
the antique. Much of this, too, believe, is resolvable into 
the desire to be literally true to Nature. One of the first results 
of such a desire, whether in art or literature, must always be a 
kind of baldness of thought and expression, a return to the most 
primitive style of thinking and speaking; a preference, so to 
speak, for words of one syllable. In his efforts to seize the 
meant, and to present it literally, the poet or artist, except on those 
special occasions, when the force of his own emotion makes him 
a braggart in language, and fearlessly polysyllabic, is apt to make 
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his delineations as bare and simple as they possibly can be. Thus 
Wordsworth, on the publication of certain of his more character- 
istic poems, was universally attacked for affectation, babyism, and 
what not. And so with many of the best American writers at 
the present day, — the veiy recoil of these writers, from the 
artificiality and rhodomontade of their countrymen, leading them 
into an affected simplicity often offensive to a manly taste. It 
was all very well, for example, for an American once to describe 
a youth in search after truth as a ‘ seeker,* or to speak of a young 
man, in a spiritual sense, as in a state of ^ growth but when 
such transatlantic phrases pass into common talk, so that one 
meets every evening young gentlemen who define themselves as 

* seekers,* or as employed exclusively in ‘ growing,’ the infantine 
stuff becomes odious, and the knowing auditoV cannot help 
winking his contempt of it to his sympathetic neighbour. A 
good round swaggering expression, coined to express the mean- 
ing of the moment, is far better than these paltry precisenesses. 
Now, something akin to this tendency to the primitive, the 
simple, and the monosyllabic, which used to be complained of, 
though we think falsely, in Wordsworth, and which has been 
carried to an intolerable extent by some of our American friends, 
is visible also, and from a similar cause, among the Pro-Ra- 
pbaelitcs. But, in their case, a special agency has been at work, 
contributing to this result. Looking with peculiar veneration to 
the works of those Italian artists who lived before Raphael, they 
have, — in some cases deliberately, in others reluctantly, — superin- 
duced uponlhat tendency to the simple and unadorned in thought 
which would have arisen spontaneously out of their zeal for rigid 
truth, a kind of derivative, or artificial simplicity, consisting in a 
relish for mediaBvalism. It is precisely as if a modern writer, not 
content with such a simple and direct diction as he would 
naturally acquire by faithful and earnest negotiation, in every in- 
stance, with the matter then on hand, were to endeavour after 
the attainment of a double degree of simplicity, by an assiduous 
study of Dante’s Vita Nuova, Every one who is acquainted 
with this exquisite autobiographic romance of the great Italian 
poet, must recollect, as something inimitably charming, the 
quaint and almost helpless nawett; with which it tells the story 
of his love for Beatrice, — how he first saw ‘ his lady how once 

* his lady, being in the company of other ladies, laughed at him ;* 
how * a lady who knew his lady’ took pity on him; and so on, in a 
kind of dainty little chronicle of incidents that befell him and 
the ladies. Now, if the Pre-Raphaelites were to write prose or 
verse, the very same feeling which makes them Pre-Raphaelites 
in painting, would lead them to outdo even the simplicity of 
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Wordsworth, by a return to the more archaic simplicity of the 
writers of the time of Dante. This is not a mere supposition. 
We have now before us a little volume of papers on art and 
poetry, written chiefly by the Pre-Raphaelites and their friends, 
to illustrate their notions on these subjects; and what strikes us 
most in these papers, is the archaic quaintness of their style, 
which is precisely such as w'^ould be ibrmed now-a-days by a 
passionate study of the Vita Nuova of Dante, or of parts of the 
Dccamei'on of Boccaccio. We shall quote a sentence or two at 
random, by way of specimen. 

* I love m)’ lady; she is very fair; 

Her brow is white, and bound by simple hair; 

Her spirit sits aloof and high, 

AUho* it looks thro* her soft eye, 

* Sweetly and tenderly. 

* My lady’s voice, altho* so very mild, 

Maketh me feel as strong wine would a child; 

My lady’s touch, however slight. 

Moves all my senses with its might, 

Like to a sudden iright.’ 

* After this Chiaro’s first resolve was that he would work out 
thoroughly some one of his thoughts and let the world know him. 
But the lesson which he had now learned, of how small a greatness 
might win fame, and how little there was to strive against, served to 
make hint tor[)id, and rendered his exertions less continual. Also 
Pisa was a larger and more luxurious city than Arezzo; and when, 
in his walks, he saw tiie great gardens laid out for pleasure, and the 
beautiful women who })a.ssed to and fro, and heard the music that was 
in the groves of the city at evening, he was taken witli^wonder that 
he had never claimed his share of the inheritance of those years in 
which his youth was cast. And women loved Chiaro; for, in despite 
of the burthen of study, lie was well-favoured and very manly in his 
wuUking; and, seeing his face in front, there was a glory upon it, as 
upon tlui face of one who feels a light round his hair. So he put 
thought from him, and partook of his life. But, one niglit, being in 
a certain company of ladies, a gtmtleman that was there with him 
Ixigan to speak of the paintings of a youth named Bonaventura, which 
he had seen in Lucca; adding that Griiinta Pisano might now look for 
a rival. When Chiaro heard this, the lamps shook before him, and 
the music beat in his ears and made Iiim giddy. He rose up, alleging 
a sudden sickness, and went out of that house with his teeth set.* 

* The blessed Daraosel leaned out, 

From the gold bar of heaven : 

Her blue grave eyes were deeper much. 

Than a deep water even. 

She head three lilies in her hand, 

And the stars iu her hair were seven.* 

The simplicity of the simplest pieces of Wordsworth was 
nothing to this ; and one needs to remember, that the writers 
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were very young men when they wrote such things, and also to 
be aware of the actual amount of talent shown in the things 
themselves, (the poem, for example, from which the first extract 
is made, is a really beautiful poem of some length), not to become 
provoked in reading them. What we have to remark, however, 
IS, that the same tendency to quaintness and archaism which 
appears in the writings of such of the Pre-Raphaelites as have 
given us an opportunity of judging of their powers of writ- 
ing, appears, in a greater or less degree, in the paintings of them 
all. The best known of the Pre-Raphaelites, indeed — Millais, 
Holman Hunt, and Collins — arc, as far as we know, entirely 
guiltless of the use of the pen ; so that whatever of the mediaeval 
vein they possess, shows itself only in their sympathy, as painters, 
with the peculiarities of mediaeval ecclesiastical^ art. On this 

S oint of the medievalism of the Pre-Raphaelites as painters, Mr. 
Luskin has the following passage : — 

‘ The current fallacy of society as well as of the press was, that the 
Pre-Raphaelites imitated the errors of early painters. A lalsehood of 
this kind would not have obtained credence anywhere but in England, 
few English people, comparatively, having ever seen a picture of early 
Italian masters. If they had, they W'ould have known that the Pre- 
Raphaelite pictures are just as superior to the early Italian in skill of 
manipulation, power of drawing, and knowledge of effect, as inferior 
to them in grace of design; and that, in a word, there is not a shadow 
of resemblance betwetm the two styles. The Pre-Raphaelites imitate 
no pictures : they paint from Nature only. But they have opposed 
themselves, as a body, to that kind of teaching above described, which 
only began after Raphaers time; and they have opposed themselves as 
sternly to the entire feeling of the Renaissance schools, — a feeling 
compounded of indolence, infidelity, sensuality, and shallow pride. 
Therefore they have called themselves Pre-Raphaelite. If they 
adhere to their principles and paint Nature as it is around them, with 
the help of modern science — with the earnestness of the men of the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, they will, as I said, found a new 
and noble school in England. If tbeir sympathies with the early 
artists lead them into medisevalism or Romanism, they will of course 
come to nothing. But I believe there is no danger of this, at least 
for the strongest among them. There may be some weak ones, whom 
the Tractarian heresies may touch; but if so, they will drop oil* like 
decayed branches from a strong stem.’ — Pre-Iiajjhaelitism, pp. 27, 28. 

The authority of Mr. Ruskin is, of course, decisive as to the ^ 
qiiestion whether there is anything like technical archaism in the 
Irre-Raphaclite painting, — any actual resemblance between the 
modern Pre-Raphaelite paintings and the paintings of the early 
Italian school as works of pictorial art. But that one of the cha- 
racteristics of the Pre-Raphaelites as a body is sympathy with 



MEDI^EVALISM AND SYMBOLISM. 


209 


mediaevalism of sentiment, we know to be a fact. Among other 
ways in which this has shown itself, is their tendency to that 
peculiar class of ecclesiastical subjects of which the early Chris- 
tian artists were fond. Mr. Collins is perhaps the only well- 
known Pre-Raphaelite in whom this tendency takes so pro- 
nounced a form as to indicate what would be called a leaning to 
Puseyism ; we believe, however, that one or two of the original 
Pre-Raphaelites have gone farther in this direction than he, and 
actually fulfilled Mr. Ruskin’s prediction, by laying their Pre- 
Raphaelitism at the feet of the ancient mother-church, in whose 
service the early artists produced the paintings they so much 
admire. Mr. Millais is a man of too fine a poetic nature, and 
too full of sympathies with what is modern, to have retained 
more than an evanescent tinge, such as any artist may gracefully 
have, of the spirit of mediaeval ecclcsiasticism ; and, if a little 
more of it still adheres to Mr. llunt^ his strong sense will soon 
throw it off. 

After all, what seems mediaevalism in such stronger Pre- 
Raphaelites as Hunt, Millais, and Rossetti, may be nothing more 
than the inadequate manifestation of that aspiration after spiritu- 
ality and religious meaning in art, which, in common with all the 
Pre-Raphaelites, they possess. For, in addition to the various 
characteristics of Pre-Raphaelitism which we have hitherto 
noticed, this also is to be taken into account, that it aims at 
rescuing Art from the degraded position of being a mere minister 
to sensuous gratification, and clevatuig it into an agency of high 
spiritual education. That Art should be pervadad with the 
Christian spirit, — that it should convey and illustrate the highest 
truths relating to man’s being, is a maxim, of the Pre-Raphaelites 
for which, and for their endeavours to carry it out, they ought to 
be held in honour. But it is easier to nold by such a maxim 
theoretically, than to devise the appropriate artistic means for 
giving effect to it, in an age when the human intellect has torn up 
and huddled together, tis a mere heap of relics, much that the feet 
of the ancients walked on as solid pavement, that the eyes of the 
ancients gazed on as indestructible walls, and that the artists who 
worked for the ancients had nothing to do but assume, and be 
in everlasting relation with, and everlastingly and obdurately 
point to. How shall artists now tell of heaven and hell as em- 
phatically as these old Italians, — now that the earth is not, as 
they fancied it, an infinitely extended mass of brown mineral 
matter, with a sulphurous hell somewhere in the chasms beneath, 
and a heaven of light as close above, as seemed the upper sky 
with its stars ; but a little orb poised in infinite azure, with a 
serene and unfathomable firmament beneath, and a firmament 

NO. «xxxi. p 
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above as serene, and where equally the telescopes descry nought 
but new removes of suns and galaxies ? And this is but one 
extreme instance. As astronomy has felled the old physical 
images to which men attached their ideas of heaven and hell, so 
in a thousand other directions has the thought of man felled the 
ancient images to which ideas, morally as everlasting as tliese, 
had their sensible attachment. But, as it is the function of the 
artist, if he makes it an exprei^ aim to foster and impress these 
ideas at all, to do so by symbols that shall have power over the 
conteniporary mind, how can an artist now fulfil this function ? 
This is the great question — a question in the presence of which 
Pre-Rapliaelitism, so far as this aim is concerned, can appear at 
best fWi aspiration, and falls far short of performance. 'J'he ab- 
negation of the nude may be a right step, or it n;ay not, in the 
process of spiritualizing art; but if the Pre-Raphaelites, seeking 
the mere positive aids of allegory and intellectual symbolism 
(always, we think, a dangerous expedient for the artist,) can do 
nothing but fall back upon the symbols of early Italian ecclesias- 
ticism, striving to teach the same truths as the early Italian 
masters taught through the same devices of doves, and monastic 
robes, and glories round the heads of saints, and the like, — then 
all that they do will be but an artistic anachronism after the 
fashion of the Bglintouu tournament. Better far abjure allegory 
and dogmatic intention altogether, and devote themselves, in the 
earnest spirit which characterizes them, to the study and repre- 
sentation of what is beautiful in the concrete. And tliis is what 
the best of (hem are doing. Collins has far too much of the 
mediapval kind of symbolism in his style ; and the very reflective- 
ness of Hunt inclines him a little more than might be wished to 
conceptions of his own having a doctrinal purport ; but Millais is 
shaking himself free from all that, and coming forth as a pure artist. 

It may serve to elucidate and confirm some of the remarks we 
have made on the peculiarities of the Pre-Raphaelites, if we 
extract a passage or two in which Pre-Raphaelitisin is delineated 
by the Pre-Raphaelites themselves. We take the following from 
the collection of papers already mentioned. 

‘ An unprejudiced spectator of the recent progress and main 
direction of Art in England will have observed, as a great change 
in the character of the productions of the modern scliool, a marked 
attempt to lead the taste of the public into a new channel, by pro- 
ducing pure transcripts and faithful studies from Nature, instead of 
conventionalities and feeble reminiscences from the old masters; an 
entire seeking after originality in a more bumble manner than has 
been practised since the decline of Italian Art in the middle ages. . . . 
It has been said that there is presumption in this movement of the 
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modern school, a want of deference to established authorities, a remov- 
ing of ancient landmarks. This is best answered by the profession 
that nothing can he more humble than the pretension to the observa- 
tion of facts alone, and the truthful rendering of them. If we arc not 
to depart from established principles, how are we to advance at all? 
Are we to remain still? Remember, nothing remains still; that wdiich 
does not advance falls backward. That this movement is an advance, 
and that it is of Nature lierself, is shown by its going nearer to truth 
in every object produced, and by its being guided by the very prin- 
ciples the ancient painters followed, as soon as they attained the mere 

power of representing an object faithfully That the earlier 

painters came nearer to fact, that they were less of the Art artificial, 
cannot be better shown than by a statement of examples fi*om their 
works. There is a magnificent Niello work by an iiiikuown Florentine 
artist, on w^hicli is a group of the Saviour on the lap of the Virgin. 
She is old (a most touching point), lamenting aloud, — clutches pas- 
sionately the heavy-weighted body on her knee: her mouth is open. 
Altogether, it is one of the most powerful a[>peals possible to be con- 
ceiverl; for there are few but will consider ibis identification with 
humanity to be of more effect tbau any refined treatment of the same 
subject by later artists, in which we have the fact forgotten for the 
sake of tlic typo of religion, wdiicli the Virgin was always taken to 
represent, wffience she is shown as still young; as if. Nature being 
taken ty])ically, it w’cre not better to adhere to the emblem tliroughout, 
confident by this means to maintain its appropriateness, and therefore 

its value and force It need not be feared that this course of 

education would lead to a j epetition of the toe-trippings of the earliest 
Italian school, a sneer which is manifestly unfair; for Jhis error, as 
well us several others of a similar kind, was not the result of blind- 
ness or stu{)i(lity, hut of tlie simple ignorance of w hat hud not been 
applit;d to tlic service of painting at their time. It cannot be shown 
that they wen* inctirreet in expression, false in drawing, or unnatural 
in wliat is called composition. On the contrary, it is demonstrable 
that tlicy exceeded all others in these particulars, that they piu'took 
less of ooarseiK’ss and of conventional sentiment than any school which 
succeeded them, and that they looked more to Nature; in fact, w^ere 
more true and loss artifieial. That their subjects were 'generally of 
a melancholy cast is acknowledged, which w^as an accident resulting 
from the positions their pictures were destined to occupy. A certain 
gaunt length and slenderness liave also been commcnt(‘d upon most 
severely; as if the Italians of tlic fourteenth century were as so many 
dray-horses, and the artist was blamed for not following his model. 
The consequence of this direction of taste is that we have life-guards- 
men and pugilists taken as models for kings, gentlemen, and philo- 
sophers. The writer w as once in a studio where a man, six feet two 
inches in height, with Atlantean shoulders, w^as sitting for king Alfred. 
That tliere is no greater absurdity than this will be perceived by any 
one that has ever read the description of the person of the king, given 
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by his historian and friend, Asser.’ — From a paper on the Purpose 
and Tendency of Early Italian Art. 

‘ What you call ripeness, others, with as much truth, may call over- 
ripeness — nay, even rottenness; when all the juices are drunk with 
their lusciousness, sick with over-sweetness. And the Art which you 
call youthful and immature, may be — ^most likely is — mature and whole- 
some in the same degree that it is tasteful, — a perfect round of 

beautiful, pure, and good What an array of deep, earnest, 

and noble thinkers, like angels armed with a brightness that withers, 
stand between Giotto and Baffaelle! To mention only Orcagna, 
Ghiberti, Masaccio, Lippi, Fra Beato Angelico, and Francia — parallel 
them witli post-RalFaelle artists? If you think you can you have dared 
a labour of which the fruit shall be to you as dead sea apples, golden 
and sweet to the eye, but in the mouth, ashes and bitterness. And 
the Phidian era was a youthful one — the highest and purest period of 
Hellenic art : after that time they added no more gods or heroes, but 
took for models instead, the Alcibiadeses and Phrynes, and made 
Bacchusca and Aphrodites — not as Phidias would have done, clothed 
with greatness of thought, or girded with valour, or veiled with 
modesty; but dissolved with the voluptuousness of the bath, naked, 

and wanton, and shameless The modern artist can have no other 

than a settled conviction that Pagan Art, devil-like, gloses but to 
seduce, tempts but to betray; and hence he chooses to avoid that 
which he believes to be bad, and to follow out that which he holds to 
be good, and blots out from his eye and memory all art between the 
present and its hrst taint of heathenism, and ascends to the art 
previous to RatFaelle; and he ascends thither, not so much for its 
forms as he^ does for its thought and nature — the root and trunk of 
the Art-tree, of whose numerous branches, form is only one, though 
the most important one; and he goes to Pre-Raflaelle Art for these two 
things, because the stream at tliat point is clearer and deeper, and less 
polluted with animal impurities than at any other in its course.’ — From 
a Dialogue on Art. 

The thought of such passages as these, it will be perceived, is 
as juvenile and immature as the writing; and if Pre-Raphaelitism 
had to rest its claims entirely on such expositions of its aims and 
meaning, one would have to credit it with a considerable hmount 
of boyish earnestness in a good direction, but with very little 
more than tliat. What Pre-Raphaelitism really is, however, is to be 
ascertained less from these attempts of some among the minor 
Pre-Raphaelites to expound it theoretically, than from the prac- 
tical exemplifications of it in the scries of more eminent Pre- 
Raph^ielite pictures exhibited during the last three or four years. 
As might be expected, Pre-Raphaelitism, expresses itself far 
better on canvas than on paper. Yet, as all know, even the 
ablest of the Pre-Raphaelite painters have had a hard battle to 
fight. A year or two ago, their pictures, though praised by 
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artists themselves for their technical skill, were the subjects of 
universal jesting and merriment. Visitors to the Exhibition, 
with the exception of a few of tlie more judicious, approached 
the Pre-Raphaelite pictures only to laugh and go away again. 
The critics of the press were, almost to a man, against them. As 
late as last year the notices of the Pre-Raphaelite pictures in 
the newspapers were, most of them, violent attacks. This year 
there is a complete change. The Timesy indeed, attempted to 
renew the old cry, and to bring public ridicule once more down 
upon the * opinionative youths ’ who had persisted, notwithstand- 
ing repeated warnings, in painting in their old manner. But 
even the Times was driven into silence ; and the Pre-Raphaelite 
paintings of the present year, and especially those of Millais, 
have been meye widely commented on, and more heartily praised 
than any others in the Exhibition. Millais and Pre-Raphael itism 
have, indeed, been the talk of this metropolitan season. The 
reason of this change may partly be, as the critics allege, that the 
Pre-Raphaelites — and especially Millais — have themselves im- 
proved — have, while retaining their peculiar excellences, got rid 
of some of tlyir more obvious faults ; in a far greater degree, 
however, it appears to us that the change is a triumph of the 
Pre-Raphaelite principle, and a reward of Pre-Raphaelite per- 
severance. One circumstance which makes this more likely is 
the extent to which Pre-Raphaelitism is visibly gaining ground 
among artists themselves. Some twelve or thirteen pictures 
might be pointed out in the present exhibition, and one or two 
of these by artists of high note and settled reputatipn, in which 
there is more or less distinctly a touch of Pre-Raphaelite influ- 
ence. As the poets and the critics came round to Words- 
worth, so, though scarcely yet on so large a scale, the artists and 
the critics seem to be coming round to the Pre-Raj)baelites. 
That the change has been so sudden, however, is owing, doubtless, 
in a considerable degree, to the generous intervention in behalf 
of the Pre-Raphaelites made by Mr. Ruskin last year. 

The specially Pre-Raphaelite pictures in the present Exhibition 
are — three by Mr. C. Collins ; one by Mr. W. Holman Hunt; and 
three by Mr. J. E. Millais. Mr. Gabriel Rossetti has exhibited 
nothing. 

Mr. Collins’s three pictures are those marked respectively, 
No. 55, No. 347, and No. 1091 in the catalogue. No. 55 is 
entitled, ‘ May in the Regenfs Park^ and is a curious and very 
pretty little specimen of minute painting of vegetation. The eflTcct 
IS as if one were looking at a piece of the park through an eye- 
glass from the window of one of the neighbouring houses. The 
Pre-Raphaelite qualities most conspicuous in it are those of 
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simple fidelity to the objects represented, with minute finish of 
colour. The peculiar sentimental tendencies of at least a por- 
tion of the Pre-Raphaelites are better seen in Mr. Collins’s other 
two pictures, which liave more of direct human reference in 
them. No. 347 bears no title, but it is described by a verse 
from Keble’s ‘ Lyra Innocentium,’ appended to it in the cata- 
logue, and of which it is designed as an illustration. The verse 
is as follows : — 

‘ So keep thou, by calm prayer and searchin;; thought, 

Thy ChrisonI pure, that still, as weeks roll by. 

And heaven rekindles, gladdening earth and sky. 

The glow that from the grave our champion brought, 

Pledge of high victory b}' his dread wounds wrought. 

Thou mayst put on the garb of purity.’ 

To illustrate this, or to be illustrated by it, we, hardly know 
which, we have the figure of a young girl, in a very stilf, high 
white dress, against a blue background, 'i'iie face is that of an 
ordinary modern girl; the eyes are looking down at the fingers, 
which are engaged in fastening the dress close round the throat ; 
and the whole expression is rather sullen. The painting, we 
believe, would be described by good judges as, tct;l)incally, very 
well done, though there is not much of it ; and any objection that 
we would take to it is on the deeper ground of the meaning and 
sentiment. So, also, wdth the remaining })ainting, which is 
entitled. The devout Childhood of Saint Kliznhi th of Hungary^ of 
whom it is told by Butler, in his Lives of the Saints^ that ‘ if she 
* found the doors of the chapel in the palace shut, not to lose her 
' labour, she Jcnelt down at the threshold, and always put up her 
‘ petition to tlic throne of God.’ To illustrate this interesting 
legend, we have a pious little girl of thirteen or fourteen years of 
age, with a rather comely, healthy face, brown hair, and a green 
dress, kneeling at the iron-barred oaken door of a chapel, her 
hands against the w'ood, and a missal, which she has brought up 
the gravel-walk with her, deposited on the door-step. Here, 
too, the technical performance is good ; but, if we take the senti- 
ment into account, we begin, in spite of liking, to grow angry. 
In short, it is in these two pictures of Mr. Collins’s, and in Mr. 
Collins’s choice of subjects generally, that w-e discern something 
of that paltry affection for middle age ccclesiasticism with which 
the Pre-Raphaelites as a body have been too hastily charged. 
Little girls keeping their Chrisom pure against blue backgrounds, 
and other little girls kneeling on church-door steps to say their 
prayers, — Puseyite clergymen may like such artistic helps towards 
teaching young ladies the wav to the blessed life ; but most de- 
cidedly the public is right in declaring, that thoiigli the painting 
were never so good, it will not stand that sort of thing. The 
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most important thing about a work of art, and that which most 
surely gives the style and measure of the artist’s intellect, is the 
choice of the subject. That is a great work of art, as distinct 
from a mere study, the subject of which is a broad and impressive 
human fact, and the sentiment of which shoots down, like a 
tremor, among the depths and antiquities of human association. 
A ^ Clirisom pure,’ and the like, may be permissible now and 
then, simply in as far as there is still something gentle and 
human in little thoughts of that kind; but an artist unmans 
himself if the habitual and pre-ordered forthgoing of his contem- 
plations is along the line of these petty ecclesiasticalities, where 
his eyes never lose sight of the Tractarian parson, and where his 
bands may touch the tops of the pews. What Keble is among 
poets, will that artist be among artists who views the world 
according to Keble. No; if we are to have religious paintings, 
let us have no mere * Chrisoms pure,’ and other dear little 
adaptations of religion to the dilettantism of Belgravia ; but the 
true legends of the church, powerful at all times and in all 
places. Let us have true stories of the lives of the saints, whether 
those of ordinary or those of ecclesiastical record ; or if artists 
wi7/, in their desire to paint religiously, keep strictly in the line 
of the holiest Christian traditions — let them oftener than they 
do, ascend to the commencement of that line, reading not the 
Xym Imtocenlitnuy but St. Matthew’s Gospel, and representing, 
not gravcl-w'alks leading to the doors of nunneries, but those 
actual oriental fields over wdiose acres walked the houseless Man 
of Sorrows under many a scorching sun ; that mountain, still to 
be seen, from which, on many a solitary night, he gazed, thinking 
of his mission, at the lights of sleeping Jerusalem. Or, to con- 
centrate what we have to say into a humbler, and, perhaps, in 
the circumstances of the case, a more available form, let Mr. 
Collins pitch Keble overboard, and addict himself to Tennyson. 

Mr. Hunt’s single picture, marked No. 592 in the Catalogue, 
is entitled The Ilireling Shepherd, and purports to be a free 
version of these lines in one of Shakespeare’s snatches of 
ballad, — 

* Sleepest thon or vrakest thou, jolly Bhepherd ? 

* Tiiy sheep be in the corn ; 

And, fur oue blast of tby minikin mouth, 

Thy sheep shall take no harm.’ 

The suggestions of these lines are attended to in the picture, and 
perhaps there is an allusion also in the conception to the scrip- 
tural idea of a hireling shepherd ; but, on the whole, the picture 
is a piece of broad rural reality, with none of the fantastic cir- 
cumstance implied in the lines quoted, and with no attempt to 
bring out the scriptural allusion, if it exists, by deviating from 
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what is English and modern. A brawny shepherd, in a brown 
jacket and corduroys, and as brawny a shepherdess, in a white 
smock and red petticoat, (too much like brother and sister, as we 
have heard it remarked,) are sitting among a clump of trees, 
separating a meadow from a field of ripe corn. They are idling 
away their time ; and he has just caught a dcatli’s-hcad moth, 
which he is exhibiting to her, while she shrinks back, half in 
disgust, from the sight, though still curious enough to look at it 
intentl}^ Meanwhile the sheep that they should liave been at- 
tending to, are straggling about, and getting into mischief. Some 
are fighting; some are off to a distant part of the meadow; one is 
fairly up to the neck among the ripe com, and several arc fol- 
lowing in the same direction. To make the mischief all the 
more patent, a lamb is lying quietly on the shopherdess’s lap, 
munching one of two green apples which the hussy has left 
there) green apples, as we understand, being certain death to 
lambs. All this is in the foreground of a fine breezy English 
lanscapc, on a pleasant summer’s day; there are rich yellow 
fields in the distance, with rows of trees, and swallows arc flying 
along the meadows. The picture is, in all respects, one of the 
best in the exhibition. Such corn, such sheep, such meadows, 
such rows of trees, and such cool grass and wild flowers to sit 
amidst, arc not to be found in any painting that we know. I’lic 
Pre-Rapliaelitism of the artist in this picture shows itself, not only 
in the ordinary Pre-Raphaelite quality of minute truth of dt'lail, — 
perhaps a little overdone, as in the introduction of the swallows in 
the act of fiying, — but also in the audacity with which he has 
selected such a veritable pair of country labourers for the prin- 
cipal figures. There is certainly no attempt at poetry here ; for 
a fellow more capable than the shepherd of drinking a great 
quantity of beer, ora more sunburnt slut than the she])herdess, we 
never saw in a picture. Mr. Hunt is clearly far more of a realist 
by constitution, and by resolute purpose, that Mr. Millais, and 
will probably continue for a longer period to paint pictures con- 
taining objects too harsh for the popular taste. He has some- 
thing of the rigid reflective realism of Thackeray, without any- 
thing of Thackeray’s bitter social humour ; and as the man to 
whom this constituent of Pre-Raphaelitism was originally most 
Dative, it is natural that he should carry it farthest. That we 
quite like such extremes of realism in pictures as the jolly shep- 
herd and his mate, w-e cannot in conscience say ; but Mr. Hunt 
is a man who knows what he is about better than most critics can 
tell him; and the public will learn to accept his pictures the 
more readily and admiringly tlie more of them they see. It 
is greatly in his favour that, with a decided bent towards serious 
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and impressive subjects, and with perhaps a wavering preference, 
if he were free to do as he liked, towards illustrations of religious 
story, he has too strong and too unsophisticated a sense of what 
fact is, to seek for it exclusively among West-end ecclesiasticalities. 
His range of subjects has already been tolerably wide ; and every 
new picture he paints \vill, we believe, be distinct from its 
predecessors. 

Of Mr. Millais’s three pictures, the chief are the Ophelia 
5.56), and the Hugumotf on St, Barthohnieu^a Day, refusing to 
shield himself from danger by wearing the Roman-catholic badge, 
(No. 478.) No pictures in the Exhibition have attracted so much 
attention as these. The death of Ophelia has been a favourite 
subject wdth artists, and with illustrators of Shakespeare ; but we 
do not believe* that the subject was ever treated before with any 
approach to the minuteness with which Millais has treated it in 
the present picture. The lines of Shakespeare describing the 
scene \vcre, indeed, a sufHcient temptation to any painter. 

‘There is a wiPjw grows ascaunt the brook, 

That showr ais hoar leaves in the glassy stream ; 

There, •:itb fantastic garlands, did she come, 

Of -flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples, 

That liberal shepherds give a grosser name, 

ihit our cold maids do ‘ dead men’s fingers ' call them : 

There, on the pendent houghs her coronet weeds 
Clambering to hang, an envious sliver broke, 

When down her weedy trophies and herself 

Foil in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide, 

And. mermaid-like, awhile they bore her up ; 

Which time she chaunted snatches of old tunes, 

As one incapable of her own distress, • 

Or like a creature native and indued 

Unto that element: hut long it could not be 

Till that her garment.^, heavy with their drink. 

Pulled the poor wretch from her melodious lay 
To muddy death.’ 

Mr. Millais, in liis illustration of these lines, has given us such 
a pool as no other English painter could or would have painted. 
We believe he went into the country in search of an actual pool 
to suit the description ; resided by it lor some weeks, and painted 
from it morning and evening till the whole was hnislied. It is a 
deep^ark, silent, all but motionless pool, made by a brook in 
the Ankest covert of a thick wood. The still living body of 
Ophelia has floated at full length down from the spot where she fell 
in, to a place where a huge pollarded trunk lies heavily athwart the 
stream, some of the multitudinous osiers which have sprouted from 
it dipping down among the ooze on one side, while the greater por- 
tion shoot upwards, and arch over with abundant leafage towards 
the water flags on the other. The hands are above the water; the 
face is crazy; the mouth is open as if still singing; and down the 
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Stream, and along the rich bridal dress which she wears, and which 
is completely under water, float the flowers which have escaped 
from her incapable hands. White blossoms on the branches 
above, and a robin perched on one of the branches, add a touch 
of quaint beauty to the weirdly aspect of the scene. Altogether 
the painting is a wonderful one, and it is with something of re- 
luctance that we set down two critical observations that we have 
made upon it. The one is, that the artist seems to have been 
more faithful to the circumstantials of the actual brook which he 
selected as answering to Shakespeare's description, than to the 
text of the description itself. Clearly the moment chosen by 
Mr. Millais is that, when Ophelia, not yet dead, is still floating 
in the water, and gaily singing as she goes to her fancied bridal. 
Now, at this moment, Ophelia, in Shakespeare’s text, is evidently 
not floating horizontally on the water, as in Mr. Millais’s picture, 
but buoyed up, in the attitude of a mermaid, by ‘ her clothes 
spread wide.’ Whether the graceful management of this attitude 
by a painter would be easy, we do not know ; but certainly, if it 
were, a painting so conceived would strike less painfully, not to 
say less awkwardly, than one in which the corpse-like length of 
robe and figure suggests so literally the drowning \v()man. The 
other observation we have to make is one in support of wliich we 
can allege nothing but our individual feeling and preconception. 
It is that the face of Ophelia, however admirable the expression 
depicted in such a face, is not the face of the real Ophelia of 
Hamlet, but a shade too foir in colour, and decidedly too marked 
and mature, in form. Nothing similar can he said of the lace of 
the lady in Mr. Millais’s other picture, tlnit of the Hnf/uenot re- 
fusing the badge. Almost unanimously critics have pronounced 
this picture the gem of the Exhibition. It is a less laborious work 
than the Ophelia, and the subject itself is less ambitious and 
genuine ; but as a representation of the subject, such as it is, 
it is a painting of exquisite beauty. A Catholic lady is stand- 
ing by a garden wall somewdiere in the suburbs of Paris, looking 
up with the most anxious affection at the face of her handsome 
lluguenot lover, round whose left arm she is trying to bind the 
white scarf that would save his liie ; while he, looking fondly down 
at the fair suppliant with a smile at her earnestness, is firing but 
gently resisting ihc action. The brick-wall, the leaves, the flowers, 
the costume of the lovers, arc all painted with matchless fidelity, 
but the special feature of the picture is the face of the lady. It 
is a poem in itself, and the only face that can be compared to it 
in the Exhibition (if we may compare two faces so entirely and 
so necessarily different) is the face of Robespierre in Mr. Ward’s 
picture of Charlotte Corday going to execution. On the whole. 
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Mr. Millais’s pictures in the present exhibition show more dis- 
tinctly than any of his previous pictures that Pre-Raphaelitism 
with him has been a creed assumed on conviction, and conscien- 
tiously adhered to by a mind already gifted with a keen intuitive 
sense of the poetic and the beautiful. In some of his earlier 
paintings the Pre-Raphaelite peculiarities were exaggerated for 
their own sake; in these they exist but as means to an end; and 
in the end his paintings will probably escape the imputation of 
mannerism or sectarianism altogether. 

One additional word, in conclusion, on Pre-Raphaelitism itself. 
The great purpose and efiect of the Pre-Raphaelite movement in 
art has been to impress on artists the duty of being true to 
nature. But ‘ being true to nature* is a very vague phrase ; 
and the advic® contained in it can go but a very little way 
towards teaching an artist how he is to paint pictures. If the 
business is to paint an actual landscape, or other assemblage of 
objects already collocated in nature, the advice has a specific 
meaning almost co-extensive with the occasion. But nine out of 
every ten pictures arc not of this kind. Mr. Millais’s Huguenot, 
for cxampl(‘, is not and could not be a transcript from nature; 
it is a thought or invention of the painter. In order to reconcile, 
therefore, tlie Pre-Raphaelite maxim of being true to nature 
with Goetlie’s famous maxim, so contrary in appearance, ‘Art is 
called Art simply because it is not Nature,’ it must be remem- 
bered that the true painting of natural objects is but the grammar 
or lauguage of art, and that, as the greatness of a poem consists, 
not in the grammatical correctness of the language,, but in the 
power and beauty of the meaning, so the greatness of a painting 
depends on what there is in it that the painter has added out of 
his own mind. This is true even of the most literal transcript 
from nature, where there is always room for diverse interpretation ; 
much more is it inic where the, artist first conceives a thought 
of his own, and then tries to express it in appropriate natural 
circumstances. After all, there is something of real and deep 
truth, however ill it may have been exj)ressed, in those phrases 
of Sir Joshua Reynolds about ‘ ideal forms,’ and ‘ generalised 
forms, against which the Pre-Raphaelite theory is, in a certain 
sense, tl protest. What Sir Jo.shua meant by such phrases was 
probably identical wdth what Goethe meant by the aphorism 
which we have just quoted, and with what Bacon also meant 
when he said that painting ‘ raises the mind by accommodating 
the images of things to our desires.’ Equally with the poet, the 
painter must take his rank ultimately according to his power of 
invention — according to that in his paintings which is, in the 
strict sense of tlie word, factitious, or supplied out of his own 
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heart and mind, whether for the interpretation, or for the artistic 
combination into new and significant unions, of the appearances 
of so-called Nature. The special merit of the Pre-Raphaelites 
consists in this, — that they have treated as a mischievous fallacy 
the notion that this power of artistic invention, this painter’s 
sway over Nature, is a thing to be taught in the schools, and 
have called attention to the fact that what is teachable in the 
art of painting, is the habit of patient observation and the power 
of correct imitation. If they have seemed to insist upon this too 
much, it is not, we believe, because they have undervalued 
invention, but because they truly consider that the prerequisite 
to invention in painting is the ability to paint. There are two 
modes by which they may redeem themselves from whatever of 
the imputation of excessive realism still justly acjheres to them, 
in consequence of the peculiar nature of their past efforts. On 
the one hand, they may make it more clear from their own 
practice, that they do regard the power of correct imitation only 
as the mastery of the painter over his peculiar language, and that 
the3^ have the ability, as well as other painters, to use that lan- 
guage for the expression of meanings the most factitious, the 
most fantastic, the most gorgeously and exquisitely ideal. Or, 
on the other hand, they may push their realism to the utmost, 
and learn to show, w’hat they have hardly shown jxt, a rigorous 
appreciation of fact and truth, as well in the entire subjects and 
notions of their pictures, as in their circumstantials and details. 
Millais is probably taking the former direction; Hunt will 
probablj" la,bour in the latter. Either way it will come to very 
nearly the same thing in the end ; and, either way, in order to 
attain the highest excellence, it is necessary that the painter 
should cultivate acquaintance, as a man of general intellect, with 
all that is deepest and clearest in the thought of his own time. 
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Art. VIII . — Meinoirs of Margaret Fuller Ossoli. In Three Volumes. 

London. Bentley. 1852. 

In the spring of the year 1849, when the armies of republican 
France were engaged in trampling down the rising liberties of 
republican Rome, the care of one of the principal hospitals in 
the besieged city w-as entrusted to an American lady, who 
entered with all the ardour of a native Roman into the excite- 
ment of that deadly struggle. Enthusiastically sympathising in 
the hopes and fears of the republican leaders, she had also 
personal risks and interests involved in the issue, in which she 
could ask no sympathy from those around her, and which would 
have disabled a weaker spirit from being more than a trembling 
looker on. Scarcely one of even her most intimate friends liad 
any idea that among the defenders, in a foremost post of danger, 
was her husband, and that as each successive waggon-load of 
wounded and dying drew up at the hospital gates, the agonizing 
fear was renewed, lest his form should meet her eye among the 
sufferers ; or that while she ouietly passed through the wards, 
in the discharge of her painful and responsible duties, soothing 
and alleviating the anguish of others, her own heart was bursting 
with the yearning which a mother’s heart alone can fully com- 
prehend, towards her child, separated from her by this cruel 
strife, and consigned, at a safe distance from the socne of war 
to the hired care of strangers. 

Powerful reasons, arising out of political circumstances, had 
rendered expedient, if not absolutely necessary, the concealment 
of her marriage with the Marquis Ossoli, which had taken place 
about a year and a half before ; and she w^as therefore still known 
only by her maiden name of Fuller. Bearing about this secret 
burden of personal sorrow and anxiety, she yet devoted herself 
nobly and unshrinkingly, night and day, to the duties of the 
honourable but most trying post of licgolatrice assigned her. 
Even a casual visitor of the hospitals must have received the 
impression that Miss Fuller w as no ordinary character. Under 
her management, and that of the Princess Belgioioso, the 
hospitals were brought out of the ‘ chaotic condition’ in which 
the priests had left them, into a state of order, regularity, and 
comfort. One of her friends, who accompanied her in a visit to 
this heartrending scene, describes the comforting influence dif- 
fused by her presence among the poor wounded sufferers, to 
many of whom, probably, kindness and sympathy were unwonted 
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luxuries. * How lonq; will the signora st*ay?’ ‘ When will the 
signora come again?’ they eagerly asked. For each one’s pe- 
culiarities she had a cure: to one she carried books, to another 
she told the news of the day, and listened to another’s oft 
repeated tale of wrongs as the best sympath}" she could give. 
They raised themselves upon their elbows to get the last glimpse 
of her as she was going away. Even when the siege was over, 
and the wife was at length permilled to claim her husband, and 
the mother to embrace her child, though wdth crushed hopes and 
blighted prospects, her heart was not too much engrossed with 
its owm emotions (pardonable though this might have seemed 
then) to bleed for the miseries of others. 

‘ I cannot tell you,’ she wrote to a frionrl, ‘ what I endured in 
leaving Itome, — abandoning the poor wounded soldiers, — knowing 
that there is no provision made for them when tJiey ris(i fioiii the l)od8, 
where they have been thrown by a noble courage, — where they have 
suffered vrith a noble patience. Some of the poorer men, who rise 
bereft even of the right arm — one having lost the riglit arm and 
the right leg — I would have provided for with a small sum. 
Could I have sold my hair, or blood from iny arm, I w ould have 
done it. Had any of the rich Americans remained in Koine, they 
would have given it to me; they helped nobly at first, in the ser- 
vice of the hospitals, w’heii there was far less need, Vmt they had all 

gone You say you are glad 1 have had this great opportunity 

for carrying out my principles. ’Would it w'crc sci! 1 found myself 
inferior in courage and fortitude to the occasion. I kmnv not Iiow to 
bear the havoc and the anguish incident to the struggle for these 
principles. •! rejoiced that it lay not with me to cut down th<j trees, 
to destroy the Elysian gardens, for the defence of Eorae; 1 do not 
know that I could liave done it, and the sight of these far nobler 
growths, the beautiful young men, mown down in their stately prime, 
became too much for me. 1 forgot the great id(;as, to sympathize with 
the poor moth<;rs wdio had nursed their precious forms only to see 
them all lopped and gashed. You say, 1 sustained them; often have 
they sustained my courage: one, kissing the pieces of bone tliat were 
so paini’ully extracted from bis arm, lianging them round his neck to 
be worn as the true relics of to-day — mementos that he also has 
done and borne something for liis country and the Iiopes of humanity. 
One fair young man, who is made a cripple for life, cla?i)ed my band 
as lie saw me crying over the spasms 1 could not relieve, and faintly 
cried, ‘ Viva I’ltalia.’ ‘ Think only, cara hona donna^ said a poor 
wounded soldier, ‘that lean always wear my uniform on just 

as it is now, wdth the holes where the halls went through, for a 
memory.* * God is good,’ ‘ God knows,’ they often said to me, when 
I had not a word to cheer them.’ — Vol. iii. pp. 218-20. 

Of such a woman we cannot either write or think without 
respect and admiration, whatever defects wc may discover either 
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in her character or her opinions, or whatever faults we may 
find with the volumes which record her short and sad history. 
It is, indeed, chiefly in virtue of its closing portion, that tliis 
history possesses an interest for readers to whom Madame Ossoli 
was not personally known, sufficiently strong to demand a per- 
manent record, and especially its presentation, in three elegant 
volumes, to the English public. Only as we contemplate this 
lady’s character as it unfolds itself during the brief period of her 
married life, can we at all justify to ourselves the enthusiastic 
admiration of her personal friends, which otherwise, as far as 
the imperfect judgment wo are able to form from these volumes 
extends, appears often ridiculously exaggerated. In fact the 
biographers of ‘ Margaret,’ (as, with somewhat questionable taste, 
they habitually call their frientl,) seem to take pleasure in 
making large demands on the reader’s faith, while keeping him 
on very short allowance of evidence. They tantalise us by 
references to heroic fortitude, of the occasions for which they 
leave us in ignorance; vague intimations of romantic adventures, 
blighting disappointments, and cruel trials, which they arc not 
at liberty further to particularise; and rapturous praises of those 
brilliant sallies of wit, learning, and eloquence, of which, un- 
fortunately, it is not permitted us to judge for ourselves. When 
a lady is ])laccd in the same relation to the reader as the heroine 
of a novel, by being always called by her Christian name, one 
seems to expect the novel reader’s privilege of sharing in all 
her secrets, this half confidence is very disagreeable; more 
especially as Miss Fuller’s private jouraals have been, ransacked, 
and pcriiaps some of the portions presented in these pages are 
among the last which she would have wished to meet the public 
eye. If the editors have not sedulously sought to mystify the 
reader, they liave at all events taken small pains to enlighten 
him. Instead of cither a full and orderly chronicle of the events 
of their heroine’s life, or a well drawn and distinct portraiture 
of her character and mental history, they have given us a suc- 
cession of hazy, dazzling sketches; a fragmentary olio of bio- 
graphy, eulogy, rhapsody, description, and extracts, not in 
chronological order, from journals and letters ; written by three 
different hands, cut up into numerous small sections, interlarded — 
for what precise purpose does not apjHjar — with numerous mottoes, 
prose and ])oetry, in different languages; the grand design of 
the whole, apparently, being to produce point, brilliancy, in- 
tensity, —in a word, effect. The account of one of the most 
important and interesting passages in the youthful life of ‘ Mar- 
garet,’ is extracted from a iah, written by her, the heroine of 
w’hich is a certain ‘ Mariana;’ and we have no grounds at all. 
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beyond the brief reference to its ‘ touching truthfulness,’ with 
which it is introduced, to form any judgment how far this pas- 
sage of ‘ Mariana’s’ school-life is really a transcript of Miss 
Fuller’s own experience, or how far reality is disguised in fiction. 
Even the autobiographical fragment which presents the account 
of her childhood, is stated to have been written by her ^ as the 
introductory chapter to an autobiographical romance* One 
cannot help regretting that there is no more satisfactory gua- 
rantee than this statement affords of its literal accuracy. 
Almost the only piece of genuine continuous narrative in 
these three volumes is the profoundly affecting account of the 
voyage and melancholy shipwreck with which they close. 

The impression produced by the first two volumes of these 
memoirs is, to our mind, we must confess, anything but agree- 
able. They present the portraiture, first of a singularly gifted, 
morbidly precocious and sensitive child, ruined and all but killed 
by injudicious training; and then, of an eminently intellectual 
and accomplished woman, prodigiously learned, brilliant, and 
eloquent, but also, except to the select circle of her initiated 
worshippers, prodigiously disagi'ccable, living in an atmosjdicre 
of artificial excitement and literary sentiment, in which those 
affections which flourish only beneath the cpiiet shade of home 
seem dwarfed and choked by the overgrowth of intellect. 

An enthusiastic disciple of Mr. Emerson, we find her un- 
flagging in ‘ self-culture,* and full of the necessity of * making 
life a poem,’ and so forth ; but ])ainfully deficient in most of 
what is cxjjressed by the word ‘ feminine,’ whose gentle virtue 
alone forms the spell by which woman truly makes the poetry of 
this work-day world. For where the head tyrannises over the 
heart, instead of doing homage to its rightful predominance, 
w'oman — so at least wc hold — is no longer truly woman, but 
merely an inferior sort of man. This is precisely the idea sug- 
gested by many passages in these volumes, — an idea which 
seems often to have suggested itself to Miss Fuller herself, — 
what a pity she was not a man ! Doubtless it was this feeling 
which involved her, spite of her strong sense, in the melancholy 
hallucination still rife, we fear, among our transatlantic lady- 
cousins, that the ‘ rights of women’ comprehend their being 
made as much like men fis ])ossible. We arc not intimating any 
inferiority of the feminine mind or nature to the masculine, any 
more than the reverse. The perfection and the beauty of each 
depend on their being so distinct as to admit no comparison : as 
distinct as the perfection of the lily and of the oak ; as distinct 
as the beauty of the cloud-capped lichen-coated cliff' of granite, 
and that of the silver-robed, snow-skirted cascade, clinging to 
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its rugged side. Mentally and morally, as well as physically, 
woman’s power is the power of beauty; man’s beauty is the 
beauty of power. 

Happily, nature is potent, and laughs to scorn theories, even 
of Bostonian phil()soj)hers and philosophesses. We are more 
than repaid for all the dissatisfied feelings awakened in the earlier 
portions of these memoirs, by the charming contrast between 
Margaret Fuller and Margaret Ossoli. Out of reach of the circle 
in which she had shone, at terrible cost, with such self-consum- 
ing brilliances and of the influences of American literary society, 
which these pages would lead us to deem anything but healthful 
or natural, — under the genial sky of Italy her character, seems to 
mellow and ripen like fruit in warm sunshine. The woman’s 
heart re-asser|s its prerogative, both in its weakness and in its 
strength. The eminent and talented blue-stocking of the nine- 
teenth century, and of New England, is lost sight of, merging 
into the much more common-place, but also much more delightful 
character, — happily not j)eculiar to any century or to any country, 
— the devoted and loving w'ife and mother. This transformation 
and development of character is to us far the most striking and 
beautiful thing in these volumes. It is like stepping out of a 
hothouse, with its splendid but forced growths, and artificial atmo- 
sphere, into the fresh green fields, filled with the songs*of birds 
and the hues and odours of wild flowers. We feel how largely 
the defects of earlier years arc traceable to an unhappy education; 
and we almost forget them in contemplating a character almost 
as noble, elevated, and pure, as a character can be, ^hile Jacking 
the crowding grace and central strength of evangelical Christianity. 
We do not mean that Madame Ossoli w*as in’eligious. Far from 
it. She was earnest, constantly mindful of an eternal future 
and an all-wise, all-powerful Disposer of events ; susceptible of 
powerful religious emotion, and at times mystically and rap- 
turously devout. But Ae religion of St. Paul and St. John she 
unhappily neither possessed nor understood. This defect, in 
our eyes so essential and so melancholy, is, of course, in the eyes 
of her biograpliers, the crowning glory of her character ; but fo 
which, we cannot help suspecting, these memoirs would never 
have been published, at least under their editorship. To us, one 
of the most affecting lessons furnished by their pages, — a far dif- 
ferent one from any contemplated by Mr, Emerson or his com- 
panions in the task, — has been the utter inadequacy of a mere 
philosophic faith, however self-sufficient, or mere religious senti- 
ment, however intense, to meet the wants of the heart and of 
life. How would the deepest shadows of the life here recorded 
have been lighted up, its most painful enigmas solved, or at least 
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laid asleep, and its anxious yearninj^s met and satisfied, if this pas- 
sionate heart, and powerful, penetrating intellect, had been able 
to understand and appropriate that one word of the inspired 
philosopher of Tarsus, — ‘To me, to live is Chiust!” 

Sarah Margaret Fuller was born at Cambridge-Port, Massachu- 
setts, on the 2;ird of May, 1810. We have already referred to the 
source from whicli tlie sketch of her childhood and youth is 
drawn. The use which the editors have made of it implies their 
belief of its accuracy, though they have not favoured the reader 
with any evidence by which to form a judgment on this point 
for himself. Her father is described as ‘ a lawyer and politician,’ 
the son of a clergyman, but of what church is not stated. 

* He was a man largely endowed with the sagacious energy whicli 
tlie state of New England society for the last half century lias been 
so well fitted to develop. ... To be an honoured citizen, and to have 
a home on earth were made the great aims of existence. To open the 
deeper fountains of the soul, to regard life here as the prophetic 
entrance to immortality, to develop his spirit and perfection, — 
motives like these had never been suggested to him, either by fellow 
beings or by outward circumstances. The result was a character in 
its social aspect, of quite the common sort. A good son and brother, 
a kind neighljour, an active man of business, — in all outward 

relations he was but one of a class, wliich surrounding eircuni stances 
have made tlm majority among us. In the more delicate and indi- 
vidual relations, he never approached but two mortals — my mother 
and myself. 

‘ Jlis love/for my mother was the green spot on which he stood 
apart from the comnion-tdaces of a mere bread-winning, bread be- 
stowing existence. She was one of those fair and flower-like natures 
whicli sometimes spring up oven licsidc the most dusty highw'ays of life, 
— a creature not to be shaped into a merely useful iiistnim<*nt., but 
bound hy one law with the blue sky, the ()§w, and the frolic birds. Of 
all persons whom 1 have known, she had irilier most of the angelic — of 
that spontaneous love for every living thing — for man, and beast, and 
tree, — which restores the golden age.’ 

The liistory of Margaret’s cbijdhood is truly painful. A mind 
of extraordinary^ strength and promise was stretched and stimu- 
lated under her father’s ruinously injudicious training, till it 
became a miracle of morbid precociousness. Her mother’s influ- 
ence on her childhood cannot be traced at all ; and were it not for 
gome of the later letters in the third volume we should be led to 
imagine that the tics of aflTection betwx*en mother and daughter 
were mournfully deficient, if not lacking altogether. She w^as often 
kept up hours after other children of her age were asleep, to 
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repeat her tasks to her father, who exacted a severe accuracy; 
and when, at last, fevered and over-excited, she was sent unwill- 
ingly to bed, it was only to be tormented with hideous sights the 
moment she closed her eyes, to wake in agonies of tears or of 
terror from some frightful dream, or to wander in her sleep over 
the house. The only remedy her sagacious and energetic father 
could find for these nightly horrors was sharply to tell her to 
‘leave off thinking of such horrors, or she would be crazy.’ 
‘Poor child!’ she writes of herself, ‘Far remote in time, in 
‘ thought, from that period, I look back on these glooms and 
‘ terrors wherein 1 was enveloped, and perceive that I had no 
‘natural childhood.’ This premature overdose of leaniing, not 
counterbalanced by the only influences which might have served 
as an antidote, stimulated the child’s imagination so power- 
fully as to put her completely out of harmony with the common- 
place every-day world around her. The pagan mythology seems 
to have been more real to her mind than the facts of the gospel; 
and sometimes she prayed earnestly for a sign ^ — that it would 
lighten in some particular region of the heavens, or that she 
might find a bunch of grapes in her path I Habit at last rendered 
her heavy tasks easy ; reading became a passion, and the life of 
childhood was drained off at its very fountains into artificial 
channels. The account of her first acquaintance with Shake- 
speare tells very sadly both for parent and child. The little girl 
was but eight years old when her father found her, one Sunday 
afternoon, entranced over ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ He forbade the 
book, as not fit for the Sabbath ; but after an outy^ard show of 
obedience the wlumc was again taken slily from the shelf) and the 
little culprit was ordered by her father to go to bed in disgrace. 

‘ Into niy little room,’ she says, ‘no care of his anger followed me.’ 
Her father came in before he went to resttoreasoh wdth her about her 
disobcilience. * 1 listened, but would not feel interested in what he 
said, nor turn my mind from what engaged it. He went away really 
gritived at my impenitence, and quite at a loss to understand conduct 
in me so unusual.’ 

The painful part of this incident is the utter absence of moral 
sensibility which it displays; not merely that she should be 
guilty of an act of deliberate disobedience, such as no well-trained 
child would have thought of, but incapable of feeling that she 
had done wrong. Nor, in relating it, more than twenty years 
afterwards, does she seem to lake any more enlightened view of 
the transaction, but only moralizes on the way in which parents 
misunderstand children. We imagine she would have 'written 
differently after she had a child of her own. The same defi- 



228 


MARGARET FULLER OSSOLI. 


ciency in moral sensibility strikes us painfully more than once 
in the course of these volumes; most of all in a disgusting pas- 
sage regarding ‘ Madame Sand/ which the editors would, in our 
opinion, have done wisely to omit. It is ver^*^ worthy of remark, 
that this deficiency may be found in connexion with the most 
rapturous admiration of abstract excellence, and of the ‘ noble- 
ness and divinity of human nature.* Human nature is not so far 
gone, after all, as not to see tlie beauty of virtue. What it does 
not see is the turpitude of sin. Not by the sincerity with which 
“we admire the good, but by the energy with which we reject the 
evil, is the true level of our moral character to be tested. 

The defect of which we have spoken was not connected, as 
sometimes, with a cold insensible temperament. This child was 
capable of intense and passionate emotion and ,aflection. Of 
this kind was her love of nature, as she made acquaintance with 
its beauty and glory in the flow^ers of their little garden, and the 
sunset skies which she watched from it, making a dark picture 
frame of the garden gate. The hours spent there are sadly 
spoken of as ‘the best hours’ of her '^lonel?/ childhood.’ The 
* passionate emotion * with which w'c are told she used to kiss and 
contemplate the flowers, in which her mother also took great 
delight, renders more strange and sad the apparent absence of 
that deep and confiding affection, which ouglit to he the deepest 
feeling of childhood, and which the divine hand has designed, 
like a hedge of roses, at once to beautify and protect the early 
steps of our path on earth. This, together with her unhealthy 
disgust at things and persons by whom she was surrounded, is 
thrown into more vivid relief by the story of a romantic and 
passionate attachment, such as perhaps only childhood is capable 
of, awakened in the child’s heart by the visit of an English lady 
of accomplished manners and captivating person, who suddenly 
made her appearance in church, in the midst of the homely 
figures, and shrewd, narrow physiognomies, which were wont to 
irritate the young lady’s aversion and disdain to a most exalted 
pitch. After this bright star had set from her sky, Margaret fell 
into a dull melancholy, to cure which she was sent to school. 
Here occurs the incident we before referred to, and which cer- 
tainly wears the air of being somewhat dressed up and coloured. 
If accurately told, it was a turning point in her life and character, 
of which wc can only regret that a wiser and deeper use was not 
made. A petty persecution, in which all her schoolfellows com- 
bined to punish her vanity, goaded her into the revenge of 
sowing discord among them, IJeing at length convicted of false- 
hood, the intolerable shame of the exposure almost cost her her 
life. Her teacher at length, by sympathizing kindness, overcame 
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llie stubborn and proud spirit that at first resisted every effort, and 
won her back from the edf^c of the fearful precipice, ‘ When !jer 
‘strength was a little restored, she had her companions sum- 
‘ moned, and said to them, ‘ I deserve to die, but a generous 
‘trust has called me back to life. 1 will be worthy of it, nor 
‘ ever betray the trust, nor resent injury more. Can yoii forgive 
‘ the past, ’ They did ; and ‘ a wild-fire was turned in tint hour 
‘of penitence at the boarding-school, such as has oftentimes 
‘ wrapped court and camp in a destructive glow.’ — p. 63. So far it 
was well. But the penitence was towards man, not towards God. 
Had a friend been near who could have seized a moment, such 
as may not be expected twice in a lifetime, to turn the thoughts 
of the proud but liiimbled girl from the shame to the sin, and to 
pour into her Imrning bosom the healing balm of atonement, — 
the assurance of pardon for the past and strength for the future, 
— that might have been indeed a turning point in life ; and the 
fountain that would have sprung up at that point of tlie path, 
would have gladdened and purified every step and every scene 
of it afterwards. If our readers have made acquaintance with. 
‘ Flcda,’ in Miss Wcthcrall’s exquisite tale of ‘ Qiicechy,* or with 
little ‘ Ellie,’ in the ‘ Wide, wide, world,’ they will know all that 
wc mean without our telling them. 

It would be a laborious task to frame, from the disjointed 
notices on distinct pages, a correct chronology of this young 
lady’s history ; but, as far as wc can make out, the incidents just 
referred to occurred a year or two after the period to which 
the following description refers. It is by the I^tev. F. H. 
Hedge : — 

‘ Margaret was then about thirteen, — a child in years, but so pre- 
cocious in lier mental and physical developments, that she passed for 
eighteen or twenty. Agreeably to this estimate, she had her place in 
society as a lady full-grown. When I recal her personal appearance, 
as it was then, and for ten or twelve years subsequent to this, I have 
tlie idea of a blooming girl of a florid complexion and vigorous 
health, with a tendency to robustness, of which she was painfully 
conscious,' (her sleep-walking, we presume, had been given up by this 
time,) ‘and which, with little regard to hygienic principles, she en- 
deavoured to suppress or conceal, thereby preparing for herself much 
future suffering. With no pretensions to beauty then, or at any time, 
her face was one that attracted — that awakened a lively interest-— 
that made one desirous of a nearer acquaintance. It was a face that 
fascinated without satisfying; never seen in repose, never allowing a 
steady perusal of its features, it baffled every attempt to judge the 
character by physiognomical induction(?). ... I said, she had no 
pretensions to beauty; yet she was not plain. She escaped the re- 
proach of positive plainness' by her blond and abundant hair, by her 
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excellent teetb, by ber sparkling, dancing, busy eyes, which, though 
usually half-closed from near-sightedness, shot piercing glances at 
those with whom she conversed, and, most of all, by the very 
peculiar and graceful carriage of her head and neck, which all who 
knew her will remember as the most characteristic trait in her per- 
sonal appearance. In conversation she had already, at that early age, 
begun to distinguish herself, and made much the same impression in 
society that she did in after years, with the exception that, as she ad- 
Tanced in life, she learned to control that tendency to sarcasm, — ^that 
disposition to ‘quiz,* which was then somewhat excessive. It 
frightened shy young people from her presence, and made her, for a 
while, notoriously unpopular with the ladies of her circle.* 

As a pendant, we may extract a portion of Mr. Emerson’s 
account of his introduction to Miss Fuller, tlicn^in her twenty- 
seventh year. 

‘ She was rather under the middle height; her complexion was fair, 
with strong fair hair. She was then, as always, carefully and be- 
comingly dressed, and of lady-like self-possession. For the rest, her 
appearance had nothing prepossessing. Her extreme plainness, a 
trick of incessantly opening and shutting her eyelids, the nasal tone 
of her voice, — all repelled, and I said to myself, we shall never get 
far. It is to be said, that Margaret made a disagreeable first impres- 
sion on most persons, including those who became afterwards ber best 
friends, to such an extreme that they did not wish to be in the same 
room with her. This was partly the effect of her manners, which ex- 
pressed an overweening sense of power, and slight esteem of others, 
and partly the prejudice of her fame. She had a dangerous reputa- 
tion for satire in addition to her great scholarship. The men thought 
fihe carried too many guns, and the women did not like one who de- 
spised them She had an incredible fund of anecdotes, and the 

readiest wit to give an absurd turn to whatever passed; and the eyes, 
which were so plain at first, soon swam with fun and drolleries, and 
the very tides of joy and superabundant life.* — pp. 268-70. 

For the benefit of our young lady readers, we will give ii 
sketch of Miss Margaret’s studies at the age of fifteen, and 
when at home (as we conclude from comparing dates) for the 
holidaya — 

‘ I rise a little before five, walk an hour, then practise on tlie piano 
till seven, when we breakfast. Next I read French — Sismondi’s 
Literature of the South of Europe, — ^till eight; then two or three 
lectures in * Brown’s Philosophy.’ About half-past nine, I go to Mr. 
Perkins’s school and study Greek till twelve, when the school being 
dismissed, 1 recite, go home, and practice again till dinner at two. 
Sometimes, if the conversation is very agreeable, I lounge for half an 
hour over the dessert, though rarely so lavish of time. Then, when 
I can, I read two hours in Italian, but am often interrupted. At six, 
I walk or take a drive. Before going to bed, I play or sing for half 
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an hour or so, to make all sleepy; and, about eleven, retire to write 
a little while in my journal, exercises on what 1 have read, or a series 
of characteristics which I am filling up according to advice.’ — p. 64. 

In the year 1833, much to his dauchter’s regret, Mr. Fuller 
removed to Groton, Massachusetts. Ilerc from five to eight 
hours a-day appear to have been spent in teaching the younger 
children. Over-study, as might have been expected long before, 
brought on an illness from which she narrowly escaped with life. 
A passage in her own account of this illness sheds an instructive 
light on that absence of warmth in her relation to her parents, on 
which we have already remarked, as so unnatural in a nature so 
passionate and intense. — 

‘ My father,’ she says, ‘ habitually sparing in tokens of affection^ 
was led by his anxiety, to express what he felt towards me in stronger 
terms than he had ever used in the whole course of his life. He 
thought I might not recover; and one morning, coming into my room, 
after a few moments’ conversation, he said, ‘ My dear, I have been 
thinking of you in the night, and I cannot remember that you have 
any faults. You have defects, of course, as all mortals have, but I do 
not know that you have a single fault.’ These words, so strange 
from him, who had scarce ever, in my presence, praised me, and who, 
as I knew, abstained I'rom praise as hurtful to his children, affected 
me to tears at the time, although I could not foresee how dear and 
consolatory this extravagant expression of regard would very soon 
become.’-^p. 201.) 

It is strange that parents so often commit the fatal mistake of 
taking for granted their children’s affection, and making scarcely 
any positive and vrisely directed effort to secure it. Nature, 
indeed, makes the tendrils bud, but skilful training has much to 
do in making them cling in the right direction, and with their 
full force of attachment. It was not long before the real power 
and value of this sacred tie were made terribly evident, by its 
being suddenly wrenched asunder. In the autumn of 1835, Mr. 
Fuller fell a victim to cholera. His daughter appears to have felt 
this tremendous stroke most poignantly. But, at the same time, 
under the influence of this heavy trial, her character at once 
begins to display amiable, unselfish, and noble features, of which 
we have previously seen few traces. Her widowed mother was 
ill-fitted to act as the head of the family, and it seems to have 
fallen, in great measure, to Maigaret to fill the vacant post. And 
this she seems to have done in the spirit of the prayer which she 
has recorded : ‘ I have prayed to God that duty may now be the 

* first object, and self set aside. May I have light and strength 

* to do what is right, in the highest sense, for my mother, brothers, 

* and sister*’ One severe sacrifice to which &e was called, was 
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the giving up an intended visit to Europe, on which her heart 
was greatly set. The circumstances in which she thenceforward 
found herself, no doubt powerfully tended to strengthen the 
masculine tendencies of her intellect and character. 

In 1836, Miss Fuller left Groton ‘to undertake some educa- 
tional engagements at Boston. We presume that at this period 
she was in the habit of paying frequent * visits to Concord,’ for 
the next section of the book is so intituled ; but when, or why, 
or how often these visits took place, the deponent saith not. At 
all events, it was now that Miss Fuller became an acquaintance, 
and we suppose we may say a disciple, of Mr. Emerson, whose 
portrait of her wc have already given. Spite of all the disad- 
vantages he enumerates, her sway over those who came fairly 
under her influence seems to have been something marvellous, 
almost magical. With an intellect now fully developed, and 
severely disciplined, with experience of life such as few women 
can attain, with extraordinary stores of learning and facility in 
using them, and with unbounded self-reliance, unquenchable 
vivacity, brilliant and copious conversational eloquence, and a 
discernment of character at once penetrating and sympathising, 
Miss Fuller was the centre of a large circle of friends, whom, as 
one of them naively assures us, ‘she wore like a necklace.’ If w’e 
believe all that Mr. Emerson tells us, this circle must indeed have 
been such a constellation of wit, wisdom, genitis, and beauty as 
has rarely, if ever, been collected on earth. The very side dishes 
of the entertainment would have furnished a feast elsewhere. 
We dull-mimied * Englishers’ have a homely j)rovcrb about geese 
and swans. But in tYiis region of transcendental inspiration, the 
place of those useful though self-conceited bipeds was filled by 
birds of Paradise, golden eagles, or at least by purple and crimson 
humming birds. It was a ^ necklace^ not of diamonds merely, 
but of koh-i-noors ! The fact is, that such a characteristically 
American vein of exaggeration peeps out every here and there 
in these volumes, as excites an uncomfortable uncertainty how 
much discount we ought to take olf, in order to get at the sober 
literal truth. Happily, there is enough of what is really noble 
and admirable in Miss Fuller’s character to out-top and over- 
shadow, not only her own defects, but much that is injudicious 
or ridiculous in her friends. We are told, that it was at first 
intended to intitule the work, ‘ Margaret and her Friends.’ We 
might have been tempted to suggest * Save me from my 
fldends !’ as an appropriate motto for the title-page. 

The magical wand with which this friendly sorceress wound 
her spells around those who came within her charmed circle, so 
that people who at first could not endure to be in the same room 
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U'ith her, presently yielded to the mesmeric atmosphere, and 
patientl}'^ submitted to be strung on her ‘ necklace,’ seems to have 
been her singular eloquence. But the real charm lay deeper, — 
ill the force of lier character, which made even her affectation 
seem more earnest than other people’s reality, and in the ready 
sympathy, knowledge of human nature, and imperturbable as- 
surance with which she seized the key of a character, and quietly 
made her way into its secret chambers. Her mind was, in one 
respect, much more French than English; it was eminently 
social, and needed the excitement of society to call forth its 
jiowers to their best advantage. She herself said, ‘ Conversation 
^ is my natural element. I need to be called out, and never think 
^ alone without imagining some companion. Whether this be 
‘ nature or the force of circumstances 1 know not ; it is my 
^ habit, and bespeaks a second-rate mind.’ Hence it is not 
surprising that her writings, according to the general testimony 
of her friends, by no means do justice to her powers, nor yet the 
fragments of conversation preserved in these pages. The spirit 
of elocpiencc escapes when the living stream of speech is frozen 
into written words. It lies in what cannot be written : not in 
the worils spoken, but in the speaker, in the speaking, and in the 
])ersons spoken to. It is a power not to be analysed, but to be 
ielt ; and the proof of which lies in its effects. And as real con- 
versational elo(jucncc is among the rarest forms of eloquence, so 
it is perhaps the quickest, surest, and most irresistible means of 
iiny, to exert inlluence over the minds of others. ‘The test 
* of this clo(picnce,’ observes Mr. Emerson, ‘was its^range. It 
‘ told on children and on old people ; on men of the world and 
‘on sainted maids. She could hold them all by her honied 
‘ tongue.’ 

There is no talent so dangerous to the modesty of its possessor 
as this sort of eloquence, because of the immediate and brilliant 
success which it achieves. Tiie eloquent Margaret was not 
sufficiently superior to the weakness of human nature to escape 
this temptation. Mr. Emerson’s remarks are amusing. It was 
a defect which he was not likely to overlook. ‘ Margaret at first 
‘ astonished and repelled us by a complacency that seemed the 
‘ most assured since the days of Scaliger. She spoke, in the 
‘ quietest manner, of the girls she had formed, of young men 
‘ who owed everything to her, the fine companions she had long 
‘ ago exhausted. In the coolest way, she said to her friends, — 

‘ “ I now know all the people worth knowing in America, and I find 
no intellect comparable to my own.” In vain, on one occasion, I pro- 
fessed my reverence for a youth of genius, and my curiosity in liis 
future, — “ Oh, no, she was intimate with his mind,” and I “ spoiled 
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him by overrating liim.” Meantime, we knew, that she neither had 
seen nor could see his subtle superiorities.* 

In childhood, the young lady was so impressed with hei 
superiority to those around her, that she persuaded herself thai 
she was in reality the child, not of Mr. and Mrs. Fuller, but o: 
some European king and queen ! Well may Mr. Emerson add, 
after one or two confirmatory quotations, ‘It is certain thai 
‘ Maigarct occasionally let slip, with all the innocence imaginable. 
‘ some phrase betraying the presence of a rather mountainou.« 
*MB, in a way to surprise those who knew her good sense, 
(u. p. 3.) 

One cannot read these sentences without feeling that the} 
convey a silent but instructive satire on the sort of religion which 
consists chiefly in enforcing self-reliance, and* glorifying the 
nobleness and divinity of human nature ; and without regrettino 
that the writer of them was not more qualified to exj)ound to hii 
fl*iend and disciple that religion whose message is, ‘ Be clothed 
with humility ; except ye become as little children, ye shall ir 
nowise enter into the kingdom of God.* Christianity has found 
out what is still a secret to philosophy, that the true soil for the 
growth of genuine virtue is to be made only by levelling thai 
same ‘ mountainous me’ with the dust ; and, what is more, it ha^ 
found out the means of doing so. 

We cannot contemplate the religious aspects of Madame Ossoli’s 
character and life without painful and melancholy interest. Ir 
some passages of letters and journals occur noble sentiments o1 
submissive «.trust in Divine Providence, devotedness to duty, 
and calm hope of the eternal future ; touching which our onl} 
wonder is, how any deeply thoughtful mind can find room tc 
rest them on so narrow a basis as the simple belief in the exist- 
ence of a God, and the immortality of the soul. But these arc 
the reflected lights of the Gospel, the sunlight in the sky, while 
the sun himself is below the horizon. Again wc meet with 
ecstatic raptures of devotion, which, had they been uttered b} 
some English Methodist or Scottish Puritan, would infallibl} 
have been sneered at as hypocritical cant, by many who will 
admire them h'om the lips of a philosophic mystic, — perhaps or 
the principle on which w'e admire exotics, blooming in a soi! 
where nature never meant them to grow. And again, we have 
deep sorrowful wailings, wonderings, and despairing longings 
such as sadly tell how poorly the vague thou^ sublime gene- 
ralities of natural religion can serve as an ‘ anchor to the soul, 
or fill the place of that faith which rests on a personal Saviour 
an ever-present, sympathising, yet all-powerful Friend. Perhapi 
the most painful intimation of this is in an extravagant rhapsod;; 
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addressed, after hearing Beethoven’s music, to that departed 
composer as to a patron saint. So naturally does the heart, 
even when scornfully rejecting the idea of ‘ a Mediator,'' incline 
to link together human sympathy and divine power! 

Wo know not whether, in these respects, Miss Fuller’s views 
and feelings underwent any change after she became Marchioness 
Ossoli. Most certainly there was a marvellous change in her 
character; one striking feature of which is thus touchingly 
referred to by herself. — (iii. p. 217.) 

‘ You say truly, I shall come home humbler. God grant it may 

* be entirely humble ! In future, while more than ever penetrated 

* with principles, and the’ need of the martyr spirit to sustain 
‘ them, I will ever own that there are few worthy, and that I am 
‘one of the l^ast.’ 

This was written after the fall of Rome. Earlier than this, 
about the time of her marriage, she is thus described by her 
friend, Mrs. Story: — 

‘ To mo she seemed so unlike what I had thought her to be in 
America, that I continually said, “ How have I misjudged you, — you 
are not at all such a person as I took you to be.” .... It was true, 
that I had not known her much personally when in BosSton; but 
through her friends, who were mine also, I had learned to think of 
' her us a ])crson on intellectual stilts, with a large share of arrogance, 
and little sweetness of temper. How unlike to this was she now! — 
So delicate, so simple, confiding, and affectionate; with a true womanly 
heart and soul, sensitive and generous, and what was to me a still 
greater surprise, possessed of so broad a charity, that she could cover 
with its mantle the faults and defects of all about her. ~iii. p. 236. 

Wc must not enlarge our extracts by entering on the details of 
Miss Fuller’s visit to Europe, life in Ital}^, and marriage, or we 
should be tempted to present our readers with her graphic sketch 
of Thomas Carl^de, and with an anecdote of a rencontre with 
some of Garibaldi’s troops at a country inn, which remarkably 
illustrates her energy of character, and influence over rougher 
natures. We have great satisfaction in informing our lady 
readers, that Madame Ossoli’s husband was not one of the 
‘ necklace’ aforesaid. 

‘ He is not (she writes to her mother,) in any respect such a person 
as people in general would expect to find with me. He had no in- 
structor except an old priest, who entirely neglected his education ; 
and of all that is contained in books he is absolutely ignorant, and has 
no enthusiasm of character. On the other hand, he has excellent 
practical sense; has been a judicious observer of all that passed before 
his eyes; has a nice sense of duty, which in its unfailing minute 
activity, may put most enthusiasts to shame; a very sweet temper and 
great native refinement.* — (p. 225.) 
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In the old daj’s of ‘ Conversations at Boston’ and ‘ Visits to 
Concord,’ Miss Margaret Fuller had discovered that pride may 
be gratified to the utmost by that most intoxicating of all in- 
cense, the intellectual worship of cultivated minds, and yet the 
heart be unfilled and unsatisfied. She was unreasonable enough 
to be disappointed that she found no one ‘ to love her as she 
felt she was worthy to be loved.’ Unreasonable, partly because 
she imagined that this must include as high an fipprecialion of 
her intellect as she had herself ; but still more, because she fell 
into the mistake into which we suppose most of tlie lady advocates 
of the * rights of women’ do fall. She claimed that women should 
take exactly the same place in society as men ; and yet wished 
to retain for them, intact, the ten thousand nameless and inde- 
finable privileges and bewitching influences which belong to them 
solely in virtue of their position as ‘ the gentler sex,’ and which 
men never dream of claiming or yielding among themselves. ^ Let 
women be sea-captains, if they will !* exclaimed Miss Margaret. 
Well, let them ! But let them not complain, in that case, if men 
leave off the inconvenient and expensive habit of falling in love ; 
and let them never expect to see a ship’s deck crowded with 
British soldiers calmly going down into their grave among the 
breakers, in order that the boats filled with ^ am-captahts' nuiX 
children may get safe to shore ! 

Our last sentence reminds us of the melancholy and affecting 
conclusion of these memoirs, which, lio'wcvf?r, wo will not spoil 
by extract, abstract, or comment. In place of which, as we have 
thus far touched upon the question of woman’s position in society, 
iis illustrated by these remarkable volumes, perhaps our readers 
will allow us to conclude with a fable, under which we fancy wc 
can discern a lurking moral. 

The legend says, — we will not be so impertinent to our 
learned readers, or so ill-bred to our unlearned renders, as to say 
in what ancient author it is, or is not, to be found, but the legend 
says, that once on a time, Selene complained to Zeus of the 
gross partiality which bad allotted to her orb a light so much 
fainter than that of the god of day, and even that faint splendour 
ceasing and waning according to lier relation to him. This 
inequality was a relic of chaos and barbarism, unworthy of an 
enlightened age. She spoke so eloquently of lunar rights and 
solar usurpations, solar arrogance and lunar degradation, that 
Zeus at length — olli suhridens^ as Maro hath it — with a lurking 
satire in his smile, nodded assent. The next day the new moon 
appeared, not as a timid, delicate crescent, but as a second sun, 
as bright, bold, and fiery as the god of day himself. When the 
first oddity of having two suns instead of one diminished, the 
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(lifrerence was not much noticed ; but as the month rolled on, 
and the cool summer nights were changed into burning summer 
days, by this novel development of moonshine, all the world was 
worked up to a pitch of wonderment. How astonishing ! How 
wonderful ! How delightful ! said everybody. One or two 
ventured to add — IIow disagreeable I And, as the novelty wore 
olfi it was disagreeable. Poets began to mourn for the loss of 
their ancient fountain of inspiration. Lovers no longer rambled 
together in the moonlight, — they might as well walk out at noon- 
day. Sailors mistook the tides, and she|)herds lost count in their 
calendars, because it was alwaj^s full moon. Philosophers grum- 
bled at being disappointed* of a })redicted eclipse. Physicians 
and policemen thought these daylight nights a great improve- 
ment ; but evjfry one else soon voted them a bore. The plants 
began to wither under the unnatural excitement. The nightingale 
took to singing by day, and going to sleep at night, like other 
sensible birds. One or two temples were consecrated ' To the 
New Luminary,’ but the old temples of Selene were all deserted, 
and no offerings laid on her altars. It was a great relief when, at 
the month’s end the moon rose and set- by day, and in the cool 
dark night men looked at the far-off stars and thought of what 
moonliglit used to be. At length Selene saw her mistake, and 
acknowledged that in her short-sighted ambition to share the 
empire of her brother, she had lost a fairer and sweeter one of 
her own. Zeus again heard her petitions, and from that time, 
over the weary toils and anxious busy cares of life, the orb of day 
reigns supreme, and his sister only appears at timefi as a pale, 
graceful crescent at his side ; hut when the time comes of rest, 
and of family gatherings, and of gentle soothing converse, and of 
heavenward rausings, and of solemn, tearful, or prayerful vigils, 
and of fairy dreams and healing slumbers, Selene shares the 
empire of night with the everlasting stars. 
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Art. IX. — (1.) Our Antipodes; or, Eesiilencc and liamhles in the 
Australian Colonics^ with a Glimpse of the Gold Fields. Three 
vols. By Lieut.- Col. Godfrey C. Mundy, Author of ‘ Pen and 
Pencil Sketches in India.* Bentley. 

(2.) Twelfth General Report of the Colonial hand and Emigration 
Commissioners, presented to both Houses of Parliament by com- 
mand of Her Majesty. 1852. 

(3.) Mr. Shilling's Lecture on the Australiafi Gold Fields, delivered 
at the Society of Arts, June 16th, 1852. 

We have often of late amused ourselves with imagining one of 
our quiet, plodding great-great-grandfathers, of the })rosperous 
times of George the Second, falling asleep some hundred years 
ago, like the beauty in the fairy tale, and awaking, refreshed 
w'ith his long slumber, some morning in the year 1852. How 
overwhelming would be his astonishment at the many unheard- 
of, iinthotight-of objects which on every hand would claim his 
notice! Passing over the surj)rise which the alteretl appearance 
of the house, the furniture, — above all, tlic many domestic 
appliances, unknown a century ago, — how would the very news- 
paper of the present day astound iiim ! These huge* sheets, three 
tinjcs the size of the Lomlon Journal or llie Daily Advertuer^ 
over which percJiance lie had ^llen aslee}>~lliose giant pages ! 
What can they contain ? There is the report of the Money 
Market, O*msols, Long Annuities, Bank Stock, — these are 
familiar enough ; but ‘ Steam-boat Coinpanie.s,’ what arc tliey ? 
^liailw'ay Shares,’ what are they? ‘Mining Shares; — ’this is 
more intelligible, for our great-great-grandfathers* were not proof 
against the seductions of ‘mining property.’ And, then, llie 
‘ Anglo-Califbriiian,’ the ‘ Agua Fria,’ the ‘ Burra Burra,’ the 
‘ Cobre (kipper Mine.’ the ‘ South Australian,’ where are these 
strangel^^-nained mines? to what countries do they belong ? But 
what are these closely printed shipping advertisements, filling 
column after column in front of the large paper? ‘ Steam to 
Bombay,’ ‘ Steam to (Jalcutta ’ — Calcutta ! that small factory ; 
scarcely thought of until Colonel Clive went over, and yet a 
dozen advertisements of steam vessels, and ‘line of packets’ 
thither V And, ‘ Direct to California,’ ‘ Steam to Califoniia,’ 
that ultima tlinle of Spanish America, scarcely known, even 
by name ! But what is this, strange as it must seem, to the 
two column.'s and a half of adverti.senients, all pointing to that 
unknown region, Australia? ‘Fur Sidney direct,’ ‘for Adelaide 
direct,* ‘ for Melbourne, Geelong, Port Philip, Hobart Town,’ 
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and still Australia, Australia, raeetin«T the eye in each. Aus- 
tralia ! what country can this he ? The Hudson Bay Company 
had lately sent home wondrous stories how far their enterprising 
hunters had penetrated into the American wilderness ; and Lord 
Anson had, within the last few years, ‘ put a girdle round the 
earth hut Australia, — where can it he ? He turns to the map 
of the w^orld, not ‘ the map of the world, with the latest dis- 
coveries,’ published by John Sencx, in the year 1744, with its wide 
wastes of ocean in the south, and ^ terra incognita’ inscribed on 
regions where now are populous cities, — nay, where steam and 
the rail find a place ; no, not to that well-worn bid map, for it is 
useless now, hut to Wyld’s? Truly, if he has slumbered, the 
spirit of discovery has not. Look at those countless cities, 
stretching westward, westward, into the American wilderness, 
beyond the boundary of the Mississippi I I>ook at the clusters of 
islands studding the South Piicific I Look at that fifth continent, 
that new found world in the far south, our very antipodes. This 
is Australia, and thither arc thousands flocking, for Australia 
could yield a home to the surplus population of all Europe, and 
still present wide tracts of fertile land crying aloud for tillers of 
her fields, and reapers of her abundant harvests I 

A singular laud is Australia ; fertile, healthful, and, in many 
parts, beautiful; but still, as though in right of its antipodal 
position, looking very much like the world turned upside down 
to the European visitant. How different are its indigenous pro- 
ductions, animal and vegetable ; how strange its kangaroo, its 
ornithorhyncus, and that paradox of Horace, its bjaek swan ! 
Its gum-tree forests, too, with ‘ the foliage so thin and pendulous, 

* that wbeii the sun is over head, one rides through the bush almost 
‘ as utterly unsheltered as if there had been no trees contrasted 
wdth those which were a kind of myrtle, near two hundred feet 
high, and twenty or thirty in girth, and cast so deep a shadow at 
noontide, that • it was literally the nemorum noctem of the poet.’ 
But w hat arc those to ‘ the absolute inversion of the seasons in 
these xYustral portions of the globe ?’ As our pleasant traveller 
Colonel Mundy remarks, ‘ brimful of home associations, how 
‘ strange is it to find May-day, the festival of young Flora, falling 
^in autumn, and tosee Jack-iri-the-Grecn dancing about, clothed 
' in the sere and yellow leaf Guy Faii.^ looks terribly out of 
‘ season, and out of countenance, toiling through the streets (as 
‘ 1 saw him doing on the 5th of November, 1848) in a terrific 

* sirocco of hot wind and dust, with the thermometer at 100 in 
‘the shade. But, above all, Christmas! Sitting in a thorough 

* draft, clad in a Holland blouse, you may see men and boys 
‘ dragging from the neighbouring bush piles of green stuff, (oak 
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^ brandies in full leaf and acorn, and a handsome shrub with a 
^ pink flower and a pale green leaf, the “ Chrislmas” of Aus- 
‘ tralia,) for the decoration of churches and dwellings, stopping 
‘every fifty yards to w^ipe their perspiring brows.’ This is 
whimsical enough; but it really appears as though a revised 
edition of the poets, ancient as well as modern, will be needed 
for Australia, since, 

* How completely docs its antipodal position falsify their images 
to the born Australian. Thomson knew nothing about the seasons, 
and Shakspere is no longer the jioet of nature. What does he 
mean by — 

* The sweet South, 

That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

Stealing and giving odours.’ 

The south wdnd brings sleet, and hail, and chilly hurricanes, — blight- 
ing and blasting every blossom it touclies! What does Horace mean 
by his rahiem notis9 ’tis a libel on our soft Australian northern breezes. 
‘Keen aquilon ’ is not keen, ivhalever Herbert may say or sing. As 
to the east wind, so much abused in English prose, if not verse, here 
it is the balmy breath of the Pacific, — the sweet sea-breeze, for whose 
daily advent during the summer, the Sydneyite watches and prays 
W’ith all the fervour that inspired the ‘ aiirn rewr of Cephalus. 'I’iu* 
veteran Spenser must have been dozing ■when he wrote of old January 
quaking with cold, for the Australian bard sings, — 

* When hot December's sultry breeze. 

Scarce stirs a leaf on yonder trees 

And if December be hot, January is hotter still .’ — Ovr Antqmdca^ 
vol. iii, p. 31, 32. 

The climate of New South Wales, and of Western and 
Southern Australia as well, is, however, very fine. There are 
few cloudy days, and none of that uncertainty of weather which 
so greatly diminishes the pleasures of an English summer. To 
use the words of our lively traveller, ‘ A fine day is a matter of 
course ; sunshine is the rule, clouds the exception and, strangely 
too, no one appears to fear the sun, even at midsummer. Masons 
and bricklayers, exposed to its full blaze for eight or ten hours a 
day, seem to sufler little inconvenience. The drought, and the 
consequent dry, parching air, are the greatest drawbacks ; but 
‘ still, it is a glorious climate ; glorious in its visible beauty, 

‘ glorious in its freedom from lethal disorders ; priceless in respect 
‘ to this latter feature, in the eyes of those who have knowm w^hat 
‘ it is to serve in countries where death multiform rides on the 
‘ wind, lurks in forest or sw^amp, or riots in the crowded city.’ 
The work from whence the above extracts have been taken, is by 
Colonel Mundy, an officer who had already seen some service, 
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both in the East Indies and in Canada, and who, as * Deputy 
Adjutant-General in the Australian colonics,* became a re- 
sident for five years in Sydney, during which time he made 
various excursions into the interior of New South Wales, as well 
as to the adjacent colonics of New Zealand, Van Diemen’s 
Land, and Victoria, together with a visit, just before his return, 
to the newly-discovered gold-diggings at Bathurst. ‘ Wholly 
unconnected with, and independent of, the colonies and com- 
inuniticrf he strives to delineate,’ his work, on this very account, 
has a value which few other works on the same subject possess ; 
while, as presenting a ve^ graphic series of pictures of a land 
toward wliich the hopes and expectations of so many thousands 
are now tending, it deserves the attention both of those w^ho are 
going and oflhosc who stay. We shall accompany Colonel Mundy 
in liis ])lcasant visits to these rising colonics, supplying or correct- 
ing their statistics from the recently published ‘ Twelfth Report of 
the (Jolonial Land and Emigration Commissioners.’ 

Jn June, 184(5, Colonel Mundy entered ‘one of the noblest 
harbours in the wmrld, Port Jackson,’ and the anchor was dropped 
just beside the spot where, in 1788, the first governor of New 
South Wales pitched the tents of the first British plantation in 
New Holland. Very different was the view that met tlic eyes 
of the new comer, not fjuite sixty years after. Long lines of 
Avoll-biiilt streets, one, George-street, extending two miles and a 
half in length ; the endless succession of well-supplied and wcll- 
lighteil sliops; the handsome dwelling-houses, letting, in the 
more ‘ fashionable’ quarters, at one and two hundred a year; 
and the beautiful villas in the outskirts, surrounded by their 
pleasure-grounds and gardens, where the natives of the tropical 
regions, together with those of more tcinfierate climates, grow in 
uiqiaralleled luxuriance, formed a pleasant scene for the eyes of 
the stranger to rest upon. The Australian cedar is profusely 
used in the fittings of the Sydney dwellings. ‘ It has all the 
beauty, in colour and figure, of the Spanish mahogany, but in 
solidity and closeness of grain the Australian cedar is greatly 
inferior.’ The police appear tolerably active, the population, on 
the whole, quiet and decorous; and, with greater attention to 
sanitary laws, Sydney bids fair to become a city worthy of the 
mighty country to which she belongs. The inhabitants, gene- 
rally, seern very prosperous. * I have visited no part of the 
world,’ says our author, ‘ where there appears so much of uni- 
versal competence, so much equality of means, if such be possible. 
There must be few persons in New South Wales spending 
1000/. a year; and there must be equally few who cannot afford 
a sufficiency of food, clothing, bread, meat, and firing, for 
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themselves and families, eveiy"day of the year.’ The shopkeepers 
in Sydney largely participate in this prosperity ; most of them 
reside in handsome houses, and many keep carriages. 

In 1850-51, Colonel Miindy visited Van Diemen’s Land, 
and the colony of Port Philip, now named Victoria. He was 
much struck with the fine situation of Hobart Town, and its 
noble harbour. 

* The land in which the port is framed is three times higher than 
that of Port Jackson, the soil better, the timber finer, and the grand 
back-ground to the town, afibrded by Mount Wellington — cloud- 
capped in summer, snow-capped in winder, — close in its rear, gives 
the palm of picturesque beauty, beyond dispute, to Hobart Town, 
and its harbour, over its sister port and city. The land tints disap- 
pointed me entirely, — ^nothing but browns and yellows; no verdure, 
everything burnt up. . . . Some of the suburl)s are very pretty, the 
style of architecture of the villas, their shady seclusion, and the trim- 
ness of their approaches and pleasure-grounds, far surpassing those 
of the New-South- Wales capital. . . . The extraordinary luxuriance 
of the common red geranium, at this season, makes every spot look 
gay; at the distance of miles, the sight is attracted and dazzled by 
wide patches of scarlet dotted over the landscape. The hedges of 
sweetbrier, both in the town gardens and country enclosures, covered 
with its delicate rose, ahsoluttdy monopolize the air with its pf^eiiUar 
perfume; the closely-clipped mint -borders, supplying tlic place of box, 
sometimes, however, overpower the sweetbrier, and every other scent 
in the gardens. Every kind of English flower and fruit appears to 
benefit by transportation to Van Dieman’s Land. Well-rernembei*e(l 
shrubs and plants, to which the heat of Australia is fatal, thrive in 
the utmost luxuriance under this more southern climate. Tiie old 
original,/f4«c/<ua gracilis attains here an extraordinary grow'th. Edging 
the beds of a garden near where I lived, there w'cre liundrculs of yards 
of fuschia in bloom. . . . Here I renewed my acquaintance with the 
walnut, and filbert, the horsc-chesnuts, the lime-tree, with its bee- 
beloved blossom, and the dear old hawthorn of my native liiud.' — 
Ou?' Antipodes^ vol. iii. p. 152-4. 

All the landscapes in the neighbourhood are very beautiful, — 
‘ much more European than Australian in their character ;* and 
the view from an eminence, ‘looking over villas, and gardens, 
and wooded undulations, down upon the bright waters of the 
wide and hill-encircled harbour,’ reminded our author of ‘ a peep’ 
from a campagne near Lausanne, over the village of Ouchi, upon 
the broad expanse of ‘ clear, placid Leman.’ The great draw- 
back, how'cver, on all this natural beauty, is the character of the 
inhabitants ; the population of the island, centesimal ly divided, 
ranging under the following divisions: — ‘Iree immigrants and 
bom in the colony, 46 per cent.; convict, and emerged into 
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freedom, 61 per cent.; militaiy and aborigines, 3 per cent.’ 
Among the gentlemen 

* Who left their country for their country’s good/ 

Colonel Miindy had the pleasure of seeing the very nnheroic Mr. 
Smith O’Brien, who was enjoying himself with his ticket of leave 
in a very pretty cottage, and far better off than hundreds of 
worthy Englishmen, whose only crime is their poverty. 

The chief town in the colony of Victoria, Melbourne, falls far 
behind Sydne^y and Hobart Town, both in situation and ap- 
pearance. It is — 

‘ A well laid-out, ugly tewn, containing about 20,000 inhabitants. 
The adjacent country, visible from the highest look-out, is but poorly 
sprinkled with trees, and is at present herbless to a degree that I 
never saw eisewhere, even in New South Wales. The town is but 
the outlet for the sjdcndid back country. . . . There is about Mel- 
bourne an air of progress and prosperity, apparent to the least ob- 
servant stranger, — an air of bustle and business during the working 
hours of tlie day, and of solid comfort and easy competence, w’hen the 
labours of the day are over. The middle and the poorer classes are 
so well off, indeed, that they have no necessity for extreme exertion.* 
— Ovr Antipodes f vol. iii. p. 280. 

But whatever may be the comparative prosperity of the towns, 
in a new country like Australia, it is the country that offers the 
chief sources of abundant wealth, and for this 

* The term squatter, inelegant as it may appear, is an official term 
in this colony. But it is ux>plied to a diffierent class from that to 
which it belongs in America, whence it is horros^ed. •The squatter of 
America is generally a small farmer or labouring man, w'ith as much 
capital as he can carry in an old stocking, who, w andering beyond the 
limits of the district surveyed by Government, and consequently 
open to sale, has sat down, or squatted, on w'ild land, as the buffalo 
or the moose might do, with as great a right, and greater, to its oc- 
cupancy, and no more liable to distraint for rent than his quadruped 
neighbour on the prairie. As the frontier of the state extends, and 
the surveyor approaches his ‘ farm,* the squatter either removes to 
‘ fresh diggiiis,* or, taking advantage of the right of pre-emption, pur- 
chases, for the fixed price of a dollar and a quarter an acre, as much 
of his original squattage as he may need or can afford to make his own, 
I have lodged with an American thus situated near the head-w'aters 
of the Mississippi. His hut, hiiill of substantial logs, cut from the 
‘ oak-opening,’ or grove, on the edge of which he was located, looked 
over a wide expanse of rolling prairie as far as the eye could range, 
dotted only with occasional clumps of timber. 

‘ His herds, therefore, however far dispersed, were still within his 
ken, and needed no further care than that of himself and sons. How 
different from the forest pastures of Australia! He was but twenty- 
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two miles from a navigable lake, communicating with the St. Law- 
rence, and the same distance from his market, a small frontier town. 
. . . Such are the squatters of the far west, and such were some of 
the original squatters of this colony.’ 

But in -Australia, at present, 

‘ For the purposes of squatting, the waste lands (a term very impro- 
perly and imprudently given to the splendid territorial inheritance held 
by the crown, as trustee for the public) are divided into three classes :d 
the settled, the intermediate, and the unsettled districts. In the settled, 
the lease is enjoyable for one year only; in the intermediate, for eight 
years; in the unsettled, or ultra-frontier lands, for fourteen years. 
The rent is 10/. per annum for a ‘ run ^ cajiable of carrying 4000 
sheep, or 640 head of cattle or horses. The runs are not open to 
purcliase during the lease, except by the lessee. On the expiration of 
a lease, it is competent for Government to put up all or any part of the 
land for sale, the lessee having the right of pre-emption at its fair 
value, which shall never be less than 1/. per acre. The assessment on 
stock is for horses, 1 for catth?, for sheep per head. . . . 
The English reader must imderstand that the lessees of crown lands, 
the squatters, are debarred by law^from cultivating any part of their 
runs, except for the consumption of their families and establishments. 
Immense tracts, therefore, must remain untenanted by tlie plough, 
and continue to be primevjil deserts.’ — Vol. i. p. 277-7t>. 

Although it seems difficult to understand why agriculture on a 
large scale should be thus prohibited, the advantages to the 
Australian colonics from the consequent extension of what our 
author calls Ithe pastoral interests,’ have been great. ‘The 
‘honour of originafuig the x\ustralian wool trade is due to Mr. 
‘John Macarthur,’ who, going to England about 180:3, displayed 
samples of wool grown by himself in New So\Uh Wales, to some 
brokers, and ‘ who, foreseeing the advantages to be derived from 
‘ so important a branch of commerce, obtained for him a s})ecial 
‘grant of land, and a number of assigned servants.’ Thus was 
laid the foundation of what bids fair to become the staple of the 
colony, the Australian wool trade. 

The English reader, accustomed to the limited farming of his 
native land, must feel astounded at the gigantic scale of the farm- 
ing establishments here, especially of the shcep-owmers. The pro- 
prietor of Coombing, — an elegant country scat, with a fine back- 
ground of hills, weeded to their summit, — Mr. Iccly, has an estate 
consisting of 50,000 acres, ‘with hundreds of thousands of acres 
‘ of pasture rented from the crown, 25,000 sheep, 3000 head of 
‘cattle, and some 300 horses;’ while ‘there are about 45 miles 
‘ of substantial three-railed fencing on the property !’ Tiiis im- 
mense establishment is, however, outdone by that of Mr. Clark, 
who was originally a butcher at Sydney. 
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‘In Van Diemen’s Land, he has already purchased 50,000 acres, 
part from the crown, and part from private perwsons. This season he 
informed, me he had sheared, in New Soutli Wales, 90,000, and in 
Van Diemen’s Land, 40,000 sheep, and had sent to England this year 
1500 bales of wool, which at 20/. a bale, gives 30,000/. .... In the 
shearing season he is compelled to collect at his head stations, about 
fifty or sixty i*oving, roaring, rowdy blades — wild hands wdien idle, 
but good at a ‘ clip.* On these occasions he takes care to be present 
himself.’ — Vol. iii. p. 262-64. 

The fine quality of the Australian wool may be judged from 
the statement, that Mr. Clark had sent home ‘ a fieece weighing 
‘ 27 lbs., the growth of as many months, from one sheep, the staple 
‘of which was 21 inches long.* The i^oprietor of ‘Salisbury 
Court,’ — haw English, indeed, how old English, is this name, — 
‘ a true grazier grandee of New South Wales,’ also employs about 
a liundred pair of hands, ])ays in wages and rations not less than 
3000/., and \vas in 1851 assessed for 90,000 sheep. Although, as 
may be fairly supposed, there are not many Australian settlers 
possessing such more than patriarchal wealth in flocks and herds, 
still, the general amount of sheep at the ‘stations,’ as they arc 
called, judging from advertisements, seem to range from 6000 to 
15,000. ‘ ilenting the sheep, with or without the pastures, is 

‘growing into a common practice, especially in this colony, Vic- 
‘ toria. I’iie lessee j»ays so much per annum for 1000 sheep (50/. 
‘ to 80/. say). He gets the wool, and the increase of the flocks ; 
‘ and, at the termination of the lease, he delivers back the station 
‘ with the stock, e<iiial in condition, age, and numt^ers.’ At pre- 
sent the price of a good shcep-station, wictl the stock upon it, 
including the run, and the premises, appears to be about 10*“. 
a-head. Sheep, however, have been sold as low as D*. 6fi?. a head, 
but Colonel Mundy considers the standard minimum value now 
to be 4.^. or 5s. It is in this district that sheep-farming appears 
to be carried on with the greatest success. The natives are rarely 
troublesome ; indeed, in sonic cases they have been employed as 
shepherds for four or live years past, and at one station have 
had cliarge of 6000 sheep. ‘ The native dog has been nearly 
‘ extirpated by the liberal use of strychnine, and instead of the 
‘ old practice of yarding the sheep at night, they are now 
‘ encamped round the hut of the stockman. A grand saving in 
‘ wages is thus made ; for one man, or an old couple, can take 
‘ charge of one or two thousand sheep.* In another portion of 
his work, Colonel Mundy tells us that the habit of engaging 
married couples for ‘ the bush,* as shepherds, or herd-keepers, is 
growing rapidly into use, for even children are found of service 
in carrying rations to the men in charge of the flocks. The 
wages in 1851 were high; 15/. to 25/. for shepherds, stockmen^ 
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and dmymen, while watchmen and hut-keepers, — offices which 
might well be filled by men too old for severe labour,— 
obtained 15/. per annum. The usual ration is, 10 lbs. meat, 
10 lbs. bread, ^Ib. tea, and Jib. sugar, per week. Daring the 
busy season a handsome addition is made to tlieir wages; lodjj- 
ing is always gratis, and where milk is plentiful a supply is 
furnished to them. 

The shepherds of Australia, it may well be supposed, are not 
‘ Arcadian’ either in their tastes or habits. * The shepherds tend 
‘ their flocks to their pastures by day, and bring them home at 
‘ night. The hut-kcc})er cooks for the men, receives the sheep at 
‘ night, and is answerable for them until the next morning.’ The 
shepherd, after he has led out his fleecy charge, sits lazily enough 
in the shade, not of a 'spreading beech,’ but of a gum-tree, 
enjoying his pipe, — that is, if he be able to obtain its unclassical 
concomitant of tobacco, — but more generally amusing himself 
with playing on the Jew’s harp or accordion. The sale, indeed, 
of both these substitutes for music. Colonel Mundy tells us, is 
immense — 'five hundred accordions, and fifty gross of Jew’s 
' harps, l)cing considered small investments by one vessel. A 
' shepherd has been known to walk tw'o hundred miles from a 

* distant station of the interior to purchase one of them at the 

* nearest township.’ This ' piping’ life of the she])hcrd is, how- 
ever, contemned by the cattle-keeper, who, m()\nitcd on a sj)irited 
horse, rides for many miles through the bush for the purpose of 
collecting the herds. This employment, which has somewhat of 
the excitemeijt of the chase, is a very favourite one, not only 
with the men, but iTctually with their masters. 

* You know the stockman by his chin -strapped, cahbage-tree hat, 
his bearded and embrowned visage, his keen, quiet eye. The symbol 
of his peculiar trade is the sheep-whip — a thick but tapering thong 
of twelve or fourteen feet, weighing, perhaps, a couple of pounds, 
affixed to a handle of a foot and a half at most. At the end of this ciniel 
lash is a * cracker,’ generally made of a twisted piece of silk iiandker- 
chief. The wilderness echoes for miles with the cracks of this terrible 
scourge, which are fully as loud as the report of a gun. ... 1 have 
seen a pewter guart pot all but cut in two by one flank of the sheep- 
whip.* — Vol. i. p. 315. 

Much attention is paid to cattle, and also to horses, many of 
which are sent to India, and bring a good price. As there is in 
Australia ‘no artificial, or stored-up food for winter, or bad 
seasons, as in Europe,’ and as drought often tries the settler, 
there are now ‘ boiiing-down establishments’ in most of the pas- 
toral districts, where sheep, and sometimes even cattle, are 
killed, and the head and fleshy portions being thrown away, the 
remainder is chopped in pieces and thrown into large iron vats. 
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capable of containing from sixteen to twenty-four oxen, or three 
times the amount of sheep. In these the fat is boiled out, 
skimmed off into buckets, and poured thence into casks, which are 
shipped for England. In 1850 no less than 743,000 sheep and 
45,000 cattle were thus sacrificed, producing 160,000 cwt. of 
tallow. Alas! that animal food, so great a luxury to thousands 
of our countrymen, should have been thus comparatively wasted! 
We may mention, ere passing on, that in South Australia, olive 
oil is beginning to form an article of trade, and that very suc- 
cessful attempts at cultivating the vine have been made in various 
parts ; indeed, there seems little doubt but that in a few years 
Australia, together with her other produce, will supply us with a 
very excellent dinner-wine. 

!rerhaps the most striking proof of the importance of the 
Australian wool-trade, as well as of the growing prosperity of the 
colony, will bo found in the following statistical notes taken 
from the Report of the ^ Colonial Land and Emigration Com- 
missions for 1852.’ 

* In 1841 the value of the exports of wool amounted to 
517,537/. 

‘ In 1850 it amounted to 1,614,241/.’ 

Tallow was not exported until 1843, and then between 9000/. 
and 10,000/. worth was sent; but, in 1849, this export had risen 
to 249,932/., and in 1850 to 300,721. ^ 

‘ The whole number of sheep within the colony in 1849 was 
12,102,540. 

‘In 1850 the number amounted to 13,059,324.’ ^ 

Of this number seven millions belonged to Sydney district, and 
the remainder to Port Philip. 

The number of cattle in 1850 was, in Sydney, rather above 
1,500,000 ; in Port Philip not quite 400,000. From the same 
Report we extract the following, which affords a striking picture 
of the rapid increase of the colony both in population and in 
wealth. 

‘ In 1841: 

Population, 149,669 Exports, £1,023,397. 

In 1850: 

Population, 265,503 Exports, £2,399,580.’ 

Before quitting this part of our subject we may quote Colonel 
Mundy’s intelligent remarks respecting the prospects of the 
emigrant agriculturist, or sheep-owner. ‘ From all 1 have read 
^and observed, the mishaps of the majority of emigrants are 
‘ clearly traceable to the idleness, ignorance, or imprudence of 
‘ the sufferers. Let no one, therefore, embark heedlessly. The 
‘ bush, believe me, is no rose-bush, — or, if it be, it has its thorns, 
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* its cares, its fluctuations, its reverses ; still, with due care, the 

* majority may fairly expect, if not large fortunes, still a certain 

* competence/ 

Hitherto we have surveyed only the surface of this mighty 
continent, but Australia has treasures also hidden deep in the 
earth. It was not until 1843, that the mineral wealth of New 
South Wales was discovered. As in the case of the gold-mines, 
so in respect to the earlier found copper, no one suspected their 
existence, except a German geologist named Menge, who per- 
sisted that the hills of South Australia were metalliferous, but 
whose opinion was treated, not only with incredulity, but with 
ridicule. Accident at length verified the geologist s assertion. 
In 1842, the youngest son of CaptainBagot, whilst gathering wild 
flowers, discovered some pieces of grey slate, strongly tinged with 
the green carbonate of copper, and attracted probably by the 
brilliancy of its colour, the boy brought one of the pieces home. 
Soon after, Mr. Dutton, a neighbouring resident and sheep- 
owner, having ascended a little hill, to obtain a view of one of 
his distant flocks, was struck with the beauty of what seemed to 
be a patch of bright green moss, just at his horse’s feet. He dis- 
mounted, but, on closer view, found that it was cop])cr-ore. 
Being on intimate terms with Captain Bagot, Mr. Dutlon com- 
municated his discovery, and then found that his friend’s son, t)n 
a spot hard by, had found a similar piece of ore. Mr, Dutton, 
— from w hose interesting work, Soti/Zi Auf^tnilia and its Mincs^ 
we have taken the foregoing account, — together with his friend, 
now applied to Government for the purchase of the land — no re- 
serves being madecn South Australia with regard to minerals^ 
and at the fixed price of IZ. per acre they purchased eighty, 
within which the precious ore was found. Some Cornish miners, 
who had fortunately just arrived, were hired, and the Kapunda 
mine opened, and its produce during only a part of the first year 
amounted to 252^ tons of fine copper, which were sold in Eng- 
land for 6225/. But other * out-croppings,’ though less exten- 
sive than on the original land, were soon after discovered hard 
by. A keen competition w^as therefore commenced, and a 
hundred acres, put up to auction by Govermnent, •were pur- 
chased, after a sharp contest on the part of Captain Bagot and 
our author, at the large price of 22 10/. In his table of the average 
produce of the various copper-mines in South America, and in Eng- 
land and Ireland, Mr. Dutton proves that those of South Australia 
hold the highest place. Since the date of Mr. Dutton’s work 
(1846) mining operations have been widely extended, the 
Burra- Burra mines now taking the lead ; and the importance of 
this new branch of commerce may be estimated, when we find 
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in the Report of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commis- 
sioners, that while from] the vicinity of the above-mentioned 
mines, 8676 cwt. of copper was shipped in 1849, in 1850 the 
shipments rose to 44,594. In addition to this, a small quantity 
of lead was also sent. 

But interesting and important as these statements might be, 
the gold discovery has thrown them wholly into the background, 
— indeed, with some people, the whole Australian continent seems 
to be considered as worthy of notice only on account of the precious 
metal which is drained from her rivers or dug from her mines. 
Although the district in which gold was first found has been long 
occupied by sheep-stations, dt by small settlers, and tlie gold-bear- 
ing earth has been actually tilled, and the gold-bearing stream 
used for domestic purposes, still the presence of gold was not dis- 
covered until about fifteen months since. The probability that 
some portion of the regions of New South Wales were auriferous, 
was, however, pointed out by the Rev. Mr. Clark, a resident, as 
early as 1841,* and, at the same time. Sir Roderic Murchison, in 
Europe, was led to the same conclusion, from a comparison of the 
gold-l)earing rocks of the Ural Mountains which he had explored 
with those of the Eastern Cordillera of Australia. In 1844 — we 
(juotc from his own note, appended to Colonel Mundy’s w'ork — 
‘ he published, in the fourteenth volume of the Journal of the 
^ Royal Geographical Society, a comparison between the two 
' mountain ranges, and in 1846 recommended the Cornish miners 
‘ who wanted employment to emigrate to New South Wales, and 

* there search for gold. In 1848, having received specimens of 
‘ gold from two colonists, he wrote to Earl Gre;^ referring to the 
‘ former comparison with the Ural mountains, but the minister 
‘ declined to interfere.’ After ‘ the accidental opening of the 
golden gravel in California,’ Sir Roderic publicly broached on 
various occasions the subject of the distribution of gold over the 
surface of the globe; his last and concluding views being put 
forth in the article, * Siberia and California,’ in the Quarterly 
Review, September, 1850. These views, however, as we have 
seen, attracted no notice, until, in the early part of last year, Mr. 
Hargreaves, a gentleman who had spent nearly two years in 
California, returned to New South Wales, and struck by the 

* The following remarks of Mr. Clark, in a letter addressed to the Sydney 
Morning Herald^ 24th May, 1851, are very carious and important: — ‘If we look at 

* the globe, wc shall find that in the longitude of about 149° or 150° east, extends 

* the middle of the meridian chain of Australia, parallel by similar chains, having 
‘similar axes, in South and in West Australia. Exactly ninety degrees from this 

* main Australian chain, occurs the auriferous Ural in 60° east ; and exactly ninety 
‘ degrees from the same chain occurs the north and south auriferous mountains of 

* California, in 120° west. The fourth quadrantal meridiau falls along the Atlantic 

* between Brazil and Africa, both auriferous regions.’ 
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similarity of its geolofijical formation and external characteristics, 
he determined carefully to examine into it. ‘ After riding about 
‘ three hundred miles, so as to intersect the country at numerous 

* points, and spending two or three months in the prosecution of 

* his object, he discovered gold, and established a company of 

* working miners, at a point of the Summer-hill Creek,’ a spot 
now known far and wide by its appropriate name, Ophir. 

The general character and appearance of the gold district is 
well described by Mr. Shilling in his lecture, and from it the 
following extract is taken : — 

‘ The Australian cordillera run in a^line with the coast, and at an 
average distance of less tlian one hundred miles from the shore. Gold 
has been found on both sides of these cordilleras, and chiefly in the 
smaller streams, and bends of the rivers; but the basin of the Murray 
may be said to form the Australian gold field. . . . The very outline 
of these hills and mountains, almost without exception rounded, would 
make it probable that their surface irregularities have been caused by 
detritus, so as to give this peculiar characteristic to the scenery. 
Imagine a number of enormous hay-cocks, from 500 to 1500 feet 
high, packed as close together as impenetrable substances of such a 
shape could he crammed, their steep slopes, covered to the summit 
with the thin evergreen — or, rather, ever-hrowm, bush ot‘ Australia, 
and you will have a very fair idea of the general appearance of the 
gold districts. . . . The locality named Ophir, by Mr. Hargreaves, is 
a deep ravine through which flows the Summer-hill Creek from the 
lofty Canollus, between 4000 and 5000 feet high, on one side it is 
bounded by ix>cks of quartz, and schist, in some places almost per- 
peudicular.’< 

Colonel Mundy, whose sketches give additional interest to his 
w’ork, has aiforded us a very picturesque view of Summer-hill 
Creek, and also of the Ophir mines. The next spot where gold 
was discovered was on the Turon River, from whence it was stated 
that small portions had been taken years before ; indeed Colonel 
Mundy tells us that so far back as 1823, a convict of an ironed 
gang, working on the roads near Bathurst, was flogged for having 
in his possession a lump of rough gold, which the officer naturally 
enough imagined must have been the product of watches or 
trinkets, stolen and melted down. Sofala is the name given to 
this station ; it is situated in the valley that forms the bed of 
that Pactolus of Australia, the Turon. These ‘diggings,’ Colonel 
Mundy also visited. 

* As we topped the last of a series of small hills, which I thought 
interminable, my companion suddenly said, ‘ Stop, and listen.’ 1 
palled up my horse, and heard, as I imagined, the rushing of a mighty 
cataract. ‘ It is the cradles,’ said he. And so it was, — the grating 
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of the gravel or rubble, on the metal sifter of five hundred rockers! 
I shall not easily forget the impression made on me by this singular 
acousti<5 efiect. Looking down into that wild mountain glen, it was 
almost incredible that this ceaseless crash could be produced by human 
beings, not one of whom was visible. Presently, as we descended upon 
the creek, temts, huts, and every other kind of temporary tabernacle 
were descried dotting the slopes and levels. . . . The camps are never 
entirely deserted, for one of every company remains at the hut, cook- 
ing, washing, and keeping guard in the absence of his mates. I saw 
no women, except a few ‘ gins ’ (native blacks), at the mines, — ^this is 
one of the most odious peculiarities of the gold-digging population.’ — 
Our Antipodes, vol. iii. p. 373. 

Near the Wallabi Rocks, the scene is very beautiful. 

* As I despairejJ of preserving the shadow of an impression of it by 
effect of p(‘.ncil, so do I feel my pen equally powerless; for a first-rate 
colourist, who had pjissed a life in the close study of nature, could 
have produced but a faint image of the swelling sea of mountain- 
forest lying before and below us: hill beyond hill, as far as sight could 
range, — and tlie devious course of the invisible Turon, distinctly 
traced by a motionless wreatli of smoke from the bivouacs, sleeping 
on tlic mists of the river, and carrying the eye of the spectator along 
until it rested on the face of the Wallabi rocks, just illumined by the 
morning sun, which threw over it a veil of golden gauze. The land- 
scape was truly lovely, — an epithet rarely to be applied to gold- 
mining regions.’ — vol. iii. p. 384. 

But amid the new excitement and general good fortune, at 
that early period — August, 1851, of the gold diggers. Colonel 
Miindy bears testimony to the injurious influence of this dream, 
lie found no merriment among them, no cheerfulness. 

‘I foun<l it no easy task to get into conversation with them* 
he says. ‘ Some appeared sullen from disappointment; few communi- 
cative on the subject of their gains, and all imbued with the spirit of 
independence and equality natural in a community where all were living 
and labouring on the same terms. The miners, I obscjrved, looked 
liaggard and weather- w’orn about the face; but I fancy this jaded look 
proceeded rather from intense mental excitement, than from bodily 
hardship. More than one started when I asked them if they did not 
dream of gold at night; and admitted, with apparent shame, that not 
only did gold form the main subject of many a troubled night-mare, 
but that, in spite of excessive fatigue, involuntary thoughts on the 
same theme robbed them of the rest absolutely necessary to recruit 
their strength for the morrow’s labour.’ — vol. iii. p. 352. 

At the time when Colonel Mundy left, the gold mines in 
Victoria bad not been discovered. Mr. Shilling only describes 
them from report ; but from his statement it ap^ars that these 
mines are richer than the earlier found ones. Buningong was 
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the first discovered : it is about forty miles from Gcelonfr, and 
is on the edge of an open forest, in the midst of a beautiful agri- 
cultural country. Mount Alexander is more north, and there as 
is the case in New South Wales, it seems that the richest yield of 
gold is obtained from a stratum of blue clay, found at a depth of 
from two to nine feet. It is difficult, perhaps impossible, ac- 
curately to ascertain the amount ol’ gold obtained from the 
Australian mines. The account up to December last, according 
to the Report of the * Colonial Land and Emigration Commis- 
sioners,’ gives 464,668/. lo-v. as the value of the gold shipped 
from Sydney to England, whild the rough estimate of gold raised 
in Victoria between August 1st and December 6th, 1851, is thus 


given : — 

In Banks in Melbourne .... hO.OOO ozs. 

Shipped 1.734 

In Bank in Geelong 30,000 

On the ground, or in merchants* and 

private hands 60,000 


Total .... 211,734 ozs. 


This, at 3/. per oz., is £635,202 

When wc contemplate statements like the foregoing, wo arc 
less dis])osed to be astonished at, however wc may lament, the 
extravagant dreams, which these unexpected gold discoveries 
have led so many to indulge in. Above a million of money 
value, seUit from Australia in less than half a year, and all in 
the form of gotti, — bright, precious gold. No wonder that the 
eager, the excitable, all those who M'^ould ‘ make haste to be 
rich,’ should be ready to bid farewell to friends and country, and 
set off for this new El Dorado. But be it remembered that 
the Australian wool-trade alone, amid the dearth of labonrcrs, 
yielded in 1850, a result of a million and a half, and that the 
wool and tallow together, amounted to more than two million ! 

As to the profits of gold-digging to the mijiers themselves, 
this seems to be a question involved in great difficulties. Colonel 
Mundy, who visited them during the first excitement, and who 
takes a more favourable view than Mr. Shilling, bears testimony 
to the exaggerated stories even then current. I'lie many mar- 
vellous talcs of the earnings of the miners which found their way 
into the papers, were, be remarks, unfounded ; and their effect 
was to unsettle the minds of credulous hearers and readers, who, 
believing that Aladdin’s lamp was only waiting for them to rub it, 
gave up steady employment for gold hunting, and thereby too 
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often abandoned solid substance for a vain shadow. It is im- 
j)ossible to form a correct idea of the earnings at Ophir. ‘ Ten 
shillings a day was pretty generally named as the average,* but 
this he considers too low. But what is 3/. per week, as the 
remuneration for the wear and tear, bodily and mental, of gold 
digging? That great bodily labour is demanded — ^great, we 
mean, to the middle and higher classes, and those unaccustomed 
to active employment, we have the testimony of Mr. Shilling, 
a practical man, who expressly states, that although ‘ nothing 
‘ perhaps to navvies, and strong men, it is insurmountable by the 
‘ sedentary and weak/ His estirhatc of the average remunera- 
tion is lower than Colonel Aftindy’s, although ‘ we can only sur- 
‘ niise their gains from the accounts of the diggers themselves. 

‘ IMow there have been numerous failures at all the diggings, — 
‘ even at Mount Alexander. The average earnings of the first 
‘ 400 at Ophir, appear to have been about 10.?. a day, but their 
‘ success was most unequal. Mr. Torbes gives it as his opinion 
‘ that where one gets 20/. or 30/., fifty earn 10*’. a day, and 
‘ forty-nine scarcely their rations. Later still, a newspaper cor- 
‘ res})oiKlcnt estimates the average earnings at 2/. j)cr week, and 
‘ says no one would set it above 3/. ; few rated the average 
‘ earnings at the Tiiron above 1/. a w’cek.* In other parts, scores 
were not earning even their rations. At Mount Alexander, some 
estimate it to liave been atone time as high as 3/. a day per man, 
but the (h)mmissioucr, at the same time puls it at from 15 a*. to 
305. Indeed, as 31r. Shilling truly remarks, — 

“ Isolated facts, accounts of individual success, create undtie impres- 
sions; people are aj)t to forget the oblivion that attends failure, in 
rca<ling the glowing n<;counts of one suddenly enriched Com- 

paring all the aecounts, it seem.s probable, that at a time when the 
mail and weekly escort were bringing down between 5000 and 6000 
ounces weekly, the number engaged in mining operations approached 
at least 25,000.”’ 

Now, let us take the weekly supply of gold at its maximum of 
GOOO ounces, and the miners at only 24,000, and we shall divide 
but a (piarter of an ounce of gold weekly among them, — that is 
rather more than 16.?., allowing for the highest price which has 
been given for gold at Sydney, 3/. 5.?. 3d ., — for six days hard 
labour, wliere the cost of mere living, — that is, broiled mutton, 
damper, and tea, is at least 155. a week. We have therefore 
little doubt that these gold diggings after all are veritable lot- 
teries ; a few enormous prizes, like the 30,000/. so temptingly 
disj)layed in large capitals at the head of the old lottery bills, 
and represented in this case by Dr. Kerr’s enormous ‘ Hundred 
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Weight,’ and the more apocryphal ‘ Nugget,* said to have 
weighed 1300 ounces — set over against the thousand losers, 
concerning whose unfortunate reverses nobody ever heard. 

We may remark here, that — 

* As by far the largest supply of gold has been procured from the 
banks and beds of rivers flowing through accumulated masses of debris, 
either torn from the mountain side by some convulsion of nature, or 
brought down by the floods of past ages, even although a hundred 
weight has been found in the matrix, at one spot, it would be assum- 
ing more than we have any foundation for doing, to say that gold may 
be found anywhere, concentrated in large quantities, since every cir- 
cumstance rather tends to prove that it lias existed but rarely in 
masses, or at any rate, that these have been so broken uj) in the 
course of ages, and disseminated amongst the debris^o£ the mountains, 
that it is now almost hopeless to search for matrix gold.’* 

And thus wx find that no second huge masses of gold have been 
found ; but even the most sanguine advocates of gold cligging 
are compelled to content themselves with reports of the dis- 
covery of far smaller pieces, or a plentiful yield of gold dust. 

Mr. Shilling gives numerous instances of the great uncer- 
tainty of success. The best ‘ claim’ on the T uron, sold for 900/., 
and the purchaser, during two days’ trial, got KiO/. towards the 
purchase-money. Anotlier ‘claim’ sold for 700/., but allliough 
seven pounds wxre found one day, and eight pounds the next, 
it did not eventually repay the buyer. AVhile one party of 
miners gained 1500/. in Jess than five weeks, many otlicrs 
obtained, scarcely a bare subsistence; and yet, he says, ‘to see 
‘ them toiling ftt their miserable task, delving away like madmen, 
‘ carrying huge bags of soil to be washed, you would fancy — such 
‘ was the infiituation even of the wretched losers — that they wxre 

* making their fortunes, and almost breaking their necks to make 

* it soon.’ Mr. Shilling’s final opinion indeed is, ‘ that it is very 
‘ questionable whether the gross yield of the mines lias as yet 
‘ equalled the expense incunxd in consequence of their dis- 
‘ covery an opinion w^hich wx are wxdl aware wdll be keenly 
controvert ed by some, but which has certainly strong statistical 
arguments to support it. 

Among our contemporaries, this ‘ dream of gold’ has aw'akencd 
many speculations; while the daily press teems with theories 
and suggestions as 'to what is to be done with the mass of sur- 
plus goltl, which will ere long, as they believe, flow in upon us. 
Tlie Daily News, in a leader, gome time since, suggested the great 
impulse which would be given to ‘ art manufacture,’ if ornaments 
of ‘precious glittering gold’ should find a place in our draw’ing- 

* Vide Mr. Shilling’s Lecture. 
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rooms, instead of alabaster vases, and ormolu clocks and cande- 
labra. There is, however, little probability of this wholesale 
employment of gold ; but should its supply greatly increase, we 
think it would scarcely be unlikely that silver might take its 
place as the most valuable. While gold has been discovered in 
so many new regions, the supjdy of silver has scarcely increased 
beyond the regular demand, and we can imagine many stranger 
things than that the second precious metal might eventually be- 
come the first. Among some of the nations of antiquity a 
species of fine brass was, we know, more highly prized for 
ornaments than gold itself; and the almost priceless value of 
the Corinthian metal is familial’ to every reader. Now, let silver 
become scarce in proportion as gold becomes plentiful, and the 
personal ornaiAents and the more costly plate will be made of 
the paler metal. When last year we contemplated that gorgeous 
and beautiful display of ^ vessels of gold and silver^ in the Great 
Exhibition, we were forcibly struck with the actual superiority 
in delicate beauty, of the silver plate. The chaste richness of 
the polished surface contnisting with, and throwing out the 
delicate pearly whiteness of the frosted portions ; and the pure 
* no colour,’ of the dead silver, so admirably adapted to give 
effect to the minutest touches, impressed us most forcibly, as we 
believe it did more competent judges, wdth the great superiority 
of silver. 

These remarks, how’cver, are but in parenthesis, — for the 
probability of this excessive supply of gold is, indeed, a very re- 
mote contingency. Ncitlier the produce of the JJ^iliforfiian mines 
nor of the Australian have, up to the present time, much lowered 
the price of gold ; and even should they continue to yield their 
precioiLs stores in an abundance sufficient to meet the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine, we must bear in mind that gold has 
attractions for every nation, and that from the east, and west, and 
farthest nortli, thousands w'ill press to the gold fields. The latest 
news from California has told us, that a continual stream of 
population was setting in from China towards that region of gold ; 
and advices from Sydney inform us how the American diggers 
from California are entering her port by hundreds, doubtless 
soon to be followed by the Chinese, who, timid and plodding as 
they appear, possess great perseverance and industry ; and, as 
we are informed both by Dr. Bowring, and Mr, White, — who as 
the agent for free labour in the West Indies, had ample oppor- 
tunities for forming his opinion — possess also a spirit of com- 
bination, which, under certain conditions, render them even 
formidable. 

To determine what is to be the effect upon prices of a con- 
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siderable addition to the stock of precious metals now existing 
in the world, is matter of extreme difficulty. In this case, the 
lights of the past are dim, obscure, and deceptive. We know, 
indeed, in the gross, that the discovery and opening out of the 
gold and silver mines of Mexico and Peru, during the early part 
of the sixteenth century, did at length, after a series of years, 
greatly lower the value of these metals, and caused a slow and 
gradual rise of prices, which hardly ceased even in the eighteenth ; 
but how much was actually due to the additional coin in circula- 
tion, and how much to other economic causes, it is hard to say. 
To fix, with anything like certainty, the value of the money of 
Henry VII. and Henry VIII. seems impossible. It is well 
known that the coinage was then debased to a considerable 
extent; but there exist no means for ascertairiing, with any 
certainty, whether the debased coin passed generally at its 
nominal or its real value, or at some rate between a nominal and 
areal value. If we take as a criterion the rental of the kingdom, 
as ascertained about that time, we must lean to the conclusion 
that a rise in prices had taken place in consequence of the 
debasement of the current money, of which the subsequent rise 
caused by the real depreciation of the precious metals themselves 
towards the end of Henry’s reign, was onl}" a sort of continuation. 
Taking, however, the value of money in the fifteenth centurv at 
as high a rate as can by possibility be admitted, it is still clear 
that the depreciated value of money at the ]>rcscnt day cannot 
be attributed solely to any addition, made since, to the stock 
of gold aiitJ siKjer existing in the world. To account for it, we 
must refer to the various modes of economising the use of coin, 
which have been invented during the interval, — to the use of 
bills of exchange, bank notes, goldsmiths’ recei])ts, government 
securities, and cheques upon banks, — by all of which the uses 
of metallic coins have been much narrowed, and their value 
depreciated. 

It has been estimated, by persons who have taken pains to put 
together such vague evidence as exists with regard to this point, 
that the stock of gold and silver now existing in the world in 
the shape of money is about 400,000,000^. sterling, of which 
more than half is silver. This is probably under the mark. 
There seems reason to believe, that the money, as well as the 
population of China and its dependencies, where a silver currency 
has existed from time immemorial, is underrated, whilst that of 
Europe and other portions of the Asiatic continent is not over- 
rated. Hence, to produce any sensible efi'ect upon this mass, 
the addition in the shape of actual coin must be very great; and 
if this addition be of gold coin, there exist causes to neutralise 
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that effect In calculating the effect of an addition to the stock 
of gold in circulation, we must always consider that, save and 
except in England, niher is the practical standard. Hence, in 
those countries where paper money is little used, and sound 
principles of currency have prevailed, gold bears a premium., or 
agio. Persons who want it in preference to silver, are obliged 
to pay this premium in order to obtain it. Thus, therefore, the 
first effect of an addition to the gold money of the world will 
only be to destroy this agio. The next effect will be, to alter 
the relative value of silver and gold, and send the former out of 
circulation, by making it pass (as money) for less than it is worth, 
as compared with the gold coins. Neither of these phenomena 
have, however, yet occurred; although the agio has been, we 
believe, affected somewhat. 

It has been usual with persons who are inclined to speculate 
sanguinely and rashly upon the probable effeets of the additions 
to our stock of gold now making in California and Australia, to 
assume some annual quantity as added, and then reason upon it 
as if thisi was all that the quesnon involved. This is very hasty 
logic, and is inadmissible by any person who calmly considers all 
the modern bearings of this curious question. In the first place, 
it must always be considered, that no sort of parallel can be 
drawn between the effect of the influx of gold and silver during 
the sixteenth century, and that of a similar influx now. At that 
time, coinage was used in effecting all payments, great and 
small. The modes of economising the use of money by means 
of bills, notes, and cheques for large transfers, weie unknown, 
lienee, as the gold and silver flowed in from* Spanish America, 
and was dispersed over Europe, it was immediately coined, with 
the exception of such portion as was applied to the arts and the 
purposes of luxury, in the shape of plate, gold and silver lace, 
chains, gilded ornaments, and other similar appliances. Nor 
must it be deemed that this, even at the commencement of the 
sixteenth century, was at all inconsiderable. Those conversant 
with the statutes of the Plantagenets and Tudors, (which cannot 
deceive us), know how widely spread the use of gold and silver 
lace was, at that time, in England, as well as of articles of plate, 
notwithstanding the great value of the precious metals up to that 
era. As the metals depreciated, this general appetite for plate 
increased, and went on until the civil wars, under the Stuarts, 
dislocated the whole ancient framework of civil society in Eng- 
land, relieved the landlords from their feudal burthens, and 
threw them upon industry, and gradually sapped the indepen- 
dence which, after the destruction of feudal villeinage, the in- 
dustrious classes of this country enjoyed. Of the existence of this 
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general ease and competence, there Ccinnot be any doubt. What 
says the old song ? an excellent, because a simple witness, — 

* We took not such delight, 

In cups of silver fine; 

None under strain of knight 
In plate drank beer and wine. 

Now^ each mechanical man, 

Hath a cupboard of plate for show, 

Which was a rare thing then, 

When this old cap was new.’ 

This quaint ballad was certainly written prior to 1660, pro- 
bably much sooner than that It is a true portrait of the mode of 
English life in this particular about fhat pcritxl. 

Thus, then, whatever additions may now be making to the 
quantities of the precious metals, as wc have intiriiatcd, we must 
always take into account that large portions will be consumed 
by the luxurious in all nations. Mr. Jacob and others who have 
gone into this question, have estimated the quantity of gold and 
silver employed in the service of luxury and the arts, in the 
shape of gold and silver plate, Watches, ornaments, mountings, 
and gilding, as being nearly equal to that employed as current 
money. Without putting too much stress on data so vague as 
those upon which these conclusions arc founded, it is 3 ’ct very 
certain that large deductions must bo made under this head; 
and these must increase should any considerable depreciation of 
the metals, in course of time, be brought about 

There are, in any event, however, sufficient reasons for con- 
cluding, that great delay must take place before the phenomena 
of depreciation Vcally become apparent and palpable. In the 
first place, it must be recollected that, at present, in various 
countries a large portion of the circulating medium consists of 
paper, for which, in case of an extraordinary supply, the precious 
metals must, in all probability, be gradually substituted. This 
is the case in England at this moment. The Austialiaa do- 
minions are saturated also with a base paper ciirrcncv, now 
almost destitute of credit. This is also the case with liussia, 
where the paper ruble, in point of value, bears the same propor- 
tion to the silver ruble that four shillings do to a sovereign. In the 
United States, there still exists a huge circulation of base pajKjr, 
always at an open discount, varying from day to day, the fluctua- 
tions of which have caused mischief unsj)cakable in that other- 
wise prosperous country ; and in Sweden, a depreciated paper 
currency has been pushed to an extent absolutely ludicrous. 
These monstrosities it is now probable lime may correct. In 
England and the United States, the paper currency in circulation 
exists merely for the profit of bankers, and not for the conveni- 
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ence of the public, which, in point of fact, it often exposes, in 
botli countries, to great clanger. When a mass of paper-money, 
convertible into gold or silver on demand, exists, depending alto- 
gether upon some inadequate reserves of coin and bullion in the 
vaults of a bank, great danger must, from the fluctuations of 
commerce, periodically ensue. This we saw exemplitied here as 
lately as in 1847 ; and in the United States, in 1836, scenes 
even of a worse description than those witnessed in England in 
1847 occurred. If, then, there is to exist, in cither of these 
countries, a government composed of men deserving the name of 
statesmen, we may anticipate coming ameliorations of these false 
and dangerous systems of fictitious currency. In the American 
States, the people are spontaneously bringing this about b\^ the 
substitution df’ a circulation of gold eagles in lieu of discredited 
paper. In England, where the management of the floating paper 
is infinitely better than in the North American Republic, the 
value of the paper circulation is fully maintained. But this 
circulation, being in exchangeable value at par with gold, per- 
forms no 1 unction for the public wdiich a metallic money would 
not accomplish equally well; whilst, on certain occasions, such 
as those of 1847, 1839, and 1825, it exposes the public to perils 
indescribable. 

Unless, therefore, it is to be a maxim with British states- 
men, that the private emoluments of bankers are to be pre- 
ferred to the public safety, the time appears to be approaching 
when a furihcr extension of the metallic basis of our national 
currency ought to be gradually brought about, by calling in 
and cancelling all bank notes for suras bel<T\’^ ten pounds, and 
putting a gold coinage in the place of these notes. To this no 
really wise banker ought to object. It might, in some degree, 
diminish that j)rofit which he derives from his fictitious circula- 
tion ; but, whilst it did this, it w'^ould remunerate him, by render- 
ing his operations in the aggregate much more secure. If we 
review the ruin inflicted upon all connected with banks by the 
monetary crashes of 1825-6, 1839, and 1847, we shall at once 
come to the conclusion, that had these catastrophes been miti- 
gated or prevented, as they would have been by the prior with- 
drawal of all notes for sums under ten pounds, their body would 
have been largely benefited. To suppose, as some have done, 
that such an alteration as this involves any infraction of rights, is 
perfectly preposterous. Men unquestionably have a right to 
exercise the calling of a banker, if they deem it their interest 
so to do. That is to say, capitalists have a right to make an 
interest of their monied capitals, by temporary loans on certain 
descriptions of floating security. But surely the right to lend 
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money does not include the right to lend a fictitious money, or 
to make a profit by substituting one sort of paper security for 
another sort This" sort of banking must be governed by publ^ 
convenience ; and if the public safety require its diminution, it 
may be diminished without the slightest infraction of individual 
rights. That, both in England and in the United American 
States, such a diminution would be a vast national benefit, does 
not, in our opinion, admit of a moment’s doubt. 

Quitting this portion of the question, there remains for consi- 
deration another obstacle to the production of any depreciating 
effect upon the currency of Europe to arise from the additions 
now making to the precious metals, add more especially from the 
influx of gold. All the habits of the classes now clealing in money 
in European countries,, (and to Europe the nletal^» mostly find 
their first way,) are opposed to this depreciation. It must 
always be borne in mind that, to depreciate a circulating me- 
dium, the fresh accessions of precious metal must first take the 
shape of coins, and be circulated from hand to hand, supported 
also by an increase of the smaller and meaner coins, i'hus to 
depreciate, for instance, the money of Great Britain, we should 
require a large addition of sovereigns in circulation, supported 
by an adequate and commensurate addition to the silver and 
copper coinage, and upon this might be founded an increase of 
paper securities. But the individual de^cr in money does not 
reason in this way. He looks only at immediate interest, imme- 
diate safety, and immediate convenience. lie is aware, too, if 
he understands the laws which govern the article in which he 
deals, that any depreciation of this, sort, brought about in one 
country, cannot possibly continue unless it also be brought 
about simultaneously in all the countries with which the first has 
any intercourse, direct or indirect. In short, he knows that a 
depreciation of money, by an addition of coined precious metal, 
must be slow and gradual, and extend everywhere. Hence 
dealers in money never contemplate this as individuals; nor 
does such a supposition influence their actions. If, for instance, 
a merchant importing gold bullion lodges it with the Bank of 
England as a part of his account with that establishment, the 
directors do not send it to the Mint to be coined, and with those 
coins pay any cheques which the merchant may draw upon them. 
This would not suit their purpose. They let the bullion lie in 
their vaults and pay the merchant’s cheques by means of their 
own notes, waiting some opportunity profitably to part with bul- 
lion so paid in. Hence that bullion is never coined. Jt, in due 
tjl&, passes into the hands of some other merchant who hte 
/ occasion to export it, and to obtain it he exchanges bills foi it. 
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paying the Bank the discount. Thus, therefore, although gold 
and silver bullion in the hands of bankers may help to foster 
certain speculations, and to render floating capital more plen- 
tiful, they do not tend in the least to depreciate the circulating 
money of the country. They are not coined and put into the 
hands of retail dealers in tlie last d^ce. But unless this be 
done, though they niay make floating capital more easy, no de- 
preciation of actual currency takes place ; the two things being 
as distinct as it is possible for any two things to be. 

Taking all these considerations into account, our general con- 
clusion is, that the immediate effects apprehended from such 
accessions to our stocks of glold and silver as are now taking place, 
are exaggerated, and by some very highly. These additions 
have now been going on -for some yearly and yet the eflect 
produced upon the money of the world is so minute as to be 
hardly appreciable. The obstacles which wc have described 
stand in the way of the depreciation apprehended ; and thus far 
they have prevented it. Our opinion is that these apprehen- 
sions may continue to exist for a -length of time, without being 
accompanied or followed by the consequences apprehended, it 
is probable that a large mass of the proceeds of California and 
Australia will, instead of being coined in Europe, find its waj 
to remote parts of the globe, to China, to India, and other semi- 
civilizcd Asiatic countries, and therp be used to administer to 
luxury rather than to* increase d^e circulating money of these 
countries. Some such conclusion as this was evidently arrived 
at, by the committee which was appointed by the Frqpch assembly 
to inquire into the causes of a tempora^ altfefation in the value 
of silver which then took place ; and their general view is pro- 
bably the correct one. Since the period of their * Assignats^ and 
* Mandats,^ and the enormous mischiefs caused by the fluctu- 
ations and discredit of these instruments, the French philoso- 
phers have keenly investigated all the phenomena of circulating 
money, and their conclusions as to all matters of this nature are 
generally tp be relied upon. 

Such is the view which our experience, as far as it has yet 
gone, seems to confirm ; and in that view we are inclined, for the 
present, to rest. # 

A more important point, however, than the gold, is the ques- 
tion — how shall a sumcient number of hands be obtained, and 
swiftly enough, for the exigencies of this most important colony? 
It may seem at first sight strange, that while the tide of emigra- 
tion has of late years been setting in so strongly toward the 
West, tile great advantages of Australia should have been com- 
paratively neglected. In 1850, only 15,938 persons having gone 
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thither. Even last year 21,532 was the whole amount of emi- 
grants to New South Wales, while British North America received 
42,605, and the United States 267,357. But the reason of 
this, as the Colonial Land Emigration Commissioners— from 
whose report die foregoing statement is taken— truly remark, is, 
the shortness and consequent cheapness of the voyage to America, 
the eitpense of transmission to Australia being six times as great. 
It has therefore been found necessary for the government to 
proffer large assistance to persons emigrating thither, and various 
benevolent persons have formed societies for the same praise- 
worthy purpose. Unfortunately, in too many instances a due 
selection of emigrants has not been nlhde, and the idle, the care- 
less, the unpersevering, have been sent to a land, where, although 
plenty awaits the industrious, the Sefiptural rule is 'most strongly 
enforced, ‘ If any will not work, neither should he eat.' * The 

* persons most out of employment here,* says the * Report of the 
Labour Office,Victoria,Jul 3 ^ 10, 1851,’ ‘are those whenever ought 

* to have come. Farming and mining are the staple employments, 
‘and these are not overdone; but care must be taken by philau- 
‘ thropic individuals, only to send such as can labour hard for their 
‘ livina. Bush work is no child’s play, and masters who have to 
‘ work hard for their own living desire that their workmen should 
‘ be able to endure hard work also. . Women, too, who know 
‘ nothing of house work, and the duties of a family, are very unfit 
‘ to be sent here.’ 

But although workers are emphatically required, there seems 
to be much ^vork which might ne done by men and women far 
advanced in ycafr# beyond the government standard. Sheep- 
keeping and sheep-£earing, might be undertaken by com- 
paratively aged men, if already accustomed to that species of 
employment ; while the easy duties of the hut-keeper, could be 
fulfilled by equally aged women ; and thus the more laborious 
pursuits of farming or of domestic life be left to the younger 
men and women. We are gratified to find that attention has 
been pointed to this feature of the Australian ‘ bush’ life ; for it 
will go far to encourage what seems to us a desideratum in 
colonization, especially bn a large scale— emigration. 
So emphatically is it the law of nat^e, that the human race 
should be classed in families, we cannot but trace the failure 
of many an otherwi^ well-conducted scheme to the neglect 
of this great rule. Surely while the bold heart and the sprong 
arm of youth arc req^uisite, the cooler judgmept, the lengthened 
experience of mature years are not without their value ; while 
wiu how much more cheerfulness will the severer laboum of the 
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colonist be undertaken, when he feels that alihongh far distant 
from his native land, his family, — wife, children, father, mother, 
brethren, arc still around him. It is on this account that Mrs. 
Chisholm’s plan of family colonization is so deserving of ap* 
proval ; and its superior advantages seem to have induced the 
conductors of that large scheme of cipjgration from the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland, to adoj^f a similar plan. Indeed, 
as Colonel Phipps truly remarks in ^his letter to Sir C. Tre- 
velyan, ‘ it really seems that what are usually considered the pro- 

* hibitory clogs to emigration, the old and the very young, would 

* now be most useful as forming anchors, by which a family would 

* be held to a rural hom^ with plenty of space and plenty of 

* food.’ 

Mean whiles emigration to the antipode^ is increasing. During 
the first quarter of the present year 7085 took their passage to 
Australia, while in April 4173 followed; and wc doubt not 
when the reports of the two succeeding mouths appear, we shall 
find that a still larger number have sailed. But while thousands 
are thus quitting our shores, what have we as Congregationalists 
beeu doing for the hundreds of our own people who have left, 
or are about to leave us? The church of England is active, 
openly active ; the church of Rome is, alas I most pereeveringly 
and insidiously active;: but have we, whose fathers sent the 
Mayflower across the then almost unknown Atlantic, with her 
precious freight of bold, true-hearted Christian men, — have we 
chartered a single vessel in which brethren bound to a far more 
distant coast could And congenial society, and* join together 
from Sabbath to iSabbath in their old acoustomfld worship? 
Surely somewhat ought to ba done; surely those principles 
which our fathers bequeathed to their children as a go^ly 
heritage, are worthy transmission to this yet more newly found 
world ; surely, looking with blameless exultation on those noble 
states founded by our pilgrim fathers two hundred and thirty 
years ago, wc ought to arouse ourselves to the work now, and 
send forth our brethren with aid, and counsels, and heartiest 
prayer^ to found, perchance, another New England on the 
shores of the far Facifle. 

We had ^tten thus far* when we saw in the Times of July 7, 
the most recent reports relative to the gold discoveries, contained 
in the despatches sent by Mr. Latrobc, Lieutenant- Qoverhor of 
Victoria. From these it appears that the diggings are still very 
productive, and ‘the gold fever,’ as might be expected, more 
violent than ever. * The total amount of gold shipped for England 
down to the 8th of Januaiy last, was 362,975 ounces and Mr. 
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Latrobe declares, that he ‘can contemplate no limits to the dis- * 
coyeries.** This may appear a very attractive prospect; but 
‘what shall we say to the almost utter disorganization of society 
which has been its purchase-price? ‘ Cl6rksi public seivants, 
gaolers, constables, resigning their situations ;’ the post-master 
apprehending a total iiitcrruption of his important' functions ; 

^ the superintendent of t&e penal stockade/ announcing the re- 
signation of his constabulary; even the surgeon of the lunatic 
asylum, ‘ more needed how than ever/ is his emphatic remark, 
fearing lest the attendants would throw up their situations ; and, 

' theahwhilc, rent advancing 50 per cent., clothes, and articles of 
domestic use 100 per cent., meat Selling at four times the usual 
price, and bread risen from 5d. to Is, Sd, the loaf I Truly the 

* curse of gold* is beginning to work* Would that ^he thousands 
now pouring in upon these shores may take the lesson so vividly 
placed before their eyes, and labour for the slower but certain 
gains of pasturage, agriculture, or traffic, rather than the preca- 
rious, the lottery-like rewards of the ‘ gold diggings.* 

A strangely fascinating power has this dream of gold. All 
ages have testified to its resistless influence ; and all ages, .too, 
have borne witness to the delusive nature of its rewards. But 
again and again must the lesson be taught, and yet again and 
again will successive generations; at the risk of life itself, seek 
for what is, after all, not wealth itself, but its mere arbitrary 
representative. What is so unproductive as gold? From the 
period it is dug from the mine, or drained from the river-bed, it 
undeigoes, unlike the inferior metals, a constant process of de- 
terioration. ^Lookiat lead and tin, — manufactured in countless 
ways, their value is wonderfully increased ; look at iron, — ^iron, 
the cheapest of metals ! and yet who shall calculate its eventual 
value? Iron supplies the road along which our merchandise 
must travel, the vessels that bring our colonial produce to our 
shores, and the engines, and the looms, and the diousand forms 
of ingenious machineiy which turn the raw material, worth the 
firaction of a farthing a pound, into fabrics worth many guineas ; 
nay, the metal itself, wrought into steel, becomes literally 

* worth its weight in gold;’ while ‘the precious metal’ passes 

* This, it maj perhaps be suggested, remains to be proved. Cerjtain is it that 
^Id mines have .nerer hitherto been found equally productive 'with those of the 
inferior metals. Throughout Europe there are copper and iron mines that have 
been worked for centuries, and still yield well Cornwall, more than two 
thousand years ago, was visited by the Phcsnicians for lead and tin, and lead and 
tin are still found there. . But what has become of the gold mines of antiquity? — 
of ^e middle ages? Even those discovered in America, how greatly diminished 
is their yieliL At this moment, whatkneient gold mine is there still being worked? 

V . Thei efaii^ supply of gold for Europe is now actually drawn from the mines in the 
tnoantains, .undiscovered twenty years ago. ■ , ■' ‘V X 'r-' 
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^ from hand to hand, losing its brightness, diminishing in weight, 
the mere symbol of that productive labour which is wealth in 
reality. 

And thus it is that the united testimony of history and trav^ 
proves;; that an abundance of the precious metals is quite com- 
patible with great national destitution. The half-clad, nieanly 
fed Biiidoo, wears bracelets and b&gles; and half-starved 
w'omen, toiling in ill-cultivated fields, look gay with their gold 
earrings and nose-jewels. In Bombay' alone, we have been 
'told, on good authority, that the gold and silver ornaments 
worn by the natives there are most probably worth five million 
pounds I And yet, save among a few enterprising Parsees, where 
is the native w'ealth ? Thus, our fathers came to talk of India as a 
land of untold wealth ; and so it was, but not to the inhabitants, 
wearers indeed of costly jewellery, but living on a pittance of rice, 
and earning three farthings a day, but to the enterprising European, 
who repaired to the land where gold, and gems, and labour were 
alike cheap; and bringing back the produce of that land to 
Europe, where gold, and gems, and labour were far dearer, pro- 
fited. by the exchange. 

Thus, if we look at the history of the world, we shall find that 
the gold producing countries have never been the wealthiest or 
the mightiest. Tyre, that ^ queen among the nations,’ did not own 
the mines of Ophir, she only bartered her manufactures fur their 
produce; imperial Route conquered gold regions indeed, but 
never obtained wealth by gold finding. And then, approaching 
modern times, how emphatic is the example of Spain. During 
the earlier period of the middle ages, the Christian kingdoms of 
Spain held high standing among the nations of Europe. Castile, 
Leon, Arragon, more wealthy, .more civilized ; far in advance of 
their northern neighbours were they, and they possessed, too; 
proud political rights. But the discovery of Peru completed what 
the expulsion of the Moors had only begun ; and, before the close 
of the sixteenth century, Spain found, in her declining prosperity, 
her lowered political standing, her actual poverty, ‘the curse of 
gold.’ And the people that confronted Spain so boldly, and 
became so powerful, so wealthy, what was their land? mere 
wastes, actually reclaimed from the sea, yielding nought save 
to the mb^ careful cultivation; and yet Holland, during the 
sevente^th century, stood proudly among the nations, wealthier, 
far we^tliiCt.than Spain with her ffold>mines, wealthy through 
agriciilturc and commerce alone. We might point to Engknd, 
too ;* wfealtiby . her manufactures, her cammerce, her iron 
mihesyfar niore valuable than gold; to America;: rising, steady 
in prosperity, long before California and its(; i^^ dreani were 
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heard of,— indeed, the history of every prosperous community 
bears witness to the fact, remarked by a late writer in this Review, 
(No. XXIX. p. 109), ^ that the acquiring the material means of 
^ enjoyment without vigorous exertion, seems contrary to the 
* economical laws of the iiniverse.’ Indeed, persevering labour, 
whether in the field, th| factory, or the . counting-house, is the 
only legitimate road to wealth. 

Would that the multitudes that are each day pressing toward 
our ports might be wirned in time, and awaken from that de- 
lusive dream of 'gold, gold, nothing but gold,* and turn their 
attention rather to the boundless capabilities of the land of th^ir 
adoption ; — to the soil, that will yield them ' thirty, sixty, and a 
hundred fold to the docks, whose increase has been, and will 
yet be, almost incalculable.; to the trade which the wool, 
and the various agricultural produce will ere long open up to 
them — to all those rich and varied resources of a land which, in 
the emphatic language of Scripture, has been truly described as 
' a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and 
' pomegranates ; a land of oliye oil and honey ; a land where 
' thou shalt eat bread without scarceness. Thou shalt not lack 
' anything in it.’ 
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AFFAIRS. 

As we go to pi;^ss the Elections show that there will be a gain to the 
Earl of Derby. But the gain will be smaU, even in appearance; and 
wdll prove treacherous when scrutinised/ * Ministerialists and Protec- 
tionists are not just now words of the same meaning. His lordship 
cannot hope to retain odice, except upon conditions the most humili- 
ating. Protectionist in heart, if he govern at all, it must be upon Anti- 
protection princit)les. If he would seem to rule, it can only be by 
his consenting to be ruled. The Earl of Derby no longer exists as the 
high-minded nobleman of the past, and every step in his present course 
can only add to his dishonour. But should the Derby ministry cease, 
—what then? That question will now be much in men’s thoughts, 
and in the present state of parties, the seer must be gifted who can 
truly divine the future. 

But the Elections have been in acme other resppejs significant. No 
doubt, the Protestant feeling of this country has been used in many 
directions, as a cry wherewith to further the cause of Toryism and 
Protection. But in the case of multitudes this feeling has been too 
sincere to be thus purchased, and too wise to be thus dupeS. We 
should not have been prepared to do, in all cases, as some earnest religion- 
ists have done, but we understand their feeling, and can respect it. 
It is a feeling, moreover, that has been trifled with — ^insulted, and we 
wonder not at much that has happened. Material interests have 
value, but Christians have interests above them, which they value 
more. .Noi^is it merely on account of the religious bearings of 
Romanism, that some thoughtful men oppose themselves to it with an 
intensencss which some other men do not well understand. . Inquire 
of the exiled thousands from the down-trodden states of the Continent, 
as to the light in which this system presents itself to them. There is 
not one in a hundsed among them who does not stahd amazed at the 
blindness of bur 'lEnglish Liberalism in ibis matter. ^ As wi£h one voice, 
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they declare it to be, of .the easence of the papal power that it should be 
the foe of liberty, in all forms, and in all grades^ It never enters their 
thought to^^xpect freedom where the priestly induence of Botae is 
.ios^endont. , We would not suppress Romanism by^persecutipn, neither 
w^fl^^we stimulate it into ii^olence by unmerited patronage. We are 
lov^s of liberty, and wi do therefore watch, with a jealbus eye the 
^nown Bnd avowed enenni^ of liberty. ^ That tenderness towards 
R^e which works as ip; touch cruel wrong to humanity, does not 
commend itself to bur toind, either as Christians or as Men. 

: The new Parliament will include a greater number of Protestant 
jbissenters than have had place in our {louse of Commons since the 
palmy days of English Presbyterianism. We hope to see this new 
force act with an honourable efficiency — ^but to do sp, it must act with 
concert. On si^h a field, war after the guerilla fashion can lead to 
no good issue. 

The * leading journal* has been endeavouring to persuade its readers 
that the parts of the Continent under the sway of Austria have not only 
become reconciled to the paternity to which they are now subject, but 
quite enamoured of it. The proverb says, tliat in France ‘ anything 
may happen;* and experience says, that in the Times anything may 
be written. Whatever effrontery toay attempt, or baseness may per- 
petrate, may be expected, upon occasion, in those pages. If we 
credit what is reported froni that quarter, we shall picture the young 
Emperor to our imagination, as passing through his Hungarian 
dominions amidst demonstrations bf loyaltj, second only to those 
which greeted Qn^n Victoria on. her visit to Manchester. Baron 
Rothschild, the representative of our London Liberals, and at the 
same time the State I'unctionary, and great Loan Contractor, to the 
sovereign at Vienna, dared upon the hustings of the capital of these 
nations to assert, that Austria is, and has long been, in advance of 
Oreqt Britain in the race of Civil and Religious Liberty I Whereupon 
a worthy journalist treats us with the following picture relating to 
this advanced state of freedom in the dominions of Austria, touching, 
at the smne time, on this alleged popularity of the young, gentleman at 
the head of this administration of Liberalism, in his r^nt appearance 
in Hunga^.':— r ■ 

* As soon as the intended visit of the Emperor was published, the 
greater part of the nobles living in Festh prepared to leave ,tbe town. 

« was immediately sent down from Vienna, that all jier^ns bear- 
ifank of honora^ chamberlain (a verymjnuerpus b^y), and 
mber <>£ aniy order, should i>e in attendance tc^^eceive the Em- 
the capita. Accordingly some two’ huUted persons were got 
But, unfortunately, as no orders had been sent for their 
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wives and daughters, only fifteen ladies were seen dancing at the 
Archduke’s hall, and most of these ^hadi . hurried from Vienna for the 
purpe^^. ■ '• ^ 

‘ The system in force at present is tovtak^^revenge on the bodies of 
those who have rio property; and for those \vho have, to atriji them 
all they possessedi and then leave them t^ jl^by their liberty as they 
can! We onee before mentioned ihatBaro^ Vay, after having refused 
to accept the office of Viceroy of Hungai^^^ which was pressed upon 
liini by Dr. Bach, (Mr. Rothschild’s model of a statesman;) was imme- 
diately arrested on charges connected. with mifiadministration pf Tran- 
sylvania in 1848. Ilis sentence has.not yet been pronounced; but 
tlie whole of his property, we hear, even ^ bis books and pipes, has 
been seized and sequestered. ^ Another instance, of a still more painful 
kind, has just occurred in the person of Professor Dosa. This gentle- 
man belonged to the Protestant college of Marps V4sarhely, and during 
the revolution he was appointed to some office among the Saxons, which 
he executed in such a manner as to have gained the esteem and aifec- 
ti<)n of the inhabitants, although they were opposed to the cause of 
Hungary. This circumstance, and his well-known moderation, recom- 
mended him to the Austrian government, which repeatedly oflTered 
him any office he chose to undertake. Dosa felt bound to refuse. He 
was at once accused of participation in the revolution, and has been 
condemned to four years’ prison, and the loss of all his property. 
Such is the system which Mr* counting- 

house, and praises from the City of London hustings. 

* Of course, such cases as these caiino^ have been without their 
effect in bringing together the few persons seen at the court of Buda. 
Even these few, however, the Empetor took care to offend by showing 
them the contempt in which he held them/ He first received the 
clergy, then the citizens, Uien the peasants, and, ltst» of^I, the proud 
nobles of Hungary. Nor did he waste much time on them. He is 
said to have spoken to only twoi They were two of the most insigni- 
ficant, but then they had accepted office. The disgust felt at this insult 
was resented even by the degenerate Magyars who had subjected 
themselves to it by their attendance, and the next day the greater part 
of them kept away,’* ' \ 

Such is the version of fact, as supplied by private letters, to be 
put over against that of fiction, as supplied by Austrian journalism. 
The promised ■' amnesty has dwindled to a ' mockery; courts-martial 
were never so busy; the young Emperor boasts that the. sword is his 
only dependence, and the execration of the right-minded is^ settling 
fast upon his^ Wd. As it is in Hungary," so is . in Lombardy. : 
Men dare not speak — scarcely dare to breathe, >, S^iwha, arrests> 
confiscations, dungeons, secret murders — ^these. jure 
appearances oMhe rule lauded % 3 r. Baron ^tl^child as that of an 
advanced Civil dhd Ridigious Liberty 

■ ■ i’. , • , -■ ' 

* Examifier, July 10th. v : 
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Jn ^^ THeohgische Stui^n und Kritikm fov ihU^W the best 
aiid most , interesting is a leading article, bjr one of the editors 

(Dr, yilmann) on * The Essence of Christianity apd Mysticism. ^ Dr. 
Ullmann’s book on the ^ ]^ssence of Christianity* . bas been translated 
into French, and appears ib have been soinewhat roughly handled by 
Gaspann, and others, in several of the religious periodic^s of France. 
Tbe author complains that he has been misunderstood, or misre- 
.presented, on many points, and tbe article in question . is his rejoinder 
to his assailants. The employment of the word essence, at all, has 
been deemed blameworthy by some of his critics, who think they per- 
ceive therein the cloven foot of, that audacious neologj** which receives 
or rejects in Christianity whatever its caprice may determine. Dr. Ull- 
mann appears to us to intend by the word essence ( lVesen\ only what 
we should probably express by some such phrase as ‘ essential charac- 
teristics.’ , 

But the charge most strongly urged is that of mysticism. Tliat 
there is not a little in our modern spiritualism open to this accusation 
is unquestionable. We are disposed to think it probable, from what 
we know of his other writings, that Dr. Ullmarin may not have ex- 
pre^ed himself on some doctrinal points with that dehiiiteness and 
fulness which arc to be do^ired.. The German tendency to give even 
more than due prominence to, jAe subjective element in religion, and 
the national liabit of indulging in a mode of expression rather vague, 
abstract, and ' periphrastic, than truly philosophical, is. sulliciently 
manifest in his writings^ But -in bis remarks on mysticism in general, 
and in his coftdoia nation , of yiiroann as a mystic in particular, Von 
Gasparin appears to us somewhat deficient, both in knowledge of the 
subject, and in fairness of spirit. 

Some confusion will , arise at times in the minds of English readers, 
from the fact that the Germans have two words for mysticism while wo 
have'only one. In Germany Mystik is mysticism in a good sense. It 
answers to what we should term spirituality, experimental religion, or 
according to our old di vines, heart-work. It is the enemy of Ritualism, 
■ Formalism — of mere Scholasticism. MystieAsmus, on the contrary, de- 
notes the corruption or exaggeration oKMystik. This is our word Mysti- 
cism. The two are distinguished much as we distioguisb, in common 
usage, spirituality and spiritualian, religion and reli|(ionisin, piety and 
pietism. . But^ as the adjectives cannot be distinguished as; nouns 
;;;are, the' advinfage;^ we tlunk, with our language,' and the 
3:|GermaQ;.ph?ai^togy.;§'n the subject is open to a confusion from which 
: wq are lu 'igivln^^^ negative a definition of any^icism as he 
|>^onouncing it rimply the repudiation of dbgina, thie substitution 
ing for ^uth, pf ratipnal the emotional Ego, for the 

rity of God, — Gasp^in Jim shown himself^ lbo partial 
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or too hasty. The generalization is hj no means so easy. No one 
who has studied the phenomena of mysticism— that strange, tendency 
which has produced the most various and most contrary results:^- 
energyintenae ind absolute inaction ; ^'^tans and lotus-eaters — ^Ego- 
theists, Pantfi^kti^ .Nhiiist^ — the 1&^bilj|cani of Mr. Athos and 

George Fox,— the Brethren b^ihe Free and Madame Guyon, 

at once the contemner^ and the devotees of vision and of miracle, the 
opposite of self-annihilation and of self-dciification— no one who has 
questioned these motley shapes; and listcmed to the Babel of tbeir 
dialects, can imagine that the question concerning the nature of mysti- 
cism can be settled in so off-hand and curt a fashion. ; l5r. Ullmann 
knows what mysticism has l^en far bCtter^than his reviewer. The 
latter should be introduced to Hugo and Bichard of St. Victor, and to 
Chancellor Gerson, countrymen of his in the twelfth, thirteenth, and 
fifteenth centuAes, and he would learn that mysticism allied itself in 
them with that antagonist scholasticism, against whicii Bernard enlisted 
it — that it animated and interpenetrated, instead of repudiating, 
dogma — ^gained from the schoolman a tongue, and offered in return a 
heart. Spirituality, or religious feeling, becomes mysticism when it 
asserts an independent standing for itself, apart from intelligence pr 
moral order ; when, not content with being a part, it arrogates to itself 
the whole of religion. It does so also when in its zeal against a false 
external authority it repudiates the true, when feeling and impulse 
are made an inspiration, and the zealot reads only in the internal Bible 
of self-will and the apocryphal bqqk of fancy. Mysticism has clustered 
its luxuriance especially about the great doctrine of the union of the 
believer with Ohgst. It has lost sight, more or less, of the necessity 
of a Christ Jor us, in the emphasis it , has laid on* a Christen us. Its 
error in this respect has lain in making the medium o^jich union, not 
faith, but intellectual intuition, or the Reverie and tfie practice of the 
contemplative ascetic. It has repri^ehted this union, not simply as moral 
or spiritual — as consisting in a life which is lived by perpetual com- 
munication from the life which is in Christ — but as an essential 
oneness which confounds the divine and liuman personality, and which 
tends to obliterate the distinction between the sonship of Chris^,and 
the sonship of Christians, as though all devout or thoughtful men were 
incarnations of the Infinite. Hence its close affinity with pantheism. 
This whole question concerning the nature of mysticism, is ono of 
great and growing importance. It reaches far beyond any personal 
dispute between a German and a French divine, and in this brOader 
view Dr. UUmaim has treated it on the whole dispassionately and 
wisely, --'y '■ ^ 

The next peper-j-- A Word on the Contemplation of Nature from the 
Christologioal p>biht of View’-r-is foolish and fanciful. We tlmught it 
had been left f to Jacob Beh men . to find Christoiogy in psychology, 
theology in, metapby»iO)?j^^nd divjRf’wiyptqrto in natural phenonaena. 
But here a Swiss doetp^ ^ninteUig^ly te^h^. how somnambulism and 
clairvoyUiice are ever recuding t;^pejS whi^ find tbeir highest realiza- 
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tion in the life and death and prophetic office of the Son of God. 
Mankind would eeein never to he cured 'iti 'pld^ m Qur 

niodeit’n theosophists maj have a little morC sci^^^ but assuredly no 
ihore wisdom than the old. J X V \ 

The ‘ Xife of Tjuthe iUustirated^ JtV a^}e with 

accompaiiyihg letter-press “hy G«lzen,V;ifi fayohrably , 
also a very different work,-i-‘ The Thoughts, a^d Maxims of 
Jpub^rt!*;.. ‘ Prijfe.lEssay* oo. the apbstolic ind t)bst^ap6stolic 

ib'^O^ced with deserved appi^yal. Pr Lechler has alieady niade 
himself; favourably known in^Geriuanyb his ‘History of ^English 
ibiism.’ = Pis book is, in fact, la refutation of Baur and the Tubingen 
SdiQol ofoHticism.*.^ ' ' 'V.’. ” 


L A Treatise bn of Observation and Reasoning m 

Politics. By George Cornwall- Lewis, Esq.’ Jtn 2, vols. %vo. 
Parker ^ 5Io», 1852. — ^Mr. Lewis isra writer of sound judgment and 
cultivate4 taste, and all the productions of his pen have been the result 
of much reading and much thought* In the two handsome volumes 
before us, hisaubject is of greater compass and elevation than in his 
|iifeviou8 works, but he has brought to it the large information, and the 
calm ripe method of using hiS[ materials, which cannot fail to dispose 
an intelligent reader to atUudi much weight to his opinions. We hope 
to find occasion for nudring-^Oiff better acquainted with the 

contents of these volumes, imd in the meantime we think we shall 
best serve the author and odrireaders by transcribing the headings of 
the successive chdf»ters df the treatise: — ^ 

* Introdiictioa.' Chap^'I. On the Province Of Politics. If? On the Division of 
Politics into Departments. : ' III. OA':^4 k> Technical Language of Politics. IV. 
Upon the Metia^of Pbservntioh .in Pohdos. V. On the Applicability of the 
Method of |!xperiment to Polities. ,T1* /On the Treatment of Political History. 
VII. On Oaosatibn in PtdiUCs. ^Ttl. On the Determination of Positive 
Causes in. Politics. IX. On the Assumption of False Causes in Politics. X. On 
the Determination of Hypothetical Causes in Politics. XI. On the. Determination 
of the Positive Effects or a Political Cause. XIl. On the Determination of the 
Hypothetical Effects' of n Political Canse. XIII. On. the Continuing Operation of 
Canses in Politics. XlV. On Political Theory, and the Universality of Proposi> 
tfniis reflecting Pdliticri Caasafion. XV. On Partial Theories, or Principles of 
Litnited Causation, in Politics. XVJ. On Hypotheses in Politics. XVII. On the 
Existence of a Science of Politics. XVIII. On the Art ..of. Politics, and the For- 
mation of Political . Precepts. XIX. 0^ the Application of Political Theories and 
Maxims in Practice. ' XX^ On Practical Examples and Beal Models in Politics. 
XXL Oh Ideal Models in Politics. XXIL On Political Conduct. XXIII. On 
Prediction in Polities. XXlV.-’ Off dm^Fnllihility of Politfisal Practice, and its 
Causes. ,XXV. On the . Securities against the Fallibilky of Politieid. Practice. 
/XXyj.;.On;.^iticalftp^^ ■ 

. To the student of poUricid tb^ indication of topics must, we 

tBnk,J>6 attractive,^ lmd ;4Qv ^^;inah whose tastes djiepose him to 
say----pK)CUi^ them. 

On Mundane M^oX Analogy 

iSth the system of Material Wavernment, J?y Thomas Boubj-RDAY. 
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8vo, Blackwood 1852. This is a carefully-written book, and if -its 
reasoning, as regards its ultimate and professed object, should not be 
so conclusive and .satisfactory to the reader as it appears .to be to the 
author, the process Of the argument is so pregnant with' truth, and so 
rich in ingenious and suggestive thought, that no man possessing any 
inclination towards such speculations can read the book without interest, 
or without being sensible that he has done so with advantage. Mr. 
Doubleday's theory is, that as O-ravitation is the great law of the 
material universe, on which all its other laws depend, so Excitement, 
coming from without, and taking the shape of motive to action, is the 
great law of the moral world, iVom Which all other laws have their 
origin and dependence. So far, we see nothing in Mr.'Dptibleday's 
theory to which exception may be taken. The physical, nature of 
man is of course affected by physical causes,^ in common with all 
physical existeifces; and no man will dispute, that/0‘3 the material 
universe is governed by material laws, so the moral universe, is 
governed by moral laws — the names given to the forces in action in 
either case being of no moment. But it is not within these limits that 
the difficulty lies. It is when we attempt such an exposition of these 
moral laws — that is, of this susceptibility of excitement and of the 
forces acting upon it — us may solve the mysteries of. the moral 
vernment under which we find ourselves, that anomalies thicken upon 
us, and difficulties begin. To do something towards such an exposition 
Mr. Doubleday has placed metaphysics, philosophy, and history, under 
large requisition, and, as the result, finds his way to a scries of con- 
clusions — partly negative and partly positive. Nationalities, gra- 
dations of rank, the ties of family and religion, are enumerated as 
facts wiiich belong to human condition, from the laws of it, and which 
external force may not cliange? These are the negative conclusions 
from our author's argument — ^tho tilings which gavoK-fii^nts may not 
do. The positive conclusions are, that the .idea of property is in- 
separable from the idea of society; that man is always in a state of 
change, and probably of progress; that the progress of civilization is 
the progress of a force which w^e designate by the term — public 
opinion; that no reaction against oppression will secure to a people 
freedom, except as they arc otherwise prepared to make a good use 
of it; that the property of communities becomes insecure only as 
the owners of it become negligent of the duties which it imposes; and 
that the safety of the higher classes depends, not on depressing, but 
on wisely elevating, the condition of the lower. To these wholesome 
issues, as to so many laws of ‘ Mundane Moral ’Government,' does Mr, 
Doubleday's argument conduct him. "His reasoning does not remove 
difficulty in our view as it does in his ownj but it is to a llege extent 
weighty and conclusive, and we dooimeiid it cordially to out readers. 

III. Deutsches Worterbuck. V<m, dXKOB Grimm und Wilhelm 
Grimm. — The second part of this great work has just appeared. Well 
might the magnitude of such an undertaking have daunted even the 
indefatigable Briider Grimm.. One can scarcely imagine their looking 

NO. XXXI. T 
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idl>the Tarious difficulties connected with it unflinchingly in the face 
during fourteen long years. Less enterprising minds would have 
shrunk in dttmay as month after month brought in raw material 
from all ccmc^vable corners of the country, contnbuted to, an amount 
which two men for six months early-; and late, merely to 

accomplish an alphabetical , arrangement of it. The material thus 
acquh^ was the result of a well-laid pto, the only one, indeed, by 
which iikucoess appeared at all attainable. Numerous letters were 
addressed, without regard to station, calling, politi^ or age, request- 
ing the viidividual to take a certain .author, read him with great care, 
and ihaik iqwn papers (the sice of which was accurately prescribed) 
those words which were in any way remarkable, either in themselves, 
from the peculiarity of their relation to the context, or as being cha- 
racteristic of the style^of the author — the word and the passage vrere 
then written on >4he said pieces of paper. The authors selected are 
those included in the last three centuries, from Lather to Goethe, and 
many of later date. Those Writers would naturally be of most im- 
portance whose creative power had been felt to -extend to the enriching 
or improving of the language. ' Luther stands foremost as the father 
of the present high German. Goethe somewhere says of him: * What- 
has nourished the spirit and form of language, whatever has 
ievived and called forth the flowed of modem poetry, we owe to none 
more deeply than to Luther.’ Next to him, probably, would come 
honest Hans Sachs, the master-singer, who, all the world knows, was 
guilty of exactly 131 plays,. 64 farces, 60 fables, and an indeflnite 
number of miscellaneous pieces, without in any way injuring or 
neglecting his trade of cobbler. .Verily, the seeker of curious words 
out of such a collection of curiosities, as his writings, must hav(» liad 
enough to do. Though Sachs may; as an author, have been first 
undervalued, ^i^^since in some dang^^ of being unduly exalted by 
means of the extravagant praise of Goethe, yet his position in regard 
to tlie progress and development of the German language is second 
only to Luther. Then there is Fischart. We really should like to 
know who was aenteneed, to bring to light the inflnite oddities of the 
greatest German satirist— quaint Johann F^bart. The titles of his 
books are alone sufficient to show his despotic, daring, and capricious 
mastery of the langn^e; and when he surrenders himself to the very 
spirit of satire or of humour, he defles all boundaries of acknowledged 
German, and coins an entire vocabulary of his own, a plan doubtless 
very convenient to himself, but scarcely so to his readers in the nine- 
teenth century, J^n'^Paul might be fought bad enough, but as a 
coiner ^pf apparently unintelligible ‘words and non-words,* he is im- 
me^ufably below Fiscliart; and then in him we have of course the 
j^antage of modern Gern^n. * 

^ There is perhaps no other language whick so thoroughly expresses 
variety of mood and mind as does the German ; which will admit 
.:’;'pf Sfich infinite diversity of style, and so susceptible of moulding 
acc®pding to the individuality of the writer’s mind and character. 
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The labours of the Grimms are sow supplying ivhat has long been 
a great want, in tracing the progressive culture of the G^man 
nation as it has left its trace upon tl^eir language. The work lays 
down no laws respiting its littitre development, but is to present a 
view, accurate and . comprehensive, of the course of the language. 
Whatever the Grimms undertake, they will execute thoroughly and 
well; therefore our good wishes for the Success of this noble national 
monument may be somewlmt superfluous. We cannot, however, 
suppress them, nor the hope that it may not be without its influ- 
ence on the present German style, in arresting* its almost universal 
deterioration. '' 

IV. The Elements of tJte Gospel Harmony: with a Ca/terba an In^ 
spiration^ from the Writings ^ Hie Anti^Nicene Fathers* By -Bbook b 
Foss Westcott, Fellow of Trinity: College^ Cambridge* Fcap. 
pp. 256. MOcmilldn* 1851.— We regret that clx^umstances have 
prevented us from calling the attention of dur readers more promptly 
to this volume. It is, we believe,- Mr. WestcotfS first publication. 
It does him great credit, and is full of promise. It is a i*are thing to 
find so much ripeness of manner and substance in a first performance. 
The subject of the volume is — the Inspired Origin of the Gosp^^ 
And the argument of the author may be said to consist in an attei^ 
to turn the guns of the eneihy against himself. In peculiarities 
common to them all, us compared with profane authorship in those 
times; and in diflerenccs of style, manner, matter, and object, in the 
several Gospels, as coinpared with each other, as well ns from alleged 
discrepancies, our author finds, — ^not grouiids of exception to the claims 
of these records to be received as records of inspiration, but evidence of 
the most instructive kind in support of their pretensions in that respect. 
All these features combine, iii his view, to present, not only that unique 
record, but that oneness as regards the trutli, manifoldness 

as regards mode, which was to have been expected in a divine revelation, 
Mr. Westcott brings both learning and acuteness to the working out 
of this conception. Much of his reasoning will no doubt be regarded, 
by mind.s of a sceptical turn, as more ingenioiis than trustworthy — 
more fanciful than solid. But our sceptics are not infallible, espe- 
cially on subjects of this nature. We demur, ourselves, to some of 
Mr. Westcott’s minor criticisms and speculationfiij but we are persuaded 
that there is a broad stratum of truth underlieing his whele ar^ment, 
and for tlii.s reason we should urge qur readers to make themselves 
acquainted with the book. The following passage will suffice to show 
that the writer is fully alive to the cuadition of mind With which he 
has to deal in the treatment of such a subject ^ . 

‘ During the last two ceutariea we hare steadily proceed^ from <me- i^xtreme ia 
philosophy to the other, and the succf ssive awaul^ on Christianity havi* exhibited 
a corresponding progress. If, ou the one side, Ve have advanced from Bobbes 
to Hegel, on the other we have passed from Toland to" Strauss, lieligion and 
metaphysics are now contemplated trom within and not from wUbuut: the world has 
been absorbed in man. The opponents of Christian doctrine to the 17th and i8ih 
centuries were generally men of reckless and abandoned impiety, while now they 

• t2 
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claim its blessing without a church, affect its morality without a covenant, assume 
the name of Christ without acknowledgio^ a personal Saviour, and regard Chris- 
tianity itself as a ; necessary truth, independent of any Gospei-faistories, and 
unsupported by any true redemption. They ^ave abandoned the * letter ’ to secure 
the * spirit,* and in return for the mysteries of bar j^th, they offer us a law witjiout 
types, a theoerapy without prophecies, a Christianity without miracles; a cluster 
of definite want* with no reality tb supply them ; for the ^mythic* theory, as if in 
bitter irony, concedes o very craving winch the Gosp»el satisfies, and only accounts 
for. the wi^ spread of the ‘delusion’ by the intensity of man’s need. Chrisrian 
•P^dgista have exhibited the influence of the saine change ; t^y are naturally led 
to value exclusively those arguments which meet the exigencies of their own 
times; and so it is now a common thing to'^depreciate the outward evidences of 
religion, which are not, however, the less important, heoaose tfaey/arenot conclusive 
to some minds. Historical proofs piust uecessarily/claim attention, even where 
they cannot convince; and, as aforetime, many who did not believe for Jesus’ 
■words, believed for his very works* sake. *So still the external array of 
Christian evidence may kindle thb true inner fiiith, and iu turn reflect its 
glory.VPp. 3, 4. V- - , * 

V, Lectures the History of Morai Philosophy in England. By 
"William Wheitell, D.D. 8f;o. Parker and Son. 1852. The 
lectuit’S are deingned to indicate ivhat our EngHsir thinkers on moral 
subjects have been doing since the revival of letters. Tlie men pass 
successively before you, and the various results of their thinking are 
gt&ented for your benefit. Sucb, u manner of lecturing or writing 
uj^n any science 'possesses peculiar interest. Disquisition is relieved 
by a dash of history and of biography^iV *1- danger of becom- 
ing more attractive than profitably" more showy tlian profound. Dr. 
Whew’ell’s lectures are agreeable and instKqctive reading, so far as they 
go; but if we except Bentham, to the expbsition of whose opinions on 
moral subjects one-third of the course , is assigned, the information 
presented is necessarily limited and superficial. Locke, for example, 
is disposed of in half a dozen pages, apdj we regret to say, after a 
manner whicir"^i!fti«beeii too common of late in Cambridge — a manner 
that fails to do justice to our great Englishman. We should stale, 
however, that little satisfactory as is tlils, account of Lockifs principles, 
it is less open to exception thad some of the statements published by 
the author, On the same subjlecy some years since. Professor Sedgwick 
has disgraced himself utterly by his loose and inaccurate discoursings 
on this subject. . Dh the whole, the volume before us is entitled to a 
place with those of Dugald Stewart and Sir James Mackintosh on the 
same subject-rbut the student of moral philosophy will not, of course, 
regard any one, or all, of these publications^ as anything more than 
preliminary helps to his proper course of reading. 

VI, Ruhe ist die erste Burgerp/iicktf oder vorfunfzig Jahren. Von 
Willibald Ale;^s. George Haring, or, as he calls himself, Alexis, 
is one of the most readable historical romance writers pf whom our 
Teutonic neighbours can bonst. He Is best known, lit; :^is countiy 
especially, by his * Walladmor,’ which was for some time popular under 
the delusion of its being a production of Sir Walter Scott, ms romances 
of ^Der Boland yon Berlin,' * CabaDis,'aod others, give very admirable 
pictures of dififerent periods in German history. In his characters he 



ox BOOKS. 


277 


indulges too far his apparent fondness for the dark side of human nature; 
this last romance gives us mere sketches of the good characters, while the 
bad ones are pertinaciously elaborated. His style is alway^'^light and 
grajeful, and he is more successful of , his countrymen in 

keeping up the interest of the story^ though of the plot in the present 
work it is too soon to speak, as two volumes only have yet appeared. 
The time chosen ^s immediately before the battle of Jena, and therefore 
somewhat too near upon ' us Vtd allow the author free scope for his 
satire in describing :Various characters then attached to the Prussian 
court. With all his talent and attractive power, Alexis loses not a 
little from that marked peculiarity, only expressed, or expressible, in the 
word Berlinism. ' * 

VII. The Republic of Plato, translated into English, imthdn Intro- 
ducHon, and fLnahjsis, and Notes. John Llewellyn Davies, 
M.A,, and David James Vauohan, M.A., Fellows of Trinity tkdlege, 
Cambridge. Fcap. ^ 71 . Iviii, 418. MacmiUan. — This is a 

translation of the * Republic of Plato,’ made from the IZurich edition of 
1847. The translators profess to have derived much asristance in 
their work from the admirable Gm‘man translation by Sclipeider; but 
their own claims to praise for the manner in which they have acquitted 
themselves in their task is indisputable. ; The * Introduction,’ from the 
pen of Mr. Vaughan, is sucli as tp warrant confidence in liis scholarship 
and discrimination. It is justly said, that from ho one book in the 
series of Plato’s works may the mind of Plato be so fully learned as 
from his ‘Republic.’ While ‘not by any means insensible to the 
defects and mistakes of bis author, Mr. Vahghan holds him, as might 
be expected, in sincere admiration. 

* '\Vhere,* he writes, * in the whole range of uninspired autho r is there to be 
found a more powerl'al champion of that spiritaal element Ib^HSn, which saperficial 
knowledge and imperfect education have too often a tendency to stifle and ignore? 
Plato's works arc a standing protest a^nst that sclioolof pbUosophv which, strong 
in the possession of a partial truth, insists upon studying only the taws of succes- 
sion and co-existence which present themselves in the jmenomena of the material 
world, while it forbids its pupils to listen to th4 instincts of the reason and of the 
soul, to hope for an immortality, or to believe in a Ged. Plato’s works are also 
the antidote to that philosophy, which, while it charms the reader with maxima 
betraying the most profound insight into the things of daily life,, would have 
him believe that everything to which human nature is prone is good, because 
natural, and thus would annihilate in the mind the sense of sin. Lastly^ Plato’s 
works are also the unconscious antidote to the excesses of that speeulattve theo- 
logy which attempts to destroy altogether the objective side of Ohristiaiiity, to 
sublime it into an idea, or evaporate it into a subjective residuum. The thoughtful 
student of the^; republiu will find in Plato an experiment, wrought, as it were, 
once for all, in the great laboratory of the world, and while minutely examining 
the results of that ezperimeut, he will see that there is a limit beyond which no 
purely subjective . theory will explaiu all the facts which mast. ^be taken. into 
account.’ ^ ; .. 

Vin. Pmiel Caspar Von Lohenstein. Seine Ti^uerspieU und 
Seine Sprache. W. A, Passow . — This is the first bf a aeries of trea- 
tises accompanying a reprint of the older Grermah drama, on the plan 
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of Tieck’s German theatre. Lohenstein was born in 1635, and wrote 
all his tragedies while very young. We must c(Jnfes8 that we are quite 
at a loss respecting the merits of any of his productions, or indeed of 
those of the Silesian schools getierally. Were we of German eai|jtec- 
tion, we should undoubtedly seek' rather to ignore the labours of Herr 
Lohenstein and a few ^of Ms contemporaries, than to drag their absur- 
dity, and disgu$ting sentimentality, into the more truly pof^tic light of 
our muph-Abused nineteenth century. ^ 

IX A Lecture on the Butoric Evidence of the Authorship and 
Transmission of the Books bf the lfcw Testament Bp J. P. Thegklles, 
LL.D. Fcap. Bagster. 1852. — Ours is an age of action and hurry 
-r-anytliing blit an\ago of meditation,ai^/Cklmoess. A It is, in conse- 

. quence, an age of sn^l books — of small boolm even on the greatest 
and gravest subjects. . We do not commend this charj|Gteri6tic of our 
times^ we ratliCr deplore it, and regret to see' the extent to which 
even scholars and wise men are bblig^ to conform to it. The author 
before us, for.^examplc, is highly qualified to produce a good book on 
the * Histbri<^;^ldence’ of the Christian Scriptures ; but, in place of 
pi^ucing^bbok that might embrace something like the whole sub- 
he is obliged to content himself with a brief, attractive volume, 
that may be read at a sitting; could be done in the space to 

which he has restricted himsMl^' he has done, and done well. To minds 
inclined to .depii^ciate historic^ evidence, these pages are sutHcicut to 
indicate the Mnd"(^ airgument which is available on this subject. Dr. 
Tregelles has Said enough to show that the man who rejects the historic 
■ certainties in favour of the Gospel, is bound, in consistency, to give up 
historic certainty altogether;' Such is the real stale of the question — 
let our sceptics affect: what they may to the contrary. The past has 
demonstrated<hfl6 lUnoh, and so will the future. 

X Notes cma Narratives of a Six Years* Mission, Bp 11. W. 

Yanderkiste, late London City Missionary, Vlmo. Nishet 1852. 
Those who are not to visit what are sometimes called * the 

dens of l4pndon’ in p^on, miay do so in safety, and much to their 
adyonti^e, as we think, in company with the author of this volume. 
It oodsists’ not 6Q Much of the * simple’ as of the terrible * annals of the 
poor.’ It biingaus in contact, however, not with povei*ty merely, but witli 
ignorance and vice in all the forms admitting of description. The first 
chapter gives a general description of the district of Clerkenwell; 
thesucoeediiig chapt^ describe tbe different classes of the population 
separately, such as the Catholiqs, the Infidels, tbe Intemperate, and tbe 
Criminal* We doubt much if there be a body of men inChristendom 
entitled to more sympathy and encouragement from the Christian and 
the philantlu^^st, than the sincere and devoted amoim our city mis- 

^,;Sionariei^ especially when, as in the case of the autho^^^f^is narrative, 
to bib; men of education. The book ^is Aoiap of the sort 
the politician, the moralist, and the Christian should read. We 
.fime the followmg passage as showing that the class of religionists who 
are such a pet people with some of our liberals just now, are persons 
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who know how to unite care of the pelf with care of the poor. It presents 
a picture, also, of the manner in which the great mountebank of his ‘ 
order acquits himself on his state occasions. The scene is in St.^-i 
Ounce’s Roman-catholic Cathedral, Southwark. 

* Being a dark winter's morning favoured the exhibition^ hut the moietj of day- 
light which was not excluded by the curtains, leffcned the dramatic effect. It 
was of course high-]|uass. 

‘ The altar is certainly a magnificent structiHre, aid within its precincts, on 
another less important occasion, 1 counted no leiis thin one httfidred and fifty •si:F 
lights. On the left is the throne of the cardinal,' who, on this occasion, was to 
preach. Abundance of scarlet and gold are se^n in every part, which forms a 
studied contrast with the plainness of the cathedtal itself^ and the organ and choir 
gallery, which wear an extremely mortified appearance. The organ is an excel- 
lently toned one, and excellently^played, and the choir is full and effective— the 
music fascinating. On entering and paying sixpence, I was presented by die 
verger with a ticket, of which tb|^ were different kinds glyen. . I walked 
towards the middle aisle to secare a good seat, hut was at once stopped by a man 
in u black robe, whom I understood to be a member of a holy guild: be pointed 
to the side aisle, and receiving my ticket, said, * That way.’ Taking no notice, I 
walked forward, but be stopped me, shying * You must there.* I inquired in 
a whisper, ‘Why?’ although I certainly did not fully need the information, and 
was told, not very civilly, it was because 1 bad not paid enough. In passing to 
this second-rate aecommodatiou, I observed others were fbrnishal with much 
worse. These were the poor, who are admitted on payment of one penny, which 
payment I have observed to be serupulcmsly exacted. These are placed in long 
pem on either side, at the back of the cath^ral, raited off firam the other portions 
of the edifice, as at Mooifields, Ssc^ and are not allowed seato at all. The proces- 
sion of priests, holy boys, which passed twice around the akles, consisted of 
upwards of sixty individuals, the leading priest sprinkling Aofy water on either 
side, which is sn^fposed to have some sanctifying effect on the edifice and its 
occupants; each of the members cf the procession carried a candle of great sise, 
and a number had notes, singiug as they perambulated, and accompanied by the 
organ. I'hen mass proceeded, after which a, hymn was sung, and jL^ardinal 
Wiseman, with mitre on head, and cr<x>k in hand; was processioned with great 
pomp to the pulpit. He ascended the stairs, preceded by om^tendant priest, and 
followed by another, who stationed themselves on each sIQe the cardinal in the 
pulpit. Positions being thus arranged, he was bellied off with his mitre W the 
priest on his right, who, on receiving the same; devoutly kissed his hand; the 
cardinal then committed the silver-headed crook to the piiest on his left hand, who 
also kissed his hand on receiving the same. ^ 

*Thc sermon consisted chiefly of a detail of the paraptheraalia of the ancient 
Jewish church, attendant on its rites and ceremonies, and of the divind light, the 
sheckinak^ tiiat filled the temple, from which a comparison was drawn the 
superior glory of the Christian church, as po.sBessiug the bod]^, blood, and diyitfity 
of our blessed Saviour, ‘ ever present in the adorabU eacr^e of the mass* * 

XI. Political ElementSy or the Progress ^ Modern Legislation. 
By Joseph Moselet, Esq., B.C.L. Fcp. ppi W^>. Farher and Son. 
1852. — ‘ What I propose, in the following pages,’: says Mr. Moseley, ‘ is 

< to pass under review and contemplation the events ^at have transpired 
‘ in this oountiy within the last thirty years, — to try if there be not 
* some truths, some principles, to be found, that may serve to explain the 

< past and to enlighten the future.’ This is avyery legitimate object, 
and Mr. Moseley hnds that the great principles of political action in 
recent times have been Conservatism and Reform; tikat these principles 
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have been of universal operation, affecting all functions, all order, all 
’ parties, all classes; not operating in all alike, nor in all adequately, but to 
#^be found in all. Both these principles — ^the principle to conserve, and 
the principle to improve — ^are reckoned as great principles of huz)(itt|||y ; 
as true, and therefore potent. It is the wise, conjoint action of nise 
principles which secures all healthy progress. All parties are true, 
as they hold tlie one other of these principles in its true propor> 

tions. . Few of our readers, we presume, will demur to these state- 
ments. It is when we descend from these abstractions to actualities, 
and attempt to determine in given conditions what may or may not 
be accounted as a wise action of these principles, that the need of dis- 
crimination commences. A,nd here we are far from finding all the 
assistance in tlie pages of Mr. Mosele^ which his outset seemed to 
warrant us in expecting. But though there is a great want of con- 
clusiveness in this part of the treatise, thc*i*e is mucS just and wise 
observation in it, and we think it probable that the author will live to 
do something more thorough in political science than ho has yet done. 

XII. We&iey theWesTthy^andWesUy theCalliolic. \2mo. Ward, 18o2. 
— This volume consists of a reprint of two articles on John Wosley, one 
from Kitto% Journal^ written by Dr. Dobbin, describing Wesley as the 
‘Worthy;* the other from the American Methodist Quarterly liemew, 
describing Wesley as the ‘ catholic,’ or as the unsectarian evangelist. 
As will 1^ supposed from this statement, the delineations thus placed 
before the public are almost wholly eulogistic ! but though both papers 
are able, and well-meant, we do not think that the pqhlication is well- 
timed. At a juncture when the majority of the followers of John 
Wesley in this country are extolling his authority so unwisely and so 
obstinately^ as to hazard the entire wreck of the cause which he lias 
bequeathed to them, the thing needed is discrimination, rather tlmn 
eulogy; a litt3^5P%%e sort of writing that might enable the followers of 
Wesley to see that a system evidently moulded according to the circum- 
stances of one century, may be anything but adapted to the circum- 
stances of another. The foolish notion tliat John Wesley was so good 
that fae must liave been inspired, is at tlie root of all their mischiefs. Wc 
wish them to see differently on this subject, because we wish them well. 

XIII. Lily of St, Lattes : a Romance, of Old London, 3 vvh. 
Fep, Smith, Elder, and Co, 1852. — This is a story of ‘Old London,’ 
presenting jnetures of the persons, the people, and the doings, in sport and 
otherwise, of our metropolis in the fourteenth century. It opens with the 
appearance^^ of Wycliffe before Courtney and ;^e Convocation in St. 
Paul’s; and the history stretches on until the bones of the Keformer 
are taken from their resting-place to be consumed by fire, and cast into 
the river Swift, at the foot of , the old town of Lutterworl^. , The story 
has the admixture of love and adventure which helongeto a ‘romance,* 
but it is a pure t^e, well told, and which may amuse imd instruct, but 
can harm no one. 

XIVi Heroes of the Bible, By W. S. Edwards. Fcp. Snow. 1852. 
~In our younger days, Hunter’s Sacred Biography, and Bobinson’s 
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Scripture ChdracterSf were in nearly all religious libraries, and 
familiar to everybody. But a generation has passed since then; and 
with the new faces have, come new tastes, and new modes of thought, 
retiring that old subjects should be presented after another manner. 
With a change of generations, there will assuredly be a change of tastes, 
it may be wholly for the better, or wholly for the worse, or partly the 
one and partly tlie other ; but come it will. Mr. Edwards appears to 
have felt this, and has aimed to traverse the old ground in a new spirit. 
We commend the attempt — we only regret that the author should so 
have paganized his personages as to call them ‘heroes.*'^' The cant use 
of that term among us we owe to our Anti-christian leaguers, and the 
grave employment of it connected with anything Christian should, 
for that reason, be eschewed*by all Christian men. 

XV. GescMchte des Alterthums. Von Max Duncker. — Although 
we cannot exactly exclaim with regard to the Germans as the Irishman 
did of the ancients, that they had taken all his ideas, still we may with 
some right complain (?) that they have taken, and are on the road to 
exhaust, every possible mine of research and discovery, literary, 
scientific, or nonsensical,' which either we or they themselves may have 
discovered. Not content with innumerable histories of their own 
country, displaying every shade of vaiiety between the poles of readable 
and unreadable, they have still found abundant leisure and talent to 
devote to the histories of other lands. With all his enthusiasm about 
Fatherland, the genuine German has a perfect passion for what is 
for eign. He generally knows far more of foreign history than of his own, 
frecp iently more of foreign literature and manners, and, from a very 
sufficient reason, always more of foreign politics. They are more ready 
than any other nation to adopt foreign customs, when thrown among 
them, and their whole literature gives proof of the ready access found 
by foreign genius, and the powerful influence wifiellfat different times, 
has thus been exercised upon it. And this has been the great safety 
of German literature: it would otherwise long ago liave mouldered 
away, as surely and as unheeded as the oldest ruin in the fastnesses of 
Suabia. Our own historians have been acknowledged and imitated 
by them as the best models, leaving us but little start of thm in point 
of handling, none in matters of research. Ancient oriental history has 
long* been a favourite study. Herder sent all the poets diving among 
the roses and bulbuls of Persia: Hafiz was necessitated to talk German: 
then followed histories of Ottoman poetry^ of Arabian caliphs, 
Assassins, Hindoos, &c., till, in the present day, research and discovery 
have taught us to accept what we.4nus leom of these countries, as an 
actual representation of human mind and manners, not a mere table of 
dates and names. 

The first volume of Dr. Dunoker’s work on this subject relates only 
to the Egyptians, and the history of the Semetic tribes down to the 
appearance of the Persians. We are therefore inclined to fear it will 
he somewhat unduly elaborated in propor^n to the remaining three 
volumes. There arc some historians who give theiil readers credit 
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for knowing too little, and others who conveniently attribute to them 
an astonishingly accurate possession of all leading facts. On this head, 
Or. Duncker achieves the pleasing medium of the considerate, as lying 
between the offensive and the complimentary. He gives interest- 
ing accounts of the nature and peculiarities of the different scenes of 
his liistory, agreeably combining his information respecting the cus- 
toms, manners, and religion, with translated legends. It is a book 
which must be read with great pleasure by educated people, and we 
.are glad to hear there is already the prospect of a second edition. 

XVI. The Conquerors of the New World and their Bondstnen; 
being a Narrative of the Principal Events which led to Negro Slavery 
in the West Indies and in America, Two vols, Fcp. Pickering, 
1848 and 1852.— Concerning these voluihes, the intelligent author of 
Friends in Council says:— ‘What I aim at, then, in thw narrative, is 
‘ to show how the black people came into the New World ; h6w the 
‘ brown people faded away from certain countries in it; and what part 
* the white people had in these doings.* For this purpose the author 
has had access to valuable unpublished documents in the keeping of the 
Historical Academy of Madrid — documents which have been made 
the more available from their being collected and arranged w'ith great 
care by the Spanish historian Munoz. The truth of the story, in many 
of its parts, is .more strange than fiction, and it is told tbrougliout with 
the intelligence, humanity, and grave simplicity becoming such a theme. 
Of course, it gives you a sort of early history of the New World, with 
accounts of the distinguished men who were the first to make it known 
and familiar to the people of the Old World. The work should 
obtain a wide circulation; but, from the slow piecemeal manner in 
which it is making its appearance, it hardly will do so. 

XVII. Tlie Free Church of Ancient Christendom^ and its Subjugation 
wnder Constanti7ie,'^:,By Basil H. Cooler, B.A. 12»io. ju/l 400. 
Cockshaw, — This series of publications bids fair to do much credit to 
its projectors, and to the writers engaged in it. The press i* the most 
legitimate agency for such effort, and eminently adapted to the pur- 
pose. We have never known much good come to either party from 
platform speeches, or oral polemics of any sort, on the questions at 
issue between churchmen and dissenters. It may be very strange, 
very provoking, that it should be so, but, so far as our observation has 
gone, so it has been. It would be pleasant, we seem to think, could 
we change the thinking of a nation in a day; but Providence seems to 
say, that upon grave subjects that would not be safe, and that there- 
fore it shall not be. Are we, them to allow great principles to slum- 
ber — to be forgotten? By no means.' We are to labour — to labour 
hard, to jiromotc them, only being careful that our labour shall be 
such as may contribute, not to frustrate, but really to further, the said 
principles. If tha Library for the Times, as this series of works is de- 
signated, J)e continued as it has been commenced, we expect to see it do 
much s^ice in the right direction. Hitherto, the learning, the ability, 
and this temper displayed in this series of works, are highly honourable 
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to the parties concerned; and this volume from the pfti of Mr. Cooper, 
the last that has appeared, is by no means the least in its claims on that 
portion of our countrymen who are possessed with an honourable 
solicitude to know the truth. 

Xyiir. Uncle TonCs Cabin; or. Life among ihe Loioli/, 7/y Har- 
EiET Beecher Stowe, 2 vols.fcp, Boston, . Twentieth thousand,--- 
Bravely done, Harriet Beecher Stowe! We never read the words 
‘ twentieth thousand’ with any approach towards the delight we felt on 
seeing them upon the title-page of a book so rich in humane influences 
-—humifhe influences in behalf of that remnant of suflTorers within the 
limits of Christendom who the most deeply need such sympathisers. 
Harriet Beecher Stow^e distinguishes justly between the transatlantic 
slaveholders who are such from circumstances, and those who are such 
as approving the system; but to all persons who wish to see society 
as it is in the slave states of America, and to all who would be the 
means of diffusing a humane abhorrence of the slave system, we say, 
with our deepest emphasis and earnestness, read Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
and see that you get it read by as many besides as may be possible. 

XIX. Narratine of a Residence in Siam. By Frederick Arthur 
He ALE. Fcp. The National Illustrated Library. 1852. — This book 
relates to one of the few countries concerning which it may be said that 
we have still much to learn. Mr. Neale makes a frank confession of his 
disposition when in Siam to pass his time in the amusements, much 
more than in tlie useful pursuits, of the place. ‘He must, however, have 
had his eyes about him when there, and have possessed considerable 
pow'ers of memory, as well as of observation, to have become the author 
of the book before us. The author professes to give an account of the 

* Manners, Customs, and Laws of the Modern Siamese,* and he does 
so with every appeai’ance of fidelity, and in a style which interests as 
being of the fi'ee and natural description proper Icfilis subject. About 
three centuries since, the Siamese were conquered by the Burmese ; 
from that time Siam may be said to have a history, and these two 
races have since lived a sort of French and Bnglish life, being often at 
war with each other. In those regions, a people once known must be 
always known, so completely stereotyped there is everything relating 
to man and his adjuncts. We know more of these people than we did, 
and the necessities of our Indian Empire will require that we should 
know more still. This instructive volume is neatly printed, and the 
illustrations add to its value. 

XX. Histor;/ of the Council of Trent, From the French of L. F. 
Bungener. Fcp. 552, Johmtone, 1852. — The controversy with 
Borne bids fair tc wax much hotter. Our Free-trade liberals, to many 
of whom the safety of Christianity would seem to be as nothing, com- 
pared with the safety of their markets and their gains, are taking good 
care that the men who regard Christianity as from heaven and hold all 
things earthly light in comparison with it, sh^dl not lack motive to be up 
and doing. To all right-minded men, evei^ new display of a sceptical 

* indifferentism* on this subject is os a new call to religious earnestness. 
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If the question (fe between Protestantism and Romanism were a ques- 
tion to be settled by evidence, the book before us would alone be 
sufficient to bring this discussion to a close. But ignorance, prejudice, 
and self-will, partly among Romanists, and fully as much with a large 
class of pseudO'Protestants, constitute the barriers opposed to Such an 
issue. The triumph of truth, however, must be sought by the iteration 
of truth. The translator of this history has prosecuted his labours with 
the sanction of the author, and has received from him his ‘ last correc- 
tions and additions,’ so that the English edition is more complete than 
the French^, We wish the book a wide circulation. It is bdth good 
and cheap. 

XXI. The Coursie of Faith; or, the Practical Believer Delineated, 
John Angell James. \2mn. Hamilton. 1852. — In an excellent 

preface to this volume, the author has described the c'.^urse which he 
has taken in tlie exposition of his subject. Ilis aim lias been to steer 
at an equal distance from those who seem to make the intellect every- 
thing in religion, and. those W’ho seem to make the emotions every- 
thing. His delineation of a life of faith includes the joint action of 
intellect and emotion — the consecration of head and lieart to God. 
Our religionists erred not a little in both the extremes adverted to at 
the beginning of the present century. But the better education, both 
of ministers and of society, has pretty w’cll put an end to delusion in 
such forms. Mr. James’s volume coiisi.sts ol‘ tliij teen discourses, de- 
livered to his congregation at a week-day service some yen rs since. 
They have been revised for publication, and the large circle of readers 
to whom every production of his pen is welcome, will lind in them a 
new treasure. 

XXII. Mein Lchen tmd Wirken in T/rn/arn. Von Arthur GtmoEi. 
My Life and Acts in Hungary. By Authuh Gokgei. 2 vgh . — 
The preface of ONt^ei’s book commences thus: ‘ I'he resistance of 

* Hungary against Austria and Russia w as suppressed. Ko-ssuth and 

* Szeitiere, with their followers, saved themselves, like the Poles, on 

* neutral ground. I refused flight, and the majority of the unfortunate 
‘ defenders of Hungary against Ne\v Austria followed my example.’ 
From this first statement we may augur somewhat of the nature of 
those wliich follow throughout these volumes. How far the flight or 
non-flight from Hungary was a matter of will, it is difficult to com- 
prehend. On the 13tli of Augu.et, 1849, the Hungarians were forced 
to surrender to the 3rd corps of the Russian army, under the command 
of Field-Marshal Lieutenant Graf von Riedieger, at Zarand. llie 
officers, separated from the soldiers, passed the night in the open air 
upon a ploughed field, and w'ere the next morning transported to Kis 
JenOy under Russian escort. Gbrgei left them on the tniurd day, and 
was seen no more. The officers, about 8000, were th^ii escorted by 
the Russians to Snrkad, where they remained about ten days, and 
thence, still under Russian escort, to Gyuld,^ Uere they experienced 
the fate which, in Sarkad, they had only suspected; at this place they 
were to. haye been delivered to the Austrians, and a ffivisicn of 
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Austrian cavalry made its appearance, but nothing transpired. 
Towards tlie end of the same month ot August, on a Sunday morning, 
all the Hungarian officers were summoned to appear in the palace of 
Graf Venkheira, where th(i Russian general resided, with orders to 
bring their sw'ords. Up to this time they had been allowed their arms; 
but when Graf Montenova was despatched by the Austrian Baron 
Haynau to receive the Hungarian corps from the Russians, the 
Austrians feared some outbreak, from the inveterate hatred entertained 
against them by the Hungarians, and therefore prudently begged the 
Russians to secure the weapons before taking charge of their owners. 
Many of them had broken their swords, or given the best in remem- 
brance to those Russian officers who had befriended them. Arrived 
at Arad, with forced marches»and Austrian escort, they were the same 
night divided. ^ Those officers who before the war had not been in 
tijc Austrian service, were sentenced, without distinction of rank, to 
serve as common soldiers under the Austrians. Those who had 
already been in the Austrian army, gave in their names, and were the 
same evening imprisoned in the fortress, beyond hope of release, 
tiiougl), as some happy instances have proved, not beyond the possi- 
bility of escape. In the face of such facts we call upon common sense 
to answer whether flight was optional? Gdrgei had led his army, * 
willully, obstinately, and against all orders, into a position from which 
escap(j was impossible. These are the words , of one who was present 
at each step of these proceedings, and who has, accordingly, a right to 
speak. '■ 

J edging from this work alone, and giving credit to its artful mis-state- 
ments and deliberate fabrications, we must pronounce Gdrgei as un- 
doubtedly the o/ify hero in all Hungary. Its statesmen were imbecile, 
its officers good i'or nothing, and its soldiers cowards. Yet to this 
solitary patriot, strangely enough, the country op^>its present ruini 
One of tlie patriotic acts upon which the general so plumes himself was 
the amnesty given to those officers w'ho had quitted the Austrian army 
before tlic war began, but had tlicn resumed their arms in the defence 
of their country. Gdrgei would have us believe that this amnesty 
■was owing solely to hi.s intervention. He tells us, that he took the 
first steps towards it, through the minister Von Bach, in the month of 
May, at Klagenfurt, and that he could not act sooner ^ as his own life 
was not secure. Whereas it is known that he received his pardon 
before the capitulation, on the word of Field-Marshal Prince Paskie- 
wics. Further, that he was not sent to Klagenfurt from Grosswardein 
until June, at which latter place he professed to have received the 
amnesty. That is to say, according to his own statements, he was 
pardoned at Grosswardein in June, and escorted thence by Major 
Von Andrassy, to Klagenfurt, where he has since remained; yet he 
talks of being at Klagenfurt in May, amnestied, and exerting himself 
in behalf of his brother officers. But alas for the ingratitude of 
man, -these said officers now maintain that they all received their 
pardon in the months of March and April, before Gdrgei had cared 
to raide his little Anger in their behalf. OUr space forbids us bring- 
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ing forward proofs which we could adduce respecting the true time when 
this amnesty — this feather in GOrgei’s cap — really took place, and how 
very little he had to do with the matter. 

Were this the only statement against which we could furnish con- 
tradictory evidence, it would surely bo sufficient to occasion grave 
questioning as to how far we are to place reliance on the word or 
honour of a man who could thus write. But this falsehood does not 
stand alone; and to those who will take up the book to read it in 
implicit faith, never troubling to ask if it be true or false, we would 
say — ^Lay it down again; read Bleak Hotuct read the History of 
Timhuetoo — anything which does not basely distort tlie noblest 
thoughts and deeds of humanity, or vilify the upright actions of honour- 
able men. The ground taken throughouf the work is such as tends, in 
our judgment, rather to condemn the author, than to serve in any 
measure as the desired vindication of Ids acts. All 'those wdio are 
interested in the subject will rejoice to hear that this matter is not 
to rest here, that men fully competent are about to put us into pos- 
session of the means of judging between Gbrgei and those whom he 
has laboured hard to traduce. 


The Religion of Geology , and its comiectrd Scieyiees. By ICuward llrTcu- 
OOC&, LL.D. Fcap,pp.40H* Collins, A cheap reprint of a work of 
sterling value . — Far Off; or, Asia and Australia Doscrilml. Ihj the author 
of Peep of Dap* V2mo. pp. 316. Ha/chard. The fourth thousand of a 
series or descriptions about countries, peoples, and missionaries, designed to ho 
as interesting to the young in pious households as fictions ; and tiny arc so. 
The hookdn^ludes nearly fifty illustrations .^ — A Comparative View of Popey'y 
and Scriptural Cha^tiffniUj. By Samuei. llri.ME. Vlmo. pp. 271). Far-- 
iridge. An intelligent, judicioii.s and efiective manual on tluf siihjoct to hioh 
it relates . — Of Happiness in its Relations to Knowledge. By .Toun h’oKin-.s, 
M.D., F.ll.S. 12mo. Smith, Klder ^ Co. An introductory It'cture deli- 
vered at a mechanics’ institute; knowledge being viewed in the good influ- 
ences natural to it, personal, domestic, and social . — Humanism in Romr. By 
Isaac IIoper. Fcap. pp. 36, Snow. Mr. lloper here describes what he has 
seen in Kerne, and in Italy generally, as illustrative of the genius of Kumanistn, 
and givesLtiilS ^s thoughts about it. The pictures and the thoughts are alike 
just, an^^^apted to convey the right impression . — Notes on the Ecclesiastical 
and Mohmental Architecture and Setdpiure of the Middle Ages in Bridol. 

. Fart TI. By George rnTCE. Fcap. pp. 4(^106. Bristol is rich in middle- 
antiquities, and Mr. Pryca has given lumself to his work in the right 
^ spirit, and with an effectiveness that is highly creditable to him. — IVels/i 
Sketches, chiejiy Bcclesiastical, to the Close of the Twelfdi Century. J'cap. 
pp. 160. Barling. A treatise in which the probable is not well separated 
from the improbable, nor the sense from the nonsense . — A Lecture' on Jnspha- 
Hon. By IIemiv P. Boweu. 12wf>. This paper, which was read before the 
tutors and constituents of the college at Airriale, is too brief to admit of the 
adequate treatment of such a topic; but the author shows hiinself observant of 
the thinking of our time in relation to this subject . — The Crtwiffxion : a Poem, 
in Twelve Boohs. By Joion IIitchie. 12aio. pp^ 476. Simpkin. . John 
Kitcliie should have found some better employment tor his time and money. — 
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The Rhim and the Reformation. By the’RBv. J.D. Smith. Feap. pp. 206. 
A visit to the lihenish provinces brings Mr. Smith into the presencG, at 
least in imagination, of the existing and the bygone in the religious history 
of tlie continent; and here is a book about it, intended, and adapted to 
strengthen Protestant feeling, and which by many readers will be felt to be well 
adapted to its purpose.— Journal of a Tmr to the Hebrides with Samuel 
Johnson^ LL.D. By James BoswKm.. A New Fdition; with an Introduce 
tion and Notes by Roiiebt Carrutubbs. Sao. A pleasantly ‘illustrated* 
edition, from the office of the ‘ Illustrated London Library,’ of what must ever 
be a very f)lcasant book. — Certainly the idea is a happy one. — The Gold 
Valuer. By James II. Hatherston. Fcap. pp. 64. Smith, Elder 
Co., 1852. The Gold Valuer includes a table for ascertaining the value 
of gold as naturally produced or artificially amalgamated; wdth a familiar 
explanation of the art of assaying gold and silver, or the mode of ascer- 
taining the portion of pure ^Id in any given quantity of metal. — Bible 
Fruit for LittU Children, f;athered by the Rev. E. Mannering. V2mo. 
Snow, 1852. ^he right sort of book to be in the hands of ‘little chil- 
dren,’ and of thcjse engaged as teachers of such. — Lectures on the Typical 
Character of the Jewish Tabernacle, Priesthood, and Sacrifices. By Fobsteb 
G. Simpson, 15.A. i'Wfp. pp. 3.34. Hamilton, 1852. Simple and sensible 
discourses on a .subject adapted to aw'aken interest in village congregations. — 
A Biblical and Theological Dictionary. By the Rev. John Farrar, Classical 
Tutor of the Theological Institution, Richmond. I'Jmo. pp. 65G. Mason, 1852. 
In .so far as wo have examined this neat volume, we find it adapted, ns pro- 
posed, to serve as a help to Christian families, and in the teaching of Sunday 
schools, day-schools, and llihle-classes. — The. Life of Hugh Huegh, D.D. 
By his .son-in-law, II.vmilton M. Macgii.Ij. Fcap. pp. 572. Johnstone, 1852. 
Tlie second edition <jf a work, which is valuable from the character of the man 
to whom it reliite.s, and still more from its relation to events in the recent 
liistory of the United Seces.sion Church. — Notes on the Book of Rcaelutioiu 
By the Rev. AiiRERT Rarnes, with Preface by the Rev. E. Henderson, D.D. 
L'cap. Knight Son, 1852. This volume completes Ilarnes’s Explanatory 
and Practical Kotes on the New Testament. The view talcen of the Apoca- 
Jyps<^ by the author is the old Protestant view, as^y-. .is sometimes called, 
regarding it ;is a forc.shadowing of remote changes to take place in the history 
of the Church and the world. — Life of Napoleon Buonaparte. By William 
II azi.itt. Second Edition. Revised by his Son. The first volume of a re- 
print in the illustrated London Library. — Michaud's History of the Crusades. 
Routledgr cS' Co. A new and cheap issue, in English, of the best work on its 
subject in European literature.— A Botdt for the Seaside. Religious 2'ract 
Society. An interesting and instructive companion for persons in (|uest of 
health or ydeasure near the .s(?a. — Romanism at Home. By Kirwan. John- 
stone. A book that has done .service to Prote-stantism iu America, and is 
fitted to do service to the same cause among ourselves. — The Fraternul MemO'» 
rifd of the late Rev. William Fernie. Hamilton. Memorials of an estimable 
minister of the Gospel, removed in the midst of life and usefulness. — The 
Suitor's Prayer-Book. Snow. This is a manual of devotion for sailors, 
whether at sea, or at home with their families. A good book for its purpose. 
— The Gospel and the Great Ajtostasy. One of the essays on Romanism as 
contrasted with pure Christianity, to which the Religious Tract Society 
awarded a prize. The author has seen the operations of Romanism, and espe- 
cially of Jesuiti.sra, in India, ns w'ell as in this country. — Political Economy 
lilustraU'd by Sacred History. Seeleys. Mr, .Tames Taylor, the author of this 
little volume, discovers more wdsdom in the Bible, even on this subject, than 
some people would expect to find there. But on monetary questions our wise 
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men have crotchets, and Mr. Taylor holds some questionable notions in relation 
to them. — Oracles Interpreted. By the Rbv. J. G. IIbwi.btt. Partridge ^ Co. 
An explanation of many ‘ Scripture difficulties,* in which the author has availed 
himself of helps from some of the latest and best sources. — Reality ; or^ Lifers 
Inner Circle. By Mrs. Saville Siirpuesd. Shaw. The aim of this reli- 
^ous fiction is to bring out the difference between the hollow and the sound 
in religious profession in the more educated and wealthy classes in this 
country. Its tendency is of the right kind. — The Idol BemoUshed by its 
own Priest. By James Shebedak Knowles. Blackwood. The second 
thousand of a work designed as an answer to Cardinal Wi.seman*s Lec~ 
iures on TS'ansuhstuntiation. It is a book of considerable power, both in its 
logic and in its rhetoric. — The Mystery Solved. By the Rev. E. M. Dell, 
A.M.,M.D. The object of the publication is to show that the l>ane of Ireland 
is in its Romanism and Priestism. The book is full of facts bearing on this 
point, and the case is, we think, fairly made out. — Religion in its Relation to 
Commerce. Needham. Twelve Lectures by Weslevnn Ministers, ‘delivered 
in Jewin-street Chapel, in the City of London.* Sucli atternpn to give a more 
practical breadth to the Christianity of the times deserve marked encouragement. 
— Funeral Services for the Rev. Thomas Lewis, Minister of Union Chapel, 
Islington. Snow. An appropriate memorial of a most estimable man. — 
Daily Bible Illustrations. By John Kitto, P.S.A. Oliphaid. I’his 
volume is intitled ‘ Isaiah and the Prophets,* and completes the series of Read- 
ings and Illustrations from the Old Testament. It includes more than sixty 
engravings, chiefly from the recently-discovered antiquities in Khorsabacl. — 
An Attempt to Illustrate the Chronology of the Old Testament by the year of 
Jubilee. By the Rev. G. B. Sandford, M.A. Rivingtons. The difficulty of 
auch an utteiiipt lies in the uncertainties of Jewish history a.s to the regular 
observance either of the Sabbath or of the Jubilee years. But the auth(>r has 
consulted the best authorities, and done the best pc’rhaps that could be dorje 
with his subject. — The Three Shams. By the Rev. Brewjs Grant, B.A. 
A pamphlet consisting of three Lectures, designed to show that the l\)pc in 
pretending to be the successor of St. Peter, is a sham ; that the Church of 
Rome in pretending to be Infallible, is a sham ; and that the Douay Version of 
the Scriptures, eked qp/ by Tradition, and pretending to be God's Revelation 
to man, is a sham — and, suffice it to soy, the thing designed to be shown is 
shown, not only logically, but with considerable humour. — The Illustrated 
London Geography. By Josej'H Guy, Jun. An attempt to teach geography 
with less technicality— less in the way of a catechism than is usual in school- 
books, and by a more constant use of the map and diagrams, it is moderate 
In size and cost, and its design and execution are excellent. — The Illustrated 
London Drawing-Book. By Robert Scott Burn. This work, as well as 
the preceding, is part of the ‘ Illustrated London Library.' It Includes about 
300 illustrative drawings or diagrams. It realizes everything to be desired in 
such a work. — The Elements of Grammar tai^hl in English Questitms. By the 
Rev. Edwabb Teing, Fellow of Kings College, Cambridge ; and JJie Child's 
Grammar, being the substance of ‘ The Elements of Grammar taught in 
English' By the same Author. Macmillan, Small books, and treating as they 
profes.s, only upon the * elements* of grammar, but presenting them with much 
clearness and skill, so as not to repel by the artificialness, but rather to interest 
by the naturalness, of the mode, in which the knowledge is communicated. — 
Analysis of Sentences Explained and Systematized, after the plan of 
Becker's Greek Grammar. By J. P. Mobell, M.A. Theobald. This work 
IB cognate with the preceding, as designed to aid in primary education, and 
owes its origin to the want or a work of the kind as felt by the author in his 
experience as one of her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. 








